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bon Bt var bi ya in Teetand,* har hite'witich Had 


Me wife the Whole populace of Dublin, infomuclt'"that When be 


„ Walked through * the. town, he was frequetitly pointed at and 
_anſed by ſeveral of the meaner FX by 2 and _ 


vther” baſe Fellows without name or occupation. Thee abou, 
nable wretches, like their brethren the yahoo, would often. 
5 75 e the Kennels with. their paſty, clays, to, throw dirt 

at him as he. paſſed: through the city ;.alL,which he bore for 
* or three years, until the brutes became u ted of their ſcurs | 


Any, not ſo much with a teſigned philoſophicel patience, as ing. 


@ Heed with that. ſuperior contempt: for all unworthy demeanory - 


«Srievanc 


-which is only to be conceived by-the moſt improved and exalted. - 


minds. But theſe animoſities having ſubſided for two or threg”? Wt 
Vea, a rejoicing over the mi ſeries of that people which 


— without gauſe borne a tyrennous hate agaiaſt him, he began 
loak down with. pity un their diſtreſſed condition: he regretted 


$4 a a jk of his country and the 
he depfoteil their want of commerce, *and.lamented all ther 
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been the principal care of all wiſe nations, and for the 
encouragement whereof there are ſo many ſtatute-laws in 
England, we countenance ſo well, that the landlords are 
every where by penal clauſes abſolutely prohibiting their 

. | tenants 


* 


correct the errors and the blunders of his deluded countrymen; 
and with that view he writ ſhort and lively propoſals for the uni- 
verſul uſe of Iriſb manufacture, &c.; on account of which a pro- 
ſecution was ſet on foot againſt Waters the printer of that 
pamphlet, which was carried on with ſo much violence, that 
one William Whitſhed, then Chief Juſtice, thought proper, in 
2 manner the moſt extraordinary, to keep the jury eleven hours, 
and to ſend them back nine times out of court until he had wearied 
them into a ſpecial verdict. But Whitſhed, a man of low birth 
and narrow education, whoſe whole pittance of learning was 
confined within the magic circle of the laws, the doctrine. of 
precedents, and practice of the courts, was by no means aware 
by what unmerciful ſtrokes a patriot and genius like Dr Swift 
could avenge upon him the cauſe both of himſelf and country. 
Whitſhed, armed with power, and ſure to be ſupported, in the 
virulent days of party, againſt all thoſe who adhered to their 
Tory principles, firſt gave the alarm to battle by an attack 
upon Waters the printer. Swift, armed with genius, and fired 
with a zeal for liberty and puhlic intereſt, flew directly to the 
charge. But finding he had. to deal with an adverſary unequal to 


| the combat, he contented himſelf for the preſent with giving 


him three or four laſhes, and making him thoroughly contemp- 


Able in the eyes of the world. But ſoon after Swift had further 


occaſion for exerting all his powers againſt the unfortunate 
Whitſhed. Swift. j | 1 1 
This treatiſe ſpread very faſt, upon which a perſon in great 


office ſent in haſte for the Chief Juſtice, (Whitſhed), and in- 


formed him of a ſeditious, factious, and virulent pamphlet lately 
publiſhed, with a deſign of ſetting the two kingdoms at vart- 
ance, directing at the ſame time, that the printer ſhould be pro. 
ſecuted with the utmoſt rigour. --- The Chief Juſtice had fo quick 
an underſtanding, that he reſolved if poſſible to outdo his or- 
ders. The printer was ſeized, and forced to give great bail: 


te jury brought him in not guilty, although they had beei 


culled with the utmoſt induſtry : the Chief Juſticr ſent them 
back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until being tired 
out they were forced to leave the matter to the mercy of the 
iudge by what they call a ſpecial verdict. During the trial the 


tenants from loughing , not ſatisfied to confine them 
within certain limitations, as is the practice of the Engliſh; 
one effect of which is already ſeen in the prodigious dear: 
nefs of corn, and the importation of it from London, as 
the cheaper market, And becauſe people are the riches 
of a country, and that our i have done, and are 


and a monopoly to them; therefore the politic gentlemeg 
of ireland þ have d pulared valt tracts of the belt land, 
for the feeding of 

I could all a a cg as large as the Iiſtory of the wiſe 
men of Gotham, with a catalogue only of ſome wonderful 
laws and cuſtoms we haye obſerved within thirty years 
pal. It. is true indeed, our beneficial 1 of wool with 


5 | France 


Chief Juſtice among other oeulirides laid his hand on his breaſt, 
and proteſted ſolemaly, that the author's defign was to bring in 
_ the pretender : but the cauſe being ſo very odious and impopu- 
lar, the trial of the verdi was deferred from one term to ano- 
ther, until upon (the D. of. G---ft-n), the Lord Lleutenant's ar- 
rival; his Grace; after mature” advice” and permiſſion from Eng- 
und, was pleaſe1'to grant a Noll proſegia. Ser Swift's letter ts 
Pope, of Jan. 10. 1721, vol. 8. p. 24. Hawkeſ. 

This piece firſt turned the tide of Popes in the author's 
favour. 

When the author had finiſhed Gulliver's Gn he found an 
opening to indulge his love of politics; and to-commence a patriot 
for Ireland: and he made uſe of the opportunity, by increaſing 
the natural · jealouſy which the leſſer iſland conſtantly entertains 
of the greater: His treatiſe, -or-propoſal, immediately raiſed a 
very violent flame. The printer was- proſecuted : and the pro- 
ſecution had the ſame effect which generally attends thoſe kind 
of meaſures; it added fewel to the flame. But his greateſt ene- 
mies muſt confeſs, that the pamphlet is written in the ſtyle of a 
man, who had the good of his country neareſt his heart; who 
faw her errors, and wiſhed to correct them; who felt her op- 
preſſions, and wiſhed to relieve them; and who had a deſire to 
rouſe and awaken an indolent nation from a lethargic difpoſition, 
that might prove fatal to her conſtitution. Orrer y See An 
excellent new Jong on a ſeditious pampblet, vol. 6. p. 263. 

* It was the practice of Iriſh farmers to wear out their ground. 
with * pleughing, neither manuring nor letting it lie fallow ; and 
A 2 when 


OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. 3 


doing, all that in them lies to make our wool a drug to us, 
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France hath been our only ſupport for ſeveral years paſt, 
furniſhing us with all the little money we have to pay our 
rents, and go to market, But our merchants aſſure me 
this trade bath received a great damp by the preſent fluctu- 
ating condition of the coin in France : that meſt of their 
Wine 11 paid for in ſpecie, without carrying thither any 
conimodity from hence. 
However, ſince we are ſo univerſally bent upon enlar- - 
ging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, what we ſhall 
do with our wool, in caſe Barnſtaple “ ſhould be overſtock · 
ed, and our French commerce ſhould fail ? | 
I could wiſh the parliament had thought fit to haye ſuſ⸗ 
pended their regulation of chu ch-· matters, and enlarge 
menis of the prerogative, until a more convenient time, 


decauſe they did not appear very preſſing, at leaſt to the 


per ſons principally concerned ; and, inſtead of theſe great 
refinements in politics and divinity, had amuſed themſelves 
and their committees a little with the fate of the nation. 
For example: What if the hauſe of Commons hid thought 
fit to make a reſolution,” nemine contradicente, | a gainff 
wearing any cloth or ſtaff in their families, which were not 
of the growth and manufacture of this kingdom? What if 

| they had extended it ſo far as utterly to exclude all ſilks, 
velvets, callicoes, and the whole /exicon of female fop- 
peri; and declared, that whoever acted otherwiſe, ſhould 
deemed and reputed an enemy to the nation? What 

if they had ſent up ſuch a reſolution to be agreed to by 
the houſe of Lords; and by their own practice and en- 
couragement ſpread the execution of it in their ſeveral 
counties? What if we ſhould agree to make burying in 
evoollen a faſhion, as our neighbours have made it a law? - 
What if the ladies would be content with Iriſh ſtuffs for 
the furniture of their houſes, for gowns and petticoats 
for themſelves-and their daughters? Upon the whole, and 
to crown all the reſt, let a firm reſolution be taken, by 


when their leaſes were near expired, they ploughed even the. 
meadov's, and made ſuch havock, that the landlords, by. their. 
zeal to prevent it, were betrayed into this pernicious meaſure.. 


Hawk 
a ſexpert? in Devonſhire, at that time the principal market 


u England for Iriſh woot, Howkeſ, 
: als 
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nale ind female, never to appear with one ſingle ſhred 
that comes from England; and let all the people ſay, 
AMEN, TO SUB A L 

-I hope, and believe, nothing could pleaſe his Majeſty 
better than to hear, that his loyal ſubjects of both ſexes ' 
in this kingdom * celebrated his birthday, (now/approach- 
ing), univerſally clad in their own manufacture. Is there 


virtue enough left in this dehided people to ſave them from 


the brink of ruin? If the mens opinions may be taken; the 
ladies will look as handſome in ſtuffs as in brocades; arid,” 


ſince all will be equal, there may be room enough to em- 
ploy their wit and fancy in chufing and matching patterns 
and colours, I heard the late Archbiſhop of Tuam men- 
tion a pleaſant obſervation of ſome body's ; that Ireland 
would never be happy until a lam were made for burning 
every thing that came from England, except their Shoe # 


and their coals, I muſt confeſs; that as to the former, 


I ſhould not be ſorry if they would ſtay at home; and for 
the latter, I hope, in a little time we ſhall have no occaſion * 
Gr ed Ment J r rift ono bation! aint 
Mon tanti mitra e, . non tanti judicis vftrum, . 
but I ſhould rejoice to ſee a ftay-lace from England be 
thought ſcandalous, and become a topic for cenſure at 
viſits and tea-tablers OV * 
If the unthinking ſhopkeepers in this town had not 
been utterly deſtitute of common ſenſe, they would have 
made ſome propoſal to the parliament, with a petition to 
the purpoſe I have mentioned; promiſing to improve the 


» 


clotht and tui of the nation into all poſſible degrees of 
Fneneſt and colours, and enpaging not to play the knave, 


according to their caſtom, by exacting and impoſing upen 


the nobility and gentry either as to the prices or the goodneſs « 


For I remember, in London, upon a general mourning, the 
raſcally mercers and woollendrapers would in four and 


twenty hours raiſe their c/oths and fi to above a double 


Her Grace the'Ducheſs of Dorſet, the Lord Lieutenant's 
Lady, is ſaid to have appeared at the caſile in Dublin wholly clad 


in the manufacture of Ireland on his Majeſty's birthday 1753» 


Haube.. | 


oy „ price ; 


| . 
: 
: 
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price; and if the mourning continued long, then come 
whining with petitions to the court, that they were ready 


to flarve, and their fineries lay upon their hands. 
I could wiſh, our ſhopkeepers would immediately think 


on this propoſal, addreſſing it to all perſons of quality and 
others; but ficlt be ſure to get ſome body who can write | 
ſenſe to put it into form. * 
I think it needleſs to exhort the clergy to follow this 
good example; becauſe in a little time thoſe among them 
who are. ſo unfortunate to have had their birth and edu- 
cation in this country, will think themſelves abundantly 
happy when they-can afford Iriſh. crape and an Athlone 
hat ; and as to the others, I. all not preſume to direct 
them. I have indeed ſeen. the preſent Archbiſhop. of Du- 
blig * clad from head to. foot in our own manufacture; and 
yet under the roſe be it ſpoken, his Grace deſerveth as good 


a2 gown, as i, be had not been born amang us. 


I have not courage enough to offer one ſyllable on this 
ſabje& to their Honours. of the artny : neither have I ſuffi - 
ciently conſidered the great importance of fearlet and gold 
lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to this pur- 


poſe. The goddeſs had heard of one Arachne, a young 
virgin, very famous for ſpinning and weaving : they both 


met upon a trial of {kill ; and Pallas finding herſelf ; almoſt. 
equalled in her own art, ſtung with rage and envy, knock- : 
ed her rival down, and turned her into a ſpider ; injoin- 

ing her to /in and weave. for ever out cut of ber own 
bowels, and in a. very narrow compaſs. ] confeſs, that 
from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and could never 
heartily love the goddeſs on account of /o cruel and unjuſt 


' @ ſentence ; which however is fully executed upon us by 


England with further additions of rigour and ſeverity, for 
the greateſt part of our bowels and vitals is extracted with- 
out NP us 1. che 1 of OI * w 
them. : 


* The 

* Dr King. 

7 In the ſpring 1753, the parliament of England paſſed an act 
for permitting the exportation of wool, and u collen or bay yarn, 
from any port in Ireland to any port in England; — was be 
oor Ns And 3 In 
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The ſeripture tells us, that opprefion maketha wiſe man 
mad ; therefore, conſequently ſpeaking, the reaſon why . 
ſome men are not mad, is becauſe they are not aw wiſe: 
hawever, it were to. be wiſhed, that preſſon would in 
time teach a little wiſdom to fault. | 7 

I was, much delighted with a perſon, who hath ; 3 great 
eſtate in this kingdom, upon bis complaints to me, hop 


rievouſſy poor England /uffers by, impo/itions from. Ire- 
1 that we convey our own to France in ſpite of . 


all the harpies at the cuſtambouſe : that Mr Shuttle worth, 


and others on the Cheſhire coaſts, are ſuch fools to fell 
us their bark at a_good price for tanning our own hides | 
into leather > with other enormities. of the like weight and 
kind. To which 1 will venture to add more: That the 


mayoralt 1 of this city is aluq. executed by an inhabitant; . 


and often by a native, which might as well be done by @. 
deputy with a moderate ſalary, whereby poor England - 
ſeth at leaſt one thouſand 2 a year upon the balance: 
that the governing of this: kingdom coſtr the Lord Lieute- 
nant three thouſand /ix Fs by pound; a-year ; fo much. 


net loſs to poor wy ay" that, the people of Ireland. pre- 


Same to dig. for coals in their wn grounds; and the farm-, 
ers in the county 15. Wicklow end their, turf. to the ve- 
ry market of Dublin, to the great diſcouragement of the. 
coal-trade of Moſtyn and Whitehaven *; that the reve- 
nues of the poſt-office 7 2 righteoufh. belonging to the. 
Eoglith zreaſury, as ariſing chiefly ſrom our own 7 
with each other, ſhould ;q tted to London, clo 
with that grievous burthen Tae Nau the Th 
paid. out of the Iriſh / revenues 10 Engl favonrites uld 
lie under the ſame. di ſadvant e, to the great loſs of the 
grantees. When a divine ts. ſent. over to a biſhopric here 
with the hopes of. five and twenty hundred poungs a-year 3. 
and upon his arrival he finds, alas! a dreadful diſcount. 
of ten or twelve per cent. a judge, or a, commilſioner of” 
th revenue has the fame cauſe of t Laſtly, i 


ö f 


| 4 * 3 10 33D 

In the winter 1753, the Iriſh parliament prohibited the impor- 
tation of gold and ſilver lace, except of the. manufacture af _ 

tand. Hawkef. | 

* un in Fliatſhize, and Whitchayen en in Cunbeaand. 
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ballad upon Cotter ir vehemently ſuſpedted to be Iriſh n- 
rufatture ; and yet is allowed to be ſung in our open 
fireets, under the very noſe of the government. 
Theſe are à fav, among the many hardſhips we put 
upon that poor kingdom of England; for which, I am 
confident, every honeft man wiſheth a remed) + and I hear, 
there is a project an foor for tranſporting our beſt wheat- 
en ſtraw by ſea and land- carriage to Dunſtable ; and oe --. 
I; ging us by a lau to take off yearly fo many tun of trau : 
| hats for the uſe of our women; which will be a great en- 
1 couragement to the manufacture of that induſtrious town. 
11 I would be glad to learn among the divines, whether a 
+; law fo bind men without their own conſent be obligatory in 
| foro conſcientiz ; becauſe I find, Scripture, Saunderſon, and 
. Sdarez, are wholly ſilent on the matter. The oracle of 
„ reaſon, the great law of nature, and general opinion of 
| civilians, where ever they treat of limited governments, are 
| indeed decifive enough. eee e $2342 4 
| It is wonderful to obſerve the bias among our people in 
favour of things," perſons, and"warer of all Kinds, that 
come from England. The printer tells his hawkers, that 
he has. got an excellent new ſong juſt brought from Lon- 
don. I Have ſomewhat of a tendency that way myfelf ; 
and upon hearing a coxcomb from thence diſplaying himſelf 
with great volubility upon the park, the playhouſe, the o- 
pera, the gaming ordinaries, it was apt to beget in me a 
kind of veneration for his parts and accompliſhments. It 
is not many years ſince I remember a perſon, who by his 
ſyle and literature ſeems to have been the torrec?or of a 
| hedge-preſs in ſome 3/;nd-alley about Little Britain, pro- 
ceed gradually to be an author, at leaſt a * fran tor of 
a lower rate, although ſomewhat of a larger bulk, than 
any that now ffouriſhes in Grubſtreet; and upon che 
ſtrength of this foundation come over here, ered? himſelf 
up into an orator aud politician, and lead a kingdom after 
him, ' This, 1 am told, was the very mbrive that prevail- 
ed on the + author of a play called, Love in a bollow © 


v4 


' ® Suppoſed to be Caefar's Commentaries, dedicated to the Duke 
et Marlborough, by Col. Müden. 
+ Lord Gm. 2 0 84 „ 
. a1; | frees 


tree, to do us the honour of a viſit ; preſuming; with ve- 
ry good reaſon, that be was a 2 of a ſuperior claſs. 
I know another, who for thirty years paſt hath been the com- 
mon flandard of Aupidity it Fend, where he was ne · 
ver heard à miaute in any aſſembly, or by any party, with 
common Chriſtian treatment; yet, upon his arrival hither, 
could put on a face. of importance and authority,” talle 
more than fix, without either gracefiulneſs, propriety, on 


as the pattern of eloguence and wiſdom, 
| Nothing hath humbled me ſo-much, or ſhewn a greater 


chief governors, than that high ſtyle of. ſeveral ſpeeches 
from the fhrone, deliyered as uſual after the; real afent 
in ſome periods of the two laſt reigns. . Such exaggera- 
tions of the prodigious condeſcenſſuns in the prince to paſs 
thoſe good Jaws, would have but an odd 4 ſound at Weſtmin · 

ſter: neither do 1 apprebend, how any d law can pa ſa, 
wherein the King's intereſt is not as — as that 


of the people. 1 remember, after a ſpeech on dhe ke o- 
cafion, delivered by my Lord Wharton , ( ihink it was 


his laſt), be deſired Mr. Addifon 1 a/k-my opinion onjt': My 
anſwer was, That his Excellency bad very honeſtly forfeited 


bis head om account of one paragraph; wherein he afſert- 


ed, by plain conſequence, a diſpenſing power in the Vueen. 
His Lordihip owned it was true, but ſwore the words. 


were put into bis mouth by direct orders from court. From 


whence it is clear, . that ſome miniſters, in thoſe times were 


apt, from their þigh, elevation to look, dawn upon: this! 
kingdom, 28 if it had been one of their-colonies of outs: 
caſts in America, And I obſerved a little of the ſame 
turn of ſpirit in ſore great wen, from whom I expected 
better; although, to do them juſtice, it proved no poirt 
of difficulty to make them correct their idea, whereof the. 
whole nation quickly found the benefit. — But that is“ 
forgotten. . How the ſtyle. hath ſince run, I am wholly a 


* ſtranger ; ; having never ſeen a Au the laſt of the | 


Queen, + + 
1 wopld now ese a Litle with our country; hg 
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meaning ; and at the ſame time be admired and followed 8 


diſpoſition to a contemptuous treatment of Ireland in ſome 


Dr 
17 IT TL > 


"_- pw, * 15 * 5 
· 2 LY me 
— ot IM 
” a + ths $4 * 8 * 5 


lows 


% 
Py 


14 A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 
fords ; who, by unmeaſurable ſcrewing and racking their 
tenants all over the kingdom, have Fer, reduced the 
miſerable people to a worle conditios than the peaſants in 
France, or the vafals, in Germany and Poland; ſo that 
the whole ſpecies of what we call ſubſtantinl farmers, wil! 
in a very few years be utterly at an end. It was pleafant 
to obſerve theſe gentlemen labouring with all their might 
for preventing the hi Depr from letting their revenues at a 
moderate half - value, (whereby * the whole order would, 
in an age, have been reduced to manifeſt beggary), at the 
very inſtant, when they were every where canting + their 
own land upon ſhort leafes, and ſacrificing their oldeſt 
tenants for a"penny an acre advance. I know not how 
it comes to pals, (and yet perh aps I know well enough), 
that „aver have a natural diſpoſnion to be Hrantr, and 
that when my bettert give me a Rick, I am apt to revenge 
it with fix upon my ſootman, although perhaps he may be 
an honeſt and diligent fellow. I have heard great divines 
affirm, that nothing is ſo likely to call down an univerſal 
Judgment from heaven upon a nation, ar uni rerſal oppreſ- 
fron; and whether this be not already verified in part, 
their Wor ſhips the landlords are,_zow at full leiſure to con- 
ſider. Whoever travels this country, and obſerves the 
face of nature, or the face} and habits and dwellings of 


the natives, will hardly think himſelf in a land, where law, 


religion, or common humanity is profeſſed. 

I cannot forbear ſaying one word upon a thing they call 
a bank, which I hear is projecting in this town f. 1 never 
ſaw the propoſals, nor underſtand any one particular of 
their ſcheme: what I wiſh for at prefent, is only a ſuffi- 
cient proviſion of hemp, and caps, and belts, to diſtribute 
OE to the ſeveral degrees of bonefly and ae 


* Whereby, that is, by preventing the biſhops revenues from 
being let at half. value. See this poſition explained and- proved 
in the tract called Arguments againſt enlarging the power of biſhops, | 
in this volume. Hawkeſ. | 

+ Canting their land is letting it to the higheſt bidder— Cn 
ſignifies the ſame as auction. Hæueſ. 
This project ſor a bank in Ireland was hes afterwards brought 
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in ſome perſons, I hear only of a monſtrous ſum already 
named; and if oTHERs do not ſoon hear of it too, and 
hear with a vengeance, then am I. a gentleman of lels ſa - 
gacity than myſelf and a very few beſides take me to be. 
And the jeſt will be ſtill the better, it be true, as judi- 
cious perſons have affured me, that one half is altogether 
imaginary. The matter will be likewiſe much mended, 
if the merchants continue to carry off our gold, and our 
goldſmiths to meh down our heavy ſilver. N 


— 


A LETTER to the Shopteepers, Tradeſmen, 
Farmers, and Common People of IRELAND, 
concerning the BRASS HALFPENCE coined 
by one WILLIAM Woop, Hardwareman, 
, —_ a deſign to have them paſs in this king- 


1 


Wherein is ſhewn the power of his patem, the va- 
lue of his halfpence, and how far every per- 
fon may be obliged to take the ſame in pay- 
ments, and how to behave himſelf, in caſe ſuch 
an attempt ſhould be made by Wood, or any o- 
ther perſon. 


{Very proper to be kept in every family,) 
By M. B. DRAPIE R“. 


Written in the year 1724. 
LETTER 


* About the year 1722, when Charles Duke of Grafton was 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, one William Wood an hardware- 
man and a bankrupt, alledging the great want of copper money 
in that kingdom, procured a patent for coining 108,0001. to paſs 
there as current money. The Dean believing this meaſure to be 
a vile job from the beginning to the end, and that the chief pro- 
curers of the patent were to be ſharers in the profits which would 
ariſe from the ruin of a kingdom, aſſumed the character of a Dra- 
per, which for ſome reaſon he choſe to write Drapier, and in the 
following letters warned the people not to receive the coin which 
was then ſent over. g 

Dr Swift having retired from the political world, and amuſed 
himſelf for three or feur years with poetry, converſation, and 
trifles, (which is perhaps the fineſt teſt of a thorongh conſummate 
genius, that is above all particular ſyſtems and hypocritical pre- 
tences to philoſophy), being alarmed in 1724 with freſh matter of 
indignation to reſume his pen, boldly withſtood the whole force 
of an infamous projector, encouraged and ſupported in his _—_— 


* 


LETTER I. 


— 


To the Tradeſmen, bn pr Fa mers, and 
Country- people in general of the kingdom 


Brethren, Friends, Countrymon, and Fellow-fubjed, 


THAT I intend now to ſay to you, is, next to your 
duty to God and the care of your ſalvation, of 
the greateſt concern to yourſelyes and your chil- 
dren; your bread and cloathing, and every common * 

c ry 


by thofe who were underſtood ta be the chief directors in all pu- 
blic affairs. The project of this impudent fellow was, by virtue of 
2 patent which he had fraudulently obtained bythe intereſt of the 
then favourite Chryſeis, to coin halfpence for Ireland at about e- 
leven parts in twelve under the real value, and force their cur- 
rency in that kingdom; which notwithſtanding lus patent, ſup- 
poſing that he had made his halfpence ever fo good, no man li- 
ving was obliged, or, by virtue of the prerogative of the crown, 
could be obliged to receive in any payment whatever; nothing 
being in truth the current coin of England or Ireland, beſide 
gold and filver of the right ſterling and ſtandard; the baſer me- 
tals being only accepted for the conveniency of change, which 
every man that pleaſes may reject whenever he thinks proper, 
without being afraid to-incur any penalty from the law. This 
whole matter the Doctor laid open in a ſhort treatiſe, the Dra 

pler's firſt letter, : - 

The judicious reader cannot. but obſerve, that in this letter 
the author hath adapted his ſtyle, his phraſes, his humour, and 
his addreſs in a very wonderful manner to the taſte and ap- 
prehenſion of the popnlace. Neither indeed is the title-page 
wholly void of that captivating rhetoric which is admired by 
the commen people ; for it concludes like that of the whole 
duty of man, Very proper to be kept in every family. Swift. 

The firſt five of the Drapier's letters were publiſhed in pam- 
phlets at different times. The ſixth and ſeventh were firſt pu- 
bliſhed in 1735, in the 4th volume of the Dublin edition of Dr 
Swift's works, 5.55 FOE 4 eee 
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ſary of life entirely depend upon it. Therefore 1 do moſt 


earneſtly exhort you as men, as Chriſtians, as parents, and 
as lovers of your country, to read this paper with the ut- 


The ſixth and ſeventh of the Drapier's letters were procured 
from. a friend of the author's in the original manuſcript, as we 
are aſſured, and have good reaſon to believe: thoſe who are bet- 
ter judges, will ſoon determine whether they are genuine or not. 
It is the opinion of ſeveral wiſe men, that the Drapier's letters, 
and the other writings relating to our poor country [Ireland], 
may be very uſeful to poſterity, by warning them for tl:e fu- 


ture to oppoie the ame, or the like evil deſigns, however plaus 


ſible they may at firſt appear to unt hinking people; or however 
artfully they may be repreſented. (like. this deſl ructiye project of 
William Wood) by thoſe who were to divide the fpoil with that 
impoſtor; or, laſtly, by proſtitute flatterers, who are ſure 
to find their private account in the ruin of the kingdom ; which 
ruin would have certainly followed, if the author, whoever he 
was, had not publiſhed his letters in the moſt proper juncture, 
and fiited to all ſorts of readers; whereby in two or three 
months he turned the whole nation, almoſt to'a man, againſt 
that iniquitous ſeheme.— -The letter to the Lord Chancellor 
Midaleton is witten with much caution, becauſe the author con- 
ſeſſes himſelf to be Dean of St Patrick's; and I could diſcover 
his name ſubſcribed at the end of the original, although blotted 
out by ſome other hand. I can give no other reaſon why it 
was not printed, than what I have heard; that the writer find- 
ing how effectually the Drapier had fucceeded, and at the ſame 
time how highly the people in power ſeemed to be di ſpleaſed, 
thought it more prudent to keep the paper in his cabinet 
"There is but a ſmall part of the addrefs to both houſes of parlia- 
ment that relateth to Wood and his coin. The reſt contains 
ſeveral propoſals for the improvement of Ireland, the many dif. 
couragements it lies under, and what are the beſt remedies a. 
gainſt them. By many paſſages in the other letters, but 
particularly in the addreſs, concerning the great drain of money 
tom Ireland, by abſentees, importation of foreign goods, balance 


of trade, and the like, it appears that the author had taken much 
" pains, and been well informed in the huſineſs of (computing; all 


his reaſonings upon that ſubject, although he does not deſcend 
40 particular ſums, agreeing generally with the accounts given 
by others, who have ſince made that inquiry their particular 
ſtudy. And it is obſervable, that in the addreſs, as well as in 
one of the other letters, he hath ſpecified ſeveral important ar- 
ticles, that ha ve not been taken notice of by others who came 
atier him. Det. edit. 


* 


moſt 


ELM rr FT 3 
molt attention, or get it read to you by others ; which that 
you may do at the leſs expenſe, I have ordered the prin- 


ter to ſell it at the loweſt rate. Fo 

It is a great fault among you, that, When a perſon writes 
with no other intention than 70 de gen good, you will not be 
at the paint io read his advices, One copy of this paper 
may ſerve a dozen of you, which will be leſs than a far- 
thing apiece. It is your folly," that you have nd common 
or general intereſt in your view, not even the wifelt among 
yon; neither do you'know, ' or inguire, ör tare, Who are 
your friends, or who are Your enemies. | oct We” 

About four years ago a little book Was written to adviſe 
all pedple to wear the manufattures of this our caun dear 
country *, It had no other deſign, ſaid nothing apainſt 
the King or parliatrent, or any perſon whatſoever ; yet the | 
— fr iriter was proſecuted two years with the utmoſt vio- 
ende, and even ſome wearers themſelves, (for Whoſe Take 
it was written), being upon'the JURY, Yor bim guilty. 
This would be enough to diſcourage any man from endea- 
vouring to do you good, when you will either neglect him, 
or fly in his face for his pains; 'and when he muſt expect 
only danger to himſelf, and to be fined and impriſoned, 
perha to his Tun. * D ee enn e oy 
- "However, I cannot but e more, c 
mfeſt deſtruction Before dür eyes, if you do not behave 


yourſelves as you ought. 


Warn You ode there BE cht mas 


- 


I will therefore firſt tell you the plain fory of the fat: 
and then T will Tay before you how you, ought to act, in 
common prudence, according to the /aws of your country, 

The /a& is this: It having been many years ſince coy- 
PER HALFPENCE or FARTHINGS were laſt coined in 
this kingdom, they have been for fome time Fery ſcarce, 
and many counterfeits, paſſed about under the name of 
raps : ſeveral applications were made to. England, that we 
might have liberty to coin new. ones, as in former times 


be did; but they did not fiicceed, At laſt one Mr Wo op, 


a mean ordinary man, a hardware-dealer, procu red a 
Patent under his Majeſty's broad ſeal to coin 108, ooo J. 
in copper for this kingdom ; which patent, however, did 
- * * Apropofal for the uſe of Triſh matuſactures.. 
* 523 - > ___\ 
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not oblige any one here to take them; unleſs they pleaſed. 
Now, you muſt know, that the bal/Þence and farthings in 
Fogland paſs for very little more than. they are worth: 
and, if you ſhould beat them to pieces, ſell them to 
the brazizr, you would not Joſe much above a penny in a 
filling. But Mr Wood made his bal/pence of ſuch baſe 
metal, and To much ſmaller than the Engliſh ones, that 
the brazier would hardly give you above a penny of good 
money for a ſhilling of his; ſo that this ſum of 108,000/, 
in good gold and ſilver mult be given for traſp, that will 
not be worth above ejght or nine thouſand pounds real va- 
ue. But this is not the worlt; for Mr Wood, when he 
pleaſes, may by ſtealth ſend over another 108, ooo J. and 
buy all our goods for eleven parts in twelve under the va- 
lae. For example, if a batter ſells a dozen of hats for 
foe /pillings apiece, which amounts to three pound:s, and 
receives the payment in Wood's coin, he really receives 
only the value of five /pillings. | = 
Perhaps, you will wonder bow ſuch an ordinary fellaus 
as this Mr Wood, could have ſo much intereſt as to get 
his MazzsTyY's broad ſeal for ſo great a fum of bad mo- 
ney to be ſent to this poor country; and that all the no- 
bility and gentry here could not obtain the ſame favour, 
und let us make our own Zalfpence, as we uſed to do. 
Now, I will make that matter very plain: We are at a great 
diftance from the King's court, and have no body there to 
ſolicit for us, although a great number of lord and */quires, 
whoſe eſtates are here, and are our countrymen, ſpend 
all their /ives and fortures there: but this fame Mr Wood 
was able to attend conſtantly for his own intereſt ; he is 
an Engliſhman, and had great friends, and it ſeems knew 
very well where to give money to thoſe that would ſpeak 
to others, that could ſpeak to the Ming, and would tell a 
fair flory, And his aisle, and perhaps the great lord 
or lords who advifed him, might think it was for our coun · 
#ry's good; and ſo, as the lawyers expreſs ir, the Xing was 
deceived in his grant, which often happens in all reigns, 
And I am fure if 5% Maze/ty knew that ſuch a patent, if it 
mould take effect according to the defire of Mr Wood, 
would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath given ſuch 
gtceat proofs of its /ozalty, he would immediately * 


AT LEIRTME RK i) 5: 21 
ind perhaps ſhew his diſpleaſure to /owe body or other : 
but a word to the awiſe ir enough. Moſt of you mult have 
heard with what anger our Henourable honſe of Comment 
received an account of this Wood's patent. There were 
ſeveral fine ſpeeches: made upon it, and plain,proofs, that 
it was all a wicked. cheat from the bettom to the top; and 
ſeveral ſmart votet were printed, which that ſame Wood 
had the aſſurance to anſwer [likewiſe in print, and in ſo 
confident a way, as if he were a better man . our 
whole parliament put together. 

This Wood, as ſoon as his patent was paſſed, or. ſoon 
— ſends over a great many barrels of theſe balſbence 
to Cork, and other ſea· port towns, and to get them off 
offered an hundred pounds in his coin for ſeventy or eighty 
in ſilver: but the, collectors of the King's cuſtoms very 
honeſtly refuſed to take them, and fo did almoſt every 
body elſe. And ſinee the - parliament hath condemned 
them, and deſired the Ring that they might be ſtopped, 
all the kingdom do abominate them. 

But Wood is ſtill working undechand to * his hal/> 
. pence upon us; and if he can, by the help of his friends 
in England; prevail ſo far as to get an order, that the 
commiſſi Toners and collectors of the King's money ſhall re- 
ceive them, and that the army is to be paid with them, 
then he thinks % word ſhall be done. And This is the 
difficulty you will be under in ſuch. a caſe: for the com- 
mon ſoldier, when he * to the arſet, or alebouſe, 
will offer this money; if it be refuſed, perhaps he will 
ſwagger and Hector, — hreaten to beat the-butcher, or 
aleuuiſæ, or take the goods by force, and throw them the 
bad, Halſpence. In this and the like caſes, the ſpoplecper, 
or vidtualſer, or any other tradeſman, has no more'to do, 
than, to: demand ten times the price of his goods, if it is to 
be paid' in Wood's mct'ey ; for example, twenty pence of 
that money for a quart M ale, and fo in all things elle, 
and not part with his goods till he gets the money. 

For ſuppoſe you go to an a/ehouſe with that baſe mo- 
ney, and the landlord gives you a quart for four of thoſe 
halfpence, what mult the vidualler do? his brewer will 
not be paid in that coin, or if the - brewer ſhould be ſuch 
a fool, the farmers will not take it from them for their 
B 3 bere 
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bere *, becauſe they are bound, by their leaſes, to pay theit 
vents in good and lawful money of England, which this 
is not, nor of Ireland neither, and the */quire, their land- 
tord, will never be ſo bewitched to take ſuch traſb for 
| his land; fo that it mult certainly ſtop ſomewhere or o- 
| ther, and where · ever it ſtops, it is the 4 thing, and we 
| are all undone, 2 ; . 
11 The common weight of theſe halſbence is between four 
and five to an ounce ; ſuppoſe five, then three ſhillings and 
four pence will weigh a-pound, and conſequently twenty 
ſhillings wilt weigh {1x pounds butter weight. Now, there 
are many hundred farmers, who pay two hundred pounds. 
a-year rent; therefore when one of thefe farmers comes 
with his half-year's. rent, which is one hundred pounds, it - 
will be at leaſt ſix hundred pound weight, which is three 
Horſes load. © * | | 
If a'/quire has a mind to come to town to buy eloaths, 
and wine; and ſpices for himſelf and family, or perhaps 
to paſs the winter here, he muſt bring with him five or fix 
horſes loadep with ſacks, as the farmers bring their corn; 
and, when his lady comes in her coach to our ſhops, it. 
mult be folfowed by a car loaded with Mr Wood's mo- 
ney, And 1 hope we ſhall have the grace to take it for no 
more than-1t is worth. 
They ſay Squire Conolly + hath Feen thouſand pounds 
a year; now if he fends for his rent to town, as it is likely 
he doth, he muſt have two Hundred: and fifty hor /er to 
bring up his half-year's rent, d two or three great cel- 
lars in his houſe for ſtowage. But what the bankers will 
do, I cannot tell: for am aſſured, that fome great 
bankers keep by them forty thouſand pounds ready caſh. 
to anſwer all payments: which ſum, in Mr Wood's 
money, would require twelve hundred horſes to carry 


It 


For my own part, I am already reſolved what to do: 
bare a pretty good ſhop of Iriſtr ſtuffs and lit, and in- 
ſtead of taking Mr Wood's bad copper, I imend to truck 
_ with my neighbours the butchers, and bakers, and brewery, 


*- A ſort of harley in Ireland. 


| Then Speaker of the houſe of Commons. * 4 


and the reſt, for goods 3 and the ket d and filver 
1 have, I rr — 
ter times, or until J am juſt ready to ſtarve, and then E 
will buy Mr Wood's money, as my father did the braſs 
money in King James's time, who could buy #e# pounds of 
it with a gzizea; and I hope e 
and ſo ä — broad from who will be ſuch fools 
s to ſell it me. 

Theſe halſdence, if they oer fo, wil on be aut 
terſeited, becauſe it may be y done, the fuff is ſo 


baſe. The Dutch kkewiſe will 2 


thing, and ſend them over to us to pay for our ; and 
Mr Woot will never be at reft, but com en; that in 
fome years we ſhall have at leaſt fre times 105,000 J. of 
this lumber, Now, the current money of this kingdom is 
not reckoned to be above four hundred thouſand pounds in 
all; and while there is « ſilver dener Jeſt, theſe blood 
fackers will never be quiet. | 

When once the kingdom is reduced to fach a condi- 


_ tion, I will tell you what muſt be the end: the gentlemen - 


of eftates wilt all turn off their cexants for: want of -pay- 
ments, becauſe, as 1 told you 5 
liged by their leaſes to pay Sterling, which is lawful cur- 
rent money of England: then they will turn their own 
farmers, as too many of them» do already); run all into 
ſheep, where they can, keeping only ſuch other cattle as 
are neceſſary; then they will be their own merchants, and 
fend their a and butter,. and hides, and finer beyond 

fea for ready money, and wine, and ſpicer, and fills.” "They 
will keep only a few miſerable cottagers : the ſarmers m 
rob, or beg, or leave their country; the /hopkrepers in this 
and every other town muſt break and farve; for it is the 
landed man that maintains the merchant, and hopheeper, 
and handicraſtſman. 

But when the u e turns farmer and merchant him- 
felf, all the good money he gets from abroad, he will 
hoard up to ſend for England, and keep ſome poor tailor 
or weaver and the like in his own' houſe, who will be glad 
to get bread at any rate. k 


I ſhould never have done, if J were to tell you all the 
miſeries that we ſhall: undergo, if we be ſo foolih "1 
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wicted as to take this curſed cin. It would be very 
Hard, if all Ireland ſhould be put into one ſcale, and this 
ſorry fellow Wood into the other; that Mr Wood ſhould . 
weigh down this whole kingdom, by which England gets 
above a million of good money every year clear into their 
Pockets 5 and chat i is more ang the Engliſh do by * the 
avorld'belides. V il 52 4 
But your great comfart i is, chat as his Majeſty” 8 Dune 
dotii not oblige you to take this money, fo the /aws have 
not given the crews a power of forcing the ſulſect to take 
what money the King pleaſes; for then, by the ſame. rea- 
Jon, we might be bound to take pebb/e- fanes, or cockle= 
Shells, or ſtamped leather, for current coin, if ever we 
ſhould-happen to live under an ill prince, who might like- 
wiſe, by the ſame power, make a guinea pals for ten 
pounds," d ſpulling for twenty ſhillings, and ſo on; by 
which he wodld, in a ſhort time, get all the /ilver and 
old of the kingdom into his own hands, and leave us no- 
Shipg bat braſr'or leather, or what he pleaſed. 1 Neither 
is any thing reckoned more crae/ and oppreſive in the 
D government, than their common practice of calling. 
in all their money, after they have ſunk it very low, and 
then! coining it ane w at a much higher value; which, 
however, is not the thouſandth part ſo wicked as this aþ- 


:ominable projet? of Mr Wood. For the French give 


their ſubjects //ver for ſlver, and gold for gold; but this 
[fellow will not ſo much as give us good braſ or copper 
or our w and. ver, nor even a tweltth part of their 
worth... ' 
Having faid this 1 1 will now go c on to tell youthe 
judgment of ſome great laavyers in this matter; whom I 
fee d on purpoſe. for your ſakes,” and got their opinions 
under their hands, that 1 might be ſure I went upon good 


grounds. 
A famous lu, bock, called the Mirrour of juſtice, dif- 


' courfing of the charters ( or laws } ordained by our ancient 


kings, declares the law to be as follows, It was ordained, 
That no king of this realm ſhould change or impair the 
money, or Ry any other money than of gold or ſilver, 
| without 


-” 


IKT 


without the aſent of all the counties ; that ir, as my Lord 
Coke * ſays, without the afſent of parliament,  _ 
This book. is. very ancient, and of great authority for 
the time in which it was Wes and LAY 
is often quoted by that great lawyer e T. By 
the E England ſeveral metals — divided into lau- 
ful or true metal, and unlawful or falſe metal ; the for» 
mer comprehends „luer or gold, the latter all ba/tr metals, 


That the former is only to paſs in payments, appears oy an 


act of parliament | made the twentieth year of Ed 


the Firſt, called, The flatute concerning the paſſing of 


pence; Which I give you here as I got it tranſlated in- 
to Engliſh; for ſome of our /aws at that time were, as'I 
am told, written in Latin : Whoever in buying or ſelling 
preſumes to refuſe an halfſpenny or farthing of lawful 
money, hearing the ſlamp which it ought to have, let him 
be ſeized on as a contemner of the King's Maj ev, and 
caſt into priſen. | 


By this /tatute, no perſon is to be reckoned a con- 
er of the King's Majeſty, and for that crime to be com 


mitted to priſon, but he who refuſeth to accept the King's 
coin made of /awful metal; by which, as I obſerved be- 
fore, /ilver and gold only are intended. 1 Uh 
That this is the true conſtruction of the act, appears 
not only from the plain meaning of the words,. but from 
my Lord Coke's | obſervation upon it. By this act (ſays 
be) it appears, that no ſubject can be forced to take in 
buying, or ſelling, or other payment, any money made 
but of /awful metal; that is, of ver or gole. 
The law of England gives the Lig all mien of gold 
| 298 but not the mines of other 8 79 

of which prerogative or power, as it is given by m 
Lord Coke s 4, is becanſe money can be made of gold and 
flver, but not of other metals. | LIES: 
| Purſuant to this opinion, hai/pence and farthings were 


Int. 576; Lint. x 


T2 mt. 576. 7. [42 laſt. 7. 


— — —— — — — — 


anciently made of luer, which is evident from the act of 
Parliament of Henry the Fourth, chap, 4. whereby it is 


$ 2 Inſt, 377. | 
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enacted as follows: Item, for the great ſcarcity that it 
at preſent within the. realm of Fneland of half pence and 
farthings of ſilver, it is ordained and eftabliſhed, that the 
third part of all the money of ſilver plate avhich ſhall be 
brought to the bullion, hall be made into halfpence and 
farthings, This ſhews, that by the words halſpenny and 
farthing of lawful money in that ature concerning the. 
pal ""g of pence, is meant a mall coin. in due and 
"ns ngs of filvers” A 
| This is firther manifeſt gem cls ſtatute of the Sinh 
year of Edward the Third, chap. 3. which enacts, That 
10 Sterling halfpenny or farthing be molten for to mate 
veſſels, or any other thing by the goldſmiths, nor others, 
upon the forfeiture of the money ſo molten ( or melted ).- 
Buy another act in this King's reign, back money was not 
to be current in England, And, by/an act made in the 
3 eleventh year of his reign, chap. 5. galley-halfpence were 
[ | not to paſs: what kind of coin theſs were, I do not know; 
but I preſume they were made of baſe metal. And theſe 
acts were no new laub, but further en e r of the old 
| laws relating to the coin, . 
1 Thus the /aw ſtands in relation to coin. Nor i is there 
any example to the contrary, except one in Dadis's re. 
F ports, who tells us, that, in the time of Tyrone's rebel- 
| | lion, Queen Eliſabeth ordered money of mixed metal to be 
| coined in the tower of London, and ſent over hither for 
the payment of the army, obliging all people to receive it; 
and commanding that all filver money ſhould be taken only 
as bullion; that is, for as much as it weighed. Davis tells 
us ſeveral particulars in this matter, too long here to trou- 
ble you with, and that the privy council of this kingdom 
obliged a merohant'in En Sand e receire this mixed N 
for goods tranſmitted hither. 
But this proceeding is refoted by: all he beſt n 
w "contrary to\lawy the privy council here having no ſuch 
legal power. And, beſides, it is to be conſidered, that 
deen uas chen under. great difficulties by a-rebe/ 
lion in this Kingdom aſſiſted from Spain; and whatever is 
done in great exigencies and dangerous times, ſhould never 


be an example to proceed by in ſeaſons of own *_ quiet 
e. 78-2 ; 


2.44 ** 
— ——— —ñ —— — — * 
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I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the trouble, 
ſet before you in ſhort, what the law obliges you to do, 
and what it does not oblige you to. {3 46] 
Firſt, Vou are obliged to take all money in payments 
which is coined by the King, and is of the Engliſh ſtandard 
or weight, provided it be of gold or filver. ; . 
Secondly, Vou are not obliged to take any money which 
is not of gold or /ilver ; not only the halſpence or far- 
things of England, but of any other country. Add it is 
merely for convenience, or eaſe, that you are content to 
take them; becauſe the cuſtom of coining ſilver Sal pence 
and ſarthings hath long been left off; I ſuppoſe on account 
of their being ſubject to be loſt. 
Thirdly, Much leſs are we obliged to take thoſe vile 
balſpence of that ſame Wood, by which you muſt loſe. al- 
molt eleven pence in every ſliilling. He 
Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all: refuſe 
this filthy traſh, It is no treaſon to rebel againſt. Mr 
Wood. His Majeſty, in his patent, obliges nobody to 
take theſe hal/perite: our gracious prince hath no ſuch ill 
adviſers about him; or, it he had, yet you ſee, the laws 
| have not left it in the Xing's power to force us to take any 
coin but what is lawful, of right ſtandard, geld and filver, 
| Therefore you have nothing to fear, | . 
And let me, in the next place, apply myſelf particularly 
N to you, who are the poorer ſort of tradeſmen. Perhaps 
ZW: 
| 


Sar A GS... wr in. ihe. As 
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you may think, you will: not be ſo great loſers as the rich, 

if theſe halfpence ſhould paſs ; becauſe you ſeldom ſee any 

filver, and your cuſtomers come to your ſhops or ſtalls 

| with nothing but braſ7, which you likewiſe find hard to 
EZ. be got. But you may take my word, wheneyer this mo 
ney gains footing among you, you will be utterly undone. 
If you carry theſe hal/þence to a ſhop for tobacco, or 
brandy, or any other thing that you want ;. the, ſhopkeeper 
will advance his goods accordingly, or elſe he muſt break, 
and leave the hey under the door. Do pon think I will 
fell you 4 yard of: tenpenny ſtuff for twenty of "Mr 
Wood's halfpence ?- No, not under two hundred at leaſt; 
neither will I be at the trouble of counting, but weigh 
them in a lump. 1 will tell you one thing further, that 
if Mr Wood's project ſhould take, it would ruin even our 
= beggars ; 


a. 
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beggars ; for when I give a beggar a halfpenny, it will 
quench bis thirſt, or go a good way to fill his belly; 
but the twelfth part of a halfpenny will do him no more 
ſervice, than if I ſhould give him three pins out of my 
In ſhort, theſe ha/ſpence are like the accurſed thing. 
which, as the ſeripture tells us, the children of Iſrael 
were forbidden to euch. They will run about ie the 
plague, and deſtroy every one who lays his hands upon 
them. I have heard ſcholars talk of a man who told the 
King, that he had invented a way to torment people by 
putting them into a bull of bra/+ with fire under it: but 
the prince put the prejector firſt into bis brazen bull to 
make the experiment. This very much reſembles the 
project of Mr Wood]; and the like of this may poſhbly be 
Mr Wood's fate; that the braſ7 he contrived to torment 
this kingdom with, may prove his own torment, and his 
deſtruction ar laſt. | 


- NN. B. The author of this paper is informed by perſons 
who have made it their buſineſs to be exact in their obſer- 
vations on the true value of theſe hal/pence, that any per- 
fon may expect to get a quart of - penny ale for thirty- 
fix of them. | | 


I deſire that all /amilies may keep this paper carefully 
by them to refreſh their memories, whenever they ſhall 
have farther notice of Mr Wood's halfpence, or any o- 
ther the like impoſture *. 


| . At the ſound of the Drafier®s trumpet, a ſpirit arofe among 
the people, that, in the eaſtern phraſe, was like unto a tempeſt in 


the day of the whirlwind. Every perſon of every rank, party, 
and denomination, was convinced, that the admiſſion of Wood's 


copper muſt prove fatal to the commonwealth. The Papiſt, the 
Fanatic, the Toy, the Whig, all liſted themſelves volunteers 


under the banner of M. B. Drapier, and were all equally zealous - 


to ſerve the common cauſe. Much heat, and many fiery fpeeches 


againſt the adminiftrafion, were the conſequence of this union : + 


nor had the flames been allayed, notwithſtanding threats and pro- 
clamations, had not the coin been totally ſuppreſſed, and had not 
Wood withdrawn his patent. Orrery. See the note at the end of 


letter 5. | 
ee LETTER 
Fg | 


3 


LETTER A. 


A LETTER to Mr HAR DIN the printer. 
upon occaſion of a paragraph in his news- 
paper of Auguſt 1. 17245 relating to Mir 
Woop's HALFPENCE. * 


d 21 


N your W der of the wit inſtant there is 2 para- 
graph, dated from London, July 25. relating to 


Wood's halfpence ; whereby it is plain, what 1 foretold 


in my letter to the "Phopheepers, Cc. that this vile fellow 
would pever be at reſt ; and that the danger of our ruin ap- 
proaches nearer; and therefore the kmgdom requires new 
and frefb warning However, 1 take this paragraph to 
be, in a great meaſure, an impoſition-upon the public; at 
feaſt 1 hope ſo, becauſe I 2m informed that Wood is ge- 
nerally his own news- writer, 1 cannot but obferve from 
that paragraph, that this public enemy of ours, not ſatiſ- 
fied to ruin us with his traſh, takes every occaſion to treat 


this kingdom with the utmoſt contempt. "He repreſents 


ſeveral of our merchants and traders upon examination be- 
fore a committee of council,” agreeing, that there was the 
utmoſt neceſſity of copper money here, before his patent; 
fo that ſeverdl gentlemen have been forced 10 tally with 
their workmen, and give them bits of cards 'ſealzd and 
Jubſcribed with their names, What then? ol a phyſici:n 
preſcribe to à patient a dram of pbyſic, ſhall a fea: apo- 
thecary erat pim, with a po, 4 d mix 1 ir op # th Phifen ? 
and is not a HH rd's hand and” to his own Tabourers a 
better fecurir for five or ten ThiMings) than Wood's brafs, 
ten times beſdu/ the real value, can be to ibe kingdom for 
an hundred and ejghttHouſand pounds ? 

But who are "theſe ere,’ und traders of Ireland 
that made this report of the utmoſt neceſſity we are under 


| for copper money? 2 only a ſeiy detreyere of their 


Vol. III. country, 
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country, confederates with Wood, from whom they are to 


purchaſe a great quantity of his coin, perhaps at half the 

rice that we are to take it, and vend it among us, to the 
ruin of the public, and their own private advantages. Are 
not theſe excellent witneſſes, upon whoſe integrity the fate 


of the kingdom muſt depend, evidences in their own cauſe, , 


and ſharers in this work of iniquty ? | #. 
If we could have deſerved the liberty of coining for our- 


| ſelves, as we formerly did, and why we have it not, is e- 


very body's wonder as well ar mine, ten thonſand pounds 
might have been coined here in Dublin of only one fifth be- 
low the intrinſic value, and this ſum, with the ſtock of 
halfpence we then had, would have been ſufficient ; but 
Wood, by his emiffaries, enemies to Go and this king - 
dom, Hath taken care to buy up as many of our old half- 
pence as he could; and from thence the preſent want of 
change ariſes; to remove which by Mr Wood's remedy, 
would be to cure a ſcratch on the finger by cutting off the 
arm. But ſuppoſing there were not one farthing of change 
in the whole nation, I will maintain, that five. and twenty 
thouſand pounds would be a ſum fully ſufficient to anſwer 


all our occaſions, I am no inconſiderable ſhopkeeper in this 


town; I have diſcourſed with ſeveral of my own, and o- 
ther trades, with many gentlemen both of city and coun- 
try, and alſo with great numbers of farmers, cottagers, 
and labourers, who all agree, that two ſhillings in change 
for every family would be more than neceſſary in all deal- 
ings. Now, by the largeſt computation (even before that 
grievous diſcouragement of agriculture *, which hath ſo 
much leſſened our numbers) the ſouls in this kingdom are 
computed to be one million and à half; which, allowing 
ſix to a family, makes two hundred and fifty thouſand fa- 
milies, and conſequently two ſhillings to each family will 
amount only to five and twenty thouſand pounds; where · 
as this honeſt, liberal, hardwareman, Wood, would im- 
poſe upon us above four times that ſum. | 
Your paragraph relates further, that Sir. Iſaac Newton 
reported an af/ay taken at the Tower of Wood's metal; 


by which it appears, that Wood had in all reſects perform- 


* Perhups the probibltion from plooghing. See f. 7 N 


ed bis contract. His contract! with whom? was it with 
the parliament or people of lreland ? are not they to be 
the purchaſers ? bur they deteſt, abhor, and reject it ax 
corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and traſh, Upon 
which he grows' angry, goes to law, and will impoſe his 
goods upon us by force. * | 

But your news letter ſays, that an ay was made of 
the coin, How impudent and infupportable is this? 
Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two halfpence of good 
metal, ſends them to the Tower, and they are approved, ' 
and theſe mult anſwer all that he hath already coined, or 
ſhall coin for the fature, It is true, indeed, that a gen 
tle man often ſends to my ſhop for a pattern of ſtuff; I cut 
it fairly off, and, if he likes ir, he comes, or ſends, and 
compares the pattern with the whole piece, and probably 
we come to à bargain, ' But if 1 were to buy an hundred 
ſheep, and the grazier ſhould bring me one ſingle wether, 
fat and well fleeced, by way of pattern, and expel the 
fame price round for the whole hundred, without —_—_ 

me to ſee them before he was paid, or giving me good ſe- 
 curity to reſtore my money for thoſe that were lean, or 
rn, or ſtabby, I would be none of his cuſtomer, I 
e heard of a man who had a mind to ſell his honſe, 
and therefore carried a piece of brichin his pocket, which 
he ſhewed as a pattern to encourage purchaſers ; and this 
is directly the caſe in point with Mr Wood's afay. 

The next part of the paragraph contains Mr Wood's 
voluntary propoſals for preventing any further objections 
or apprebenſtons. | : 

His firſt propoſal is, That whereas he hath already coin- 
ed ſeventeen thouſand pounds, and has copper prepared to 
make it up forty thouſand pounds, he will be content t 
coin no more, unleſs the #X1GENCIES OF TRADE REQUIRE 
r, although his patent impowers him to coin a far greater 
quantity, oy 

To which if I were to anſwer, it ſhould be thus: Let 
Mr Wood and his crew of /cznders and tixkers coin on, 
till there is not an old kettle left in the kingdom; let them 
coin old leather, tobacco-pipe-clay, or the dirt in the ſtreet, 
and calf their trumpery by what name they pleaſe, from a 
guinea to a farthing; we are not under any concern to 

| he | know. 
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know-how-he and and his. tribe of accomplices think fit to 
employ themſelves. ' But 1 hope, and truſt, that we are 
all to a man fully determined to have noihing to do with 
him or his ware. 
The King has given him a patent to coin — "BW but 
hath not obliged us to take them; and I have already, 
fhewn in my latter to the ſhopheepers, &c. that the law 
bath not left it in the power of the prerogative to compel 
the ſubject to take any money, belides gold and ſuver of 
the right ſterling and ſtandard. of 1 
Wood further propoſes, (if. 1 underſand hin right, for- 
his expreſſions are dubious), that he will mot coin above 
Forty thouſand pounds, unleſs the exigencies of trade require 
a it. Firſt, I obſerve that this ſum of forty thouſand pounds 
is almoſt double to-what I proved to be ſufficient for the 
whole kingdom, although we had not one, of gur old balf- 
pence left. Again, I aſk, who is to be judge when the 
extgencies of trade require. it? Without doubt he means 
himſelf; for as to us of this poor kingdom, who mult be 
utterly ruined if this project ſhould ſucceed, we. were ne- 
ver 6nce conſulted till the matter was over, and he will, 
judge of our exigencies by his own; neither will theſe be 
ever at an end, till he and his accomplices ſhall think they. 
have enough : and it now appears that he will. not be con- 
tent with all our gold and ſilver, but intends to buy * our 
goods and manufactures with the ſame coin. 
I ſhall not enter into examination of the prices for 
which he now propoſes to ſell his halfpence, or what he. 
calls his copper, by the pound J I have ſaid enough of it 
in my former letter, and it hath likewiſe been conſidered 
by others. It is certain, that by his own firſt computa-. 
tion we were to pay three ſhillings for what was intrinſical - 
ly worth but one, although it had been of the true weight 
and ſtandard for which he pretended to have contracted ; 
but there is ſo great a difference both in weight and bad- 
_neſs in ſeveral of his coins, that ſome of them have been 
nine in ten below the intrine value, and moſt of them lx | 
or ſeven. ; 
His laſt propoſal 15 of a eg ſtrain and nature, 
deferves to be very particularly conſidered both on account 


of the matter and the 1 It is as follows, _ $ 
0 | | Laſtly, 


mw 
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LETTERS 34 
Laſtiy, In conffderatiom of the direful apprehenſion: 
which prevail in Ireland, that Mr Wood will by ſuch 
coinage drain them of their gold and filver 3 he propoſer 
to take their manufucturet in exchange, and that no per- 
ſon be obliged to receive more than five pence halſpenny at 
one payment, 

Firſt, Obſerve this little impudent hard uareman turn - 
ing into ridicule the direfut ql rye on" of a whole kinp<. 
dom, priding himſelf as the cauſe of them, and daring to 

reſcribe (what no king of England ever attempted) how 

ar a whole nation ſhall be obliged to take his braſs coin. 
And he has reaſon to infult : for fure there was never an 
example in hiſtory of a great kingdom kept in awe for 
above a year, in daily dread of utter deſtruction, not 
by a powerful-invader at the head of twenty thouſand men, 
not by a plague or a famine, not by a tyrannical prince (for 
we never had one more gracious) or a corrupt adminiſtras - 
tion, but by one ſmgle, diminutive, infignificant mecha- 
nic. 

But to go on: To remore our direful apprehenſion, 
that he will drain us of our gold and filver by his coin 
age, this little arbitrary mzk-monarch molt graciouſly of- 
fers to take our manuſacturet in exchange. Are ourIriſh 
underſtandings indeed fo low in his opinion? Is not this 
the very mifery we complain of, that his curſed project 
will put us under the necęſſiy Hr felling our goods for what 
is equal to nothing aud ſuch a propoſal ſound 

from France or Spain, ber country with which we 
traffie, if they ſhould offer to deal with us only upon this 
condition, that we ſhould take their money at ten times 
e than the intrinſic value? Does Mr Wood think, for 
inftance, that we will felt him a ſtone of wool for a parcel 
of his counters not worth /ixpence, when we can ſend it to 
England, and receive as many fhillings-in gold and filver ? 

Surely there was never heard ſuch a compound of impu« 

dence, e and folly. | KY 

His propoſals conclude with perfect ig treaſon, He 

. promiſes, that uo perſon /hall be obliged to receive more 
Iban fte pence halfſþpenny of his coin in one payment. By 
which it is plain, that he pretends to ob/ige every ſub- 
ject in this kingdom to take fo much in eyery payment, if 
3 8 1 


and forty pounds by taki 
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it be offered ; whereas. hs patent ob/iges. no man, por ean 
the prerogative by law claim ſuch a power, as I have.oft-, 
en obſerved ; ſo that here Mr Wood takes upon him the 
entire legiſlature, and an abſolute dominion over the pro- 
perties of the whole nation. D 
Good God ! who are this wretch's adviſers? who are 
his ſupporters, abettors, encouragert, or  ſharers? Mr 
Wood will oblige me to take five pence, halfpenny of his 
braſs in every payment. And 1 will ſhoot Mr Wood and 
his deputies through the head like 4ighwaymern or houſe- 
breakers, if they dare to force one farthing of their coin 
on me in the payment of an hundred pounds. It is no loſs 
of honour to ſubmit to the Jian; but who, with the fi- 
gure of a man, can think with patience of being devoured 
alive by a rat? He has laid a tax upon the people of Ire- 
land of ſeventeen ſhillings at leaſt in the pound: a tax, I 
fay, not only upon lands, but intereſt-money, goods, ma- 
nufactures, the hire of handicraftſmen, labourers, and ſer- 
vants. Shopkeepers, look to yourſelves ! Wood will ob- 
lge and force you to take five pence halfpenny of his traſh 
in every payment ; and many of you receive twenty, thir- 
ty, forty payments in one day, or elſe you can hardly find 
bread : and pray conſider how much that will amount to in 
2 year; twenty times five pence halfpenny is nine ſhillings 
and two pence, which is above an hundred and ſixty pounds 
a-year, wherein you will be loſers of at leaſt one hundred 
payments in his money. 

If any of you be ae i Mr Wood on ſuch 
conditions, they may; but" Tor my own particular, let 
his money periſh with him, If the famous Mr Hambden 
rather choſe to go to priſon, than pay a few ſhillings te 
King Charles I. without authority of parkament ; Iwill 
rather chuſe to be banged than have all my ſubſtance taxed 
at ſeventeen ſhillings in the pound at the arbitrary will and 
Pleaſure of the venerable Mr Wood, 5 - 
The paragraph concludes thus: N. B. (that is to ſay, 


nota bene, or mark well} No evidence appeared from 
Ireland, or elſcaubere, io prove the miſchicfs. complained 
of, or any abuſes whatſoever committed in the execution of 


the. ſaid grant. * e bulghA 5 
The impudence of this remazk exceeds all that 2 
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the kingdom were entirely againlt it, would not 


was it not, becau Ito tus \ | 
ſty, that ſuch a coinage would be of advantage to the good 


201 4'8T TER He ry 36 


fore. Firſt, t ©} oule of Commons, Ire nd, whic f, 
preſents the hols people of N e de Pond, 


the privy council addreſſed his Majeſty againſt theſe, half - 


enſe of the nation? If his copper were Trac, 85 
at di 


ſufficient to reject it? Muſt a committee of the whole. 
bouſe of Commons, and our whole privy: council, go over 
to argue pro, and con with Mr Wood? To what end dis 
the King give bis pacept for coining balf in Ireland 7 
eit was repreſented to his Sacred Maje- 


of this kingdom, and of all his ſubjects here? It is to the 
patentee's peril, if his repreſentation be falſe, and. he ex- 
ecution of his patent be fraudulent and corrupt. Is he ſo 
wicked and fooliſh to think, that his patent was given him 
to ruin a million and a half of people, that he might be a 
gainer of three or four ſcore ng pounds to himſelf ? 
Before he was at the charge of paſhng a patent, much 
more of. raking up ſo much filthy droſs, and ſtamping it 
with his Majelly's image and ſuperſcription, ſhould he 
not firſt in common ante, in common equity, and common 
manners, have conſulted the principal party concerned ; 
that is to ſay, the people of the kingdom, the houſe of 
Lords, or Commons, or the privy council? If any foreign» 
er ſhould aſk us, whoſe image and ſuperſcription there is 


en Wood's coin? we ſhould be aſhamed to tell him, it was 


Czſar's, In that great want of copper halſpence which 
he alledges we were, onffcity ſet up our Cefar's * ſtatue 
in excellent copper, at an expenſe that is equal in value to 
thirty thouſand pound of his coin, ; and we will not re- 
ceive. his image in worſe metall. 
. I obſerve many of our people putting a melancholy caſe 
on this ſudject. It is tru ; Fay they, we are all undonę 
if Wood's halfpence muſt paſs ; but what ſhall we do if 
his Majeſty puts out a proc mation commanding; us 0 
take them ? This, hath pen been dinped in my ears, 
But I deſire * puntrymen to be aſſured that there is. no- 


thing in it. The King never iſues ot a proclamatiam 
0 8998 e 
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bur to injoin what the law permits him. He vill not if- 
ſue out a proclamation againſt /aw ; or if ſuch a thing 
ſhould happen by a miſtake, we are no more obliged to 
obey it than to run our heads into the fire. Beſides, his 
Majefty wilt never command us by a proclamation, what 
he does not offer to command us in the patens itſelf. 
There he leaves it to our difcretion ; ſo that our deftrac- 
tion muſt be entirely owing to ourſelves. Therefore let 
no man be afraid of a proclamation, which will never be 
granted; and if it ſhould, yet upon this occaſton will be 
of no force, The King's revenues here are near four 
hundred thouſand pounds a- year. Can you think his mi- 
niſters will adviſe him to take them in Wood's braſs, which 
will reduce the value to fifty thouſand pounds? England 
ets a million Sterling by this nation; which, if this pro- 
ect goes on, will be almoſt reduced to nothing: and do 
you think thoſe who live in England upon Triſh eſtates, 
will be content to take an eighth or tenth part by being 
paid in Wood's drofs ? | 
If Wood and his confederates were nat convinced of 
our ſtupidity, they never would have attempted ſo auda- 
cious an enterpriſe. He now fees a fpirit hath been raiſed 
againſt him, and he only watches till it begins to flag: he 
goes about watching when to devour us. He hopes we 
fall be weary of contending with him; and at laſt out of 
ignorance or fear, or of being perfectly tired with oppoſi - 


tion, we ſhall be forced to yield: and therefore, I confeſs, 


it is my chief endeavour to keep gp your fpirits and reſent- 
ments. If Tell you there is a precipice under yon, and 
thatif you'go forwards you will certainly break your necks; 
if 1 point to it before your eyes, muſt I be at the trouble 
of repeating it every morning? Are. our people's hearts 
waxed groft ? are their ears dull of hearing? and have 
they cloſed. their eyer ? I fear there are ſome few viper: 


among us, who for ten or twenty pounds gain would ſell 


their ſouls and their country; although at laſt it ſhould end 


in their own ruin, as well as ours. Be not like the deaf 


charm he never fo wifely. 
Although my leiter be directed to you, Mr Harding, 
yert intend it for all my coumrymen. I Rave no intereſt 
42 | _ 
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ia chis Ab but what is common to the publiey Lcan:live 
better than many others; I have ſome gold and ſilvet by 
me, and a ſhop well furniſhed; and ſhall be able to make 
a ſhift, when many of my betters are ſtarving,» But I am 
grieved to ſee the coldneſs and indifference of many people, 
with whom 1 diſcourſe... Some are afraid of a proclamas, 
tion; others ſhrug up their houlders, and cry, What would 
you have us to do? Some give out, there is no danger at 
all: others are comforted, that it will be a common cala · 
mity, and they ſhall fare no worſe than their neighbours. 
Will a man who hears midnight-robbers at his door, get 
out of bed and raiſe his family for a common defence; and, 
ſhall a whole kingdom lie in a Jethargy, while Mr Wood. 
comes at the head of his confederates to rob them of all 
they haye, to ruin us and our poſterity, for ever? If a, 
highwayman meets you on the road, you give him your; 
money to ſave your. life; but God be thanked, M Wood 
cannot touch a hair of your heads. Vou have all the laws 
of God and man on your ſide: when he, or his accomplices 
offer you his droſs, it is but ſaying No, and you are ſafe. 
If a madman ſhould come into my ſhop with a handful; of 
dirt raked out of the kennel, and offer it in payment for, 
ten yards of ſtuff, I would pity or laugh : at him; or, if his 
behaviour, deſeryed it, kick him out of my doors. .\And i 
Mr Wood comes to demand my gold and filver, or com- 
modities for which I have paid my . and ſilver, in ex- 
change for bis traſh, can he deſerve or expe better treat 


ment? 


When the ani day'i is chm, (fi it muſt come). let us 
mark and obſerve thoſe ho preſume to offer theſe half- 
pence in payment. Let their names, and. trades, and 
places of abode, he made public, that every one may be 
aware of them, as betrayers of their country, and conſe- 
derates with Mr Wood. Let them be watched at mar- 
kets and fairs; and let the firſt honeſt diſcoverer give the 
word about, tbat Mr Wood's balfpence have been of- 


% 


fered, and ae Poet eee to receive 


Perhaps r 64 been b too * * there r * 


ver be an end, if I attempted to ay all chat this melan- 
| Sly ſubject will bear, 1 will, copclade. with wa 
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fering one propoſal; which, if it were put into practioe, 
would blow up this deſtructive project at once. Let ſome 
flful, e pen draw up an advertiſement to the fol- 
ing pur 

N. — one Wilkam Wood, bardwareman, now or 
hately ſojourning in the city of London, bath, by many 
miſrepreſentations, procured a patent for coining an bun- 
ared and eigbt thouſand pounds in copper balſpence for 
this kingdom ; which is a ſum five timer greater than our 
occaſions require : and it #s notorious, that the 
faid Wood hath coined his balfpence of ſuch baſe metul, 
and falſe weight,” that they are at leaſt fix parts in ſeven 
below the real value: and\whereas we have reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that the ſaid. Wood may at any time hereafter 
elandeſtinely ooin as many more halfpence at be pleaſes : 


and whereas the faid patent neither doth, nor can oblige 


his Majefly's fubgedis to receive the faid balſpence in any 
payment, but leaves it to their voluntary choice ; becauſe 


by law: the fubjel? cannot be obliged to take any money, ex- 
gold or ſilver: and whereas, contrary to the letter 
and muaning of the faid patent, the ſaid Wood hath de- 


cared, that every perſen- ſpall be obliged to take five 


as the boufe of Commons, and privy council, have ſeveral- 
& reſet bis Meft Sacred Mayefly, repre e ting 275 101 
conſequences which the ſaid coinage nay have Aae, +54 
kingdom: and, lafily, whereas it is untoerfally 

that the whole nation to a man (except My Wo 9. — 
his confederates) are in the utmoſt apprehenſion: of the 
ruinous conſequences that muff follow from the ſaid com- 
age; therefore we, whoſe names ave under written, bet 
perſons of confiderable efftates in this kingdom, and 
ders therein, do unanimouſly refolve and declare, that we 
an never receive one farthing or halfperny of the ſaid 
Wood's coining ; and that we will direct all our tenants 
to refuſe the ſaid coin from any perſon whatſoever ; of 
which that they may uot be ignorant, we have ſent them a 
copy of this advertiſement to be read to them by our fle- 


| ards, receivers, &c. 


I could wiſh, that a paper of this nature might be drawn 
* * Leued by two or three hundred principal gentle- 
men 


LETTER B14 


men of this kingdom; and printed copies thereof ſent to 
their ſeveral tenants, I am deceived if any thing could 
ſooner defeat this execrable deſign of Wood, and his ac- 
complicer, This would immediately give the alarm, and 
ſet the kingdom on their guard ; this would give courage 
to the meanelt tenant and cottager. How long, © Lord, 
righteous and true, &e. 1 l 


I muſt tell you in particular, Mr Harding, that you are 
much to blame. Several hundred perſons have inquired 
at your houſe for my letter to the Jhopheepers, &c. and 
you had none to ſell them, Pray keep yourſelf provided 
with that letter, and with this: you have got very well 
by the former ; but I did not then write for your ſake, any 
more than I do now, Pray advertiſe both in every news- 
paper; and let it not be your fault or mine, if our country- 
men will not take warning, I deſire you likewiſe to ſell 
them as cheap as you aan. | 


5 3 229 2998 y 2 7 V 8 


am your ſervant, 
M. B. 


Aug. 4. 1724. 
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dane rnb a Shs"; upon. a paper called, 
T be report of the committee of the Moſt He- 
nourable the K y council in England, rela- 


: to W s Mache. 


To 2 xl Fe Gentry af the kingdom 0 of 
=y Wer {2 


Aviog ds written: #9 letters to the: ids of 
my own level and condition, and haying now-very 
preſſing occaſion for writing a 7hird; 1 thought I could 
not more property A it than to your Lordſhips and 
Morſbipt. 
The occaſion is FO A printed paper was ſent to me on 


| the 18th inſtant, intitled, report of the committee of the 


Lords of his Majeſty's Maſt Honourable privy council in 


England, relating to Mr Wood's halfpence and farthings, 


There is no mention made where the paper was printed ; 
but 1 ſuppoſe it to have been in Dublin: and I have been 
told; that the copy did not come over in the Gazette, but 
in the London Journal, or ſome other print of no autho- 
rity or conſequence, And, for any thing that legally ap- 
pears to the contrary, it may be a contrivance to {right us; 
or a project of ſome printer, who hath a mind to make a 

penny by publiſhing ſomething upon a ſubject which now 
employs all our thoughts in this &ingdom., Mr Wood, in 
publiſhing this paper, would infinuate to the world, as if 
the committee had a greater concern for his credit and 
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privatezemplument, than for the honour of the privy coun- k 


cil, and both houſes of parliament here, and for the quiet 


and welfare of this whole kir-2dom ; for it ſeems intended 


a vindication of Mr Wood, not r ſeveral ſevere re- 


* on the houſes of Lords and Commons of Ireland. 
The 


THE DRAPIERs LETTERS. 4. 
The whole is indeed written with the turn and air of a 
pamphlet; as if it were a diſpute between William Wood 
on the one part, and the /ords juſtices, privy council, and 
both houſer of parliament on the other; the deligh of it 
being to clear William Wood, and to charge the other ſide 
with caſting raſh and groundleſs aſperſions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title danch by Wood 


hath treated the committee with great rudeneſs, by publiſh- 
ing an act of theirs in ſo unbecoming a manner, without 
their leave, and before it was communicated to the gove##- 
nent and privy council of Ireland, to whom the commit - 
tee adviſed that it ſhould be tranſmitted. But, with all 
deference be it ſpoken, I do not conceive that a report of 
a committee of the council in England is hitherto x law in 
either kingdom ; and until any point is determined to be a 
law, it remains diſputable by every ſubject. | 


This (may it pleaſ 
ſeem a * vay 


e your Lordſhips and Worſhilps ) muy 
| way of difcourſing in an i/literate ſbop- 
keeper. I have endeavoured (although without the help 
of books) to improve that ſmall portion of reaſon Got 
hath been pleaſed to give me; and when reaſon plainly 
appears before me, I cannot turn away my head from it. 
Thus, for inſtance, if any lawyer ſhould tell me that ſuch 
a point were law, from which many groſs palpable ab- 
ſurdities muſt follow; I would not, I could not believe 
him. If Sir Edward Coke ſhould poſitively aſſert, -(which 
he no where does, but the direct contrary), that a limit- 
ed prince could by his prerogative oblige his ſobjects to 
take half an ounce of lead, Dumped with his image, for 
twenty ſhillings in gold, I ſhould ſwear he was Zerefved, 
or a deceiver ; becauſe a power like that would leave tlie 
whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at the 
mercy of the monarch; yet this in effect is what Wood 
hath advanced io ſome of his papers, and what ſuſpicious 
people may poſſibly apprehend from ſome paſſages in that 
which is called the report. BATS 
| That paper mentions fuck perſont to have been txamni- 
ned, who were defirous aud willing to be heard upon this. 
fſubject. | am told they were four in all; Coleby, ., 
Mr Finley the banker, and one more, whoſe name I know 
not. The firſt of theſe was tried for tobbing the treaſury 

Vos. III. D in 
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an Ireland: and though he was acquitted for want of le- 
gal proof, yet eyery perſon in the court believed him to be 
guilty. 

But, ſince I have gone ſo far as to mention particular 
perſons, it may be ſome ſatis faction to know who is this 
Wood himſelf, that has the honour to have a whole king- 
dom at his mercy for almoſt two years together. I ſind 
he is in the patent intitled Euire, although he were un- 
derſtood to be only a hardwareman ; and ſo I have been 
been bold to call him in my former letters; however, a 
ſquire he is, not only by virtue of his patent, but by ha- 
ving been a collector in Shropſhire ; where pretending to 


have been robbed, and ſuing the county, he was caſt, 0 


for the infamy of the fact loſt his employment. | 
1 have heard another ſtory. of this Squire Wood from a 

very honourable lady, that one Hamilton told her. Ha- 

milton was ſent for ſix years ago by Sir Iſaac Newton to try 


the coinage of four men, who then ſolicited a patent for 


.coining; halfpence for Ireland; their names were Wood, 
Coſtor, Elliſton, and Parker. . a made the faireſt of- 
fer, and Wood the worſt; for his coin were three half- 
pence in a pound weight leſs value than the other. By 
which it is plain, with what intentions he ſolicited his pa- 
tent; but not ſo plain how he obtained it. 

11 is alledged in the ſaid paper called the report, that 
upon repeated orders from a ſecretary af ſtate for ſending 
over ſuch papers and witueſſes as ſhauld. be thought. pro- 
per to ſupport the objections made. againſt the patent, (by 
both houſes of parliament), the Lord Lieutenant repre- 
ſented the great difficulty he found himſelf in, to comply 
.avith theſe orders : that none of the: principal members of 
.both houſes who were in the King's ſervice, or council, 
.nvould take upon them to adviſe, how any material perſon, 
or papery, might be ſent over an this occafron, Cc. And 
-this is often repeated, and repreſented 18 4 proceeding. that 


ſeems very extraordinary, and that, i in a matter which 


tad raiſed ſo great a clamour in Ireland, ug one perſon | 
could be prevailed upon to come over from Ireland in ſup- 
port of the united ſenſe of both houſes of. parliament in lre- 
land; eſpecially that the chief 'difficulty ſhould ariſe from 
a general apprehenſion of a miſcarriage, in au 21 be- 
+ L 11] , 460 J0uT7 


LETTER HII. | 
fore his Majeſty, or in a proceeding by due courſe of law, 
in a caſe where both houſes of parliament had declared" 
themſelves fo fully convinced, and ſatisfied upon evidence; 
and examinations taken in the moſt ſolemn manner. 5 

How ſhall I, a poor ignorant ſhopkeeper, utterly un- 
ſkilled in law, be able to anſwer ſo weighty an objection?“ 
I will try what can be done by plain reaſon, unaſſilted by 
art, cunning, or eloquence, ' © e . 
la my humble opinion, the committee of council bath al- 
ready prejudged the whole caſe, by calling the united fenſe- 
of both houſes of parliament in Ireland an nniverſul-cla- 
our. Here the addreſſes of the Lords and Commons off 
Ireland againſt a ruinous, deſtructive project of an 2b/cure, 
Angle undertaker, is called a clamour. I defire to know, 
how ſach à ſtyle would be reſented in England from 
committee of council there to a parliament ; and how many 
impeachmenits would follow upon it? But ſuppoſing” the. 
appellation to be proper, I never heard of a wiſe mini- 
ſter, who deſpiſed the univerſal clamour of a people; 
and if that clameur gan be quieted by diſappointing the 
fraudulent practice of a ſingle perſon, the purchaſe is not- 
exorbitant, e Ml . 

But in anſwer to this objection, firſt, it is manifeſt; that 
if this coinage had been in Ireland, with ſuch limitations 
as have been formerly ſpecified in other patents, and" 
granted to perſons of this &ingdom, or even of England, 
able to give ſufficient ſecurity, few or no inconveniencies 
could have happened. As to Mr Knox's patent mention- 
ed in the report, ſecurity was given in to the exchequer, 
that the patentee ſhould upon all demands be obliged to 
teceive his hal/pence back, and pay gold or ſilver in ex- 
change for them. And Mr Moor (to whom J ſuppoſe 
that patent was made over) was in 1694 forced to leave 
off coining before the end of that year, by the great crouds 
of people continually offering to return his coinage upon 
him. In 1698 he coined again, and was forced to give 
over for the ſame reaſon,” This entirely alters the caſe ; 
for there is no ſuch condition in Wood's patent; which 
condition was worth a hundred times all other limitations 
whatſoever. 2.005 tet! 7 | 
Put the caſe, that the two houſes of Lords and Common 
. ; D 5 of 
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of England, and the privy council there, ſhould addreſs 
his Majeſty to recall a patent, from whence they appre- 
Hended the moſt ruinous conſequences to the whole Ty 
dom; and to make it ſtronger if poſſible, that the who 

nation almoſt to a man ſhould thereupon diſcover the meſt 
diſmal apprebenfions, (as Mr Wood ſtyles them); would 
tis Majeſty debate half an hour what he had to do? would 
any miniſter dare adviſe him againſt recalling ſuch a pa- 
tent? or would the matter be referred to the privy 


council, or to Weltminſter-hall ; the two houſes of par- l 


Lament plaintiffs, and William Wood defendant ? and 
is there even the ſmalleſt difference between the two caſes ? 
| Were not the people of Ireland born as free as thoſe of 
England ? how have they forfeited their freedom ? 1s not 
their parliament as fair a repreſentative of the people as 
that of England; and hath not their privy. council as 
great, or a greater ſhare in the adminiſtration of public 
affairs? are not they ſubjects of the ſame King? does not 
the ſame ſun ſhine upon them? and have they not the 


{ame God for their protector? am I a freeman in Eng - 


land, and do I become a /ave in ſix hours by croſſing the 
channel? No wonder then if the boldeſt perſons were cau- 
tious to interpoſe in a matter already determined by the 
whole voice of the nation; or to preſume to repreſent the 
repreſentatives of the kingdom; and were juſtly apprehen- 
ſive of meeting ſuch a treatment as they would deſerve at 
the next ſeſſion. It would ſeem very extraordinary, if 
an inferior court in England ſhould take a matter out of 
the hands of the high court of parliament during a proro - 
gation, and decide it againſt the opinion of both houſes. 
It happens however, that although no perſons were ſa 
bold as to go over as evidences to prove the truth of the 
objections made againſt this patent by the high court of 
parliament here, yet theſe objections ſtand good, not - 


withſtanding the anſwers made by Mr Wood and his 


council. 


The report ſays, that, apan an afſay made of the fing= 4 


neſs, «weight, and value of this copper, it exceeded in e- 
very article, This is poſhble enough in the pieces up- 
on which the aſſay was made; but Wood muſt have fail- 
ed very much in point of dextericy, if he had not taken 

x care 


* 


= ET TS . TD A WV 30 O00 OY WY,  ” $0 5 0» a0 DD WW.”W 5 5. Ww 


mw * YH. FF 


AE ACS X00. CS. AX. 


LETTER 0s Tos 
care to provide a ſufficient quantity of ſuch hal/pence as 


would bear the trial; which he was well able to do, al- 


though they were taken out of< ſeveral parcels ; ſince it is 
now al that the bias of favour hath been wholly oy his 
ſide. 24 f | me «44 gt HE 

But what need is there of diſputing, when we have 4 
poſitive demonſtration of Wood's fraudulent practices. m 
this point? I have ſeen a large quantity of theſe 34/8 
pence weighed by a very ſkilful perſon, which were of four 
different kinds, three of them conſiderably under weight. 
I have now before me an exact computation of the differ- 
ence of weight between theſe four forts; by which it ap- 
ars, that the fourth ſort, or the lighteſt, differs from the 

to'a degree, that in the coinage of three hundred and 
ſixty tons of copper the patentee will be a gainer, only by 
that difference, of twenty-four thouſand four hundred and 


ninety- four pounds; and in the whole the public will be a 


loſer of eighty-two thouſand one hundred and fixty-eight 
pounds ſixteen ſhillings, even ſuppoſing the metal in point 
of goodneſs'to anſwer Wood's contract, and the aa that 
hath been made, which it infallibly doth not. For this 
point hath likewiſe been inquired into by very experienced. 
men; who, upon ſeveral trials on many of theſe. ha!/pence,. . 
have found them to be at leaſt one fourth part below-the - 
real value, not including the raps or counterfeits that he, 
or his accomplices, have already made of bis own.cein; and 
fcattered about. Now, the coinage of three hundred and 
ſixty tons of copper, coĩned by the weight of the fourth - 
or lighteſt ſort of his ha//perice, will amount to ene hun! 
dred twenty-two thouſand four | hundred: eighty-eight 
pounds ſixteen ſhillings ; and, if we ſubtract à fourth part 
of the real value by the baſe mixture in the metal; we muſt⸗ 
add to the public loſs one fourth part to be ſubtracted from 
the intrinſic value of the copper; whict in chree hundred 
and ſixty tons amounts to ten thoufand and eighty pounds 7 - 
and this, added to the former ſum of tighty*two cbouſard 
one hundred ſixty- eight pounds ſixteen ſhillivgs; © will 
make in all ninety-two thouſand two hundred forty-eight 
pounds loſs to the public; beſides the raps or counter/eith+ 
that he may at any time hereafter think fit to coin. Nor 
do I know whether be reckons the drof5- excluſive or in- 
277 D 3 cluſive 
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cluſive with his three hundred and ſixty tons of copper; 
which however will make a conſiderable difference in the 
account, 4 
Tou will here pleaſe to obſerve, that the allowed 
to Wood by the patent is twelve pence out of every 
2 copper _ at 17. 6d. yo 5d. only is allowed 
or coinage of a pound weight for the Engl: ence ; 
and this difference is almoſt 25 per cent. ck l endl 
to the higheſt exchange of maney, even under all the ad- 
ditional. preſſures and obſtructions to trade that this unhap- 
py kingdom lies at preſent. This one circumſtance, in the 
coinage of three hundred and ſixty tons of copper, makes 
a difference of twenty-ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred and 
twenty pounds between Engliſh and Iriſh halfpence ; even 
allowing thoſe of Wood to be all of the heavieſt fort. ' 
It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that for every hal/penny 
in a pound weight, exceeding the number directed by the 
patent, Wood will be a gainer in the coinage of three hun- 
dred and ſixty tons of copper, ſixteen hundred and eighty 
pounds profit more than the patent allows him; out of 
which he may afford to make his comprrellers eaſy upon 
that article. ; 
As to what is alledged, that theſe hal/pence far exceed 
the like coinage for Ireland in the reigns of his Majeſty's 
predeceſſors; there cannot well be a more excepti 
way of arguing, although the fact were true: which how- 
ever is altogether miſtaken, not byany fault in the commit- 
zee, but by the fraud and impoſition of Wood, who cer- 
tainly produced the worlt patterns he could find ; ſuch as 
were coined in ſmall numbers by permiſſions to private 
men, as butchers balfpence, black-dogs, and others the 
Ike; or perhaps the ſmall St Patrick's coin, which paſſeth 
pow for a farthing, or at beſt ſome of the ſmalleſt raps of 
the lateſt kind. For I have now by me Halſpence coined in 
the year 1680 by virtue of the patent granted to my Lord 
Dartmouth, which was renewed to Knox, and they are 
heavier by a ninth part than thoſe of Wood, and of much 
better metal; and the great St Patrick's bal/þence are yet 
larger than either, af | 
But what is all this to the preſent debate: if, under the 
various exigencies of former times, by wars, rebellions, and 
; D inſurrections, 


inſurrections, the kings of England were ſometimes. for- 
ced to pay their armies here with wixed or baſe money ? 
God forbid that the veceſſities of turbulent times ſhould 
be a precedent for times of peace, and order, and ſettle- 
ment. a | 
In the patent above mentioned, granted to Lord Part- 
mouth in the reign of King Charles II. and renewed to 
Knox, the ſecurities given in to the exchequer, obliging the 
patentes to receive his money back upon every demand, 
were an effeQual remedy againſt all inconveniencies: and 
= the copper was coined in our kingdem ſo that we were in 
= no danger to purchaſe it with the loſs of all our ſilver * 
; gold carried over to another, nor to be at the 
going to England for the redreſſing any abuſe. | 
That the kings of England have exerciſed their prero- 
gative of coining copper for Ireland and for England, is 
not the preſent queſtion ; but, to ſpeak in the ſtyle of the 
report, it would ſeem a little extraordinary, ſuppoſing a 
king ſhould think fit to exerciſe his prerogative by coin 
ing copper in Ireland to be current in England, without 
referring it to his officers in that kingdom to be informed, 
whether the grant were reaſonable, and whether the people 
defired it or no, and without regard to the addreſſes of his 
parliament againſt it. God forbid that ſo mean a man as I 
ſhould meddle with the King's prerogative : but I have 
heard very wiſe men ſay, That the King's prerogative is 
bounded and limited by the good and welfare of his people. 
1 deſire to know, whether it be not underſtood and avowed, 
that the good of Ireland was intended by this patent ? But 
Ireland is not conſulted at all in the matter; and, as ſoon 
as Ireland is informed of it, they declared againſt it: the 
#wo houſes of parliament and the privy council addreſs his 
1 upon the miſchiefs apprehended by ſuch a par: 

he privy council in England take the matter out of the 
parliament's cogniſance; the good of the kingdom is 
dropt; and it 1s now determined, that Mr Wood ſhall 
have the power of ruining a whole nation for his private 
advantage, , 7 

1 never can ſuppoſe, that ſuch patents as theſe were 
originally granted with a view of being a fob for the in- 
— 6 
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Whatever profit muſt ariſe to the patentee, was ſu rely 
meant at beſt but as a ſecondary motive; and ſince ſome- 
body muſt be a gainer, the choice of the perſon was made 
5 5 by favour or ſomething elſe, or by the pretence of 
merit and honeſty : this argument returns ſo often and ſo 
| ſtrongly 1 into my head, that I capnot forbear frequently 
repeating it. Surely his Majeſty, when he conſented to 
the paſſing of this patent, conceived he was doing an act 
of grace to his moſt loyal ſubjects of Ireland, without any 
regard to Mr Wood, farther than as an infirament but 
the people of ireland think this patent (intended, no doubt, 
for their good) to be a moſt intolerable grievance; and 
therefore Mt Wood can never fucceed without an open 
avowal, «that his profit is preferred, not only before the 
intereſt, but the very ſafety and or, of a great kingdom ; 
and a kingdom diſtinguiſhed for its loyalty perhaps above 
all others upon earth; not turned from its duty by the 
Juriſdiftjon of the houſe of Loris aboliſhed at a Heel,, by 
the hardſhips of the att of navigation newly inforced, by 
all poſſible obflrudtions in frade, and by a hundred other 
inſtances, enough to fill this paper; nor was there ever 
among us the leaſt attempt towards an inſurrection in fa - 
vour of the pretender. Therefore, whatever juſtice a 
free people can claim, we have at leaſt an egual title to 
it with our brethren in England; and whatever grace a 
good prince can beſtow on the moſt laral ſubjedth, we have 
reaſon to expect it; neither has this kingdom any way de-' 
feryed to be fac rificed' to one Angle, rapucious, Heure, 
ig nomimious projector. at 
Among other clauſes mentioned in this patent to ſhew 
bo adyantageous it is to Ireland, there is one which ſeems 
to be of a ſingular nature; that the patentee ſfiall be 
obliged during his term to pay eight hundred pounds a. ar 
to the crown, and two hundred pound: a-year to the compt- 
1 roller. I have heard indeed, that the King's council do. 
always conſider in the paſſing of a patent, whether it will 
be of advantage to the crown; but I have likewiſe heard, 
that i it is at the ſame time conf dered, whether paſſing of 
it may be injurious to any other perfons or bodies-politic ? 
However, although the attorney and folicitor be ſervants 
to the King, and therefore n to conſult his — 8 
Inter 
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iotereſt ; yet I am under ſome doubt, whether eight hun- 
dred pounds a- year to the crown would be equivalent to 
the ruin of a kingdom, It would be far better for us to 
have paid eight thouſand pounds a- year into his Majeſty's 
coffers in the midſt of all our taxes, (which in proportion 
are greater in this kingdom than ever they were in England, 
even during the war), than purchaſe ſuch an addition to 
the revenue at the price of our utter undoing. n 

But here it is plain, that fourteen thouſand pounds are 
to be paid by Wood only as a ſmall, circumſlantial 
charge for the purchaſe of his patent : what were his o- 
ther vi/ible cots, I know not; and what were his latext, 
is variouſly coujectured; but be muſt be ſorely a man of 
ſome wonderful merit. Hath be ſaved any other kingdom 
at his ownexpenſe, to give him a title of reimburſing him- 
felf by the deſtructian of ours? Hath be diſcovered the 
longitude, or the univerſal medicine? No; but be hath 
found the philo/opher's ons after a new manner, by 
a/ing of copper, and reſolving to force it upon us 
old 


: When the two houſes repreſented to his Majeſty, that. 
this patent to Wood was obtained in a clandeſtine man- 
ger, ſurely the committee could. not think the parliament 
would inſinuate, that it had not paſſed in the common 
forms, and run through every office where fees and per · 
quilites were due. They knew very well, that perſons in 
places were no enemies to grants; and that the officers of 
the crown could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland“ affirmed, it was a ſecret to 
bim; and who will doubt of his veracity, eſpecially when 
be ſwore to a perſon of quality, from whom I had it, that 
Ireland ſhould never be troubled with theſe bal/frence. It 
was a ſecret to the people of Ireland, who were to be the 
only ſufferers ; and thoſe who beſt know the ſtate of the 
kingdom, and were moſt able to adviſe in ſuch an affair, 
were wholly ſtrangers to it. | 

It is allowed by the report, that this patent was paſſed 
without the knowledge of the chief governor, or officers of 
Ireland: and it is there elaborately ſhewn, that farmer 
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patents have paſſed in the ſame manner, and are por in 
law. I ſhall not diſpute the legality of patents, but am 
ready to ſuppoſe it in his Majeſty's power to grant a patent 
18 * round bits of copper to every ſubject he hath. 
Therefore, to lay aſide the point of law, I would only put 
the queſtion, whether in reaſon and 7u/tice it would not 
have been proper in an affair * which the welfare of 
rhe kingdom depends, that the faid kingdom ſhould have 
received timely notice; and the matter not be carried on 
between the pateritee and the officers of the wins, who 
were to be the only gainers by it, 
The parlument,-who in matters of this nature are the 
moſt able and faithful counſellors, did repreſent this grant 
to be deftruttive of trade, and dangerous to the properties 
Z the people: to which the only anſwer i is, Thar the King 
th a' prerogative to make ſuch a grant. 
Tt is aſſerted, That in the patent to Knox his halfdence 
are made and declared the current coin of the kingdom ; ; 
whereas, in this to Wood there is only a power given 10 
ue them to ſuch as will receive them, The authors of 
e report, I think, do not affirm, that the King can, by 
law, declare any thing to be current money by his letters 
patents. I dare ſay they will not affirm it; and if Knox's 
patent contained in it powers . contrary to Jaw, why is it 
mentioned as a precedent in his Majeſty's ju/? and merci- 
fil "reign ? But although that clauſe be not in Wood's 


— 
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berty of the ſubject; yet this is a precedent taken from 
Knox's patent, where the ſame power is granted; and is 
a ſtrong inſtance, what uſes may be ſometimes made of 
| precedents, © | 
1 But although, before the paſſing of this patent, it was 
8 not thought neceſſary to conſult any perſons of this king- 
dom, or make the leaſt inquiry, whether copper money 
were wanting among us; yet now at length, when the 
matter is over, when the patent hath long paſſed, when 
W = hath already coined feyenteen thouſand * 
an 


patent, yet poſſibly there are others, the legality where- 3 
of may be equally doubted; and particularly that where- 4 
by a power is given to William Wood to break into houſes ß, ä 
in fearch of 2, coin mad in imitation of bit. This may 4 
perhaps be affirmed to be illegal and dangerous to the li- 1 
br 
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and hath his tools and implements prepared to coin fox 
times as much more, the committee hath been pleaſed to 


#3+ 44% 


ploying bis Eonularien to bay vp our old ones at à pefny in 
the ſhilling more than they paſs for), it could not be any 


Avepences and tenpences, beſides their twentypences, and 
three and feur pences, by which we are able to make 
change to a halfpenny of almoſt any piece of gold or ſil- 
ver; and if we are driven to the expedient Of A ſcaled 
card with the little gold and ſilver ſtill remaining, it will, 
1 ſuppoſe, be ſomewhat better than to have nothing left 
but Wood's adulterated copper, which he is neither li- 
ged by his patent, nor H1THERTO able by his 2/7ate to 
make good, | | 1 m, 

The report farther tells us, it muff he admitted, that 
letters patents, under the great ſeal of Great Britain, er 
coining copper-money for Ireland. are legal and ligatory, 
a Juſt and reaſonable exerciſe of his Majeſty's royal pre- 
rogative, and in no manner derogatory, or invaſive of any 
Liberty or privilege of his ſubjedts of Ireland. Firlt, we 
Lelire to know, why his Majeſty's prerogative might ; 
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have been as well aſſerted hy paſſing this patent in Ireland, 
and ſubjecting the ſeveral conditions of the contract to 
the inſpection of thoſe who are only concerned, as was 
formerly done in the only precedems for patents granted 
For coining in this kingdom, fmce the mixed money in Queen 


Elifabeth's' time during the difficulties of a revellion-: 7 it 


whereas now, upon the —_—_ impoſition that can poſſi- | 
bly be practifed, we mu 


go to England with our com- 


plaints; where it hath been for ſome time the faſhion to 


think, and to affirm, that ur cannot be tos hardly uſed. 1 
Again, the report ſays, 1 patents are obligatory. 
After long thinking, I am not 


e to find out, what can poſſi- 


bly be meant here by this word eb/igatory. The patent of ll 
Wood neither ob/jzerh him to utter his coin, nor us to take 
it; or if it did the latter, it would be fo far void, be- 


cauſe no patent can obige the ſubject againſt law; unleſs 4 


oy 


an illegal patent paſſed in one kingdom, can bind another, 


and not irſelf. | 
Laſtly, it is added, that ſuch patents are in no manner il 
derogatory, or invaſroe of any liberty or privitege of the Wi 
Ning ſubjetts of Ireland. If this propoſition be true, 
as it is here laid down, without any Imitation either ex- 
preſſed or implied, it muſt follow, that a king of England 
may at any time coin copper money for Ireland, and oblige i 
his ſubjects here to take a piece of copper under the valve 
of half a farthing for half a crown, as was practiſed by 
the late King James; and even without that arbitrary 
prince's excuſe from the neceſfity and exigencies of his af- 
fairs. Tf this be in no manner derogatory, nor invaſive of 
any liberties or privileges of the ſubjeds of Ireland, it 
ought to have been expreſſed what our {berries and privi- 
leget are, and whether we have any at all; for in ſpecify- 
ing the word Jreland, inſtead of ſaying his Majefty's fub- 
Jecte, it would ſeem to inſinuate, that we are nod upon the 
fame foot with our fellow - ſubjects in England; which, 
however the praclice may have been, I hope will never be 
directly aſſerted; for I do not underſtand that Peining's 
act deprived us of our /;berty, but only changed the man- 
ner of paſſing laws here (which however was a power moſt 
indirectly obtained), by leaving the negative to the two hou- 
ſes of parliament, But waving all controverſies relating to 
| the 


1.8 T TIER IM. 39! gg 
the legiſlature, no perſon, I believe, was ever * 
as to affirm, that the people of Ireland have not the ſame 
title to the benefits of the common lau with the reſt gf 
his Majeſty's ſabjes.; and therefore, whatever liberties on 
privileges the people of England enjoy by gommen aw, 
we of Ireland have the ſame; ſo that, in my humble opi- 
nion, the word Jrelani ſtanding in that propoſition was, in 
the mildeſt interpretation, a Thp/e of the mn. 

The report farther aſſerts, that the precedents are au- 
ny, wherein caſes of great importance to Ireland, and 
which immedintely 5 OW the iritereſts of that kingdom, 

as warrants, orders, and directions by the authority of 
the King and his predeteflors, Arve been iſſued under the 
royal Sign-manual without any Previous reference or au- 
vice of his Majeſty's officers Ireland, which have al- 
eways hud their due force, and have. been puntFually com- 
plied avith, and obeyed. It may be ſo, — I am heartily 
ſorry for it:; becauſe it may prove an eternal ſource of diſ 
content. However, among all theſe precedents, chere is 
not one of 4 patent for coining money for Ireland. 
There is nothing hath perplexed me more — 
trine of precedents. If a job is to be done, and upon 
ſearching records you ſind ĩt hath been done before, there 
will not want a lawyer to juſtify che legality of it by-pro- 
ducing his precederts, without ever conſidering the mo- 
tives and circumſtances that firſt introduced them; che ne- 
reflity, or turbulence, or iniquity of times; che 
tions of miniſters, of the arbitrary diſpoſition of the prince 
then reigning. And I have been told by perſons eminent 
in the law, that the worſt actions — — 
capable of, may be juſtified by the ſame doctrine. Hou 
the firft precedent; began of determining — of the high- 
eſt importance to Ireland, and immediately affectin g its in- 
tereſts, without any preyious reference or advice — 
King's officers here, may {ooh be accounted for. Before 
this 0 ngdom was 1 reduced by the ſobmiſſion of 
Tyrone in the laſt Eliſabechis reigu, there 
was a period of boa, b wy woe — years, which Was à various 
ſcene of wur and peace between the Englith pale and the 
Iriſh natives; and the government of that part” of this i- 
Und, Which lay in the Engliſh hands, was in many things 
Vol. III. E i under 
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under the immediate adminiſtration of the King: filves 


.and copper. were often coined here among us; and once 
ap leaſt upon great neceſlity a mixed or baſe metal was ſent 


from England. The reign of King James I. was employ- 
ed ĩn ſettling the kingdom after Tyrone's rebellion ; and 
this nation flouriſhed extremely till the time of the maſ- 
ſacre, 1641. In that difficult juncture of affairs the 
nobility and gentry coined their own plate here in Du- 
blin. 
By all that I can diſcover, — copper coin of Ireland, 

for three hundred years paſt, conſiſted of ſmall pence and 
halfpence; which particular men had licence to coin, and 
were current only within certain towns and diſtricts, ac- 
cording to the perſonal credit of the owner who uttered 
them, and was bound to receive them again; whereof I 
have ſeen many. forts ; neither have I heard of any patent 
granted for coining copper for Ireland, till the reign of 
King Charles II. which was in the year 1680, to George 
Legge, Lord Dartmouth; and renewed by King James II. 

in the firſt year of his reign (1680) to, John Knox. Both 
patents were paſſed in Ireland; and in both the patentees 
were bound to receive their coin again from any that would 
offer them twenty ſhillings of it, for which they were * 
liged to pay gold or ſilver. 

The patents both of Lord Dartmouth ad. Knox were 
referred to the Attorney-General here, and a report made 
accordingly ; ; and both, as I have already ſaid, were paſſ- 
ed in this kingdom. Knox had only a patent for the re- 
mainder of the term granted to Lord Dartmouth; the pa- 
tent expired 1 in 1701, and upon a petition by Roger Moor 
to have it, renewed, the matter was referred hither ; 3 and 
upon the report of the Attorney and Solicitor, that it was 
not for his Majeſty's ſervice; or the intereſt of the nation, 

to have it renewed, it was rejected by King William. It 
ſhould therefore ſeem very extraordinary, that a patent for 
coining copper halfpence, | intended and profeſſed for the 
good of the kingdom, ſhould be paſſed without once con- 
dulting that kingdom, for the good of which it is declared 
to be intended}, and this upon the 1 of a poor, 
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paſſed, they cry out unanimouſly againſt it as ruinous and 
deftrudtive. The repreſentatives of the nation in parlia- 
ment, and the privy council, addreſs the King to have it 
recalled ; yet the patentee, ſuch a one as I have deſcti- 

bed, ſhall prevail to have this patent approved; and his 
private intereſt ſhall weigh down the application of a whole 
kingdom. St Paul ſays, All things are lawful, but 410 
things are not expedient, We are anſwered, that this pa- 
tent is /awful : but is it expedient ? We read, that tho 
high prieſt ſaid, It was expedient that one man ſhould die 

for the people; and this was a molt wicked propoſition: 
but that a whole nation ſhould die for one man, was ne- 
ver heard of before. ' 

But becauſe much weight is laid on the precedents of 
other patents for coining copper for Ireland, I will fer this 
matter in as clear a light as I can, Whoever hath read the 
report, will be apt to think, that a dozen precedents at 
leaſt could be produced of copper coined for Ireland by 
virtue of patents paſſed in England; and that the coinage 
was there too; whereas I am confident, there cannot be 
one precedent ſhewn of a patent paſſed in England for 
coining copper for Ireland for above an hundred years paſt; 
and if there were any before, it muſt be im times of con- 
fuſion, The only patents I could ever hear of, are thoſe 
already mentioned to Lord Dartmouth and Knox, the ſor- 
mer in 1680, and the latter in 1685. Now, let us com- 
pare theſe patents with that granted to Wood. Firſt, the 
patent to Knox, which was under the ſame conditions as 
that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paſſed in Ireland; 
the government and the attorney and ſolicitor general ma- 

king report, that it would be uſeful to this kingdom, 

The patent was paſſed with the advice of the ing / couns- 
cil here; the patentee was obliged to receive his coin 
from thoſe who thought themſelves ſarcharged, and to : 
give gold and filver for it. Laſtly, the patentee was to 
pay only 16 J. 13 s. 4 d. per annum to the crown, Then, 
as to the execution of that patent; firſt, I find the half 
pence were milled, which, as it is of great uſe to prevent 
counterfeits, (and therefore induſtriouſly avoided by 
Wood), ſo it was an addition to the charge of coinage. 
And as for the weight and goodneſs of the metal, I have 

E 2 ſeveral; 
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ſeveral halfbence now by me, many of which weigh a 
ninth part more than thoſe coined by Wood ; and bear 
the fre and hammer a great deal better, and, which is 
no trifle, the impreſſion is fairer and deeper. I grant in- 
deed, that many of the latter coinage yield in weight to 


ſome of Wood's, by a fraud natural to ſuch patentees ; | 


but not ſo immediately after the grant, and before the coin 
grew current ; for in this circumſtance Mr Wood mult ſerve 
for a precedent in future times. 

Let us now- examine this new patent granted to William 
Wood. It paſſed upon very falſe ſuggeſtions of his own 
and of a few confederates: it paſſed in England without 
the leaſt reference hither ; it paſſed unknown to the very 
Lord Lieutenant, then in England, Wood is impowered to 
coin one hundred and eight thouſand pounds, and all the 
officers in the kingdom (civil and military) are commanded 
in the report to countenance and aſſiſi him. Knox had ont 
Iy power to utter what he would take, and was obliged 70 
receive his coin back again at our demand, and to enter 
into ſecurity for ſo doing. Woad's halfpence are not mill- 
ed, and therefore more eaſily counterfeited by ef. 
as well as by others. Wood pays a thouſand pounds per 
annum for fourteen years: Knox paid only ſixteen pounds 
thirteen ſtillings and four pence per annum for twenty - one 
It was the report, that ſet me the example of making a 
compariſon between thoſe two patents, wherein the commit- 
tee was groſaly miſled by the falſe repreſentation of William 
Wood; as it was by another aſſertion, that ſeven hundred 
tons of copper were coined during the twenty-one years of 
Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's patents. Such a quantity of 
copper at the rate of two ſhiViogs and eight pence per pound 
would amount to about an hundred and ninety thouſand 
pounds; which was very near as much as the current caſh 
of the kingdom in thoſe days; yet, during that period, Ire- 
land was never known to have too much copper coin; and 
for ſeveral years there was no coining at all: beſides, I am 
aſſured, that, upon inquiring into the cuſtombouſe-books, 
all the copper imported into this kingdom from 1683 to 
1692, which includes eighty years of the twenty-one (be- 
Laer one year allowed for * did not 8 
orty⸗ 
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forty ſeven tons. And we cannot ſuppoſe even that ſmall, 
quantity to have been wholly applied io coinage ; ſo that. 
L believe there was never any compariſon more unluckily 
made, or ſo deſtructive of the. deſign for which it was pro- 
duced.. | SITY ann | 

The pſalmiſt reckons it. an effect of. God's. anger, when 
he. ſelleth his people for nougbt, and taketh no money for. 
them, That we have greatly offended. God by the wicked-- 
neſs of our lives, is not to be. diſputed; but our King we 
have not offended in word or deed; and although he be 
God's vicegerent upon earth, he will not puniſh us for any 
offences, except thoſe we ſha]l commit againſt his legal au 


thority, his ſacred: perſon. (which God preſerve), or the 


laws of the land.. Aua - oth 8 

The repart. is very profuſe in arguments, that Iteland ig+ 
in great want of copper money. Who were the witneſſes to. 
prove it, hath been ſhewn already: but, in the name of 
God, who are io be judge Does not the nation belt. 
know its own , wants? Both houſes: of parliament, the 
privy council, and the whole body of the people, declare 
the contrary. Or; let the wants be what they. will, we 
deſire they may not. be ſupplied by Mr Wood: we know 
our own. wants but too well; they are. many, and grie- 
vous to be borne, but quite of another kind. Let England 
be ſatisfied : as things go, they will in a ſhort time have 
all our gold and, ſilver, and may keep. their adulterate 
copper at home, for we are determined not to purchaſe 
it with our manufactures, which . Wood bath. graciouſly 
offered to. accept. Our avants.are not ſo bad by a hun- 
dredth part as the method he bath taken to. ſupply them, 
He hath. already tried his: faculty in New England ; and 
I. hope he will meet at leaſt with an egua/ reception here; 
what bat was, I leave to public intelligence. I am ſy 
ppſing a wild caſe; that if there ſhould be any perſon - | 
ready receiving a monſtrous penſion; out of this Kingdom, 
who. was inſtrumental in procuring, the Agent, hey. haye 
ether not well conſulted their own, intereſts; or Wood 
ma por more droſs into his copper, and ſtill diminiſh i 

1 ©" DIES «+ POR TE. + 


Upon Wood's complaint, that the officers of the King's 
revenue here had already given orders to all the inferior 
| E 3 | offices 
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officers not to receive any of his coin; the report ſays, 
| that 7his cannot but be looked upon as a very extraordinary 
proceeding, and contrary to the powers given in the pa- 
tent. The committee ſay, they cannot adviſe his Ma- 
Jefly to give directiont to the officers of the revenue here, 
not fo receive or utter any of the ſaid coin, as hath been 
defired in the addreſfſer of both houſes ; but, on the con- 
trary, they think it both juſt and reaſonable, that the 
King ſhould immediately give orders to the commiſioners of 
the revenue, Oc. to revoke all orders, &c. that may have 
been given by them to hinder or obſtruct the receiving the 
ſaid coin. And accordingly, we are told, fuch orders are 
arrived. Now, this was a caſt of Wood's politics; for his 
information was wholly falſe and groundlefs, which he 
knew very well; and that the commiſſioners of the reve- 
nue here were all, except one, ſent us from England, and 
love their employments too well to have taken ſuch a ſtep: 
but Wood was wiſe enough to confider, that ſuch orders 
of revocation would be an open declaration of the crown 
in his favour, would put the government here under a dif- 
fculty, would make a noife, and poſſibly create ſome ter- 
ror in the poor people of Ireland. And one great point 
he hath gained, that although any orders of revocation 
will be needleſs, yet a new order 1s to be ſent (and per- 
| Haps is already here) to the commiſhoners of the revenue, 
and all the King's officers in Ireland, that Wood's half- 
pence be ſuffered and permitted, without any let, ſuit, 
trouble, moleſtation, or denial of any of the King's offi- 
ers or miniſters whatſoever, to paſs, and be received as 
current money by” ſuch as ſhall be willing to receive them. 
Th this order there is no exception; and therefore, as far 
as I can judge, it includes all officers, both civil and mi- 
Bitary, from th Lord High Chancellor to a juſtice of peace, 
and from the general to an enfign ; fo that Wood's pro- 
Ject is not likely to fail for want of managers enough. For 
my own part, as things ſtand, I have but little regret to 
find myſelf out of the number; and therefore I ſhall con- 
tioue in all humility to exhort and warn my fellow- ſubjects 
never to receive or utter this coin, which will reduce the 
kingdom to beggary by much guicker and larger ſteps 

than have hitherto been taken. ene 
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hut it is needleſs to argue any longer. The matter is 
come to an iſſue, His Majeſty, purſuant te the lau, hat 
left the feld open hetween Wood and the kingdom of 
Ireland. Wood hath hberty to "offer his coin, and we 
have lau, reaſon, liberty, and neceſſity to 'refuſe it. A 
knaviſn jockey may ride an old foundered jade about the 
market, but none are obliged to buy ir. I hope the words 
voluntary, and willing to reetive it, will be underſtood 
and applied in their true natural meaning, as common un- 
derſtood by Proteſiants, For if a flerce captain comes to 
my ſhop to buy ſix yards of ſcarler cloth, followed by a 
porter laden with a fack of Wood's coin upon his ſhoul- 
ders; if we are agreed about the price, and my fcarlet 
Fes ready cut upon the counter; if he then gives me the 
word of command to receive my money in Wood's! coin, 
and calls me a di/afſerted Facobite dog for'refaſmyg it, (al- 
though I am as loyal a ſubject as himſelf, and without hire'), 
and thereupon ſeizes my cloth,” leaving me the price in 
this odious copper, and bids me take my remedy: In this 
caſe I ſhall hardly be brought to think, that 1 am % #9 
my own will, 1 ſhall therefore, on ſuch occafions; firſt 
order the porter aforeſaid to go off with his pack; and 
then ſee the money in ſilver and gold in my poſſeſſion 
before I cut or meaſure my eloth. But if a common" /o}+ 
dier drinks his pot firſt, and then offers payment in Wood's 
halfpence, the landlady may be under * difficulty; for 
if ſhe complains to his captain or enſign, they are likewiſe 
officers included in this general order for encouraging theſe 


E | halſpence to paſs as current money. H ſhe goes to a (ju- 
4 


ſlice of peuce, he is alſo an officer, to whom this general 
order is directed. I do therefore'adviſe' her to follow my 
practice, which 1 have already begun, and be paid for her 
goods before ſhe parts with them. However, I ſhould 
have been content, for ſome reaſons, that the milifary gen- 
tlemen had been excepted By name; becauſe I have heard 
A that their diſciphne is beſt confined within their own 
Sr. 8794 in', ror dnnn od 
His Majeſty, in the concluſion of his anſwer to the ad- 
dreſs of the houſe of Lords againſt ood's Weoin, is plea- 
fed to ſay, that he will doevery thing in his pomer ſo the 
fati;fattion of his people, It ſhould ſeem 3 
* 0 
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the recalling the patent is not to be underſtood as a thing 

in bis power, \ But however, ſince the law doth. not ob- 
lige us to receive this coin, and conſequently the patent 
leaves it to our voluntary choice, there is nothing remain- 
ing to preſerve us from ruin, but. that, the whole kingdom 
ſhould continue in a firm, determinate reſolution never. to 
receive ot utter this ſatal coin. After which, let the /- 

feers, to whom theſe orders are directed, (I would wil - 

lingly except the military. ), come with their exhortations,. 
their arguments, and their cloguence, to perſuade us to ſind 
our intereſt ia our undoing. Let. Wood and his accompli - 
ces travel about the country with cart-/cads of their ware, 
and ſee-who will take it off their hands; there will be vo 
fear of- his being robhed; for a bighwaymas would ſcorn 
to touch ĩit. 

I am only in pain how. the commiſſioners. of the revenue. 
will proceed in this junRure ; becauſe, I. am told, they 
are obliged: by act of parliament to take nothing but gold 
and /ilver in payment for his Majeſty's ciſtems : and 1 
think they cannot juſtly offer this coinage of Mr Wood, 
— others, | unleſs. they: will be content to receive it them: 

ves. | 
The ſam-of. the whole ; is this: T he commitne en 

the King to ſend immediate ordert to all his. officers here, 
that Wood's coin be ſuffered and permitted. without any 
let, ſuit, trouble, c. fe paſi, and to be received at 
current money by ſuch as. Hall. be willing 10 receive the 
fame. It is probable, that the firſt willing receivers 
may be thoſe who muſk;receiue_it aubether. they will or 
no, at leaſt under the penalty of loſing an. office, . But 
the landed: u depending men, the merchants, ihe hop: 
keepers, and bulk of the people, 1 hope, and am. almoſt 
eonfident, will never receive t. What .muſt the conſe- 
quence. be? the owners will. ſell. it for as much as they 
can get. Wood's .balſgence . will come to be offered for 
fix a penny, (yet then he: will. be a.ſufficient gainer), and 
the neceſſary receivers uill be loſers of two thirds i in. 1 

Alm, rn 5 7 
This puts me in · mind of a. * ia tald N, Nane 
ago in England. At a; quarterſeſhon in.:Leiceſter.. the 
NO bad wiſely deoreed . to take off a hal/penny.in a 
quart 
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quart from the price of ale. One of them, who came in 
after the thing was determined, being informed of what 
had paſſed, ſaid thus: Gentlemen, you have made an ar- 
der, that ale ſhould be fold in our county for three half 
pence a-quart ; 1 defire you will now make another to ap» 
point who muſt drink it ; for by G— Þ will not. 

I muſt beg leave to caution your Lerd/hips and Mor- 
/hips in one particular. Wood hath graciouſly promiſed 
to /oad us at preſent only with forty. thouſand pounds of 
his coin, until the exigencies of the kingdom require tha 
%. I intreat you will never ſuffer Mr Wood to be a 
judge of your exigeucies. While there is one piece of „l- 
ver or gold left in the kingdom, he will call it an-exzgency. 
He will double his preſent quantum. by ſtealth as ſoon ag 
he can; he will pour his own raps and counter/eits. upon 
us; France and Holland will do the ſame; nor will, ous 
own coiners at home be behind them: to confirm which, 1 
have now in my pocket a rap, or counterfeit halfpenny, in 
imitation of his; but ſo ill performed, that in my con- 
ſcience I believe it is not of his coining. | 

I mult now defire your Lard/hips and Worſhips,, thas 
you will give great allowance for this long undigeſted pas 
per. I find myſelf to have gone into ſeveral repetations, 
which were the effects of haſte, while new. thoughts fell in 
to add ſomething to what I had ſaid before, I think I may 
afſirm, that I have fully anſwered every paragraph in the 
report ; which, although it be not unartfully drawn, and is 
perfectly in the ſpirit of a pleader, who can find the moſt 
plauſible topics in behalf of his client, yet there was no 
great ſkill, required to detect the many miſtakes contained 
in it; which however are by no means to be charged upon 
the Right Honourable cammrittea, but upon the moſt falſe, 
impudent, and fraudulent reprefentations af Wood and 
bis accomplice, I deſire one particular may dwell upon 
your minds, although I have mentioned it more than once x 
that after all the weight laid upon precedents, there is not 
one produced: in the whole report of a patent for coining” 
copper in England to paſs, in Ireland; and only two pa- 
tents referred to, (for indeed there were no more), which 
were both paſſed in Ireland, by references to the King's 
council here, both leſs advantageous to the coiner than this 
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of Wood; and in both, ſecurities given to receive the coin | 


at every call, and give gold and filver in lieu of it. This 


demonſtrates the moſt flagrant falſehood and impudence of 


Wood, by which he would endeavour to make the Right 
Honourable committee his inſtruments, (for his own il- 
legal and exorbitant gain), to ruin a kingdom which has 
deſerved quite different treatment. | 

I am very ſenſible, that ſuch a work as I Have underta- 
ken might have worthily employed a much better pen: 


but when a houſe is attempted to be robbed, it often 


happens that the weakeſt in the family runs firſt to ſtap the 
door. All the aſfiſtance I had, were ſome informations 
from an eminent per/or: ; whereof 1 am afraid 1 have 
ſpoiled a few by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own productions, and the reſt I was not able to 
manage : I was in the caſe of David, who could not move 
in the armour of Saul; and therefore I rather choſe to 
attack this uncircumciſed Philiſtine (Wood I mean) with a 
fling and a flone. And I may ſay for Wood's honour, as 
well as my own, that he reſembles Goliath in many circum- 
ſtances very applicable to the preſent purpoſe : for Goliath 
had @ helmet of braſs upon his head, and he was armed 
avith a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five 
thouſand ſhehels of braſ s, and he had greaves of braſs up- 
on bis legs, and a target of braſs between his ſhoulders, 
In ſhort, he u "ike Mr Wood, all over braſs, and be 
defied- the armies of the living God, Goliath's condi- 
tions of combat were likewiſe the ſame with thoſe of 
Wood: if be prevail againſt us, then ſhall we be bis 
1. But if it happens that I prevail over him, E 
renounce che other part of the condition; he ſhall never 
be a /ervant' of mine; for I do not think bim fit to be 
truſted in any honeſt man's ſhop. 
I will- conclude with my humble deſire and requeſt which 
I made in my ſecond letter, that your Lord/hips and Mor- 
his would pleaſe to order a declaration to be drawn up, 
expreſſing in the ſtrongeſt terms your reſolutions never to 
receive or utter any of Wood's halfpence or farthings; and 
ne your tenants $ 06 receive chem: that the ſaid de- 
UTR 
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claration may be ſigned by . perſons a8 poſfible , * 


who have eſtates in this king and be ſent down to 


your ſeveral tenants aforeſaid, 
And if the dread of Wood's hilfpence ſhould continue 


notil- next guarter ſeſſions, which .I hope it will not, the 


6 | gentlemen of every county will then have a fair op- 


portunity of declaring againſt 1 with — and 


zeal, \ 
41 am, witb [the greateſt reſpe?? "HS 
7 May it pleaſe your Lord/hips and Warſhips Js 
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A declaration purſuant to this requeſt was ſigned: ſoon aft 
ter by the moſt conſiderable perſons of the Kingdom, which was 
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To the whale PEOPLE of I8zLAnD. MM 
: £62 WISE, 34  3:7120%) 


| My dear Countrymen, 


# Aving already written three LE TTERS upon ſo diſ- 
agreeable a ſubject as Mr Wood and his hal/pence, i 
in I conceived my taſk was at am end; but I find that cordials 
| muſt be frequently applied to weak conſtitutions, political 
{ as well as natural. A people long uſed to hardſhips loſe 
by degrees the very notions of liberty; they look upon 
themſelves as creatures at mercy, and that all impoſitions 
laid on them by a ſtronger hand are, in the phraſe of the 
report, legal and obligatory. Hence proceed that poverty 
and /owne/s-of /pirit, to which a 4ingdom may be ſubject, 
as well as a particular perſon. And when Eſau came 
fainting from the field at the point to die, it is no wonder 
that he ſold his birth-right for a meſs of pottage. 

I thought I had ſufficiently ſhewn to all who could want 

| inſtruction, by what methods they might ſafely proceed, 

| whenever this coin ſhould be offered to them: and I be- 

| ſieve, there hath not been for many ages an example of 

| 


any kingdom ſo firmly united in a point of great importance, 
as this of ours is at preſent againſt that deteſtable fraud. 
| But.however, it ſo happens, that ſome weak people begin 
if to be alarmed anew by rumours igduſtriouſly ſpread, Wood 
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preſcribes to the news- mongers in London what they are to 3 
4 write, In one of their papers publiſhed here by ſome ob- Ml 
4 ſcure printer, (and certainly with a bad deſign), we are 

told, that dir Hupiſir in ireland have entered into an us. 
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foeidtion againſt his voin although it be notoriouſly known, 
that they never once offered to ſtir in the matter; ſo that 
the two houſes of parliament, the privy council, the great 
numbers of corporations, the Lord Mayor and aldermen of 
Dublin, the grand juries, and principal gentlemen of ſe- 
veral counties, are ſtigmatized in a Jump under the name 
of Papi 4. | 
: | This 


N ax 
— - - 
— — u. — ————— 


1 — — 


— —— — 


— — — „ 


| 
| 
1 
1 
7 


TL ZT. AAG. Zur 


This impoſtor and his crew do likewiſe give out, that by 
refuſing to receive his droſs for Sterling, we diſpute the 
King's prerogative, are grown ripe for rebellion, and 
ready to ſhake off the dependency of Ireland upon the crown 
of England. To countenance which reports he hath pu- 
bliſhed a paragraph in another news- paper to Jet us know, 
that the Lord Lieutanant is ordered to come aver immedi- 
ately to ſettle bis halfpenct,, 

I intreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be under the 
leaſt concern upon theſe, and · the like rxumours, which are 
no more than the laſt howls of a dog diſſected alive, as I 
hope he hath ſufficiently been. Theſe calumnies are the 
only reſerve that is left him, For ſurely our continued and 
(almoſt) unexampled loyalty will never be called in que- 
ſtion, for not ſuffering ourſelves to be robbed of all that we 
have by one obſcure ironmonger. 

As to diſputing the King's prerogative, give me leave to 
explain to thoſe who are ignorant, what the meaning of 
that word, prerogative, is. | 

The kings of theſe realms enjoy ſeveral. powers, where- 
in the laws have not interpoſed; ſo they can make war 
and peace without che conſent of parliament, and this is 
a very great prerogative : but if ihe parliament doth not 


approve of the war, the King mult bear the.charge of it 
out of his own purſe; and this is as great a check on the 
crown. So the King hath a prerogative to coin money 
without conſent of parliament: but he cannot compel the 
ſubject te take that money, except it be Sterling, gold or 
ſilver ; becauſe herein he is limited by law. Some princes 
have indeed extended their prerogative farther than the 
law allowed them: wherein however the lawyers of ſuc- 
ceeding ages, as fond as they are of ,precedents, have ne- 
ver dared to juſtify them. But, to ſay the truth, it is on- 
Ty of late times that prerogative hath been ſixed and al- 
certained. For whoever reads the hiſtory of England will 
find, chat ſome former kings, and thoſe none of the worſt, 
have upon ſeueral occaſions ventured ti control the laws, 
with very little ceremony or ſcruple, even later than the 
days of Queen Eliſabeth, In her reign, that pernicious 
counſel of ſending baſe money hither very. narrow iy failed 
of loſing the kingdora ; being complained of by the Lord 
Vor. III. F » Depwr, 


* 
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Deputy, the council; and the whole body of the Engliſh 
here: ſo that; ſoon after her death, it was recalled by her 
ſucceſſor, and lawful money paid in exchange. | 

Having thus given you ſome notion of what is meant by 
the King's prerogative, as far as a tradeſman can be 
thought capable of explaining it, I will only add the opi- 
-nion of the great Lord Bacon, that as Gop governs the 
world by the ſettled laws of nature, which be hath 
made, and never tranſcends thoſe laws but upon high, 
important 'occaſions : fo, aviong * Ae princes, theſe 
are the wiſeſt and the beſt, who govern by the known 
laws of the country, and Seldomgft make aſe of their 
prerogative, 

Now here yon may foe, that the vile accuſation of 
Wood and his accomplicer, charging us with diſputing 


the King's prerogative by refuſing his brafs, can have no ö i 


place; becauſe compelling the ſubje to take any coin, 
which is not Sterling, is vo part of the King's prerega- 
tive; and I am very confident, if it were fo, we ſhould 
be the laſt of his people to diſpute it, as well from that 
inviolable loyalty we have always paid to his Majeſty, as 
from the treatment we might in ſuch a caſe juſtly expect 
from ſome who ſeem to think we have neither common 
ſenſe, nor common ſenſes. But, God be thanked, the 
beſt of them are only our fellow. ſubjectt, and not our 
 maſiers, One great merit 1 am ſure we have, which thoſe 
of Engliſh birth can have no pretence to, that our ance- 
ſtors reduced this kingdom to the obedience of ExcLAnD; 
for which we have been rewarded with a worſe climate, 
the privilege of being governed. by laws to which we do 
not conſent, a ruined trade, a houſe of Peers without u- 
riſdliction, almoſt an incapacity for all Wen and 
the dread of Wood's halfpence. 


But we are ſo far from diſputing the King's prerogative 1 
in coining, that we own he hath power to give a patent to 
any man for ſetting his royal image and ſuperſcription upon 


whatever materials he pleaſes; and liberty to the patentee 
to offer them in any country from England to Japan, only | 
attended with one ſmall limitation, that no body alive 4 
obliged to take then. pale . 


U pon theſe conliderations [ was erer 0 all ba | 
6&6 I--QÞ 
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EECSS Av 1 41.98 \ EE. > 
w England for a remedy againſt the preſent impending evil; 
eſpecially when J obſerved, that the addreſſes of both 
houſes her lang expectance produced nothing but a x- 
rok r akogether im fayeur of Wood; upon which 1, made 
ſome obſervations in 8 former letter, and. might at leaſt 
have made a3 many more; for it is a paper gf as ſingular 
A nature as 1 exes beheld) | 
But L miſtake : for before this report was made, his 
Majeſty's met gracious anſwer io the houſe of Lords was 
ſent over, and printed; wherein are theſe words, grant- 
ing Me patent fo ocining ha{fÞpence and farthings, 
$M REEARLE, TO: THE PRACTIOE or HIS RKQYAL PRE- 
Dies RG, Gf, That King Charles IR and King James 1]. 
nn Tus ohn) dd grant patents for this pur- 
pole, is insifpntahle, and I have ſhows it at large. Their 
patents were paſſed under the great ſeal of Ireland, hy 


and; the fam: immeaſe, agck the pajeciee under no 
obligation ta regeixe it again, and give good money for it. 
This I bs mention, becauſe in; m private thoughts I 
have ſometimes. made a query. whether the penner of 
thoſe words in his Majeſty's mit 
4 GRESABLE re DYE rec bis OF, H1S: RQYAL: PRE» 

DZ3G£88089, bad maturely conſidered the ſeveral ciccam- 
| Which in my pon qpinien ſeam to make a differ- 


', gracious anſwer, 


- Let. me now fay ſomething concerning the other great 
eauſe of ſome people's fear, as Wood has taught the 
London news- writer to expreſs it, that bis Excellency the 


caming aver: te. ſeitls Wood's bal, 
pence. n | 


- We know very well, that the Lords Lieutenants for ſe-- 
veral years paſt bare not thought this kingdom worthy 
1e honour of their reſidence, langer than was abſolutely 
neceſſary for the King's buſineſs; which conſequently. 


See the note at the end of this letter. 
£3:$ | F 2: wanted! 


a new ſammons revokmgthat prorogation to aſſemble ſoon 


tune found two precedents. 


fore us, without the refinements of ſome people, with 
which we have nothing to do. Here is a 2 granted un- 
der the great ſeal of England, upon falſe ſuggeſtions, to one 
the parliament here, upon apptehenſions of the worſt con- 1 

it recalled: this is refuſed, and a committee of the pri 
belt he can with his halfpence, no man being obliged to 


receive them; the people here being likewiſe left to them- Þ „ 
Felves, unite as one man, reſolving they will have nothing | 


haſte before the ordinary time, and a parliament fammon- L bY 
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wanted no Need im the diſpatch. And therefore it na- 
turally fell into moſt mens thoughts, that a new governor, 
coming at an unuſual time, muſt portend ſame unuſual bu- 
lineſs to be done; eſpecially if the common report be true, 
that the parlament, prorogued to 1 know not when, is by 


after his arrival ; for which extraordinary proceeding the 1 
lawyers on rother ſide the water have by great good for- x 


All this being granted, it can never enter into my head, 
that ſo little & creature as Wood could find credit enough 
with the King and his miniſters to have the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland ſent hither in a harry upon his errand. 

For, let us take the whole matter-nakedly, as it lies be- 


William Wood for coining copper halſpence for Ireland: 


ſequences from the ſaid patent, addreſs the King to have 


council report to his Majeſty, that Wood has perform 
the conditions of his patent. He then is left to do the 


to do with his ware. By this plain account of the fact it 
is manifeſt, that the King and his miniſtry are wholly out 

of the caſe, and the matter is left to be diſputed between 
him and us. Will any man therefore attempt to perfuade 
me, that a lord lieutenant is to be diſpatched over in great 


ed by anticipating a 8 merely. to put an hun- 
dred thouſand pounds into the pocket of a Harper by the bo 
ruin of a moſt loyal kingdom ? 4 
But ſuppoſing all this to be true; by what arguments £4 
could, a lord lieutenant prevail on the ſame parlament, 
which addreſſed with ſo much zeal and earneſtneſs againſt 
this evil, to paſs it into a law? I am ſure their opinion of 
Wood and his project are not mended fince their laſt pro- 
8 : and ſuppoſing * metheds ſhould be ed, 
whi 


_ TT BR NW. 69 
ich denractvrf telb ung hape been ſometimes gut in prac- 
S it is well — that =o — | 
dom there are fe employments to be gixen; 2nd, if there 
were moe, it 48 g. we An 10 whoſe ſhare they muſt 
fall. ite Lr 31 2415 (We 45 157 120 ** . 
Bat, becauſe; great. numbers/o6 you are akogether ig- 
norant of the e of F gent Lill tell you ſome. 
reaſons, why there are ſo few employments to be diſpoſed 
of in this kingdom. All conſiderable offices for life here 
are poſſeſſed by thoſe to whom the reyexſions were grant- 
ed; and. theſe have been generally tollowers of the chief 
governors; or perſons who had intereſt in the court of 
land : ſo the Lord Berkeley of:Stratton holds that great of- 
hice of maſter of. the» rol{s:; the Lord Palmerſton is firſt” 
remembrancer, worth near 2000 J. per annum. One 
Dodington, ſecretary to the Earl of Pembroke, . begged 
the reverſion of clerk of the pel{s, worth 2500 J. a-year, . 
which he now enjoys by the death of the Lord Newton, Mr 
Southyell is ſecretary, of ſtate, and the, Earl of, Burlington 
lord high, treaſurer, of Ireland by inheritance. : Theſe are 
ly a few among many others which 4 baye; been told of, 
but cannot remember. Nay, the rexerſion of ſeyeral 
employments during pleaſure is granted the ſame. way. 
This among many others is a. circumſtance, whereby the 
kipgdom of Ireland is diſtinguiſhed from all other nations 
upon earth, and makes it ſo difficult an affair to get into a 
civil emplay, that Mr Addiſog vs fred to purchaſe an 
old obſcure place, called keeper of the records in Berming: 
ham's fawer, gf. ten pounds aer, and to get a ſalary of 
400 li annexed to it, though all the records there are not 
worth half a crgwn either, for curioſu y on uſe. And we 
lately faw-a favourite ſacretary & deſcend to be maler of 
bbe revelyg which by his credit and untartion he hath madg 
pretly confraderable. I ſay nothing of the vaderttreafurers 
ſhip; worth about 90 J. a- year, nof of the, compmilligny 
ers of the. rayenue, four of whong-gonerally; line in R 
land; for I think none of theſe are granted. in reverſion, 
But the zeſt is, that I bave known, upon occaſion; ſome 
of, aheſe abſent officers as feꝝ againſt the intereſi of logs 


1 


* Mr Hopkins, ſecretary;to the Duke of Grafton, . al: 
(1. F. 3 | Jad. 
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land as if they had never been indebted to her for a fu. 
gle groat. 

I confeſs I have been ſometimes tempted to wiſh, that 
this project of Wood might ſucceed; becauſe I reflected 


with ſome pleaſure, what a jolly crew it would bring over | "A 


among us of lord, and */quires, and penſioners of both 
ſexes, and officers civil and military, where we ſhould live 
together as merry and ſociable as be ; only with this 8 
one abatement, that we ſhould neither have meat to feed, 


nor manufacture to clothe us, unleſs we could be content 


to prance about in coats of mail, or eat braf7 as oſtriches 
do iron. | 1 
I return from this digreſſion to that which gave me the 
occaſion of making it: and I believe you are now convin- ſi 
ced, that if the parliament of Ireland were as !emptable 
as any other aſſembly within a mile of Chriſtendom, (which 
God forbid) ; yet the managers muſt of neceſſity fail nn 
for want of tools to work with. But 1 will yet go one 
ſtep further by ſuppoſing, that a hundred new employments 
were erected on purpoſe to gratify compliers : : yer ſtill an 


inſuperable difficulty would remain. For it happens, I 


know not how, that money is neither Whig nor Tory, nei- 
ther of town nor country party; and it is not improbable, 
that à gentleman would rather chuſe to live upon his own 
eſtate, which brings him gold and filver, than with the 
addition of an employment, when his rents and ſalary muſt 


both be paid in ges braſs, at above eighty * cent. | 7 


diſcount. 
For theſe, 1 any other bene, T am confident yon 


need not be under the leaſt apprehenſions from the ſudden ' y 
expectation of the Lord Lieutenant *, while we continue in 
our preſent hearty diſpoſition, to alter which no ſuitable if 


temptation ean poſhbly be offered. And if, as I have oft- 
en aſſerted from che beſt authority, the laau hath not left a 
in che crown to force any money, except Stetling, 
upon the ſubject; much" leſs can the crown yy ſuch a 
Le upon another. 
This I ſpeak with the atmoſt reſpeR t to the pero and 
dignity of his Excellency the Lord Carteret, whoſe charac- 
ter was lately given me by a gentleman that hath known 


»Lerd Carteret, now Earl Granville, | Tp ; 
* 0 him 


* 


„ 


a > voy kt rv 


; | have been governors of ſo much dexterity, / as to carry 


been upon the anvil, it is obvious enough 
methods would have been taken, Depending perſons 


” oO oF we YU Fas gr VYy 55S DP 


good words, bu 
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him from his firlt appearanee in the world: that gentleman 
deſcribes him as a young man of great accompliſhments, 
excellent learning, regular in his life, and of much ſpirit 
and vivacity. He hath fince, as I have heard, been employ- 
ed abroad; was principal ſecretary of ſtate; and is now 
about the thirty-ſeventh year of his age appointed Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. From ſuch a governor this king- 
dom may reaſonably hope for as much proſperity as, un- 
der ſo many diſcouragements, it can be capable of recei- 
ving. > Str og H e Sf en. 

| Þ is true indeed, that within the memory of man there 


points of terrible conſequence to this kingdom by their 
power with thoſe who are in office ; and by their arts in 


managing or deluding others with oaths, affability, and e- 


ven with dinners, If Wood's braſs had ir thoſe times' 
to conceive what 


would have been told in plain terms, that it was a ſervice 
expected from them under the pain of the public buſine 


being put into more complying handz;. Others would 


allured by promiſes. To the country-gentlemen,: beſides 

rgundy, and — it might perhaps 
have been hinted, how #indly it would be taken to comply 
with a royal patent, although" it were not \compulſory : 
that if any inconveniencies enſued, it might be made up 
with other graces or favours hereafter : that geritlemen 


-ought to conſider, whether it avere prudent or ſaſe to:dif+ 


guſ England: they would be defired to 741k of ſore good 
bills for "encouraging trade, and ſetting the poor to 
work ; ſome further acts againſt Popery, and for uniting 


XX Proteftants. There would be ſolemn engagements, that 


we ſhould never be troubled with -above forty thouſand 
pounds in bit coin, and all of the beſt; and weightieſt fort, - 
for which ue ſhould only give our manufaclures in ex- 
change, and lecp our gold and filver at homie. Perhags 4 


 ſeafonable report of ſome invaſion would have been ſpread 


in the ma proper jundture ; which is a great ſmoother 
of rubs in public proceedings: and we ſhould have been 
told, that this was no tims to create differences, when the 
kingdom was in danger. 


7 | Theſe, 


% 
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\ Theſe, I fay, and the like methods, Would ia corrupt: BN 
times have been talen to let in this deluge of bra/4 among 
us. And, E am conßdent, even then wayld not have 
ſycceeded;- nuich ls, under the. adminiſtration of ſo gx. 
cellent a perſon as the Lord 'GARFERET 3, end in a co“ Wl 
try where the: people. of alt ranls, parties, and denom - 
nations, are contipced toi a: man, chat the utter undeing 
tom the admiſkon-of that exectable coin: that if it once 
enters, it can be no more conſined to a ſmall or moderate 
quantity, than-a-plague can be confined to a few. families; il 
4nd that no cguivalcat can:be given by any eathly power, 
any more thag a dead carcaſe can be recovered to life by a 
. h 4d Bok e hr bite, ue 
There is one comfurtable circumſtance in this: univerſal Wl 
oppoſition ta Mr Wood, that the people ſent over hither Al 
. From England to f ur ou, HEC iat, coole/ta/ticad, civil, 
and military, are all on aur ſide. Many, the great di- 
vidbr of the world, hath by a. ſtrange revolution been the 
great uniten of a moſt dia de people- Who would leave 


2 hundred pounds 2-year ip England (a cannlry of res- 
aum) ta be paid a had im betand out of . 


chequerꝰ The gentieman they have lately made primate u, 
would never quit his ſeat in an Eoglſh houſe of Lords, 
and his :prefermens at Oxford and Briſtol worth twelve 
bundred pounds at year, for fou; times. thę denomination 
Rere, buy not half the value; theteſare J expect to hear. 
he will de as pondban-Iriſhman at leaſt upon 74%, eng ar- 
niclk as a ofhis brethren, or even of us, Vho have bad the Ml 
* fſurtune ta be n in rhis iſlaond. For thoſe Who, in 1 
me common phraſe, do not come biber t@ learn ibè lan- 
gu. e, would never change 2a better. country foru worſe t. 
eive-brafs inſtead of gat. 
that by oppoſiag him we diſcover ay. inclination, to ale 
of our urpendence upon the crown of England. Pray ob- 
ferve how important a 14+ this ſame William Wood; 
and how the public weal of two kingdoms is involved io 
his private intereſt. Firſt, all thoſe who refuſe ta take 
J K VS 7 nd eh hyiem ab 3G $5558 
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x And, fourthly, they are going to ſhate' off their, depen» 
dence upon the crown of England; that is to ſay, 7% 
are going to chuſe another ling; for there can be no other 


And this gives me an opportunity of explaining to thoſe 


"LE!FT-E'R. 1100, I 
his coin are Papiſts; for he tells us, that none but Papiſts 
are aſſociated againſt bim. Secondly, they diſpute; the 
King's prerogative. Thirdly, they are ripe for rebelli 


meaning in this expreſſion, however ſome may pretend to 
ſtraim ie)? iet » nt oh sar mae gen ds ne 


who are ignorant, another point, which hath often ſave/led 
in my breaſt, Thoſe who come over hither to us from 
England, and ſome weak people among ourſelves, when- 
ever in diſeourſe we make mention of liberty and prov 
perty, ſhake their heads, and tell us, that “ Ireland is a 
depending kingdom ; as if they would ſeem by this phraſe 
to — that the people of Ireland are in ſome ſtate of 
ſlarery or dependence different from thoſe of England; 
whereas à depending kingdom is a modern term of art, 
unknown, as I have heard, to all ancient civiliaus, and 
avriters upon government; and Ireland is, on the con- 
trary, called in ſome ſtatutes an imperial croaun, as held 
only from God; Which is as high a ſtyle as any kingdom 
is capable of receiving. Therefore by this expreſſion, 2 

depending kingdom; there is no more to be underſtood, 


than that, by a ſtatute made here in the thirty - third year 


of Henry VIII. he King, and his fucceſſors, are to be 
King, imperial of this realm, ast united and knit o the 


imperial crown of England, I have looked over all the 


Engliſh and Iriſh' ſtatutes without finding any: law that 
makes Ireland. upon England, any more than Eng- 
land doth upon Ireland. We have indeed obliged our- 
ſelves to have be ſame Ning with them ; and conſequent- 
ly they are obliged to have the ſame King with us. For 
the law was made by our un parliament; and our an- 
ceſtors then were not ſuch fools" (whatever they were «in 
the preceding\reign to bring themſelves under I know 
not what depondence, which is now talked) of, without 


any grqund of lau fenſan, or common ſonſe.” 


*. JM 
Let who ever think otherwiſe, I, M. B. drapier, deſire 


see the note at the end of this letter, n _ 


ſome of a cauuntrytmen did-againlt theirs at Preſton. 


Luan ie binder him from being King of Ircland ®. 


Saen af the greateſt patriots and 5 
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to he excepted: ſar I declare, next voder Gn 1 den 
anly on the King my garereign, and on the Jaws of my own 


country. And Lam fo fat fram deper:ding upon the people 
af England, that, if they ſhquld ever rebel againſt my 


conmand from his Majaſty td take arms againſt e - 


if ſuch a rebellion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful as to — — 
Pretender on the throne of England, I wauld venture to 
tranſgreſs that Hatate ſo far, as to loſe every drop of my 


x is true indeed, that mu hin the memory of man. the 
parliaments of England have /orneti:65 ahmed the power 
of binding chis kingiom by laws enafted there; whereip 
irn oppaſed (as far as truth, reaſon, 
are capable! of app ofne by the famaus Mr 
Iz, an Engliſh gentlegan barn hore, as well as by 
Haig, in England ; 
hut the laue and: torrent of power prevailed... —— the 
eee Fer in. 


liberty, haye gone ſo far an ta cent even the Karre of 


i 


— — — in Tek —— econd 


femebody to write to a third ne hers to aflure us, that 


OREN ord 1 „ 4 
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AO, 
ram them 2 — ee } daabt they wald 
f jr See letter . 
Rand ti a4 aftersi ads Eazl of Orford, 


1 cl 


Sorereign, (which God ſorbid), I wauld be teady at the firſt 


v 
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rk in our Humariu j: but winch ever-of-theſe reports be © 
An falſe; it apt phat pd cur Fut in this pbint | 
we have nothing to tio with Englith mint: and i ſhould 
be ſorry to leave it in theit power tb redreſs this grievance, 
or to enforce it; for the report of ibe ummitiat bath given 
me a /arſeit. The remedy-iswholly:in yout own hands; 
and therefore I have diprefſed a little in order to refreſh 
and continue that H pirut fo ſeaſonably raiſed amongſt you; 
and to let you ſee, that by the laws of Gop, of narurs, 
of naTions, and of your COUNTRY, you 'ARE, and 
OVGHT to be as FREE a people as your brethren in Eng» 
R | erat; ovnd een 
If the pamphlets publiſhed at London by Wood and his 
Journeymen in defence: of his cauſe wete reprinted here, 
and that our countrymen could be perſuaded to read them, 
they would convince you of Ins wicked deſign, more than 
all I ſhall ever be able to ſay. In ſhort, I make him a 
perfect /aint in compariſon of what he appears to be from 
the writings of thoſe whom he Hirer to juſtify his projec?. 
But he is ſo far maſter of the field (let others, gueſs the ren. 
ſon), that no London printer dare publiſh any paper written 
in favour of Ireland: and hett no body hath yet been ſo 
bold as to publiſh any thing in favour of him. 
There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet ſent me of near 
fifty pages written in favour of Mr. Wood and his coinage, 
rinted in London: it is not worth anſwering, becauſe pro- 
bly it will never be publiſhed here. But it gave me oc- 
caſion to reflect upon an unhappineſs we lie under, that the 
people of England are utterly ignorant of our caſe; which 
however is no wonder, ſince it is a point they do not in 
the leaſt concern themſelves abbut, farther than perhaps as 
a ſubject of diſcourſe in a coffeehouſe-when they have no- 
thing elſe to talk of. For I have reaſon to beliete, that 
no miniſter ever gave himſelf the trouble” of reading any 
papers written in our defence, becauſe. t ſuppoſe their op 
nions are already determined, and are formed wholly upon 
the reports of Wood and his accomplices: elſe it would be 
impoſfible, that any man could have the ĩimpudence to write 
ſuch a pamphlet as I have mentioned. 
Our neighbourt, wheſe under ftandings.\ars juſt upon. a 
level with ours (which: perhaps are nde of the. brighte/?), 
* have 
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have' a ſtrong- contempt for moſt nations, but eſpecially 
for Ireland. They look upon us as a fort of ſavage Iriſh, 
whom our. anceſtors conquered ſeveral hundred years a- 
14 20. And if 1 ſhould deſeribe the Britons to you as they 
F: were in Czfar's time, when they painted their bodies, or 
1 clothed themfe{ves vu] the frins of beaſts, 1 ſhould act 
4 full as reaſonably as they do. However, they are ſo far 
* | to be excuſed in relation to the preſent ſubject, that hear - 
1 ing only one fide of the cauſe, and having neither oppor- 
17 tunity nor curioſity to examine the other, they believe a 
1 lie merely for their eaſe; and conclude, becauſe Mr 
17 a pretends to have _ he hath alſo . on his 
dee 24 1 
Therefore, to let you ſee — this cafes is repreſented i in 
England by Wood — his adherents, I have thought it 
proper to extract out of that pamphlet a few of thoſe no- 
torious falſehoods in point of act and reaſoning contain- 
ed therein, the knowledge whereof will confirm my coun- 
rrymen in their ow right ſentiments, when they will fee, 
by * boch. how much their enemies are in the 
+ auro 0 
1 0 Firſt, the wiiter — aGerts, That Wood's balf: 
4 pence were current among us for ſeveral months, | with 
17 the univerſal approbation of all people, auii bout ane ſingle 
Ws gainſayer ; and aue all, to a man, thought ow laß. 
2 in having them. « 
Secondly, he affirms, That awe were drawi into a'dij- 
like of them only by ſome cunning, evil-deſigning men a- 
mung us, who oppoſed . e of * Wood, to 3 an 
1 | Sou themſelves. * 
+2 Thirdly; That thofe hs N Aalen at firſt again 
1 1 Wood" s patent, were the very men who intend 4% get an- 
14 other for their own advantage. | 
1 Fourthly, That our purliament and "lb aa 1, the ' 
1 Lord Mayer and alder men of Dublin, % grand guries 
and merchants,” and in ſhort the whole kingdom, nay, the 
very dag. las he expreſſeth it), auefe fond f theſe half- 
- pence, till they auer ne 45 5205 Few d ning per- 
n aſereſaid. ; 
Fiftkly, bete bree That all thoſe au obpojes ihe 
a vere Eapifer, und enemies to King George. 
1 hus 
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Thus far, I am confident, the moſt ignorant among you 
can ſafely ſwear from your own knowledge, that the au- 
thor is a moſt notorious liar in every article; the direct 
contrary being ſo manifeſt to the whole kingdom, that, if 
occaſion required, we might get it confirmed under foe 
hundred thouſand bande. TP 2 vn "2208 

Sixthly, he would perſuade us, That if we ſell foe 
ſhillings worth of our goodt or manufatturer for two 
ſhillings and . four pence worth of copper, although the 
copper were melted down, and that we could get five 
ſhillings in gold and filver for the ſaid goods ; yet to tate 
the ſaid-two ſhillings and four pence in copper would be. 
greatly for our advantage, | . 

And, -laſtly, he makes-us a-very fair offer, as impowered 
by Wood, That i/-we-will rale off -tavo hundred thouſand 
pounds in his balſpence for our goods, and likewiſe pay 
him three per cent, intereſt for thirty years for an bun- 
dred and twenty thouſand pounds (at which he computes 
the coinage above the intrinſic value of the copper) for the 
loan of his coin, he will after-that time. give ur good mo- 
ney for what halfpence will le then left. | 

Let me place this offer in as clear alight as I can to 
ſnhew the ĩaſupportable villany and · impudence of that in- 
corrigible wretch. Firſt, (ſays he), I will ſend. two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds of my coin into your country : the 
copper I compute to be, in real value, eighty thouſand 
pounds, and I chavge you with an hundred and twenty 
thouſand pounds forthe coinage ; o that you fee, I lend 
you an hundred and twenty thouſand pounds for thirty 
years; for- which you ſhall pay me»three per cent. that 
is to ſay, three-thouſand fix hundred pounds per annum, 
which in thirty years will amount $0 an hundred and eight 
thouſand pounds. And when theſe thirty years are expired, 


return me my copper, and I will give you good money for 


#, 5 
This is the propoſal made to- us by Wood in that pam- 
- phlet written by one of his vemmiſtonert: and the author 
is ſuppoſed to be the ſame infamous Coleby, one of his 
 tunder-fwearers at the committee of council, who was tried 
ROY the treaſury bere, where he was an under- 
erK, A Sa | - 
vor. III. G / 
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By this propoſal he will firſt receive two hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, in goods or Sterling, for as much copper as 
He values at eighty thouſand pounds, but in reality not 
worth thirty thouſand: pounds. Secondly, he will re- 
ceive for imereſt an hundred and eight thouſand pounds: 
and when our children come thirty years hence to return 
his halſpence upom his executors, (for before that time he 
vill be probably gone to hört ou place ), thoſe executors 
will very reaſonably reject them as raps and counterfeits, 
which they will be, and millions of them of his own 
coinage. 
Metbinks Jans end of ſuch a dealer as this, who mends 
ä every day upon our hands like a Dutch reckoning, wherein 
if you diſpute, the unreaſonableneſs and exorbitance of the 
bill, the landlord ſhall bring it up every time with new 
additions. 
. Although theſe and. the like pamphlets publiſhed by 
Wood i in London are altogether unknown bere, where-no 
body could read them without as much indignation, as 
contempt would allow; yet I thought it proper to give you 
a ſpecimen how the man employs his time, where he rides 
Alone without any creature to contradict him; while our 
FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our ſilence: and the Eng- 
liſh in general, if they think of this matter at all, impute 
our refuſal to aui ſulneſi or. diſaſſection, juſt as Wood and 
| his hirelings are pleaſed to repreſent. x 
But although our arguments are not ſuffered to be print- b 
ed in England, yet the conſequence will be of little mo- 
ment. Let Wood endeavour to perſuade the people there, 
that we ought to receive his coin; and let me convince 
our people here, that they ought to reject it under pain of 
our utter undoing; and then let him do ais beft and his 
e 
Before I conclude, I muſt beg leave in all bumißty to 
tell Mr Wood, that he is guilty of great indiſcretion by 
cauſing ſo honourable a name as that of Mr Walpole to 
be mentioned ſo often and in ſuch a manner upon this oe- 
caſion. A ſhort paper printed at Briſtol, and reprinted 
here, reports Mr Wood to ſay, that he wonders at the 
impudence and inſolence of the Iriſh in reſuſing his coin, 
and hat he will do when Mr Walpole comes to town. 
* * | Where, 


NATE DEL RR N-IY i 3+ 
Whete, by the way; he is miſtakeh 3. for it is the frus 
Fngliſh people of Ireland who refuſe it, although we cake 
it for granted, that the Iriſh will do ſo too whenever they: 
are aſſced. In another printed paper of his cantriving it 
is roundly expreſſed, that Mr Walpole will eran hir braſt 
down our throats, Sometimes it is given out, that we 
muſt either take theſe hulſpence, or eat onr bregues : ad. 
in another news- letter, but of yeſterday, we read, that 
the fame great man hath ſworn to male us fevalliav hir 
deim in fire-balls, © IEG Ke DAU TE 

This brings to my mind the known ſtory of a Scotch: 
man, who receiving the ſentence” of death with all the 
circumſtanees of hanging, beheading, quartering, embowels 
ling, and the like, eried out, What need uli b, C‚õο] vo 
and 1 think we have reaſbn do aſk the ſame queſtion; For, 
if we believe Wood, bere is a ditrcr gerting ready ſdt 
us; and you ſee the 51i/ of /are ; and 1 am ſorry the drink 
was forgot, which might eaſily be ſupplied with melted lead 
aad- ATE 35 3% 39 Pho INT Wn HE | BLY 

What vile words are theſe to put into the mouth of a 
great counſellor,. in high truſt with his Majeſty, and lock - 
ed upon as a prime miniſtet? If Mr Wood hath' no Better 
a manner of repreſenting his patrons; wien I come to be 
2 great mam he ſhall never be ſuffered to attend at my 
levee. This is not the ſtyle of a great miniſter; it favours 
too much of the kett/e and the furnace, and came entirely 
ons of Wood's fee 09s ee 2: 

As for the threat of making us eat ou broguet, we 
need not be in pain; for if his coin ſnould paſs, that an- 
polite covering for the feet would no longer be a national 
-reproach ; becauſe then we ſhould have neither. Her nor 
brogue left in the kingdom; But here the falſehood of 

Mr Wood is fairly detected; for I am confident Mr Wal- 

pole never heard of a brogue in his whole life, 
As to ſwallowing theſe halſpence in fire-balle, it is 
a ſtory equally improbable. Por, to execute this opera- 
tion, the Whole ſtock of Mr Wood's coin and metal muſt 
be. melted down, and moulded into hollow balls. with wild- 
fre, no bigger than a. reaſonable; throat, may, be able to 
fwallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared, and already 
coined, will amount to at leaſt fifty millions of hal/pence 
* 2 C 2 to 
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to be ſwallowed by a million and an half of people; ſo 
that, allowing two halfpence to each bail, there will be 
about ſeventeen balls of wildfire apiece to be ſwallowed 
by every perſon in the kingdom ; and, to adminiſter this 
doſe, there cannot be conveniently fewer than fifty thou- 
ſand operators, allowing one operator to every thirty; 
which, conſidering the /queami/ſhneſs of ſome ſtomachs, 
and the peeviſhneſs of young children, is but reaſonable, 
Now, under correction of better judgments, I think the 
trouble and charge of ſuch an experiment would exceed the 
- profit; and therefore I take this report to be ſpurious, or, 
at leaſt, only a new ſcheme of Mc Wood himſelf; which, 
to make it paſs the better in Ireland, he would father up · 
on a miniſter fata. 

- But I will now demonſtrate, beyond. all. contradiction, 
that Mr Walpole is againſt this. projet of Mr Wood, and 
is an entire. friend to Ireland, only by this one invincible 
argument, that he has the univerſal opinion of being a wiſe 
man, an able miniſter, and in all his proceedings purſuing 
the true interſt of the King b:s — and that as his 
integrity is above all corruption, ſo is his fortune above 
all femptation. I reckon, therefore, we are perfectly ſafe 
from that car ner, and ſhall never. be under the neceſſity 
of contending with ſo farmidable a power, but be left to 
polleſs our brogues and potatoes in peace, as remote from 
thunder as wwe are from jupiter. 

Jam, my dear countrymen, 
your loving. fellow-ſubjed, 
bumble ſervant, 


Ob. 13. 1724. | 
* Procul a Jens, procul a fulmine. 


Upon che arrival of Lord Carteret, ſoon after the publication ä 
- of this letter, the paſſages from which this. note is referred to 
were ſelected as ſufficient ground fer proſecution, and a pro- 
clamation was publiſhed by his Excellency and council, offering ſh 
2 reward of three hundred pounds for diſcovering the author. 
Harding the printer was impriſoned, and a bill of indictment was ⁵ 
ordered to be prepared againſt him: which gave occaſion to the 
tolowing er. | . | 
we Seaſonable 
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Seaſonable Abvick to the GRAND Juzy,, 
concerning the bill preparing apainſt the 
PRINTER of the preceding” LETTER. | 


"Ince a Il is preparing for the jew Jury to find againſt* 
g the printer of the Drapier's Ja letter, there are ſeve- 
ral things maturely to be conſidered. by thoſe gentlemen be 
fore they determine upon it. F 
© Firſt, They are to conſider, that the author of the ſaid 
pamphlet did write three other diſcourſes on the ſame ſub- 
ject, which, inſtead of being cenſured, were univerſally 
approved by the whole nation, and were allowed to have 
raiſed and continued that ſpirit among us, which hath hi- 
therto kept out Wood's coin; for all men will grant, that 
if thoſe pamphlets had not been written, his coin muſt have 
over · run the nation ſome months ago. 5 
' Secondly, It is to be conſidered, that this pamphlet, 
againſt which a proclamation hath been iſſued, is written 
by the ſame author : that nobody ever doubted the in- 
nocence and goodneſs of - his deſigu; that he appears, 
through the whole tenor of it, to be a le ſibje? to his 
Majeſty, and devoted to the houſe of Hanover, and de- 
dlares himſelf in a manner peculiarly zealous - againſt the 
Pretender. And if ſuch a writer in four ſeveral ttcatiſes - 
on ſo nice a ſubject, where a royal patent. is concerned, 
and where it was neceſſary . to ſpeak of England and of 
liberiy, ſhould in one or two places happen to let fall an 
inadvertent expreſſion, it welds be hard to. condemn him 
after all the good he hath done, eſpecially when we con- 
ſider, that he could have no poſſible deſign in view either- 
of honour or profit, but purely the on of his cob 
TRY, 5 : | aus x 
Thirdly, It ought to be well conſidered, whether any 
one expreſſion in the ſaid pamphlet be really liable to a 
Juſt exception, much leſs to be found wicted, malicious, 
ſeditiour, reſlecting upon his Majeſty and his miniſtry, &c. 
N G 3 | The 
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82 SEASONABLE ADVICE 

The two points in that pamphlet, which it is ſaid the 
proſecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, firſt, where the 
author mentions the penner of the King's anſwer. Firſt, 
It is well known his Majeſty is not maſter of the Engliſh 
tongue ; and therefore it is that ſome other per- 
ſon ſhould be employed to pen what he hath to ſay, or 
write in that language. Secondly, His Majeſty's anſwer 
is not in the firſt perſon, but in the third. It is not ſaid, 
WE ARE CONCERNED, OR OUR ROYAL PREDECES* 
$0RS; but nis MAJESTY #s concerned, and bis ROYAL 
PREDECESSORS, By which it is plain, theſe are proper- 


Iy not the words of his Majeſty ; but ſuppoſed to be taken 


from him, and tranſmitted hither by one of his miniſters. 

Thirdly, It will be eaſily ſeen, that the author of the pam- 

phlet delivers his ſentiments upon this particular with the 

eg caution and reſpect, as any impartial reader will ob- 
rve. 

The ſecond paragraph, which it is ſaid will be taken 
notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what the author 
ſays of Ireland's being a dependent kingdom: he explains 
all the dependence he knows of, which is a law made in 
Ireland, whereby it is enacted, That whoever is King of 
England ſhall be King of Ireland. Before this explana- 
tion be condemned, and the bill found upon it, it would 
be proper that ſome lawyers ſhould fully inform the jury 
what other law there is, either ſtatute or common, for 
this dependency ; and if there be no law, there is no tranſ- 
greſſion. . . 

The fourth thing very maturely to be conſidered by 
the jury, is, what influence their finding the bill may have 


upon the kingdom: the people in general find no fault in 


the Drapier's laſt book, any more than in the three former; 


and therefore when they hear it is condemned by a grand 


jury of Dublin, they will conclude it is done in favour 
of Wood's coin; they will think we of this town have 


changed our minds, and intend to take thoſe halfpence, 
and therefore that it will be in vain for them to ſtand 
out: ſo that the queſtion comes to this, which will be of 


the worſt conſequence ? to let paſs one or two expreſſions, 


at the worſt only unwary, in a book written for the pu- 
blic ſervice; or to leave a free open paſſage for Wood's 


brafs 


IC ies So _ . 


of che grand 


employments which they have 2 mind to k 
greater ; as it was like wiſe the caſe of all thoſe who ſigned 


F 


caſion apprehending to be delivered over to his enemies, 


TO THE GRAND JURY. 1 


braſs to oyer-run us, by which we ſhall be undone for 


erer. 


The /s thing io be conſidered is, That the members 
jury being merchants and principal ſnopkeepers 
can have no ſuitable temptation offered them, as a recom- 


penſe for the miſchief they will do, and ſuffer by letting in, 


this coin; nor can be at any lofs or danger by rejecting the 
bill. They do not expect any employments in the ſtate, 
to make up in their own private advantages by the deſtruc- 
tion of their country; whereas thoſe who go about to ad- 
viſe, entice, or threaten them ta find that bill, have great 
eep, or to get 


the proclamation to have the author proſecuted, And thete 
fore it is known, that his the Lord Archbiſhop of 
Dublin, ſo renowned for Ms piety, and wiſdom, and love 
of his country, abſolutely refuſed to condemn the book ar 
the author, Fx vi: 
Laſtly, It ought to be conſidered, what conſequence the 
finding the bill may have upon a poor man, perfectly inno- 
cent; I mean the printer. A lawyer may pick out ex- 
preſſions, and make them liable to exception, where no 
other man is able to find any. But how can it be ſuppoſed 


. that an ignorant printer can be ſuch a cri4ie? He knew the 


author's deſign was honeſt, and approved by the whole 


kingdom: he adviſed, with friends, who told him there 


was no harm in the book, and he could ſee none himſelf : 
it was ſent him in an unknown hand; but the ſame in which 


he received the three former. He and his wife have offer- 


ed to take their oaths, that they knew not the author, 
And therefore to find a bill, that may bring puniſhment 


upon the innocent, will appear very bard, to ſay no worſe. 
For it will be impoſſible to fiad the author, unleſs he will 


pleaſe to diſcover himſelf; although I wonder he ever con- 
cealed his name: but I ſuppoſe, what he did at firſt out of 
modeſty, he continues to do out of prudence. God protect 
us and him, | 
I will conclude all with a fable aſcribed ro Demoſthe- 


nes: He had ſerved the people of Athens with great fide- 


lity in the ſtation of an orator ; when upon a certain oc- 


ke 
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ing extract aua ſoon. after publiſhed, to eu the illegality of this o- 


matters are under their conſideration, and not preſented, is 


m -RooltonSof 13h Eorimons ef Engin 
ke told che Athedians, His" cbuntrymen, tlie following 
ſtory. Once upon a time the wolves deſired a league with 
the herß upon this condition; that the cauſe of ſtrife 
might be taken away, which was the ſhepherds and ra- 
Ni: this being — the wolve without all Rar _ 
menu eee, 4 mY _ 
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Copiet of this paper were Abend 1 to "”_ epos of the grand 
jury the evening before'the ul v 10 be exhibited ; who, probably for 
the reaſons contained in it; refuſed to find the biu ; upon which the 
Lord Chief Tuſtice M huiſbed, who had preſided ot 4 former proſecu. 
tion of the Deus's printer o, #iſcharged them in a rage; The follow- 


Feeding ; and the next grand j jury that was empannelled made the ſubſe 
gueut pr eſentment. againſt all the abettors of WI God's preject. See let- 
ter to Lord 'Moleſworth, p. 88. of this volume. 
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An bras fem a book, intitled, An anl. bk. 
lection of the debates of the houſe of Commons, 
_ held at ene Oct. 21. 108, P. 150. 


R ESO LV: 'T LONS of the houſe — in Egle 
A . Nov. _ 1680. . etz. © 


A Everal desde being examined Sos the aifiniiſing! a 
grand jury in nn the ME came to the * 
lowing reſolutions : 


Reſolved, That the Uſckarging of a grand jury by a 
judge, before the end of the term, aſſizes, or ſeſſions, while 


arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to public juſtice, a manifeſt 
violation of his oath, and is a means to ſubyert the funda- 
mental laws of this kingdom. + 

| | Reſelved, 
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Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to examine the 
proceedings of the judges in Weſtminſter · hall; and _— 
the ſame, with their opinion Berein, to this'houfe;- 


Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed, for his conduct, deferved to have 
been impeached by the houſe of Commons; becauſe the difolving 
of a grand jury by any judge before the end of the term, affizes, or 
ſeſſions, while matters are under their conſideration; and not pre- 
ſented, is arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to publle juſtice, a manifeſt 
violation of his oath, and is a means to ſubvert the fundamental 
laws of the realm. But as the houſe of Commons forbore to ex- 
ecute their vengeance upon the Chief Juſtice, Switt ſeized upon 
him as a prey, laſhed him; and worricd him out of all his patience, 
by many farcaftic epigrams, ſquibs, and other ſevere reſlections 
upon his unworthy demeanor, until at laſt he became odious and 
ridiculous to the whole kingdom. Neither could his death, which 
happened ſoon after, appeaſe the vengeance of the incenſed pa- 
Alge. For Swift, revilving to make bin an example to all future 
ages, purſued him into the regions of the dead; and coupled him 
with Anytus the accuſer of Socrates. Such indeed was at laſt 
the facrifice that poor unfortunate Whitſhed became unto the re- 
ſentment of Dr Swift.-------Sce Swift's poems concerning Whit- 
ſhed, vol. 6. alſo, 4 fort view of Irclend ; and, An anfwer to 4 
memorial, in this volume. See wk dau guru fa. 


Swifh, vol. 7- p. 164. D. Swift, 
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The Tn of the Granp fone 
of the county of the ow of Dublin. 


attend ang n 3 ena nao: _— ve 257 
e n4939 2 


* n baſe meral coined, 

VV icommonly: called Wobd?s . balfperce, have been 
brougbr into che port of Dublin; and lodged in ſeveral 
houſes of this city, * an intention to make them paſs 
clandeſtinely among his Majeſty's ſudjects of this kingdom 
not wir! Randing the, 1. 1 es ries both ente of Feſt oF e 


Ifpence 2 
We the. 8 Foo 
115 wis Michaelmas tbe 1924, having — at heart 
elty's intereſt, ad the welfare of our country, and 
Ev AN "gh, 7 the great diſcouragements 
bade ha ered by 297 ehenlions of the ſail 
al whereof we have alrea "Tilt the diſmal effeds; 


and that the currency thereof wil inevitably tend to che 
great diminution of his Majeſty's revenue, and the ruin 
of us and our poſterity, do preſent all ſuch perſons as have 
ted, or ſhall endeavour by fraud, or otherwiſe, to 
e the ſaid halfpence upon us, contrary to his Maje- 
ſly s moſt gracious intentions, as enemies to his Majeſty's 
government, and to the ſafety, peace, and welfare of 2 his 
Majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom; whoſe affections have 
deen ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by their zeal to his illuftri- 
dus family before his — acceſhon to the throne, and by 
teir continued loyalty ever ſince. | 
As we do, with all juſt gratitude, acknowledge the ſer- 
vices of all ſuch patriots as have been eminent] y zealous 
for the intereſt of his Majeſty and this country, in detect- 
ing the fraudulent impoſition of the ſaid Wood, and 
venting the paſſing his baſe coin; ſo we do, at the oo 
ak declare our abhorrence arid deteſtation of all re- 
flections 
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flections on his Majeſty and his government; and that we 
are ready with our lives and fortunes to defend his 4 


ſacred Majeſty againſt the pretender, and all his W 
open and ſecret enemies botij at home and abroad. 


Given under) aur bande dt ne hd hd Thanber, this 
28th of November 1724. 


* dil 0 
George —.— . David TR 


. William Empſon, „ - Thomas How, _ 36 
Nathaniel Pearſon, Nl Jobe re Na 87 arg 
Joſeph Nuttall, , James Brown,” WN 


William Aſtonn Ghaptesbypdongs n 


Stearn Tighe, Jerom Bredingaqzn”, Nun 
Richard Walker. 

Edmond French, 0 > Bay = W. cena 
John Vereilles, I bomas G. 2 


Philip” Pearſon, 1 Nan W Dntiel Smog, ©) ven M. 
"Thomas Robins, YN! Ne wi u N 
er Dawſon," \ n Mn an- Amn I N 
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io A A Letterito the Right Honourable 
de Lord Viſcount Mouzowozrn, 
Written i in 1. year 1724. 


N compaſſed me about #th with werd e Ae, and 
Fought againſt me 1uithoat @ cauſe. Y 
For my loue they: are i ce but. 1 give mel 
Unto prayer. 
And they have ry” me Fr day good, at barrel for 
m love, Pfal. cix. 3..4. 5 
Seel not to be Junge, 'bring: not able to RE rec i not 
- left at any time thou fear the perſon of the mighty, and 
lay. a ftumbling-block in the way of thy uprigbtmeſi. 


| Offend not againſt the multitude of a city, and then 2 


Halt not 05 thyſelf down among the people. 


Bina not one /in upon another, or in one thou Patt not 
be unpunlſhed, Ecclus vii, 6 4 7. 8. | - 


Non jam prima peto Mneſtheus, neque vincere certo : 
-Quanquam O Sed ſuperent quibus hoc, Neptune, dediſſi. 


Dixzcrioxs to che PRINT EA. 


Mr n 


A ſent you my former papers,” cannot ſay I 
intended you either guad or hurt; and yet you have 
happened through. my means to receive both. I pray God 
deliver you from any more of the latter, and increaſe the 
former. Yourtrade, particularly in this kingdom, is of all o- 
thers the-moſt- unfortunately cireumſtantiated ; for, as you 
deal in the moſt worthleſa kind of traſh, the penny - productions 
of penoyteſs Sexibblers ; ſo you often ventare your 17 


6 ws F—- * * 


Direction: to the Printer. By 


and ſometimes your lives, for the purchaſe of half a eroi; 
and, by your on ignotance, are puniſhed for other mens 
actions. 8 1 k L RA ame 

I am afraid, you in particular think you have reaſon to 
complain of me, for your on. and your wife's confinement 
in priſon, to your great expenſe, as well as hardſhip ; and 
for a proſecution ſtill;ympendipg. - But I will tell you, Mr 
Harding, how that matter ſtands, Since the preſs hath 
lain under iſo ſttict an inſpection, thoſe Vm’ have a mind to 
inform the world, are become ſo cautious as to keep them - 
ſelyes, if poſſible, out of the way of danger. My cuſtom 
therefore is to dictate to a prentice, who can write in a 
feigned hand; and what is written we ſend to houſe 
by a hlackgaard-hey. But, at the ſame time, I do aſſure 
you. upon my reputatien, that I never did ſend yon any 
thing for Mbich iI thought yon cauld paſſihly be called to 
an account. And you will be my witneſs, that I always 
deſired you, by a letter, to take ſome good advice before 
you ventured to print ; becauſe I knew the dexterity.of deal- 
ert in the law at finding out, ſomething to faſten on, where 
.no.evil is meant. I am told indeed, that you did accor- 
dingly conſult ſereral very able ;perdons, and even ame 

who afterwards, appeared againſt you to which I can only 
anſwer, that you muſt either change your ade, cr 
determine to print nothing that comes from a drapier. 

I defire you will ſend the incloſed letter directed to my 
Lord Viſcount Moleſworih, at his houſe at Brackdenſtown, 
near Swords : but I would have it ſent printed for the con- 
venience of his Lordfhip's reading; becauſe this counter- 
feit hand of my prentice is not very legible. And, if you 
think fit to publiſh it, I would have you firſt get it read o- 
ver by ſome notable lawyer: I am aſſured, you will find 
enough of them, who are friends to the drapier, and will 

co it without a fee; which, I am afraid, you can ill af- 
ford after all your expenſes. For although I have taken 
ſo much care, that I think it impoſſible to find a topic out. 
of the following papers for ſending you again to priſon, 
yet I will not venture to be your guarantee. 

This enſuing letter contains only a ſhort account of my- 
ſelf, and an humble apology for my former pamphlets, e- 
ſpecially the aff ; with little mention of Mr Wood or his 

Vor, III. H halfpence ; 


90 Directions to the Printer. 

Halfpence ; becaufe I have already ſaid enough upon that 

ſubject, until occaſion ſhall be given for neu fears; and, 
in that caſe, you may perhaps hear from me again, 


eee, e 490 7 Wan, 


St Francis ſtreet, . 
Dec. 14. f 1724. 0 | M. J. 


P. S. For want of intercourſe between yon and me, 
which I never will ſuffer ®, your people are apt to make 
very groſs errors in the preſs, which I deſire you will 
. provide againſt, 7 


* The copies were always ſent to the preſs by ſome obſcure 
meſſenger, who. never knew the perſon from whom he received 
them, but gave them in at a window. The amanuenſis only was 
truſted, to whom about two years after the author gave.an em- 
ployment of 40 l. a- year as a reward for his fidelity. Dub. edit. 
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To the Right Honourable 
The Lord ViscounT Morzswokrx, 
At his houſe at Brackdenſtown, near Swords. 


My Loxy, 
Reflect too late on the maxim of common obſervers, 
That thoſe who meddle in matters out of their call - 
ing, will have reaſon to repent; which is now verified in 
9 for, by engaging in the trade of a writer, 1 have drawn 
pon myſelf the diſpleaſure of the government, ſignified 
2 a proclamation og. a reward of three bundred 
pounds to the firſt faith/ul ſubject who ſhall be able and 
mclined. to inform againſt me; to which I may add, the 
laudable cal and induſiry of my Lord. Chief Juſtice 
Whitſhed iu his endeavours to diſcover ſo dangerous 2 per- 
ſon. Therefore, whether I repent or no, 1 have certain-- 
ly cauſe to do ſo; and . 
ood. 
It wilt ſometimes happen, I now not EE? in the courſe* 
of human. affairs, that a man ſhall be made liable to legal 
animadverſions, where he bath nothing to anſwer for ei- 
ther to God or his country; and condemned at Weltmin« 
ſter - hall, for what be uill neter be charged with at the 
day of judgment: 
After ſtrictly examining ay own heart, and conſulting 
ſame divines of great reputation, cannot accuſe myſelf of 
any * malice or — againſt the public; of any de- 
Signs to. fow ſedition ; ob ręflecting on the King and bis 
miniſters ; or of endeavouring to alienate the affetionr of 
the people of this kingdom from thoſe of England. All I 
can charge myſelf with, is a weak attempt to ſerve a na- 
tion in danger of deſtruQian by a moſt wicked and ma- 


8 * Articles mentioned in the indictment nd proclamation. Tr 
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kcious projeQor, without waiting until I were called to its 
aſſiſtance. Which attempt, however it may perhaps give 
me the title of pragmatical and overweening, will never 
lie a burthen upon my conſcience, God. knows whether I 
may not, with all my caution, have already run'myſelf in- 
to a ſecond danger, by offering thus much in my own vin- 
dication. For I have heard of a Juage, who, upon the cri- 
minal's appeal to the dreddfel day of judgment, told him, 
he had incurred a premunire for appealing to a foreign 
Juriſdiction: and of another in Wales, who ſeverely check- 
ed the priſoner for offering the ſame plea ; taxing him with 
reflecting on the court by ſuch a compariſon : _—_ com- 
Pariſans auere odrous. 

But, in order to make aa excuſe for belag more fol 
eulative than others of my condition; 1 deſire your Lord- 
ſhip's pardon, while I am doing a very fooliſn thing; Which 
15 to give you ſome little account of f wyfelf. 

I was bred at a free ſchool, where I acquired ſome lutle 
knowledge i in the Latin tongue. I ſerved my apprenticeſhip 
in London, and there ſet ap for myſelf with good ſucceſs; 
until by the death of fame. friends, and mizsfortwies e 
others, I returned imo this kingdom; and began to employ. 
my thoughts i in cultivating thewioolltn manufacture through: 
all its branches; wherein I met with great diſoouragement, 
and powerful oppoſers, whoſe objections appeared to me 
very ſtrange and ſingular. They argued, that the people 
of England would be offended; if our manufactures were 
brought to equal theirs: and even ſome: of the weaving- 
trade were my enemies; which 1 could not but look upon 
as ahſard and unnatural. 1 remember your Lordſhip at 
that time did me the honour to come into my ſhop, where 
I ſhewed you * a piece of hart and white fluff juſt ſent 
from the dyer ; which you were pleaſed to approve of, and 
be my cuſtomer | 

However, I was fo mortified, that 1 reſolved for the 
future to. ſit quietly in my ſhop, and deal in common goods, 
like the reſt of my brethren; until it happened ſome months 
ago, conſidering with myſelf, that the lower and ' poorer 


fort of people wanted a plain ſtrong coarſe ftuff® to defend 
* By this is meant, the Zrepoſal for the unive; ſul uſe of Iriſh 
—— 1 
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againſt cold eaſterly winds, -which then How very: 
a — blaſting for. a long time togetber ; I contrived one 
on purpoſe, which fold very well all — ups and 

preſerved many thouſands. from agν,j, I then made a 
*. /econd-and a third kind of fluff for the gentry, with» 
the ſame ſuccels ; inſomuch that awagwe butlnkardly ben 
heard of for ſome tim. 
| This inoited me ſo far, thavil-ventured upon a + fourth- 
piece made of the. beſt \triſh wool 1 could get; and 1 
thought it grave and rich enough to be worn by the 
beſt lord or fudge of the land, But of late ſome (great 
fllt complain, as I hear, that when they had it / on, they 
felt a /huddering in their limbs, and have thrown it off 
in a rage; curſing to hell the poor drapier, who invented: 
it: ſo that I am determined never to wert ſor perſons» 
of quality again; except for. your Lal _ very, fear 
more. . 

I aſſure your Lordſhip upon the. word: of an honeſt ci: 
tizen, that I am not richer, by the value of, one of Mr 
Wood's halfpence, with the ſale of alb the ſeveral Huff 
L have contrived: for: I; give the whole profit to the dy 
ert and preffers}. And therefore I hope you will pleaſes 
to believe, that no other motive, beſides the love of my 
country, could engage me to buſy my head and hands to 
the loſs of my time, and the bin n — but er 
and i bνEEtt 16 0 % wa 

I have now break hte off nf to Wee 
purpoſe for your Lordſhip; although I might be aſhamerb 

to offer it to you, aſter I have confeſſed that it will bo 
— only from the s and. reninants 7 the aol ” 
employed in the former. However, I ſhall work-it up as 
well as I can; and, at worſt, -yow-mend oaly give.it _ 
your tenants. . 0 

I am very ſenſible, how-ill- youn-Lordlhip is-like' to his 
entertained with the pedantry of à drapirr in the terma 
of his own trade. How. will the matter be mended, when 
you ſind me entering again, akhough very ſparinglys”1 into 


8 The drapior's. three. firſt- letters”. 
ala f The fowth Jetter, againſt which the proclamation Was + 
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an affair of ſtate? for ſuch is now grown the controverſy 
with Mr Wood, if ſome great lawyer: are to be credited. 
And as it often” dips at play, that men begin with 
farthings, and go on to gala, till ſome of them loſe their 
eſtates and die in jail; ſo it may poſſibly fall out in my 
caſe, that by paying too long. with Mr Wood's half- 
pence, I may be drawn in to pay a. fne double to the re- 
ward for betraying me; be ſent to priſon, and not be de- 
livered thence until 7 ſhall have paid the urtermeſt fats 
thi . 

3 There are, my Lord, three forts of perſons, with whom 

I amvreſolved never to difpute: a highwaymar with a piſtol 
at my breaſt; a troop of dragoons, who come to plunder 
my houſe; and a nan of the law, who can make a merit 
of accuſing me. In each of theſe caſes, which are almoſt 
the ſame, the beſt method is to beep out of the way; and 
the next beſt is to deliver your money, farrender your 
houſe, and confeſs' nothing. 

I am told, that the two points in my laſt letter, from 
which an occaſion of offence hath been taken, are, where 
I mention his Majeſty's anſwer to the addreſs of the houſe 
of Lords upon Mr Wood's patent; and where 1 diſcourſe 
upon Ireland's being a dependent lingdom. As to the 
former, I can only ſay, that I have treated it with the ut- 
moſt reſpect and caution ; and I thought it neceſſary to 
ſhew where Wood's patent differed in many eſſential parts 
from all others that ever had been granted; becauſe the 

bad, for want of due information, been ſo ſtrongly 
and ſo largely aſſerted. As to the other, of Ireland's de- 
pendency.; I confels to have often heard it mentioned, but 
was never able to underſtand what it meant. This gave 
me the curiofity to inquire among ſeveral eminent lawyers, 
who profeſſed they knew nothing of the matter. I then 

. 4õ— over all the ſtatutes of both kingdoms without the 
leaſt information, further than an Iriſh act, that 1 quoted, 
of the 33d of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland to England un- 
der one King. I cannot ſay, I was ferry to be diſappoint- 
ed ia my ſearch, becauſe it is certain, I could be content- 
ed to depend only upon God and my prince, and the /aws 
of my own country, after the manner of other nations, 
But ſince my better are of ad ferent opinion, and deſire 

: further 
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farther -dependencier, 1-ſhall- outwardly ſubmit; yet ſtill 
inſiſting in my own heart upon the exception 1 made of 
M. B. drapier.. Indeed that hint was borrowed from — a 
idle ſtory I had heard in England; Which 8 
common and beaten; but becauſe it — ntther 
fox nor ſation; 1 will juſt barely relate t. (| 
Some hundred years ago, when the Peers 8 
that the Commons were looked upon as little better han 
= endents, a bill was brought in for *.— ſome 
itions to the power and prinilogs the peerage 
— read, ts Mr DING, 3 of the baſe 
ſtood up, and ſaid, he very much a n and 
would give his vote to have it paſs ; but however, ſor 
ſome reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he defired that a 
clauſe might be inſerted for - excepting the family of the 
Drues, The oddneſs of the propoſition taught others to 
reflect a little; and the bill was thrown ot. | 
Whether I were miſtaken, or went 46 ſip thextniinibe 
the deperidericy, muſt be leſt to the impartial Judgment of 
the world, as well as to the cdurts'vf Jidicature; although 
indeed not in fo efefZual and deciffve'a anner. But to 
affirm, às I hear ſome do; in order to countetrance a fear» 
ful and ſervile ſpirit, that this point did not belong to my 
ſubjefd, is à falſe and fooliſh objeftion. There were fete 
ral ſcandal6us reports induſtriouſly ſpread by Wood and 
| his accorhplices,” to diſcourage all oppoſitioh againſt his 
infamous project. They gave it out, that we were pre- 
pared for a rebellion : that we diſputed the King's prero- 
gative, and were ſhaking off our Jependency. The firlt 
went ſo far,” und obtained ſo much belief agaitiſf the moſt 
viſible demonſtrations to the contrary, that a great per- 
fon of this kingdom, now in England, fent orer ſuch an 
account of it to his fiiends, as would make any g | 
fubje& both grieve and tremble, ' I thought it therefore 
neceſſary to treat that catathtty as it deſerved. Then 1 
proved by an invincible argument, that we could hate no 
intention to diſpute his Majeſty's prerogative ; becauſe the 
prerogative wis not concerned in the queſtion; the civi- 


lians and lawyers of all nations agreeing, that copper is not 


money. And laſtly, to Car us from the imputation df 
ſhaking off our Ange kf ewe wherein 1 3 
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and ſhall, ever think, this dependency conlilted ; and cited; 
the ſtatute above mentioned made in Ireland: by which 
it is enacted, that whoever, is King Englend, Hall be 
King of Ireland; and that the two, kingdoms. ſhall be 
euer 1 bf Gerber under on King. This, as I conceived, 
did —_— acquit us of intending to break our dependency ;. 
becauſe it was altogether out of our power: for ſurely no 
Kang of. e will ever conſent . on ihe.pegent of: hots 
Reon wot ai wo 10" dawn Ui £ 
But — this, article I, am- charged whk a heavier: a0. 
cuſation. It is ſaid I an tos far,, wheo I declared, 
that ever mo pretender. ſhould come to be fixed upon the 
throne of England (which God, forbid), I would ſo far ven- 


ture te-tranſareſs. this flatute,.. that I would loſe the laſt) 


are of my ec before. I would ſubmit. at as King) 
Ireland. 


This I hear on. all, ſides ib the Grongeſt nd. wejghrieſd 
objection, againſt . me; and which hath. given the moſt of- 
fence; that. I ſhould be ſo bold to. declare againſt a direct 
ſtatute; and that any motive, how. ſtrong; ſoever, could. 
make me reject a King, whom England ſhould receive. 
Now, if in defending. myſelf from. this accuſation I ſhould. 
freely confeſs, that. I went too far that the expreſſions 
was. very. indiſcreet, although oceaſioned by my - zeal for 
his preſent Majeſty. and his Proteſtant line in the houſe of 
Hanover; that ide ſhall be careful never to offend. again in 
the like Kind; and that I; hope. this free acknowledgment 
and ſorrow far . my;.error will be, ſome atonement, and: a. 
latle ſoften the hearts:of my pawerful. adverſaries: I day,. 
if I. ſnould offer ſuch . defence as this, I. do not doubt 
but. ſome. people would wreſt it to an ill aneaning by ſpite- 
ful interpretation. And therefore, ſince I. cannot think of 
any other anſwer, which that paragraph can admit, I will 
leave, it to the mercy of every. candid. reader z. for ſtill 
without recanting. my, oum opinion. 

1 will now venture to . your L ordſhip:a 3 hw. 
in l fear you. are too deeply. ee You will. there- 


fore pleaſe to know, that this habit of. writing and dif+ 
coarſin "ge To I. unfc y differ from al/mo/? the 
whole kingdom, and am apt to grate: the ears of more 


has 1 could wiſh, was acquired. eee 


rern tan 6 
is London; and a long reſidenee there after I had ſet up 
for myſelf, Upon my return and ſefttement here, 1 
thought 1 had only cHangrd! one” country of freedom for 
another. I had been long 'converſmg with the writings of 
your Lordſhip “, Mr Locke, Mr Wolineux, Colonel Sidney, 
and other dängerous authors, who tak of liberty ar 4 
being, to wwhith the whole Fact of mankind hath an ori. 
ginal tile; whereof nothing bat unlawful force cam di. 
veſt them. 1 knew a great deal of the ſeveral Gothic inſf{- 
tations in Europe; and by what incidents and events they 
came to be deſtroyed : and I ever thought it the moſt un- 
controlled and univerſally agreed maxim, That erm 
con/iftr in 4 people's being governed by lau made with 

- their own conſent ; and ſlavery in the contrary. I have 
been likewiſe told, and believe it to be true, that Hhertiy 
and property are words of known uſe ant ſignification in 
this kingdom; and the very lawyers pretend to underſtand, 
and have them often in their mouths, Theſe were the 
errors which have mifled me, and to which alone I muſt 
impute the ſeyere treatment I Have received.” But 1 fhalf 
in time grow wiſer, and learn” to confider”my driver, the 
road am in, anid 4uith aihont F am yoted.” Tbis T will 
venture to ſay; that the boldeſt and moſt obrioxibus words 
1 ever delivered, would in England have only expoſed me 
as # ſtupid fool, who went to prove that he far hon? in 
a clear ſummer's day: and I have witneſſes ready to de- 
poſe, chat your Lordſhip hath ſaid àpd writ fifty times 
worſe; and; what is {HF an aggravation, with infinitely 
more wit and learning, and ſtronger argumentè: ſo that, as 
politics run, I ds not know'a perfon'of mbre exceptionable_ 
principles than yotirſelf: and if ever I Haff be diſcovered, 

I think you will be bound in horiour to pay my fine, and 

ſupport me in prifon ; or elſe I may chance to inform a- ' 

gainſt you by way of repriſal. | 
lo the mean time I beg your Lordſhip to. receive.my 

confeſſiort ; that if there be any ſuch a thing as. a dependen- 

cy of Ireland upon England, otherwiſe. than as I have ex- 
plained it, either by the la of God, of naturo, of rea - 


* He publiſhed a book in the reign of King William HI. intitled,” 
The late of Denmark, with a large preface. Haute fo 


* 
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fan, of nations, or of the land, (which I ſhall die rather 
than grant), then was the proclamation againſt me the 
moſt merciful that ever was put out; and inſtead of ac- 
cuſing me as malicious, wicked, and feditionr, it might | 
have been directly as guilty of h treaſen. 

All I defire is, that the cauſe of my country, —* Ne 
Wood may not ſuffer by any inadyertency of mine. Whe- 
ther Ireland depends upon England, or only upon God, 
the king, and the law; 1 hope no man will aſſert, that 
it depends upon Mr Wood. I ſhould be heartily ſorry 
that this commendable ſpirit againſt me ſhould accidental- 
ly (and what, I hope, was never intended) ſtrike a damp 
upon that ſpirit in all ranks and corporations of men a- 
gainſt the deſperate and ruinous deſign of Mr Wood, Led 
my countrymen blot out thoſe parts in my laſt letter, which 
they dilike ; and let no ruſt remain on my ſword io cure 
the wounds I have given to our moſt, mortal enemy. When 
Sir - Charles Sidley was taking the oaths, where ſeveral 
things were to be renounced, he; ſaid, he loved renoun- 
cing; aſked if any more were to be. renounced ; for he 
was ready to renounce as much as they pleaſed... Although. 

I am not ſo thorough a renouncer, yet let me have but 

2 this peſtilent coinage, and I ſhall, be 

7, not only to. renounce every ſyllable in all my four 
letters, but to deliver them chearfully with my own bands 
into thoſe of the common hangman. to be burnt with no 
better company than the coiner 1 effigies,. if any part of it 
hath eſcaped out of the ſecular hands of my Euhfal Friends, | 

the Common people. f 

But, whatever the ſentiments of fome | le may be, | 

I think it is agreed that of thoſe who ubſcribed a- 
| gainlt me, are on the fide of a vaſt majority in the King - 
dom, who . Mr Wood * : aud it was with great 
 fatiafatyon, 


* Az the 'Drapier's "Jetters 1 were N N againſt 
Wood's halfpence, it might well be imagined that a proclama- 
tion againſt the author would produce an opinion, that to op- 
poſe: Wood's halfpence was illegal, and ſubjected the party to 
pains and penalties : to prevent ſo fatal a miſtake, it is here re- 

| marked, that many of thoſe who. ſubſcribed the proclamation, 
wt were yet Krenpous eppoſers of Wood's project. This diſtinc-. 
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ſatisfaction, that I obſerved ſome right honourable names 
very amicably joined with my own at the bottom of a fe 
declaration againſt him and his coin; But if the admiſſion 
of it among us be already determined, the worthy perſon 
who is to betray * ht in prudence to do it with all 
convenient ſpeed; or elſe it may be difficulr to find three 
hundred pounds Sterlin for che diſcharge of his hire, when 


the public © ſhall have loſt-five' buridred 2 — if there 


be ſo much in the pation 3 went enen N 
income for ever. 5 

I am told by lawyers, Wie in aaa 1 5 man and 
man it is of much weight, which of them gave the firſt pro- 
vocation, or ſtruck the firſt blow, It is manifeſt that Mr 
Wood hath dohe both: and therefore I ſhould humbly pro- 
poſe to have him firſt hanged, and his drofs thrown into 
the ſea: after which the drapier will be ready to ſtand his 
trial. It iq needs be that offences come, but wo un- 
to bim by whom the offence cometh, It Mr Wood had 


held his hand, every body elſe would have held their 
tongues; and qhen there would have been little need of 


Tampbletr, juries, or proclamation! upon this occaſion. 


The provocation muſt needs have been very great, which 


could ſtir up an obſcure; indolent drapier to become an 
author. One would almoſt think, the very Foxes in the 
ſtreet would 7 up in ſuch a eauſe: and 1 am not ſure 
they will not 4 % againſt Mr Wood, if ever he comes 
within their reach. 11 is a known ſtory of the dumb boy, 
whoſe tongue forced a paſſage for ſpeech by the horror of 
ſeeing a dagger at his father's throat. This may leſſen 


the wonder, chat a tradeſman hid in privacy and ſilence 
ſhould cry out, when the life and being ef his pelitical u- 


ther are atteropted before his face, and by ſo infamous a 
But in the mean time be Wiked the deſtroyer of king» 
dom walks about in triumph, (unleſs it be true, that he 


Bi in Jail for 9. while he Wl nt wet cad to me 


tion is yet more explicit in the letter to Loud Middleton, which 
was written ſoon after the fourth letter, and intended to be the 
fifth, thbugh for ſome reaſons deferred See the letter to 
Lord Middleton, and the note prefixed. Haul | * 
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\the liberty of his country-18 forced to hide bis bead for oc 
caſionally dealing in a matter of controverſy. | 'Hawever, 1 
am not 5 firlt, who hath been condemned to death for 
gaining a great 'vidtory over à powerful enemy by diſ- 
abeping for aner the {tri orders of military diſcipline. 

1 am now reſalved to fellow / (after the be uſcal proceed - 
ing of mankind; becauſe it is too late) the advice given me 
by a certain daan . He ſhewed the nuſtake I Mas in, of 
truſting to the general good - will of: the people; that I had 
ſucceeded hitherto better than could be expected. + but that 
ſome unfortunate cir tial lapſe would probably bring 
me within the reach of power :- that my good intentions 

would be no ſecurity againſt tho/e —— watched every mo- 
tion of my pen iu the bitterneſs of - my Joud. He produced 
| <an inſtance of a perſon as innocent, : as:difinterelted, and 
= 4 meaniog as myſelf; who hd unten t a very ſea- 
| ſonable and jnoffenſive treatiſe, exhottiug the people of 
chis kingdom to wear their own manufactures; for which 
however the printer was proſecuted with he ut moſt viru- 
lence; the jury ſent unat mine tines: and the man given 
up to the: merey of the caurt. The. dean further obſerved, 
chat I as in a manner left alone to ſtand tbe &artle ; while 
others, who; had ten thouſand times better talents than-a 
2drafier, wereſo prudent as todie ſtill; and perhaps. thought 
it no unpleaſant amuſement to look on with ſafety, while 
- another was giving them diveryien at the hazard of his li- 
If berty and fortune; and thought they made a ſufficient re- 
14 compenſe by a little applauſe: whereupon be concluded 
1 with a ſhort ſtory of a Je at Madtid; ho being con- 
demned to the ſire on account of his religion, a croud of 
ſchoolboys following him to the ſtake, and apprehending 
they might loſe their /port if be ſhould. happen to recant, 
would often clap him on the back, and cry, dla . 
3 - Meyſe; (Moſes captinue fled/aft).. 
h I. allow this gentleman's advice to have * very pou 
and his obſervations juſt ; and in one reſpect my condition 
is vous than that of the Jew : a 10 en will 


— 


i 0 The author is 8 himſelf” an 
| | | + The author means himſelf again; in the diſcourſe adyiſing the 
Heople of Ireland to wear their: on manufactures. L 


. ſave 
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3 
ve me. However, it ſhould ſeem by eme late procte 
1 1 that my ſtate is not altogether deplorable. 5 
can Je ro to nothing but the ſteadineſs of T 
— and juries ; which hath chnfirmed in me an * fl 
the long entertained ; that, as 1 5 
is ſeated in the middle ; ſo in Ay vir 


zue left in the world is chiefly 1 Cary ret the mid- 
dle rank of mankind, who are neither affured out of her 
by ambition, nor driven by poner!y. 
Since the proclamation — by my laſt letter, and 
2 NI onus for proceeding aint wy bs » cont of 
there have been two printed papers clandeſtinely WY 
HP about; whereof no man is able to trace the origt- 1 
55 further than by conjecture ; which, with its uſual cha- 
rity, lays. them to my account. The former is intitled, 
Segſonable advice, and appears to have been intended for 


information of the grand Jury, upon the ſuppoſition. of a 
bill to be prepared againſt that letter. The other is an ex- 


tract from a printed. bock of parliamentary ings, in 
che year 1680; containing an angry ſolution of the 
Houſe of Commons in England: * diſſolving grand I u- 
ries. As to the ee will £04 it to be 


the work of a more a et LO. of a common 
drnpier. It hath been cenſured for endeavouring to influ- 
ence the minds of à jury, which ought to be wholly free 
and unbiaſſed; and for that reaſon it ir manifeſt, that no 
Jud e was ever known, either «pox or of the bench, either 
y himſelf or his dependents, to uſe the leaſt inſinuatiou, 
45 maske, poſſibly affect the ꝓaſſions or intereſts of an 

one ſingle Juryman, much deſe of a whole Jury ; where 
every man muſt be convinced, who will juſt give himſelf the 
trouble to dip into the common priated trials : ſo as it is 
amazing to think, what a * of upright judge there 
have been in both kingdoms for above foxty years paſt; 
which, conſidering —— long they held. their offices during 
pleaſure, n fili do among ut „ 1 account next to a 


miracle, 


81 
. Perhaps this may account for Whitſhed's conduct. See 23 
notes prefixed to thepropoſal for.the ſole uſt of Iriſh manufuctures, 
and ſuperadded to the Jeeſonable advice to. the grand. "19, both in 
this volume. 
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As to the other paper, I muſt confeſs i it is a ſharp cen- 
Jure from an Engliſh houſe of Commons againſt di Jolvin in 
grand aries by any judge before the, end of the term, 

or ſeſſions, while matters are under their conſidera- 
tion and not preſented, as arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive 
to public juſtice, a manifeſt violation of his oath, and as 
a means to ſubyert the fundamental laws of the kingdom. 

However, the publiſher ſeems to have been-miltaken in 
what he aimed at. For whatever dependence there may 
be of Ireland Japon) England, I hope 15 would not inſinu- 
ate, that the proceedings of a het chief juſtice in Ireland 
mult depend upon a refo/ution of an Engliſh houſe of Com- 
mons. Beſides that reſalution, although it were levelled 
againſt a particular lord chief juſtice, Sir William Scroggs, 
yet the occaſion was directly contrary. For Scroggs di/- 
felved the grand i fury of London for fear they /hould pre- 
ſent ; but ours in Dublin was difolved W they * 
not preſent ; - Which ande, alters the caſe. _ 
therefore a ſecond grand jury ſupplied that defect he wo 
king a preſentment * that ↄleaſed the whole kingdom. How- 
ever, I think it is agreed by all parties that th the one 
and the other jury behaved themſelves in ſuch a manner, 
as ought to be remembered to their honour, while there 
ſhall be any regard left among us for virtue of : public i- 
rit, 

Iam confident your Lordſhip will be of my. ſentiments 
in one thing; that ſome ſhert plain authentic tract might 
be publiſhed for the information both of petty and grand 
Juries, how far their power reacheth, and where it is li- 
mited ; and that a printed copy of ſuch a treatiſe might 
be depoſited | in every court to be conſulted: by the jury- 
men, before they. conſider of their verdict; by. which a- 
bundance of inconveniencies would be avoided,” whereof 
innumerable inſtances might be produced from former 
timer; becauſe 1 will ſay nothing of the preſent. 

I have read ſomewhere of an eaſtern king, who put a 
Tides to death for an iniquitous ſentence ;- and ordered his 
hide to be tuſſed into a cuſhion, and placed upon the tri- 
. for the fon to ſit on, who was preferred: to! abr — 


. See the babe immediately preceding this liter, TT 
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ther's office. I fancy, ſuch a memorial might not hay 
been unuſeful to a ſon of Sir William Scroggs, and that 
both he and his ſucceſſors. would often wrigg/e in their 
ſeats, as long as the cu/hion laſted : I wiſh the relator had 
told us what number of ſuch cuſhions there might be ur 
C oo on 
I cannot but obſerve to your Lordſhip, how nice and how 
dangerous a point it is grown, for a private perſon to in- 
form the people, even in an affair where the public inter» 
eſt and ſafety are ſob ighly concerned as that of pie Wood : 
and this in à country where /oya/ty is woven i to the wer 
bearts of the people, Teems a little extraordinary,” Se 
William Scroggs was the firſt who introduced that c= 
mendable acuteneſi into the courts of judicature ; but how 
far this practice hath been imitated by his ſacceſſors, or 
Hrained upon occa/ion, is out of my knowledge. When. 
pamphlets unplea/eng to the miniſtry were preſented as li- 
bels, he would order pe offenfive paragraphs to be read. 
before him ; and faid it was ſtrange; that the judges and. 
lawyers of the Lig bench ſhould be duller than all the 
people of England: and he was often fo very happy in dp- 
plying the initial letters of names, and expounding dubiour- 
hints, (the two common expedients among writers of that 
claſs for eſcaping the law), that he diſcovered mucli more 
than ever the authors intended; as many of them, or their 
printers, fund to their colt; * If ſuch, methods are to be 
followed in examining what 1 have already written, or may 
write hereafter, upon the fabjet of Mr Wood, I defy d- 
ny man of fifty times my underſtanding and caution to a+ 
void. being intrapped.: unleſs he will be content to write 
what none will read, by repeating over the old arguments 
and computations, whereof the world is already grown 
weary.. So that my good friend Harding lies under this 
dilemma ; either to let my learned word hang for erer 
a- drying 5 his lines, or venture to publifh them at 
the hazard of being laid by the heels. 
I need not tell your Lordſhip where the difficulty lies: 
it is true, that the King and the laws prrmit us to reſuſe 
this coin of Mr Wood; but at the ſame time it is equal - 
ly true, that the King and the laws permit us to receive 
im. Now, it is barelx<poſib/e, that" die minifters in Eng- 
1 + 56h 4 
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land may not ſuppoſe the conſequences of uttering that 
braſs among us to be fo ruinous as we apprehend ; be- 
cauſe perhaps, if they underſtood it in that light, they 
vere in common humanity uſe their credit dur his Ma- 

y for faviog. .a meſt 1001 kingdom from deſtruction. 
Ko, as long as F ſhall pleaſe thoſe OAT jerking 10 think 
that coin will not be /o very pernicious to us, we lie under 
the diſadvantage of being cenſured as obſtinate in not com- 
lying with a royal patent. Therefore nothing remains 
2 to make uſe of that /iberty, which the Kiug and the 
ur have left us, by continuing to refuſe this coin; and 


by. frequent remembrances to keep up that ſpirit raiſed 


againſt 13, which. otherwiſe may be ppt. 6 hg; tne? per 
in tune to fink alogether. For any public order alt rr. 
cciving os uttering Mt Wood's hallpence i is not i albnabiy to 


be expected in this kingdom without directions from Eng · 
ron) which I think nobody Poſes, or is fo fanguine to 


Gat to eonfeſs the truth, my Lord, 1 UW to grow 
weary of my office as a writer ; and. could heartily wiſh 
it were devolved upon my brethren, the makers of /ongs 
and Zallads, who perhaps are the beſt qualißed at prefent 
to gather up the gleanings of this controverſy, As to my- 
ſell, it hath been my misfortune to begin, and purſue it up- 
on a wrong foundation, For, liaving detected the frauds 
and falſehoods of this vile impoſtor Wood in every part, 
1 fooliſhly d;/dained to have recourſe to whining, Jament- 
ing, and crying for mercy; but rather choſe to appeal to 
law and Abr, and #he common rights of. mankind, wich- 
out conhidering the climate I was in. 

Since your laſt reſidence in Ireland, I frequently bare 8 
taken my nag to ride about your grounds; where I fancied 
myſelf to feel an air of freedom breathing ronnd me; 
and I am glad the low condition of a tradeſman did not 

qualify me to wait on you at your houſe; for then, I am 
afraid, my writings would not have eſcaped feverer cen- 

ſures. But J have lately fold my e and was r 
his greateſt fault, which was that 
about Brackdenſtown; whereby he 4 duch a * 
of liberty, that 1 could ſcarce hold him in, I have like- 
* buried at the bottom of a ſtrong cheſt your Lordſhip's 

writings 
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writings under a heap, of others that treat of 1 5 1 ; 
and ſpread over a /ayer or * of Hobbs, Toner, ew ** 
and many more * rs of th to be readieſt at 
Hand, whoakres0- ahbe pelt. takemp a nau 
of principles in government I imthe mean time 1 on gu 
_ to look to my ſhop, and keep as far out of your 

's influence as poſſible : and if you ever ſee an 
25m II my writings on "this ſubject, I promiſe you mall 
fmd them as-inh6dent; as inſipid aud without a ſling, as 
what I have now offered you, But, if your Lordſhip 7 

eaſe to give me an yr! 1 of ſome ES of your eſtate 
in Yorkſhire, thither will IL carry my che B 
it upſide down, reſume my eitel reading” W 1 1 
off; feed on plain homely fare, and live and die a. free 
honeſt Engliſh farmer; but not without regret fon leaving 
my countrymen under the dread of the brazen talons of 
Mr Wood: my molt loyal and innocent countrymen; to 
whom 1'owe ſo much för their good opinion of me, i 
my poor endearours to bee! them. Lange! wich the un 
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- Thife ger (for ur ſit and ſeventh SS Lee . 
ed t long afterwards) prevailed, notwithſtanding' threats, profii- 

cations, and impriſonment, againſt all the influence of. #ower: and 
a! the arlifices of cunning :. perſons of every rank and every ſe 
united with the. drapier in the. common cauſe, his health -was a per- 

Petual toaſt, and his effigies were diſplayed in every ſifeet : Wood. 
was compelled 0 Withdraw bis —_ ns ＋ „I- Were to- 
* ust r Na, 45 
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Witten in the year 1724: 
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een i e Hil in, l e date 
Oc. 6 7724, it appears to have been written ſoon after the pro- 
clamation againk the drapior for his fourth letter, and before the 
Jury had thrown out the bil of indictment. At this eriſis per- 
Haps the Dean did not chuſe to reſume a character which was 
become obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own : the origi- 
nal was figned with his name, though it appeared to have been 
obliterated by another hand: for ſome reaſon the publication 
of it was delayed, and it was firſt printed in an edition of the 
Dean's works publiſhed at Publin in 1735. This however is not 
me only reaſon why it is placed after the fifth letter; for the 
Fith letter appears to have been ſubſtituted in its ſtead, and not 
_ _ "Iatended to follow it. The fourth letten, both in this and in the 
th, is called the la; which could not have happened if both 
The reader will now eafily 8 for thoſe paſſages in the 
fixth, by which the proſecution. againſt Harding appears to be 
depending, though in the fifth it ft nocutioned as palt.] 


© My ON 


18 28 you will conſider me as 2 member, who comes 
Inn at the latter end of a debate; or as a lawyer, who 
peaks to a cauſe, when the matter hack been almoſt er 
Dauſted by thoſe who ſpoke beſore. 5 'a 
| eee 
AN where l am one of the governors; but I went 
e not fo much on account of the contmniſſion, as 0 


> Ss: Sa * KOO & 6 


| - * He ind the benden ant the Droit, * 
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af you ſome poltions concening Wir. Wen? puaene 36 
coin halfpence forireknd; where you very freely told 
r how wach you had been ahways againſt 
that wicked project; which, raifed in me an for 
you ſo far, that H went ing few days t0 make you a viſit af. 
ter ſo many years intermiſſion, I am likewiſe. that 

ſon wrote two letters from London, (obe of which 1 
ps ſcen), impowering thoſe to whom they were direct · 
28 that whereas there was a malici- 
report ſpread of his. engaging bimſelf to Mr Walpole 
for forty thouſand pounds of Wood's coin to be receive 
in Ireland, the ſaid report was falſe and grouadleſs ;. 
he bad never difcourſed with that miniſter on this ſub ject, 
vor would ever give his conſent to e 
faid coin current here. And. ahough it be long fince Þ 
have given myfelf the trouble of cooverſing with people of 
titles or ſtations; yet J have been told by 18 car 
take up with ſuch amuſements, that bats lle 


able perſon of the kingdom ſcrupulous i in EOS _ to o declare 


his opi But all Gee ner 1 
conſider, 'that the rainous conſe 


gua 


nation. 

—Y e Gd hh e a 
1 * . le be. ur 

tel deſtreAive to this kingdom; and ntly that 
is every man's duty not only to refuſe this coin 
but as fa r as in him hes, 10 perſuade others to do the 
lke : 5. Ars this be done in private or in print, is 
all a caſe; as g. hyman is forbidden to write, or to diſ- 
courſe upon religious or moral ſubjects, akbough. he may 
not do it in a pulpit (at leaſt in our church). Neither is 
A ee Bll 


0 | Lord Middleton, 4 de Nene e againſt 
the drapier, was yet an enemy to burnt We Sat un by 
2 paikger da this letter, . Haus. 


dare 
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dath ever been equalled in any other part 


| will A Toge 
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clare it ſo: 6r if you ound unechte it in that ſenſe; 
yet you will pleaſe t to conſider, th am not now 7 preach? 


* 34 , 2: 
Verner 0 airy] tice th eric; wilt 


probably be no more heard . fo far to ſapply bis place, 
po incur Mis förtuge; fer T haye Tearned | an old 


ience, tax there are "times whereit a man ought to 


| be Qdttede as Well as innocent. 1 therefore: hope that 


Pilz le 8 botti thofe characters, I may de allowed, by of: 
— arguments or enforcing old ones, to, re the 

— of my felldw-fubjects, and keep“ vp tat good 

Rte raiſed 55 them ta preſerve themſelbes from utter 

5 5 wit means, and Ffuch as. ate permitted by lis 
a [47:4 ne” SU HH GY 

ee ou Wil beate 0 Gon, m. tio Nereüdbef 


- rſt; that we are a. molt'16 peo 23 and ſecondly, that 
we are a free people, pts common acreptaric of = | 


word applied to a ſübſect under a Hmited motiarch. 
know ye well. that 100 and I. did matly 1% ET 
ow differ much in Bo reſenice'of Lord, Wharton 8 11 
e Wat Sor erty with refikjon i to Ireland; 
— if yorr'v us to be a free people, tHere'is bli- 
FF another appell bd which, I. doubt; my Lord Chief 
Juſtice Whitſhed 031 call we tp account for, if T ven 
ture to beſtbw: for T obferved (anck T ſhall never for 
upon what oteaſfon) the deviee upon his coach to be 


bertat et natale lorry at the very 95 int of time whe ct 


r in his © gurt, and perjuri g himſelf t d betra 
Now, as ft our Toyalty to his preſent W JN # it 
of his dominions, 
Fam ſure jt Rath never been exceeded: and I am confident 
be hath not a miniſter in England, who: could ever call it 
once in queſtion ; - © bar that fome hard rumdours at Raſt have 
been tramtitted from Vother. ſi the water, I ſu ppoſe vod 
dt and” rumours chi @verchi Kind; which 

people have imputed to the indirect proceeding 
of Mr Wood and his emiſſaries: as if he endeavoured it: 


ſhould be thought, Wanna. upon che eſt 
. See: the addrets bo both uſes of parliament, by MB dr optere.” 


of 


2 we 


„ ian 4 
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3 copper. Now, e ou 
will admit us to be a loyal people ſo you will thigk it 
pardonable in us to hope for all proper marks of favour and 
protection from ſo gracious a King, that a loyal and free 
people can expect: among which, we all agree is reckon- 
ing this to be one, that Wood's halfpence may never have 
entrance into this kingdom. And. this we ſhall continpe to 
wiſh, when we dare no longer expreſs our wiſhes : although 
n As 5 1 45 ier in the world, 
uld, io a cauſe ſo 


66 the 
Fae al; grad 22 bare the ſail- 
ing of better writers, to be not alwiye: fortunate in the 


manner of e 8 . uy 03 halt 
. _ However, e drapier is one man, 1 

Nr by aſſerti . of 
my countrymen are wholly, free from out of; 37 


pamphlets to reflect on the King e and 16 
breed ſedition, 
1 ſolemnly declare, that 1 never once v 


ficQion caſt upon the King go Pe Ou of: 5 Woods 


coin: for in man do RE 
member his Maj 5 ea be be . 
e 


As to the Ap marco 

ed at EE Eg Ln 

former, as I have heard you and a hundred o * 
declared, that he never ſaw 8 
Wood, e 
Lieutenant; and therefore I ſu 
Au. Grace hath been dre 


Mr W EE Es rn 
. Walpole ſeveral qd yh where it is I 


| that ſome expreſſions fell from him not very fargurable 


enn the drapier ' 4th letter. ot gn N 
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to the people of Ireland ; for the truth of which the 
kingdom is not to anfwer, any more than for the diſ- 
cretion of the publiſhers: Lou obſerve, the drapicr 
wholly clears Mr Walpole of this charge by very ſtrong 
arguments ; and ſpeaks, of him with civifity. I cannot 
ny myſelf to have been, often preſent, where the company 
gave their opinion that Mr Walpole favoured Mr Wood's 
Poſer which I always contradicted; and for my own 

never once opened my lips againſt that miniſter either 
in lb ted or particular meetings: and my reaſon for this 
reſeryedneſs was ; becauſe i ed him in the Oucen's 
time, (I mean Queen Anbe, . of Ever bleſſed memory), to 
wake ſpeech direAly ainft me b 'name in the houſe'o 
Commons, as 1 wade da vety* few minutes after in the 
court of requeſt by mote than fifty members. 

But you, who are in a great ſtation here, (if any thing 
here may be called great), cannot be ignorant, that who- 
ever is underſtood by public voice to be chief miniſter, wilt 

among the general x ana ſhate the blame,” whether juſtly 
or np, of Frety r is Jiſhked; which Þ could eaſt. 
ke a ſtances from my own knowledge, 


| 25 I was in che ue and * 8 77 in the caſe of 


the * greateſt, the — and the molt tncortupt miniſter 
I ever converſed w "Gullit 

Bat, Whatever — ion dme le might 
conceive of Mr Walpole on! aceount of oy oof. 
I dare boldly rm it was entirely owing. to Mr Wood. 
Many perſons of eredit come from elend have affirmed 
to me and Adem. that they have en letters under his 
hand full of a e and kidlebe⸗ towards Ireland, and 
boaſting of his favour with Mr Walpole ; which is highly 
probable; ;. becauſe: he reaſonably thought it for his inter- 
eſt to fpread fuch a. report, and becanfe it is the known 
talent of low and little ſpirits, to bare a great man's Fame 
in their mots. 

Thus I have ſufficiently jallißed the people of eres 
from learning any bad 1; bn out of the | drafiter's f 
phlets wirh regatd to his Majeſty and his miniſters: and 
therefore, if thoſe papers were intended to ſow ſedition a- 


+ al © 
* * 


®* Suppoſed to be the Lord Treaſurer Oxford. 
* | mong 
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mong us, God. be thanked the ſeeds bare fallen n a 
very improper ſoil. 

As to j nb the affedtions: of the p ople of England | 
and Ireland from each. other; I believe the drapier, 
whatever his intentions were, bath left that matter juſt as 
he found ĩt. TY ud 116, Cd Kuh 
I have live long in both mee La Na 
as in town; and therefore take m in 


formed as moſt PAY in * diſpo prom 450 9PM 2 ; 
5 


wards the other. By the people I und hand Þ ere, 
the bulk of the, common people; add and I N iP, la 
may diſtort or extend my meaning. 

There is a vein of induſtry and parſunon 1 
through the whole people of ba yh wo 155 
eaſineſs of their rents makes them 08 to 
Ireland, they know little more of i it 2 141 48 17 Me 
co; farther than that it is a country ſubject to the a 
England, full of bogs, inhabited by wild Iriſh-Papiſtr, who 
are kept in awe by mercenary troops ſent from thence : and 
their general opinion is, that it were better for England 
if this whole iſland were ſunk into the ſea : for they 
have a tradition, that every forty. years the muſt, be 
a rebellion in Ireland. 1 have ſeen the gr Ha ſt Tuppoh- 
tions paſs upon them; that the ww/ld Iriſh 7 5 taken in 
toils 3 but that, in ſome time they would grow ſo tame, as 
to eat out of your hands: I have been aſked by hundreds, 
and particularly by my neighbours your tenants at Pepper- 
hara, whether I had come from Ireland by ſea : and upon 
the arival of an Iriſh n to a country-town,, I have known 
erouds coming about him, and wondering to ſee him look 
ſo much better than themſelves, 
Wy gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that paſſing ſome 
months ago through Northampton, and ſinding the whole 
town in a lurry, with bells, bonfires, and illuminations ; 
upon aſking the. cauſe, he was told, it was for joy that 
the Iriſh had ſubmitted to receive Wood's halfpence. 
This, I think, plainly ſhews what ſentiments that large 
town hath of us; ; and how little then made it their own 
caſe; although they lie directly in gur way to London, 
and therefore cannot but be e convinced that we 
have human ſhapes. 7 


A3 


10 LORD MIDDLETON. 


As to the people of this kingdom, they conſiſt either 
of Iriſh Papiſis, who are as inconſiderable in point of 
power, as the women and children; or of Engliſh Pro. 
teftantr, who love their brethren of that kiogdom, al- 


though they may poffibly ſometimes complain when they 


| think they are hardly nſed : bowever, I confeſs T do not 


Tee that it is of any y great conſequence, how their perfon- 
al afﬀeQtions ſtand to each other, while che ſea divides 
them, and while they continue in their loyalty to the ſame 
prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether thoſe from 
ONS have feats to complain, when they come hither 

rſuit of their fortunes ? or, whether the people of 
Ir have reaſon to boaſt, when OY go to England up- 
on the ſame deſign ? 
Ny ſecond propofition was, that we of Ireland are a 
Free people : this, 1 ſuppoſe, you will allow, at leaſt with 
certain Jimitations remaining in your own breaſt. How- 
ever, I am ſure it is not criminal to affirm ; becauſe the 
words [iberty and | property, as applied to the ſubject, are 


often mentioned in both houſes o parliament, as well as 


in yours and other courts below : from whence it muſt fol- 
Tow, that the people of 1 Ireland do, or ought to enjoy all the 
benefits of the common and ſtatute law; ſuch as' to be 
tried by juries, to pay no money without their own con- 


ſient as repreſented i in parliament, and the like. If this be 


fo, and if it be univerſally agreed, . that a free people can- 
not by law be r to take any money in payment, 
except gold and ſilver; I do not ſee why any man ſhould 
be hindered from cautioning his countrymen againſt this 
coin of William Wood; who is endeavouring by fraud to 
rob us of that property, which the laws have ſecured, If 
I am miſtaken, and this copper can be obtruded on us, 1 


would put the drapier' s caſe in another light by ſuppoſing, 


that a perſon going into his ſhop ſhould agree for thirty 


ſhillings worth of goods, and force the ſeller to take his 


payment in a parcel of copper-pieces intrinſically not worth 
above a crowa : 1 deſire to know whether the drapier 


would not be actually robbed of five and twenty ſhillings ; 


and how far be could be ſaid to be maſter of his property ? 
The ſame queſtion may be applied to rents and debts on bond 


or mortgage, and to all kind of commerce whatſoever. 
Give 
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Give me leave to do what the drapier hath done more 

than once before me; which is, to relate the naked fact, 

as it ſtands in the view of the world, | 
One William Wood, Eſq; and hardwareman, obtains by 

fraud a patent in England to coin 108, ooo /. in copper to 

paſs in Ireland, leaving us liberty to take or to refuſe. The 


people here, in all ſorts of bodies and repteſentatives, do 


openly and heartily declare, that they will not accept this 
coin: to juſtify theſe declarations they generally offer two 
reaſons; firſt, becauſe by the words of the patent they 
are left to their own choice; and ſecondly, becauſe they 
are not obliged by law: ſo that you ſee there is bellum 
atgue virum, a kingdom on one fide, and William Wood 
on the other, And if Mr Wood gets the victory at the 
expenſe of Ireland's ruin, and the. profit of one or two 
hundred thouſand pounds (I mean by continuing and coun- 
terfeiting as long as he lives) for bimſelf; 1 doubt, both 
-preſent and future ages will at. leaſt think it a very ſingular 
ſcheme. | | 1 | 
If this fact be truly ſtated, I muſt confeſs, I look upon 
it as my duty, ſo far as God hath enabled me, and as long 
as I keep. within the bounds of truth, of duty, and of de- 
cency, to warn my fellow- ſubjects, as they value their xi 
their country, and all that ought. or can be dear to them, 
never to admit this pernicious coin; no not ſo much as one 
ſingle halfpenny. For, if one ſingle thief forces the 
oor, is-in-vain-to talk of keeping out the. Whole crew 
behind. LN ih 2:41 7 7% 
And while I ſhall be thus employed, Iwill never. give 
myſelf leave to ſuppoſe that what I ſay can either offend - 
my Lord Lieutenant *, whole perſon and great qualities I 
have always highly reſpected (as I am ſure his Excellency 
will be my witneſs), or the: miniſters in England, wi 
whom 1 have nothing to do, or they with. me; much leſs 
the þrivy. council here; who, as I am informed, did ſend 
an addreſs to his Majeſty againſt Mr Wood's coin; which 
if it be a miſtake, 1 deſire I may not be accuſed for a 
ſpreader of falſe news: but 1 confeſs, I. am ſo. great aſtran- 
ger to affaire, that, for any thing I know, the whole body 


* Lord Carteret, now Earl Granville. 
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- of the council may ſince have been changed : and although 
'T obſerved ſome of the very ſame names in a late declara- 


tion againſt that coin, which I ſaw ſubſcribed to the pro- 


clamation againſt the drapier, yet poſſibly they may be 
- different perſons : for they are utterly unknown to me, 


and are like to continue ſo. 


In this controverſy, where the reaſoners on each ſide 


are divided by St George's channel, his Majeſty's preroga- 
tive perhaps would not have been mentioned, if Mr Wood 


and his advocates had not made it neceſſary by giving out, 
that the currency of his coin ſhould be enforced by a pro- 
clamation. The traders and common people of the king- 


dom were heartily willing to refuſe this coin; but the fear 


of a proclamation brought along with it moſt dreadful ap- 
prehenſions. It was therefore abſolutely neceſſary for the 


Adrapier to remove this difficulty; and accordingly in one 


of his former pamphlets he produced invincible arguments, 


(where ever he picked them up), that the King's prerogative 
was not at all concerned in the matter; ſince the law had 


ſufficiently provided againſt any coin to be impoſed on the 
ſubject, except gold and filver; and that copper is not 


money, but, as it bath been properly called, nummorum 


famulus. 
The three former letters from the drapier having not 


received any public cenſure, I look upon them to be with - 


out exception; and that the good people of the kingdom 
' ought to read them often .in order to keep up that ſpirit 


raiſed againſt this deſtructive coin of Mr Wood. As for 


tis laſt letter, againſt which a proclamation i is iſſued; I 
ſhall only ſay, that 1 could wiſh it were ſtripped of al 
that can be any way exceptionable; which I would not 
think it below me to undertake, if my abilities were equal; 
but being naturally ſomewhat ſlow of comprehenſion, no 


lawyer, and apt to believe the beſt of thoſe who profeſs 
good deſigns without any vifible motive either of profit or 
honour ; I might pore for ever, without diſtmguiſhing the 
cockle from the corn. 

That which I am told gives the greateſt offences in this 
laſt letter * is, where the drapier affirms, that i if a rebel - 


Letter 4. See the note preſixed to this letter. 1 
ion 
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lion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful, as to fix the pretender on 
the throne of England, he — venture ſo far to tranſ- 
greſs the Iriſh ſtatute, which unites Ireland to England un- 
der one king, as to loſe every drop of his blood to hinder 
him from being king of Ireland. 

I ſhall not preſume to vindicate any man, who openly 
declares he would travſpreſs a ſtatute, and a ſtatute of ſuch ' 
importance: but, with the moſt humble ſubmiſhon and de- 
fire of pardon for a very innocent miſtake, I ſhould be apt 
to think, that the loyal intention of the writer might be. 
at leaſt ſome ſmall extenuation of his crime ; for in this 
1. confeſs myſelf to think with the drapyer. 

I hare not been hitherto told of any other objections a- 
gainſt that pamphlet; but I ſuppoſe they will all appear at 
the proſecution of the drapier, And I think, whoever in- 
his own conſcience believes the ſaid” pamphlet to be wic - 
ted and malicious, ſeditious and ſcandalout, highly reflect · 
ing upon his Majeſty and his miniſters, &c, would do well 
to diſcoyer the — (as little a friend as I am to the 
trade of informers), although the reward of 300 J. had not 
been tacked to the diſcovery, I on, it would be a great 
ſatisfaction to me to hear the arguments not only of jud- 
ges, but of lawyers upon this caſe.” Becauſe you cannot 
but know, there often happen occaſions, wherein it would- 
be very convenient, that the bulk of the people ſhould be 


informed how they ought to conduct themſelves ; and-' 
therefore it hath been the wiſdom of the Engliſh parlia« 


ments td be very reſerved in limiting the preſs. When a 
bill is debating i in either houſe of parliament, there nothing 
is more uſual, than to have the controverſy handled by. 
pamphlets. on both ſides, without the leaſt e . 
upon the authors. 

So here, in the caſe” of Mr Wood and his coin; ſince: 
the two houſes gave their opinion by addreſſes, how dan- 
gerous the currency of that copper would be to Ireland, it 
was without all queſtion both lawful and convenient, that 
the bulk of the people ſhould be let more particularly in- 
to the nature of the danger they were in, and of the reme · 
dies that were in their own power, if they would have the. 
ſenſe to apply them; and this cannot be more convenient - 
ly * than by particular perſons, to whom God hath, 

K 2 given * 
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given zeal and underſtanding ſufficient for ſuch an underta- 
king. Thus it happened in the cafe of that deſtructive 
project for a bank in Ireland, which was brought into par- 
lament a few years ago; and it was allowed, that the ar- 
guments and writings of ſome without doors contributed 
very much to reject it. 

Now, I ſhould be heartily glad, if ſome able lawyers 
would prefcribe the limits, how far a private man may ven- 
ture in delivering his thoughts upon public matters : becauſe 
a true lover of his country may think it hard to be a quiet 
tander· by, and an indolent Jooker-on, while a public error 
prevails, by which a whole nation may be ruined, Every 
man who enjoys property, hath ſome ſhare in the public; 
and therefore the care of the public is in fome degree every 
ſuch man's. concern, 

To come to particulars; I could wiſh to know, whether 
it be utterly unlawful in any writer ſo much as to mention 
the prerogative ; at leaft ſo far as to bring it into doubt 
upon any point whatſderer. I know it is often debated in 
Weſtminſter-hall; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other 
—_— lawyers, do frequently handle that fabjed 1 in their 

ons; - 5-7-7 

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends to force coin 
upon the ſubject, which is not Sterling; ſuch as lead, braſs, 
copper, mixed metal, ſhells, leather, or any other mutcria?; * 


and r upon it whatever denomination the crown ſhall think 


fit ? 

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by that phraſe 
of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ireland, and wherein 
that Ae conſiſteth ? 

Laſtly, In what points relating to liberty and property 
the people of Ireland differ, or at leaſt ought to differ, from 
thoſe of England. 

If theſe particulars were made fo clear; that none could 
miſtake them, it would be of infinite eaſe and uſe to the 
kingdom; and either prevent or filence all diſconteors. 

My Lord Sommers, the greateſt man I ever knew of 
your robe, and whoſe eee of Ireland differed, as far 
as heaven and earth, from thofe of fome others among his 
brethren here, lamented to me, that the prerogative of the 
crown or the privileges of parliament ſhould ever be liable 
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ts diſpute in any ſingle branch of either; by which means, 
he ſaid, the public often ſuffered great inconveniencies, - 
whereof he gave me ſeveral inſtances, I produce the au- 
thority of ſo eminent a perſon to juſtify my deſires, that 
ſome high points might be cleared. 

For want of ſuch known aſcertainment how far a writer 
may proceed in expreſſing his good wiſhes for his coun- 
try, a perſon of the moſt innocent intentions may poſſibly 
by the oratory and comments of lawyers be charged with 
many crimes, which from his very ſoul he abhors; aud. 
peta ohio may be ruined in his fortunes, and left to rot 
among thieves in ſome ſtinking jail, merely for miſtaking 
the purlieus of the law. I have known in my lifetime a 
printer proſecuted . and convicted for - publiſhing a pam - 
phlet “, where the author's intentions, I am confident, 
were as good and innocent as thoſe of a martyr at his 
laſt prayers. I did very lately, as I thought it my duty, 
preach to the people under. my inſpection upon the ſub- 
jet of Mr, Wood's coin; and although I never heard 
that my ſermon gave the leaſt offence, as. I am ſure 
none was intended, yet, if it were-now printed and pu- 
bliſhed, I cannot ſay, I would inſure it from the hands. 
of the common hangman, or my own perſon from thoſe. . 
of a meſſenger, ”. | | | 


I have heard the late Chief Juſtice Holt affiim, that in 
all criminal caſes the moſt favourable interpretation ſhould 
be put upon words that they can poſſibly bear. You meet 
the ſame poſition aſſerted in many trials for the greateſt 
crimes ; though often very il practiſed by the perpetual 
corruption of judges, - And I remember at a trial in Kent, 
where Sir George Rook was. indicted. for calling a gentle - 
man knave and villain, the lawyer for the defendant brought 
off his client by alledging, that the words were not inju- 
_ nous; for knave in the old and true ſigniſication imported 
only a ſervant; and villain in Latin, is villicus, which is 
no more than a man employed in country-labour, or rather 
a bailey, | Ja, 
Ik Sir John Holt's opinion were a ſtandard maxim for 
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were the cafe, he had better 
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all times and circumſtances,” any writer with a very ſmall 
meaſure of difcretion might eaſily be ſafe ; but I doubt in 
practice it hath been frequently controlled, at leaſt before 
his time : for I take it to be an old rule in law. 

I have read, or heard, a paſſage of Signor Lett an Ita- 
lian; who being in London, bufying himfelf with writing 
the hiſtory of England, told King Charles U. that he en- 
deavoured as much as he could to avoid giving offence, but 
found it a thing impoſſible, although he ſhould have been 
as wiſe as Solomon. The King anſwered, chat if this 
y his time in writing 

bs as Solomon did: but Leti lay under no public 
neceſhty of writing; neither would England have been 
one . the better or the worſe, whether he writ 
or no, 
This I mention, becauſe I know it will readily be ob- 
jected, What have private men to do with the public ? 
what call had a drapier to turn politician, to meddle in 
matters of ſtate? would not his time have been better 
employed in looking to his ſhop; or his pen in writing 
proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands, and wonders? he 
would then have been out of all danger of proclamations, 
and proſecutions, Have. we not able mayiſtrates and 
counſellors hourly watching over the public weal ? All 
this may be true: and yet when the addreſſes from both 
houſes of parliament againſt Mr Wood's halfpence failed 
of ſucceſs, if ſome had not been employed to in- 
form the people how far they might legally proceed in 
refuſing that. coin, to dete& the fraud, the artifice, and 
infolence of the coiner, and to lay open the moſt ruinous 
conſequences to the whole kingdom, which would inevi- 


_ tably follow from the currency of the ſaid coin, I might 


appeal to many hundred thouſand people, whether any one 


of them would ever have had the Pome or ſagacity to 


refuſe it. | 

If this copper ſhould begin to make its way among the 
common ignorant people, we are inevitably undone, It 
is they who give us the greateſt apprehenſion, being 
eaſily frighted, and greedy to ſwallow miſinformations: 
for, if every man were wiſe enough to underſtand his own 


intereſt, which is every man's priacipal- ſtudy, _ 
wo 


/ 
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would be no need of pamphlets upon this occaſion: but, 
as things ſtand, I have thought it abſolutely neceſſary, 
from my duty to God, my King, and my country, to in- 
form the people, that the proclamation lately iſſued a- 
gainſt the drapier doth not in the leaſt affect the cafe of 


graphs in the drapier's laſt pamphlet *, (not immediatelyy 
relating to his ſubject, nor at all to the merits of the 
cauſe), which the government was pleaſed to diſſike; ſo: 
that any man has the ſame liberty to reject, to write, 
and to declare againſt this coin, which he had before: 
neither is any man obliged to believe, that thoſe honour - 
able perſons (whereof you are the firſt) who ſigned: that: 
memorable proclamation againſt the drapier, have at all 
changed their opinions with regard to Mr Wood, or his 


com, - ; . ! 
Therefore concluding myſelf to be thus far upon a ſafer 
and ſure foot, I ſhall continue upon any proper | 
as God enables me, to revive e that ſpirit rai- 
ſed in the nation (whethe eee 
drapier or no is little to the purpoſe) againſt this horri 
defign of Mr Wood; at the ſame time carefully watching 
every ſtroke of my pen, and venturing only to incur the 
public cenſure of the world as a writer, not of my Lord 
Chief Juſtice Whitſhed as a criminal. Whenever an or- 
der ſhall come out by authority, forbidding all men upon 
the higheſt penalties to offer any thing in writing or diſ- 
courſe againſt Mr Wood's halfpence, I ſhall certainly ſub- 
mit, However, if that ſhould happen, I am determined. 
to be ſomewhat more than the 1 in the king- 


Mr Wood and his coin ; but only refers to certain para- 


dom to receive them; becauſe 1 will never receive them as 


all: for although I know how to be filent, I have not yet 
learned to pay active obedience againſt my conſcience, and 
the public ſafety, | | | 8s 

I deſire to put a caſe, which I think the d rapier in ſome 
of his books hath put before me, although not ſo fully as. 
it requires, | | | 

You know the copper halfpence in England are coin-- 
ed by the public; and every piece worth pretty near the 
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value 
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value of the copper. Now ſuppoſe, that, inſtead of the 
public coinage, a patent had been granted to ſome pri- 
vate, obſcure perſon for coining a proportionable quanti- 
ty of copper in that kingdom, to what Mr Wood is pre- 
paring in this; and all of it at leaſt five times below the 
intrinſic value: the current money of England is reckon- 
ed to be twenty millions; and ours under “ five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds : by this computation, 'as Mr Wood 
hath power to give us 108,000 pounds; fo the patentee 
in England, by the ſame proportion, might circulate four 
millions three hundred and twenty thouſand. pounds; be- 
ſides as much more by ſtealth and counterfeits, I deſire 
to know from you, whether the parliament might not have 
addreſſed upon ſuch an occaſion ; what ſucceſs they proba- 
bly would have had; and how many drapiert would have 
riſen to peſter the world with pamphlets: yet that kingdom 
would not be ſo great a ſufferer as ours in the like caſe ; 
becauſe their caſh would not be conveyed into foreign 
countries, but lie hid in the cheſts of cautious, thrifty men 
until better times; Then I deſire, for the fſatisfattion of 
the public, that you will pleafe to inform me, why this 
country is treated in ſo very different a manner in a point 
of ſuch high importance; whether it be on account of 
| Poining's act; of ſubordination ;, dependence; or any other 
term of art, which 1 ſhall not conteſt, but am too dull to 
underſtand. © © \ N 

I am very ſenſible, that the good or ill ſucceſs of Mr 
Wood will affect you leſs than any perſon of conſequence 
in the kingdom; becauſe 1 hear you are ſo prudent as to 
make all your purchaſes in England; and truly ſo would 
F, if I had money, although I were to pay a hundred 
years purchaſe ; becauſe I ſhould be glad to poſſeſs a free - 
hold, that could not be taken from me by any law, to 
which I did not give my own conſent : and where I ſhould 
never be in danger of receiving my rents in mixed copper 
at the loſs of ſixteen ſhillings in the pound. You: can 


live in eaſe and plenty at Pepperhara in Surry; and 


therefore I thought it extremely generous and public-ſpi- 
rited in you to be of the kingdom's fide in this diſpute, by 


| #* It is ſince ſunk to 200,000 I, | 
6 | | | ſhewing 
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ſttrewing without reſerve your diſap tion of Mr Wood's 
deſign ; at leaſt if you have — o frank to others ag y 
were to me; which indeed F could not but wonder at, 
conſidering how much we differ in other points; and there 
fore I could get but few believers, when I attempted t to 
juſtify, you in this article from your own-words, 

I 7a humbly offer another thought, which I do not 
remember to have fallen under the drapier's obſervation. 
If theſe halfpence ſhould once gain admittance, it is agreed, 
that in no Jong ſpace of time, what by the clandeſtine 
practices of the coiner, what by his own counterfetts, and 
thoſe of others either from abroad or at _— his H- 
mited quantity would be t upon us, until there 
would kn bg grain of id u feen viſible in the nation. 
This, in my opinion, would lay a heavy charge upon the 
crown by creating a neceffity of tranſmitting money from 
England to pay the ſalaries at leaſt of the principal civil 
officers : for I do not conceive how a judge (for inſtance) 
could fupport his dignity with a thouſand pounds a- year 
in Wood's coin; which would not intrinſically be worth 
near two hundred. To argue that theſe halfpence, if no 
other coin were current, would anſwer the general ends 
of commerce' among ourſelves, is a great miſtake; and the 
drapier hath made that matter too clear to admit an an- 
ſwer, by ſhewing us what every owner of land muſt be for- 
err to do with the prodafts of it in fach a diſtreſs You 
may read his remarks at large in his ſecond or third let- 
ter; to which I refer yon, 

Before I conclude, I cannot but Arve that for ſe- 
veral months paſt there have more papers been written in” 
this town, fach as they are, all upon the beſt public prin- 
ciple, the love of our country, than perhaps hath been 
known in any other nation in fo ſhort a time: I ſpeak in 
general from the drapier down to the maker of batlads ; - 
and all without any regard to the common motives of 
writers; which are profit, favour, and reputation. As 
to profit, I am aſſured by perſons of credit, that the beſt 
ballad upon Mr Wood will not yield above a groat ta the 
author; and the unfortunate adyenturer Harding TO 
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clares he never made the drapier any preſent except one 
pair of ſciſſars. As to favour, whoever thinks to make 
his court by oppoſing Mr Wood is not very deep in poli- 
tics, And as to reputation, certainly no man of worth 
and learning. would employ his pen upon ſo*tranſitory- a. 
ſubje& and in ſo obſcure a. corner of the world, to dif. 
tinguiſh himfelf. as an author. So that I look upon my- 
ſelf, the drapier, and my numerous: brethren, to be all. 
true patriots in our ſeveral degrees. 

All that the public. can expect for the future is, only to. 
be ſometimes warned to. beware. of Mr Wood's half- 
pence ; and to be referred for conviction to the drapier's. 
reaſons. For a man of the moſt ſuperior. underſtanding 
will find it impoſſible to make the beſt uſe of it, while he 
writes in conſtraint; perpetually ſoftening, correQing, or 
blotting out expreſſions, for fear of bringing his printer 
or himſelf under a proſecution from my Lord Chief Juſtice 
Whitſhed, It calls to my remembrance the madman in 
Don Quixote, who, being ſoundly beaten by a weaver for 
letting a ſtone (which he always carried on his ſhoulder) 
fall upon a. ſpaniel, apprehended that every cur he met. 
was of the ſame ſpecies. | 
For theſe reaſons I am convinced, that what I have. 

now written will appear low and inſipid; but if it contri- 
butes in the leaſt to preſerve that union among us for op- 
goſing this fatal project of Mr Wood, my pains will not 
be altogether loſt. | 

I ſent thefe papers to an eminent lawyer (and yet a man 
of virtue and learning into the bargain), who, after many 
alterations returned them back with aſſuring me that they 
are perfectly innocent; without the leaſt mixture of trea- 
ſon, . rebellion, ſedition, malice, diſaffection, reflection, or 
wicked infinuation whatſoever, en th 

If the bellman of each pariſh, as he goes his circhiit; 
would cry out every night, Paſt twelve a clock; beware. 
of Wood's halfþence ; it would probably cut off the. oc- 
caſion for publiſhing any more pamphlets, providedꝰ that 
in country touns it were done upon market- days. For 
my own part, as ſoon as it ſhall be determined, that it is 
not againſt law, I will begin the experiment in the * 
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of St Patrick's; and hope my example may be followed 
in the whole city, But if authority ſhall think fir to for- 
bid all writings or diſcourſes upon this ſubject, except 
ſuch as are in favour of Mr Wood, I will obey as it be- 


go and whiſper among the reeds, not any reflection upon 
| the wiſdom of my countrymen ; but only theſe few words, 
| BEWARE OF WOOD's HALFPENCE, 


1 am, 
abith due reſpe, 
your ' moſt obedient, 


Deanery-houſe, | humble ſervant, 
OR, 26. 1724. | 


comes me; only when I am in danger of burſting, I will 
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An bumble ADDRESS to both houſes of 
PARLIAMENT=#. | 


By M. B. DxAPTIEA. 


Multa gement ignominiam plagaſque ſuperbi 
Viftorir, —— | 


A 


Have been told, that petitions and addreſs, to either 
king or parliament, are the right of every ſubject; 
provided they conſiſt with that reſpect which is due to 
princes and great aſſemblies. Neither do I remember, 
that the modeſt propoſals or opinions of private men have 
been ill received, when they have not been delivered in 
the ſtyle of advice; which is a preſumption far from my 
thoughts. However, if propoſals ſhouid be looked upon 
as too aſſuming; yet I hope, every man may be ſuffered 
to declare his own and the nation's het. For inſtance; 
I may be allowed to aw//h, that ſome further laws were 
enacted for the advancement of trade, for the improve- 
ment of agriculture, now ſtrangely neglected againſt the 
maxims of all wiſe nations; for ſupplying the manifeſt de- 
fects in the acts concerning the plantation of trees; for ſet- 
ting the poor to work; and many others. | 
Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, it is the 


This addreſs is without a date, but it appears to have been 

. written during the firſt ſeſſion of parliament in Lord Carteret's 

government, though it did not appear till it was inſerted with the 
preceding letter in the Dublin edition of 1735. 

Among other accuracies in the Iriſh edition, two dates are aſ- 
ſigned to the following tract; in the advertiſement prefixed it is 
faid to have been written the firſt ſeſſion of Carteret's government, 
and in the-title-page to be written before his arrival. Hawkeſ. 
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Hearty avi of the whole nation, very few excepted, that 
the parliament in this ſeſhon would. begin by ſtnAly exa - 
mining into the deteſtable fraud of one William Wood, now 
er kae of London, hardwareman.z. who Age) and rige. 
deſtinely, as appears by your own votes and addreſſes. 
procured a patent in England for coining halfpence in that 
kingdom to be current here. This, I lay, is the ih of 
the whole nation, vary few excepted ; and upon account 
of thoſe few, is more ſtrongly and juſtly the ww of the 
reft : thoſe c conſiſting either of Wood's confederates, 


Tome obſcure tradeſmen, or certain bold UNDERTA- 


KERS of weak judgment and ſtrong ammion, who think 
to find their account in the ruin of the nation by ſecuring 
or advancing themſelves. And becauſe ſuch men proceed 
upon a ſyſtem of politics, to which I would fam Hope you 
will be always utter ſtrangers, 1 ſhall humbly lay it before 


ou. | 
1 Be pleaſed to fuppoſe me in a ſtation of fifteen hundred 
pounds a- year, ſalary and perquiſites; and likewiſe poſſeſſ - 
ed of 800 J. a- year real eſtate, Then ſuppoſe a deſtruc - 
tive project to be on foot; ſuch, for inſtance, as this of 
Wood; which, if it ſucceed, in all the conſequences na- 
turally to be expected from it, muſt fink the rents and 
wealth of the kingdom one half, (although, I am confident, 
it would have done ſo five ſixths). Suppoſe, I conceive 
that the countenancing, or privately ſupporting this pro- 
jet, will pleaſe thoſe by whom I expect to be preſerved, 
or higher exalted : nothing then remains, but to compute 
and balance my gain and my loſs, and ſum vp the whole. 
I ſuppoſe that I ſhall keep my employment ten years, not 
to mention the fair chance of a better. This at 1500 J. 


a- year amounts in ten years to 15, ooo 7, My eſtate by the 


ſucceſs of the ſaid project fipks, 400 J. a-· year; which, at 
twenty years purchaſe, is but 8000 J.; ſo that I am a 
clear gainer of 7000,7. upon the balance, And during all 


that period I am poſſeſſed of power and credit, can gratify 


my /avorrites, and take vengeance on my enemiet. And 
if the project miſcarry, my private merit is (till entire. 
This arithmetic, as horrible as it appears, I #nowengly af- 
firm to have been practiſed, .and .apphed in conjunctures. 
Whereon depended the uin or /afety of anation : although 
Vol. III. L probably 
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probably the charity and virtue of a ſenate will bardly be. 
induced to believe, that there can be fuch monſters among 
mankind, And yet the wife Lord Bacon mentions a ſort 
of people (I doubt the race is not yet extinct) who would 
ſet a houſe on fire for the convenience of roaſting their own 
eggs at the fam. 
But whoever is old enough to remember, and hath turned 
his thoughts to obſerve the courſe of public affairs in this 
kingdom from the time of the revolution, muſt acknow- 
ledge, that the higheſt points of intereſt amt liberty have 
been often ſacriſiced to the avarice and ambition of parti- 
cular perſons upon the very principles and arithmetic that 
I have ſuppoſed: the only wonder is, how theſe arti/ts 
were able to prevail upon numbers, and influence even pu- 
blic aſſemblies to become inſtruments for effecting their ex- 
ecrable deſigns. 
It is, I think, i in all conſcience Jatitude enough for vice, 
if a man in /tation be allowed to act injuſtice upon the u- 
ſual principles of getting a bribe, 3 his malice, 
ſerving his party, or conſulting bis preferment, while his 
wickedneſs terminates in the ruin only of particular per- 
ſons. But to deliver up our Oo country, and every li- 
ving ſoul who inhabits it, to cerrain deſtruction, hath hot, 
as I remember, been permitted by the moſt favourable ca- 
ui/ts on the fide of corruption. It were far better, that 
all who have had the mifortune to be born in this king- 
dom, ſhould be rendered incapable of holding any employ- 
ment whatſoever above the degree of a con/fable, (accor- 
ding to the ſcheme and intention of a great miniſter gone 
to hit own place * ), than to live under the daily appre- 
henſion of a few falſe brethren among ourſelves. Becauſe, 
in the former caſe, we ſhould be wholly free from the dan-, 
ger of being betrayed, fince none could then have i 2s bo 
dence enough to pretend any public good. | 
It is true, that in this deſperate affair of the new Ball: 
pence I have not heard of any man above my own degree 
of a ſhopkeeper to have been hitherto ſo bold, as in rect 
terms to findieate the fatal project; although 1 have been 


* The late Earl of Sunderland. PP 
| Ft | told 


> 
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told. of Tome very mollifying expreſſions which were. uſed, 


and very gentle, expedients propoſed and handed about, 
when it firſt came under debate: but ſince the 7 of the 
people have been ſo far opened, that the mo 

can plainly ſee their own ruin in the ſueceſs of Wood's 
attempt, theſe. graud compounders have been more cau- 
E 1 6 r 
But that the ſame ſpirit ſtill ſubſiſts, hath manifeſtly ap- 
peared (among other inſtances of great compliance) from 
certain circumſtatices, that have attended ſome late pro- 
xeedings in a court, of judicature ®, There is not any 
common-place more frequently inſiſted on by thoſe WhO 
treat of our conſtitution, than the greateſt happineſs and 
excellency of trials by juries ; yet if this bleſſed part of 
our law be eludible at. pleaſure by the force of power, 
frowns, and artifice, we ſhall have little reaſon : boaſt of 
our advantage in this e over other ſlates or kingdoms 


in Europe. And ſurely theſe 5% proceedings, exerciſed 
in a point that ſo nearly concerned the Lie- blood of the 
people, their neceſſary ſubfiſtence, their ery feed and rai- 
ment, and even the public peace, will not allow any favour- 
able appearance; becauſe it, was obvious, that ſo much ſu- 
Perabun nt" zeal conld hate uo other deſign; or produce 
aby othe r effect, Than to damp that N raiſed in · the na 
non againſt this accurſed. ſcheme of William Mood and 
his gbettors ; to. which ſþirit alone we owe, and for ever 
muſt owe, our being Hit herto preſerved, and our hopes 
of being preſerved” 25 the future, if it can be kept up, 
and ftrongly countenanced'by your wiſe aſſemblies. I wiſh 
F coüld at coant for ſuch a d meanor. upon a more charita- 
Me foundation,” er that o Parſing, out intarelt io over 
bulance with the rag of our sun rx. 
'*T remember ſome months ago, when this affair was freſh 
in diſcourſe,” a perſon, nearly, allied to SOMEBODY, 
or (as the bawkers called him) NOBODY, who was 
thought, deeply concerned, went about very. diligently a» 
toy oved vie ico tro i ic l bas hart! 
y Chief Juſtice. Whitſhed, whoſe method with a jury may 
be ſeen in the note which follows the Propoſal for the uſe of Iriſh 
mantufaitures, and that at the end of Saft nable advice to a grand 
r * 2 
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mong his acquaintance, to ſhew the bad conſequences that 
might follow from any public reſentment to the difadvan- 
tage of his ally, Mr Wood; principally alledging- the dan- 
ger of all' employments being difpoſed.of from England, 
One of theſe emiſſaries came to me and urged the ſame to- 
pic: I anſwered naturally, that I knew there was no office 
of any kind, which a man from England might not have, 
if he thought it worth his aſking ; and that J looked upon 
all who had the diſadvantage of being born here, as only 
in the condition of Feaſers and gleaners, Neither could I 
forbear mentioning the known fable of the countryman, 
who intreated his.aſs to fly for fear of being taken by the 
enemy; but the aſs refuſed to give himſelf that trouble, 
and upon a very wiſe reaſon; becauſe he could not poſhbly 
change his preſent maſter for a worſe :, the enemy could 
not make him fare harder, beat. him more cruelly, or load 
him with heavier burthens, cate de Its, 
Upon theſe and many other conſiderations i may affirm 
it to be the wiſh of the whole nation, that the power and 
privileges of juries were declared, afcertained, and con- 
firmed by the legiſlature; and that whoever hath been ma; 
nifeſtly known to violate them, might be ſtigmatized b 
public cenſure; not from any hope that ſuch a cenfure wi 
amend their practices, or hurt their intereſt, (for it may 
probably operate quite contrary in both), but that che na- 
tion may know their enemies from theu friends. 
I ſay not this with any regard or view to myſelf; for 1 
write in. great ſecurity; and am reſolved that none ſhall 
merit at my expenſe, further than by ſhewing their zeal 
to diſcover, proſecute, and condemn me for endeavouring 
to do my duty in ferving my country: and yet I am con- 
fcious to myſelf, that I never had the leaſt intention to re- 
fect on his Majeſty's miniſters, tor on any other perſon, 
Except William Wood, whom I neither did, nor do yet 
conceive to be of that number, However, ſome would 
- hare it, that I went too far ; but 1 ſuppoſe they will now 
allow themſelves miſtaken. ' I am ſure I might eafily have 
gone farther, and I think 1 could not eaſily have fared 
worſe, And therefore 1 was no further affected with their 
lamation, and' ſubſequent proceedings, than. a good 
clergyman is with the fins of the people. And as 72 


l 
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poor þriater, he Is ribw' götte "to'appent before a higher; 
and before a righteous tribunal. | dah Was 

As my intention. is only to lay before your great aſſem- 
blies the general wiſhes of the nation; and as I have al- 
ready declared it our principal ai, that your firſt pro- 

deeding would be to examine into the pernicious fraud of 
| William Wood; ' fo 1 maſt'add'as the univerſal opinion, 
| that, all chemes 'of commutatipn, compoſition, and the like 
expeditnts, either avowed or implied, will be of the moſt 
pernicious cotiſequences to the public; againſt the dignity 
of'a free kingdom ; 'and prove an enconragement to future 
adventurers in the ſame deſtructive projects. For it is 2 
maxim, which no man at preſent diſputes, that even a con- 
mvance to admit one thouſand pounds in theſe halſpence 
vill produce in time the fame'ruinous effects, as if we'o- 
penly conſented to admit a million. It were therefore 
inſinitely more ſafe and eligible to leave things in the 
doubtful, melancholy ſtate oy are at preſent, (which 
however God forbid), and truft entirely to the general 
averſion of our people againſt this coin, uſing all honeſt 
endeavours to preſerve; continue, and increaſe: that aver- 
ſion, than ſubmit to apply thoſe palliativer which weak, 
perfidiour, or abjet politicians are upon all occaſions, and 
in all diſeaſes, 10 ready to adminiſter. n. W 3G eee. 
im the ſmall compaſs of my reading (which However 
hath been more extenſive than is uſual to men of my in- 
ferior calling), I have obſerved, that grievances have al- 
3 preceded ſupphes; and if ever grievances had a title 
to fuch A pre · eminence, it maſt be this of Wood; becauſe 
it is not only the greateſt grievance that any country could 
' Taffer,” but @ grievance» of ſuch a kind; that, if it ſhould 
take effect, would make it mpoſhble for us to give ahy 
ſupplies at all, except in adulterate copper ; unleſs a tax 
were laid for paying the civil and military Tits, and the 
large penſions, with real commodities inſtead of money; 
which, however, might be lable to ſome few objections as 
well as difficulties; for although the common ſoldiers might 
de content with Bee, and mutton, and woot, and malt, 
and ier yet I am in ſome doubt as to the generals, 
the colonels, the numerous penſioners, the civil officers, 
aud others, who all live in England upon lrih pay, as 
| L 3 well 
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well as thoſe few who reſide among us only becauſe they 


cannot belp it. 

There is one particular, which although 1 bave men- 
tioned more than once in ſome of my former papers, yet] 
cannot forbear to repeat, and a little enlarge upon it ; 
cauſe I do not remembet to have read or heard of the like 
in the hiſtory of any age or country: neither do 1 ever re- 
fle&t upon it without the utmoſt a a | 

ter the unanimous: addreſſes to his Sacred Majeſty ; 2 
gainſt this patent of Wood from both houſes of parlia- 
ment, which are the three eftates of the kingdom; and 
kkewife an addreſs from the privy council, to whom un- 
der the chief governors the whole adminiſtration, is in- 
truſted; the matter is referred to a committee of council 
in London. Wood and his adherents. are beard, on one 
fide ; and a few volunteers without any truſt or direction 
from hence, on the other. The queſtion (as 1 remem- 
ber) chiefly turned upon the want of bal/pence in Ire- 
| hand: witneſſes: are called on the behalf of Wood (of 
| What credit, I have formerly ſhewn *): upon the iſſue the 
patent is found good and legal ; all his Majeſty's officers 
here (not excepting the military) commanded to be aid- 
ing and affiting to make it effectual ; the addreſſes of both 
houſes of —_— of the privy council, and of the city 
of Dublin, the of moſt counties and ra- 
nons through the kingdom, are altogether laid aſide as of 
no weight, conſequence, or conſideration whatſoever, and 
the whole kingdom of Ireland nox/uited in default of ap- 
pearance ; as if it were 2 private cauſe between John Dow, 
plaintiff, and William Row, defendant... 
Wirk great reſpect to thoſe, Honourable perſons, the 
eommittee of council in London, I have pot; underſtood 
them to be our governors, counſeHors, or ju Ner- 
ther did our caſe turn pe or Sues. New 
Ireland wanted 4al/pexce ? For there is no doubt, but we do 
Want both halfpence, gold, and ſilver; and we have num- 
derleſs other wants, and ſome that we ate not ſo much as 
allowed to name, although they are peculiar to this na- 
don, to. Aman. vhew Gen 
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ed with 3 and laue, or any degree of ſoil and 


ſunſhine : but for what demeri its on our fide, I am altoge · / 


ther in the dark. | rene 
But 1 do not remember, hes oo of 
was either affirmed, or denied in any of our;atdr 
declarations againſt thoſe of Wood. We alled 
fraudulent obtaining and 5 bis Bag ugg „the ba 
neſs of his metal, » 40d, the, rocky am to be coined, 
which might be increaſed Neal, 6 from foreign impor, 
tation, and his own counterfeits, as well as thoſe at home; 
whereby we mult infallibly loſe all our little gold and Gl. 
ver, and all our poor remainder of a. very limited and 
diſcouraged trade. We. urged, that the patent was paff- 
ed without the leaſt reference hither ;- and without men- 
tion of any ſecurity given by Mood to receive his! own 
balfpence upon demand; which are contrary to "al 
former proceedings in the like — Tbeſe, and many 
other arguments we offered ; but {till the patent went on; 
and at this day our ruin would have. been, Ralf comple- 
ted, if God in his mercy had not raiſed an univerſal __ 
ſtation of theſe halfpence in the whole kingdom, with a 
firm reſolution never to receive,,th: ſince we are not 
under . to do ſo by on Ge buman or 
divine. 

But, in the name of God * — all {tier add piety, 
when the King 's Majeſty was pleaſed that. this patent ſhould 
pals, is it not to be underſtood, that he conreived, belie- 
ved, and zutended it as à gracious act, for the good and 
benefit of his ſubjects, for the advantage. of a. great, and 
fruitful e of the moſt loyal kingdom upon earth, 
where no hand or voice was erer lifted. up againſt him; 
a kizgdom, where the paſſage is not of L hours from 
Britain, and a kingdom where Papiſis have leſs. power, 
. and leſs land than in England? Can it be denied, or 
doubted, that his Majeſty's — ek underſtood and pro- 
poſed the ſame end, the. god of tbit nation, when. they 
 adyifcd the paſſing this patent? Can the-/per/orr of Wood 
be otherwiſe regarded, than as the itrument, the mecha- 
nic, the head-workman, to prepare his furnace, his fewel, 
his metal, and his ſtamps? If L enfploy a ſhocbey, is it in 

view to his adyantage, or to my own conyenicact ? I men- 
| on 
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tion the Ferſen of William Wood alone; becauſe nl c. 
ther appears, and we are not to reaſon upon Armen,; nei - 
ther would it avail, if they had a real foundation. | 
Allowing therefore, (for we cannot do lefs), that this 
nit for, the coming of halfpence was wholly intended 
y a gracious king, * and 4 iſe pe (blic- ſpirited miniſtry} 
for the vantage of Ireland; yet * the whole king - 
dom td a man, for whoſe good the parent was deſigned, 
do upon matureſt conſideration univerſally: join in openly 
declaring, , proteſting, addreſfing, petitioning againſt theſe 
halfpence, as the moſt ruigous project that ever was ſer of 
foot to complete the ſlavery and deſtruction of a poor in. 
nocent country: ir it, wal it, can it, or will it ever be 
4 queſtion, not whe r fach a kingdom, or Willtam Woo, 
ſhould be à "gaider {4 bar, © Whether ſuch a kingdom 
ſhould be wholly unden, deſtroyed, funk, defopulated, 
made a ſcene of miſery and defolation; for the ſake of 
William Wood? God of his infinite mercy avert this 
dreadful judgment ; and it is our univerſal //h, that God 
would put'it into Jour” hearts to * bis iultruments for fo 
good a work. 
For my own pitt, 55 am ür one man, of gu 
condition, I de ſolemaly declare, in the prefence of almigli- 
ty God, that I will ſuffer the moſt ĩignominious and tortu- 
ring death rather than ſubmit to receive this accurſed coin, 
or any other that ſhall be table to the ſame objections, us- 
til they ſhall-be forced upon me by a law of my own coun- 
y; and if that ſſiall ever happen, I will tranſport myſelf 
imo fome' ' foreign ads and ont the n fe 
— a ſrer peo , een 
Am legally deibable _ theſe Scpreſſions ; ſhall an- 
* Proclamation iſſue zpaioſt me; becauſe F preſime to 
take my country s part againſt Wilſiam Wood, where her 
final deſtruction is — 4 ? But whenever you ſhall pleaſe 
' to. impoſe Hence upom me, 1 will ſubmit ; becauſe 1 ook 
upon your unantimour volte to be the voice of the nation; 
and as I hare been taught, and db believe, to BE in fome 
Pow done Abe per ESQ e ing | 
The great ignominy of a ole kingdom Mig o beg 
at mercy under ſo We an adverſary, is ſuch a deplorable 
_ aggravation, iat che ttmivit expreſſions of ſhame and rage 


are 
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are too o low to. ſet it forth: and therefore 1 halt leave it 

to receive ſuch a reſentment as is worthy of a parliament. 

| It is likewiſe our univerſal if, that his Majeſty ſhould 

grant liberty to coin balfpence in this kingdom for our own = 

uſe, under ſuch reſtriction as a parliament here ſhall adviſe: 8 

fince the power of coining even gold and ſilyer is poſſeſſed | 
by eve Ag reed abroad; and was always practiſed by 

Scotland to the very time of the union ; yer furely Scot- 

land, as to ſoil, climate, 14 (for Bi is not in itfelf a fourth 

part the value of Ireland; (for Biſho 2 ſays, it is 

| pot above the fortieth part in value to the reſt of Britain); 

and with reſpe& to the poſi that England gains from hence, 

| not the forty 1 thouſandth part.. Ahhough I muſt confeſs, 

| that a mote in the ce, or à thorn in the Hide, | is more 

| dangerous and painful than a beam or e $4, 


lance." 1. . 
England, nd of moſt other 3 


heh, ARS bk Sw Ai. vis. AM A © His. ox 


The hiltotfes of 
| abound in relating the miſerable, and ſometimes the molt 
| tragical eſſects from the, abuſes of coin by debaſing theme- 
tal, by leſſening or enhancing the value upon, occaſions, to 
the public loſs ;, of oo we have an example within our 
own memory in England, another hee ch lately in France. 
It is the tendere/t point o NN affecting every in- 
dividual in the higheſt 5 many When "When the! value of 
is arbitrary or unſettled, no man can well be faid to have 
any property at all; nor is any wound ſo ſuddenly felt, fo 
= y cured, or that leaves l eure her 
ie. f 
I conceive this poor unbappy iland to have ah to 
ſome indulgence from England; not only upon the ſcore 
of Chriflianity,, n ural equity, and the general gh of 
mankind, bat 'chiefly on account of that _ immenſe. profit 
they receive from us; without which. that kingdom would 
make : very different bgure-in Earages from what it doth 
at pre ent. 
The ai land in Ireland, face then: have been 
late ſo enormouſly raiſed and ſcrewed up, may be on 
ted to about two millions; whereof, one third part at leaſt 
is directly tranſmitted to thoſe, who .are perpetual, abſen- 
tees in England; as I find bya PI Pas: wah the- 
UNE ſeveral Heilful geatTemen... ite of nn 7 


The 
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The other articles, by which we are altogether loſers 
and England a gainer, we found to amount to moſt as 
"much more. 

I will only ſet down as many heads of them as 'can're- 
Ade and leave them to the conſideration of thoſe 
who underſtand: accounts better than 1'pretend to do. 

The oer net abſcntees, „ for buſt meſs, health, or di- 
verſion. 1 

Three arch ** the revenue of the chief governor, 
during his abſcnce'; "which is uſually four fifths of his Un 

- vernment, 

The whole revenue- of the poſt-office,” > 

The numerous penfrons paid to perſons in Eile. 
The pay o of che chief officers of che army abſent ih 

England, whnch'is's great ſam," © 

Four commiſhoners of the r abſent. 

Civil employtneuts very numerous, "and, of great io. 
bens Sc 

The vaſt charge of appeals we tiouſ of Lords, and 

to the court of 'delepares; 

Students at the ints of aft, and the two TE ties, 
Eigbey thouſand pounds ſent yearlyts England for coals, 


— the prime colt f i nothing, and therefore the pro- 


wholl theirs: '* tot L412 1:9 181d S(1; M U. 
8 05 undred ! thoifandqoatids'p paid ſeveral years paſt 
for corn ſent over hither from England; the effect of © of our 
own great cler, in difcoutaging agriculture.” un 
The find liberty granted us of wearin Indian ſtuffs, 
and 'cillicoes,” to gratify the var) and fo ly of” our wo- 
men; Which, beſides the profit to En and “, is an incon- 
ceivuble loſs to dd, foreing en err ben in our ſtreets, 
br trauſport themſelres to foreign countries. 
The prodigious loſs tous; and gain to England, by ſell 
ing them uil our woo! at their on rates; whereof the 
manufacture exceeds above ten times the prime coſt: A 


Wotteding ai tet Example G od the. Chriftian or H eathen | 


M. (e * , 
* 1 Yigg be If;; Si0 Ip 4 een 


Ffom "whence theſe modi lies we W re n to Ireland, 
the Eaſt. India company only having a right to Import them from 
* e in which they are manufactured. Hawkeſ. Has 
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to our infinite ſhame and damage, and the great advantage 
of England. = BO A Su 

The full profit of all our m#nes accruing to England; 
an effet of great negligence and ſtupidity. | 


in England“. O56 Ge | 

Theſe, and many other articles, which I cannot recol- 
lect at preſent, are agreed by judicious men to amount to 
near ſeven hundred thouſand pounds per anu. clear profit 
to England, And, upon the whole, let any man Jook into 
thoſe authors who write upon the ſubje& of commerce, he 
ſhall find, that there is not one ſingle article, in the eſſen - 
tials or circumſtances of trade, whereby a.country can be 
a loſer, which we do not poſſeſs in the Yig e 
ſomewhat in every particular, that bears a kind of analogy 
to William Wood ; and now the branches are all cut off, 
he ſtands ready with his axe at the rot. 

Upon this ſubject of perpetual abſentees I have ſpent 
ſome time in very inſigniſicant reflections; and conſidering 
the uſual motives of human actions, which are pleaſure, 


not of thoſe Engliſh peers or gentlemen, who, beſide their 
eſtates at home, have poſſeſſions here, for in that caſe the 


in a very few inſtances), are in this kingdom. I knew ma- 


figure they made was by any means a ſubject for enty, at 
leaſt it gave me fas very different paſſions, For, except- 
ing the advantage of going now and then to an. opera, or 


* Many of the above articles have been fince particularly com- 
puted by another writer, to whoſe treatiſe the reader is referred. 
Hauke /. , th y "x PR « v# 
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Our own wool returned upon us in Engliſh manufaQures, : 


An affectation among us of liking all kind of goods made 


profit, and ambition, I cannot yet comprehend how thoſe, 
perſons find their account in any of the ?tbree, I ſpeak. 


matter is deſperate ; but I mean thoſe lords, and wealthy 
knights, or ſquires, whoſe birth, and partly their educa-, 
tion, and all their fortune, (except ſome trifle, and that 


ny of them well enough during ſeveral years, when I re- 
ſided in England; and truly I could not diſcover, that the 


ſometimes appearing behind a croud at court, or adding to 
the ring of ccaches in Hide-Park, or loſing their mo- 
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ney at the chocolate-houſe, or getting news, votes, and. 
minutes about ſive days before us in Dublin; I ſay, 
beſides theſe and a few other privileges of 4% import- 
ance, their temptations to live in London were be- 
yond my knowledge or conception, And I uſed to 
wonder, how a man of birth and ſpirit could endure to 
be wholly inſignificant and . obſcure. in a /oreign country, 
when he might live with luſtre in is own: ; and even at leſs 
than half that expenſe, which he rains himſelf to make 
without obtaining any one end, except that which happen- 
ed to the ag, when he would needs contend for ſize with 
the ox. I have been told by ſcholars, that Cæſar ſaid he 
would rather be the fir man in I know not what village, 
than the ſecond in Rome. This perhaps was a thought 
only fit for Cæſar: but to be preceded by thouſands and 
neglected by millions ; to be wholly without power, figure, 
influence, honour, credit, or diſtinctian, is not, in my poor 


opinion, a very amiable /ituation of life to a perſon of title 


or wealth, who can ſo cheaply and eaſily /hine in his native 
n e 
But, beſides the depopulating of the kingdom, the 
leaving ſo many parts of it wild and uncultivated, the 
rain of ſo many country - ſeats and plantations, the cutting 
down all the woods to ſupply expenſes in England; the 


abſence of ſo many noble and wealthy perſons hath been 


the cauſe-of another fatal conſequence, which few perhaps 
have been aware of. For if that very-confiderable, number 


of lords who poſſeſs the ampleſt fortunes here, had been 


content to live at home, and attend the affairs of their own 
country in parliament ; the weight, reputation, and dignity 
thereby added to that noble houſe would, in all human pro- 
bability, bave prevented certain proceedings, which are 
now ever to be lamented, becauſe they never can be reme- 
died: and we might have then decided our own properties 
among ourſelves, without being forced to travel five hun - 
dred mites by ſea and land to another kingdom for jultice, 
to our infinite expenſe, vexation, and trouble ; which 1s a 
mark of ſervitude without example from the practice of 
any age or nation in the world, * | 

I have ſometimes wondered, upon what motives the peer- 


age of England were ſo deſirous to determine our contro- 
verſies; 
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verſies; becauſe I have been aſſured, and partly Ineau, 
that the frequent appeals from hence have been very jrk- 
ſome to that illuſtrious body: and whoever bath frequent- 
ed the painted chamber and caurts of reque/is muſt have 
obſerved, thas they are never ſo a We as when an 
Iriſh appeal is under debate. 

The peers of Scotland, who are very numerous, were 
content to reſide in their caſtles and houſes in that heat 
and barren climate ; and although ſome of them made fre- 
quent journeys to London, yet I do not remember any of 
their greateſt families, till very lately, to have made Eng- 


land their conſtant habitation before the unios or if they 


did, I am ſure it was generally o their own advantage ; 
and whatever they got, was employed to cultivate and in- 


creaſe; their own eſtates; and by that means enrich them- | 


{elves and their country. 

As to. the great number of rich abſemtees vader the de- 
gree of peers ; what particular ill effeQs their abſence 
may have upon this kingdom, beſides thoſe already men- 
tioned, may perhaps be too tender a point for me to 
touch. But whether thoſe who live in another kingdom 
upon great eſtates here, and have loſt all regard to their 
own country, further than upon account of the revenues 
they receive. from its I ſay, whether ſuch perſons may not 
be prevailed on to recommend others to vacant ſeats, who 
have no intereſt, here except a precarious employment, 
and conſequently can have no views, but to n. 
what they have got, or to be higher advanced: this, l 
am 2 why wart melancholy - it be a es 
at. 4 44 {405 1 * 

But, belides arts ana proßt which England receives 
by the tranſmittal thither of two thirds of the revenues of 
this whole kingdom, it hath.another mighty, advantage by 
making our country a receptacle, wherein to disburden 
themſelves of their ſupernumeraty pretenders to offices; 
perſons of ſecond · rate merit. in their own. country, who, 
like birdii of paſſage, molt. of them thrive and fatten here, 
and fly off when Nie credit and employment are at an 
end. 80 that Ireland may juſtly ſay what Luther ſaid of 
himſelf; POOR Ireland maketh many rich. 

If amidſt all our difficulties I. ſnould venture to aſſert, 
Vor. III. M that 
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that we have one great advantage, provided we could im- 


prove it as we ought, I believe moſt of my readers would 
be long in conjecturing, what peffble - advantage could 
ever fall to our ſhare, However, it is certain, that all 
the regular ſeeds of party and faction among us are en- 
tirely rooted out, and if any new ones ſhall ſpring up, 
they muſt be of 'equ7v96a/ generation, without any ſeed 
at all; and will juſtly be imputed to a degree of {tupidity 
beyond even what we have been ever charged with upon 
the ſcore of our birth-place and climate. 
The parties in this kingdom (including thoſe of mo- 
dern date) are, firſt, of thoſe who have been charged or 
ſuſpected to /avour the pretender ; and thoſe who were 
zealous oppoſers of him. Secondly, of thoſe who were 


for and againſt a toleration of Diſſenters by laub. Third- 


ly, of high and low church; or (to ſpeak in the cant of 


the times) of Mig and Tory. And fourthly, of court 


and country. If there be any more, they are beyond my 
obſervation or politics: for as to ſubaltern or occaſronal 
parties, they have all been derivations from the ſame ori- 
r gig eee eee ee ec 
Now, it is manifeſt, that all theſe incitements to ſaction, 


Party, and Hiviſſon are wholly removed from among us. 


For as to the pretender, his cauſe is both deſperate and ob- 
lete : there are very few now alive, who were men in his 
father's time, and in that prince's intereſt ; and in all others 
the obligation of conſcience hath no place “: even the 


Papiſtt in general of any ſubſtance or eſtates, and their 


teſts almoſt univerſally, are what we call Whigs in the 
ſenſe which by that word is generally underſtood. They 
feel the ſmart, and ſee the ſcars of their former wound; 
and very well know, that they muſt be made a /acrifice to 
the leaſt attempts towards a change: although it cannot be 
doubted, that they would be glad to have their /uper/#i- 
tion reſtored under any prince whatſoever, | 
- Secondly, the Di/enters are now tolerated zy lau: 


. 
* 


neither do we obſerve any murmur at preſent from that 


quarter, except thoſe reaſonable complaints they make of 
| The 0 ü ti 2 | . 2 * 2 ance. 
| Hawkeſ, obligation ang. from their. haying ſworn alleg! 
25 ; * © perſecution 
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perſecution, becauſe they are excluded from civil employ- 
ments; but their number being very ſmall in either houſe 
of parliament, they are not vet in a ſituation to erect a 
party : becauſe however indifferent men may be with re- 
gard to religion, they are tio. grown wiſe enough to know, 
that if ſuch a /atitude were allowed to Difenters, the few 
ſmall employments left us in cities and corporations would 
find! 91 her hands, to lay hold on them, nl Ac 
_ Thirdly, the diſpute between big, and law church. is 
nov at an end; two thirds of the b;/hops having been pro- 
moted in hi reign, and moſt of them from England, who 
have beſtowed a// preferments in their gift to thoſe they 
could well. canfide in: the deeneries all, except three, and 
many principal church-livipgs,. are in the donatien of the 
crown: ſo that we already poſſeſs ſuch a body of clergy, 
as will never: engage in (onttoverſy upon chat antiguated 
and. N ſubject. bag id & 2: | 
Laſtly, as to court and country parties, fo famous and 
avowed under moſt reigns in Engliſh parliaments ; this 
kingdom hath not for ſeveral years paſt been a proper 
ſcene whereon to exerciſe ſuch contentions ; and is now 
leſs proper than ever; many great employments for life 
being in diftant hands, and the revetſon, diligently 
watched and ſecured; the temporary ones of any invi- 
ting value are all beſtowed e//ewhere as faſt as they drop, 
and the few remaining are of too low conſideration to 
create conteſts about them, except among younger bro- 
thers, or tradeſmen like myſelf. And therefore, to in- 
ſtitute a court and country party without materials, would 
be a very new ſyſtem in politics, and what I believe was 
never thought on before; nor unleſs in à nation of idiots 
can ever ſucceed, for the molt ignorant Iriſh cottager will 
not ſell his cow for a groat. 
Therefore I conclude, that all party and faction with 
regard to public proceedings are now extinguiſhed in this 
kingdom *; neither doth it appear in view how they can 
poſſibly revive : unleſs ſome new cauſes be adminiſtered ; 
which: cannot be done without crofſing the intereſts of 
Since this diſcourſe was written, it hath appeared by expe- 
rience, that the author was much miſtaken in his con ectures. 
M 2 thoſe 
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thoſe who are the greateſ!' gainers by” continuing the 


ſame meaſures, And general calamities without hope of 


redref5 are allowed to be the great wniters of mankind. -. 

However we may diſlike the cauſes, yet this ect of 
begetting an univerſal concord among us in all zat;onal de- 
bates, as well as in cities, corporations, and country-neigh- 


bourhoods may keep us at leaſt alive, and in a condition to 


eat the little bread allowed us in peace and amity. l have 
heard of a quarret in a tavern, where all were at daggers- 
drawing, till one of the company eried out, deſiring to 
know the ſubject of the quarrel ; which when none of them 


could tell, they put up their fwords, ſat down, and paſſ- 


ed the reſt of the evening in guiet. The former part hath 


been our cafe, I hope the latter will be ſo too; that we 
Mall &t down amicably together, at leaſt until we have 
ſomething that may give us a title to fall out, ſince nature 


hath inſtructed even a brood of geſſings to flick together, 
while the 4/fe is hovering over their heads. 

It is certain, that a fitm union in any country, where 
every man wiſhes the ſame thing with relation to the pu- 
blic, may in ſeveral points of the greateſt importance in 


ſome meafure ſupply the defect of power, and even off the/e 


rights which are the natural and undoubted inheritance 
ef mankind, ' If the univerſal wih of the nation upon 
any point were declared by the unanimous: vote of the 
houſe of Commons and a reaſonable number of Lords, I 
ſhould think myſelf obliged in conſcience to act in my 
ſphere according to that vote; becauſe in all free nations 
I take the proper definition of /aw to be, The wil of the 
majority. of thoſe -who' have the property in land; which, 
if there be 2-monarchy, is to be confirmed by the royal 
aſſent. And although ſuch votes. or declarations have not 
received ſuch a confirmation for certain accidental rea- 
ſen ; yet I thnok they ought to be of much weight with 
the /ubjed, provided they. neither oppoſe the King's pro- 
rogative, endanger the peace of the nation, nor infringe 
any law already in force; none of which however can 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed; Thus, for inſtance, of nine in ten 
of the houſe of Commons, and a reaſonable number of 
natise temporal Peers, ſhould declare, that whoever re - 
ceived or uttered braſs coin, except under certain limitar 
| | UONS 


HET TER YE + 
tions and ſecurities, ſhould be deemed as enemies to the 
King and the nation; I ſhould think it a hainous fin in 
myſelf to act contrary to ſuch a vote: and if the ſame 
power ſhould declare the ſame cenſurs againſt thoſe who 
wore Indian ſtuffs and callicoes, or wwoellen manufacturer 
imported from abroad, whereby this nation is reduced to 
the loweſt ebb of mifery, 1 ſhould readily, hearzily, and 
chearfully pay obedience'; and ro my utmoſt power per- 
ſuade others to do the like: becauſe there is no lau of 
this land obliging us either to receive fuch coin, or to wear 
fuch foreign manufattures, ay 

Upon this laſt article I could humbly wiſh, that the 
Reverend the clergy would ſet us an example by content - 
ing themſelves with wearing gowns and other habiliments 
of Iriſh drapery; which, as it would be fome incitement 
to the /aity, and ſer many hands to work, fo they would 
find their advantage in the cheapne/7, which is a circum- 
ſtance not to be neglected by too many among that vene- 
rable body. + And in order to this 1 could heartily de- 
fire, that the moſt ingenious artiſts of the weaving trade 
would contrive ſome decent ſtuffs: and filks for clerggymen 
at reaſonable rates. Seb we | | 
I have preſſed ſeveral of our moſt ſubſtantial brethren, 
that the whole corporations of weavers in ſilk and wool- 


len would publiſh ſome propoſaly, (1 with they would do it | 


to both houſes of parliament), inviting perſons of all de- 
grees, and of both ſexes, to wear the woollen and ſilk ma- 
nufactures of our own country; entering into ſolemn, 
mutual engagements, that the buyer ſhall have good, 
ſubſtantial, merchantable' ware for his money, and at a 
certain rate, without the trouble of cheapening. So that 
if I ſent a child for a piece of ſtuff of a particular colour 
and fineneſs, I ſhould be ſure not to be deceived ; or if 
had reaſon to complain, the corporation ſhould give me 


This hath fince been put in practice by the perſuaſions and 
influence of the ſuppoſed author; but much defeated.by the moſt 
infamous fraud of ſhopkeepers. Hawkeſ, HF? 

+ This ſcheme was likewiſe often urged to the weavers by the 
ſuppoſed author; but he could never prevail on them to put it it 
practice. Hawkeſ, ae e HIER ee hs ARA 
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immediate ſatisfaction; and the name of the tradeſinao, 
who did me the wrong, ſhould be publiſhed ; and warn- 
ing given not deal. with him for the future; unleſs the 
matter plainly appeared to be a miſtake: for, beſide the 
trouble of going from fhop to ſhop, an ignorant cuſtomer 


Tuns. the hazard of being cheated in the price and good- 


neſs of what he buys, being forced to an unequal combat 
with a dexterous and diſhoneſt man in his own calling, 
Thus our goods fall under a general diſreputation ; and 
the gentry call for Engliſh cloth, or ſilk, from an opinion 
they have, (and often too juſtly by our own faults), that 
the goodneſs more than makes up — the difference of price. 
Beſides, it hath been the ſottiſh and ruinous practice 
of us tradeſmen, upon any great demand of goods either 
at home or from abroad, to raife the prices immediately, 
and manufacture the ſaid goods more tightly and fraudu- 
lently than before. 

; of theſe foul and fooliſh 8 too many inſtances 
might be produced; and L cannot forbear mentioning one 
whereby this poor kingdom bath received ſuch a. fatal 
blow in the 4 5h article of trade allowed us of any im- 
portance, that nothing but the ſucceſs of Wood's project 
could. ouido it. During the late plague in France, the 


| Spaniards, who buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, 


not daring to venture thither for fear of infection, a very 
great demand was made here for that commodity, and 


| exported to Spain: but, whether by the ignorance of the 


merchants, or N of the zorthern. weavers, or the 
eolluſſon I both, the ware was ſo bad, and the price ſo 
except ſome ſmall quantity which was fold 
+ below the prime colt, the greateſt part was returned: and 
1 have been told by very intelligent perſons, that if we 
had been fair dealers, the whole current of the linen trade 
to Spain would have taken its courſe from hence. 

If any puniſhment were to be inflicted on numbers of 
men, ſurely there could none be thought too great for 
ſuch a race of fraitorr, and enemiet to God and their 
country; who, for the profpett of a little preſent gain, do 
not only rein ende (for tHat alone would be an ex- 
ample to the reſt, and a bleſſing to the nation), but ſell their 
N to hell, and their r to deſtruction. And. if. tha 
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plague could have been confined only to thoſe who were 
partakers in the guilt, had it travelled hither from Mar- 
ſeilles, thoſe wretches would have died with leſs title to 
pity, than a highwayman going to the gallows, 

But it happens very unluckily, that for /ome time paſt all 
endeavours or propoſals from private perſons to advance 
the public ſervice, however honeſtly and innocently defign- 
ed, have been called FLYING ix rug King's FACE; 
and this, to my knowledge, hath been the ſtyle of fame per- 
fons whoſe ance/tors (1 mean thoſe among them who had 

ny) and themſelves have been Thing - in- princes faces 
thels fourſcore years; and from their own inclinations 
would do ſo ſtill, if their intereſt did not lead them rather 
ta fly in the face of a kingdom, which hath * n 
vin, to enable them for ſuch- a fight. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a difourſe ® was . 
bliſhed, endeavouring to perſuade our people to wear their 
own woollen manufactures, full of the molt dutiful expreſ- 
fins to the King, and without the leaſt party-hint, it was 
termed flying in the King's face ;' the printer was proſe- ; 
cuted in the manner we all remember, and I hope it will 


ſemewhere be remembered further, the jury kept eleven 


hours, and ſent back nine times, till they were under the 
neceſſity of leaving the priſoner to the mercy of the court, 
by a ſpecial verdict: the + judge on the bench invoking 
Cod for his witneſs, when he aſſerted, that the author's 
defign was to bring in the pretender, 

And thus, alſo, my own poor endeavours to prevent the 
ruin of my country by the admiſhon of Wood's coin were 
called by the ſame perſons, - flying. in the King's face > 
which 1 directly deny: for 1 cannot allow that vile re © 
preſentation of the royal countenance in William Wood's 
adulterate copper to be his Sacred Majeſty's face; or if it 


| were, my flying was not againſt the impreſſion, but the 


baſeneſs of the abort becauſe I well remembered, that 
the image which Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be ſet up 


for all men to fall down and wor/hip it, was not of 


corrang but pure o. N am e r. we 


be enden the uber ui f ih nge. 
- + Iudge White. 1 
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have ſo few royal images of that metal among us; the 
fight whereof, although it could hardly increaſe our vene- 
ration for his Majeſty, which is already fo great, yet would 
very much entiven it with the mixture of comfort and 
ſatisſaction. 

Alexander the Great would ſuffer no o ſtatuary, except 
Phidias, to carve his image in ſtone or metal. How muſt 
he have treated ſuch an operator as Wood, who goes a- 
bout with /acifulls of drof7, odiouſly miſrepreſenting his 
prince's countenance ; and would force them by thouſands 
upon every one of us at above ff times the value? 

But, notwithſtandin — all that hath been objected by 
William Wood himſelf, together with his /avourers, a- 
bettors; ſupporters, either public or private; by thoſe who 
connive at this project, or "diſcourage and diſcountenance 
his oppoſers for fear of leſſening their faveur, or hazard- 
ing their employments ; by thoſe who endeavour to damp 
the ſpirit of the people raiſed againſt this coin, or check 
the honeſt zeal of fach as by their wr//ings or diſcourſes 
do all they can to keep it up; by thofe /o/teners, favert- 
eners, compounders, and expedient-mongers, who ſhake 
their heads ſo ſtrongly that we can hear their pockets gin- 
gle ; I did never imagine, that n actices of 
ſuch enemies to the kingdom I was flying in the King's face ; 
or thought they were better repreſenters of bs Majeſty, 
than that very coin you which they are ſecret or open ad- 
vocates. 

If I were allowed to recite only thoſe wifes of the na- 
tion, which may be in our power to attain ; 1 think they 
might be ſummed up in theſe few following. £ 
- "Firſt, that an end might be put to our a venſions of 
Wood's halfpence, and to any danger of the like deſtruc- 
tive ſcheme for the future. 

Secondly, that halfpence might be coined in this King · 
dom by a public mint with due limitations. 

Thirdly, that the fenfe of both houſes of parliament, 
at leaſt of the houſe of Commons, were declared by fome 
unanimous and hearty voter againſt wearing any ſilk or 
woollen manufactures imported from abroad; as likewiſe 
againſt wearing Indian ſilks or callicoes, which are for- 
beddgn under the higheſt penalties in ä and mw 

es 
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hoves us to take example from ſa wiſe a nation: becauſe 
we are under a greater neceſſity to do ſo, ſince we are not 
allowed to export any woollen manufactures -of our own 3 
which is the principal branch of foreign trade in Eng- 
land. FS CHI STATE. IS FIX 64441 yi io 
Fourthly, that ſome effectual methods may be taken to 
civilize the poorer ſort. of our natives in all thoſe parts of 
this kingdom, where the. Iriſh abound, by introducing a- 
mong them our language and cuſtoms; for want of which 
they live in the utmoſt ignorance, barbarity, and poverty, 
giving themſelves wholly up to idleneſs, naſtineſs, and 
thievery, to the very great and juſt reproach of too 
many landlords. And if I had in me the leaſt ſpirit of a 
projedtor, I would engage; thai this might be effected in a 


* 


few years at a very inconſiderable charge. 

Fifthly, that due encouragement ſhould- be giveh/to ar 
griculture ; and a ſtop put to that pernicious practice of gra - 
ziers ingroſſing vaſt quantities of land, ſometimes at great 
diſtance; whereby the country is extremely depopulated. 
Sixthly, that the defects in thoſe acts for planting fo- 
reſt· trees might be fully ſupplied, ſince they have hitherto 
been wholly ineffectual; except about the demeſnes of a 
few gentlemen; and even there in general very upſkilful- 
ly made, and thriving accordingly, Neither hath there yet 
been due care taken to preſerve what is planted, or to incloſe 
grounds; not one hedge in a hundred coming to maturity for 


want of fkill and induſtry, The negle& of coping woods 


cut down hath likewiſe been of very evil conſequences. 
And if men were reſtrained from that unlimited liberty of 


cutting down their, own words before the proper time, as 
they are in ſome other countries, it would be a mighty 


benefit to the kingdom. For, I believe, there is not an- 


other example in Europe of ſuch a prodigious quantity of 


excellent timber cut down in ſo ſhort a time, with ſo little 


advantage to the country either in ſhipping or building. 


I may add that abſurd practice of cutting fur without 
any regularity; whereby great quantities of reſtorable land 


are made utterly deſperate, many thouſands of catile de- 


ſtroyeda the fut / more difficult to come at and carry home, 


and leſs fit for burning; the air made unwholeſome by 
ſtagnating pools and marſhes; and the very ſight of fuch 


places 
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offenſive to thoſe who ride by. Neither ſhould that 
odious cuſtom be allowed of cutting ſcraaus (as they call 
them), which is flaying of the green ſurface of the ground 
to cover their cabins, or make up their ditches ; ſometimes 
in ſhallow ſoils, where all is gravel within a few inches; 
and ſometimes in low ground, with a thin green ſward, 
and: ſloughy underneath; which laſt turns all into bog by 
this miſmanagement. And I have heard from very {kilful 
countrymen, that by theſe two practices in fur and ſcraus 
the kingdom loſeth ſome hundreds of acres of profitable 
land every year ; beſides the irreparable loſs of many ſkirts 
of bogs, which have a green coat of graſs, and yet are 
mangled for turf"; and beſides the want of canals by regu- 
lar cutting, which would not only be a great convenience 
for bringing their tur home at an eaſy rate, but likewiſe 
run even the larger bogs more dry and ſafe for fummer- 
; are, | 

"” Theſe, and ſome other ſpeculations of the like kind, I 
had intended to publiſh in a particular —_ go this 
ſeſhon of parliament; becauſe, in ſome periods of my life, 
I had opportunity and euriofity to obſerve, from what 
cauſes thoſe- great errors in every branch of country-ma- 
nagement have ariſen ; of which I have now ventured to 
relate but few out of very many; whereof ſome perhaps 
would not be mentioned without giving offence, which 1 
have endeavoured by all poſſible means to avoid. And for 
the ſame reaſon I choſe to add here the little I thought 
proper to ſay on this ſubject. 4 Wo. 
But, as to the lands of thoſe who are perpetual abſen- 
fees, I do not fee any probability of their being ever im- 
proved. In former times their tenants fat at eaſy rents; 
but for fome years paſt they have been, generally fpeak- 
ing, more terribly racked by the dexterity of nercileſi a. 
e. from England, than even thoſe who held under the 
evereſt landlords here. I was aſſured upon the place by great 
numbers of credible people, that a prodigious eſtate in the 
county of Cork being let upon leaſes for lives, and great fines 
paid, the rent was fo high that the tenants begged leave to 
ſurrender their /eaſes, and were content to loſe their finer. 
The cultivating and improvement of land is certainly a 
fubje& worthy af the higheſt inquiry in any country, but 
| eſpecially 
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eſpecially in ours; where we ate ſo ſtrangely limited in e- 
very branch of trade that can be of adyantage to us, and 
utterly deprived of thoſe which are of the greateſt import · 
ance ; whereof I defy the moſt learned man in Europe to 
produce me an example from any other kingdom in the 
world: for we are denied the heneſit which God and na · 
ture intended to us; as manifeſtly appears by our happy 
ſituation for commerce, and the greut number aur ex- 
cellent ports, So that I think; little is left us beſides the 
cultivating our own ſoil, encouraging Agriculture, and 
making great plantations of trees, that we might not be 
under the neceſſity of ſending for corn and bark from Eng- 
land, and #1mber from other countries. This would in- 
creaſe the number of our inhabitants, and help to conſume 
our natural products as well as manufactures at home. 
And I ſhall never forget what I once ventured to ſay to a 
great man in England, that few politicrans, with all their 
ſchemes, are half ſo uſeful members of a commonwealth, 
as an honeſt farmer ; who, by ſkilfully draining, fencing, 
manuring, and planting, hath increaſed the intrinſic value of 
a piece of land; and thereby done a perpetual /eruice to 
his country ; which it is a great controverſy whether any of 
the Former ever did, ſince the creation of the world; but 
no controverſy at all, that ninety - nine in a hundred have 
done abundance of miſchief. 
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Although, in the foregoing letters, Dr Swift talks of liberty in 
a ſtrain highly becoming a warm and zealous defender of the rights 
of his country, which he maintains with great force of law, rea- 
ſon, juſtice, and eloquence ; he never oncedeviates, in the whole 
courſe of his arguments, from the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics 
of the moſt loyal ſubject ; whatever might to the contrary have 
been ſuppoſed by a few degenerate ſlaves and ſycophants in thoſe 
days ; even by that ſort of people, who, as the wiſe Lord Bacon 
expreſſes it, would ſet a houſe on fire for the convenience of roaſt- 
ing their own eggs at the flame. | 

However indeed fuch was the iniquity of the times, that a re- 
ward of 3901. was offered for the author of the 4th letter, chief- 
ly becauſe he had maintained therein the liberty of his country, 
and declared in very high terms worthy of a brave and reſolute 


mind, that he would continue firm and faithful to his — 
| 0 
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Lord the king, whatever turn, in the viciſſitudes of this world, 


his Majeſty's affairs might poſſibly take in other parts of his domi. 
nions. . I ſhall only remark upon this doctrine, the contrary 
of which would, 1 think, have been high treaſon, and againſt his 
oath of allegiance, that how much ſoe ver it was condemned in the 
1724 by ſlaves and flatterers; it was in 1745 fo univerſally eſta. 
bliſhed in the minds of men, that if there had been occaſion for 
the people of Ireland to have drawn the ſword in defence of their 
fovereign, (a hich, beſide their loyalty and affection to his Majeſty, 
they have many reaibas to thank God for that there was not), K. 
George II. would undoubtedly have been ſupported in his right 
to the imperial kingdom of Ireland, let his Majeſty's affairs in o- 
ther parts of his dominions have taken what turn they might, by 
300 as brave militia as any to be found throughout all Europe; 

even by the grandchildren of thoſe men fo renowned for their va- 
forous atchievements in the days of K. William III. .- As the 
author of the 4th letter could not be.diſcovered, Harding the prin- 
ter was indicted in the uſual forms, and brought to the King's 
bench, to be tried before that William Whitſhed above mention 


ed. | But the noble jury, friends to their country and to the pu- 


blic intereſt, would not find the bill. Whereupon the Chief ju- 
ſtice in a rage diſſolved the jury: on account of which he deſer- 
ved to haye been impeached by the houſe of commons; + becauſe 
the difÞolving of AAT jury, Kc. See above, p. 85. 1. b. Swift, 


T8 


TIE 


he proceeds, and ſays, 


The DRAPIER DEMOLISHED, and ſet out 
in his own. proper colours; being a full 
CoONFUTAT1ON of all his ARGUMENTS 
againſt Mr Wood's HALFPENCE. ; 


By WILLIAM Wood, Eſq; 
Written in the year 1 724. 


re good people of Ireland, 


Make not the leaſt doubt, when ye have impartially 
weighed and conſidered what I ſhall offer upon the 
preſent occaſion in my own defence, and againſt your 
Drapier; when ye ſhall make an exact a/ay of the argu- 
ments on both ſides between him and me; and, laſtly, 
when ye ſhall obſerve, as I ſhall point it out, the abuſive 
and reproachful language with which he has treated me; 
I ſay, as I ſaid before, I make not the leaſt doubt, but ye 
will all to a man reject him, and embrace me with open 
arms. | 

In his firſt letter to the tradeſmen, ſhopheepers, farms 
ert, and common people in general of the kingdom of Ire« © 
land, [above, p. 17. J, he begins with the wheedling pre- 
amble of Brethren, . friends, countrymen, and fellows 
ſubjets. A loving beginning indeed! But I wonder which 
of us two loves you'belt ; he that is getting you no money 
at all, or I who am this preſent providing more money for 
you than you ſhall know what to do with. O ſad! O ſad! 
I am really concerned for the poor Drapier. Soon after 


© 


lt is à great fault among you, that when a per'on 
© writes with no other intention than to do you good, 
7 you will not be at the pains to read his advices.“ 
p. 19. T3595 +BY) "x | BY 
ard enough indeed ! This he did to draw you in like 
ſo mavy gudgeons, to ſwallow his falſe arguments; and you 
vor. Ill. N ſee 
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ſee he has accompliſhed his end at laſt; for had ye not 
read his letters, ye might have had the bench of my half- 
pence theſe five or {ix months 11 

Now, you muſt know, that the halfpence and 3 
* things in England paſs for very little more than they 
« are worth; and if you ſhould beat them to pieces, and 
4 ſell them to the braſier, you would not loſe much 
« above a penny in a ſhilling. But Mr Wood made his 
« halfpence of ſuch baſe metal, and ſo much ſmaller than 
« the Engliſh ones, that the braſier would hardly gire 
*« you above a penny of good money for a ſhilling of 


his.“ [p. 20. 
Ay, would he give three pence, But one may ſee his 


malice here with half an eye. He does not tell of the 
vaſt expenſe and trouble I am at in coining; the number of 
clerks I keep in pay; how much 1 was out of pocket 


i 
getting my patent; the great expenſe I ſhall be at in 
fhipping them to Ireland; which - walls in the nature of 
things, be a vaſt drawback to the profit which I ought to 


have for my trouble; and therefore it cannot be duppoſed 
Tean either put as much or as good copper in the halfpence 


for Ireland, as thoſe for England. But, good Lord! is 
not a halſpendy a halfpenny uhen once it is called fo; and 
if it paſſes for a halfpenny, can you expect any more? 
Good people, never mind one word he ſays, though he 
ſells you a dozen hats at five ſhillings apiece, which is 
three pound, is but five ſhillings in my. money; this 
is perfect rran/utfantintion to juggle : you. out of your 


 fenſes three pound is but five een Well, LI thus 
be his computation, I have done. Mt Ao 


„ This ſame Mr Wood was able:to attend 5 


- © for his own intereſt; [and why ſhould not 12); * he 
js an Engliſhman, and had great friends, [God be 
thanked for that I; © and it ſeems knew very well where 


* to give money to thoſe that would ſpeak to others, that 
« could ſpeak to the. King; and would tell a Fair ftory.“ 
grant that, andiwhat would he infer ?J Thenbe pro- 


' ceeds': "56. If His! Majeſt the. King Jaw that it would utter- 


ly ruin the kingdom of Ireland, be would ſheyy his diſ- 
« pleaſme to ſomebody or other But a word to the wiſe 


wg W [We know. his meaning by his e 
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be had as well ſpoken what he thought, like an honeſt 
man, He proceeds]: Moſt of you muſt have heard 
« with what anger our honourable houſe of Commons re- 
i ceived an account of this Wood's patent, Thete were, 
« ſevetal fine ſpeeches made upon it, and plain proofs, 
« that it was all a wicked cheat, ftom the bottom to 
« the top; and ſeveral ſmart votes were printed, which 
« that ſame Wood had the aſſurance to anſwer. like- 
« wiſe in print, and in ſo conſident a way, as if he were 
e a better man than our whole 23 put ed 
Cp. 20. 21. ] 
The parliament was 8 ſpeeches found me 
to be a wicked cheat and l anſwered as if I had been a 
beiter man than the whole parliament —— Well, 1 find 
this Dräpier will ſay any thing; but I am very glad all the 
kingdom of Ireland knows to the contrary, Let the Dra- 
pier anſwer me only theſe three queſtions: Where did this 
parliament ſit? And where are the ſpeeches ? And where 
is my anſwer ? | 
« The common ſoldier, when hie goes to the market or 
« alehonſe, will offer this money,” {meaning my half- 
pence] | & and if it be refuſed, perhaps he will ſwagger, . 
% and hector, and threaten to beat the butcher or alewife,” 
Fthreaten indeed! he will do it in earneſt}, © or take the 
% goods hy force, and throw them the bad halfpence.” 
[ Why ſhould he not? Is it any robbery if he pays them!] 
In this and the like caſes, the ſhopkeeper, or victualler, 
or any other tradeſman, has no more to do, than to de- 
„ mantt ten times the price of his goods, if it is to be 
*© paid in Wood's money 3 for example, twenty pence for 
* a quart of ale.” [p. 21. The devil is in his con- 
ſcience, rwenty pence for a quart of ale! I believe ſuch 
another: propoſal was never ſince Adam, To conſider all 
other things in proportion, what miſchief would this oc- 
caſion? That is; fifteen. ſhillings a-bottle for claret, at 
tiphreers pence a- bottle; for a flaſk of Burgundy five 4 
forty ſhallings; fifty ſhillings a-day for a coach; ten ſhillings 
a · dinner for a twelve - penny ordinary; thirty ſhillings a- 
day for a chair; ten pence a freſh egg; five pence a half- 
penny roll; two pence halfpenny for a pint of ſmall beer. 
In ons by his advice, victuallert, vintrers, and trade/- 
N 2 folk 


public. 


4 
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fell would ſoon get all the money of the kingdom into 


their own hands, ſhould they all follow the pot-of-ale 
example. And now to conſider the poor, they would 


de undone by the Drapier's advice; the butcher would 


have eighteen pence for a ſheep's head; the baker ten 
ſuillings for a twelve-penny ; and thus would it be 
in proportion as to all their other exigencies. No, no, 
rather take my advice; two pence a-quart, and my 
bleſſing. . | 

In p. 22, he denies that my halfpence are lawful mo- 
ney of England or Ireland, . 1 ſuppoſe then he would have 
them lawful money of Scotland or Wales; for they muſt 
be lawful ſomewhere. For. does he think, under the 
icarcity of money we find at preſent, that we can afford 
to let fourſcore and ten thouſand pound lie dead? I need 
no other argument to ſhew what a friend he is to the 


« They ſay, Squire Conolly hath ſixteen thouſand 
«« pounds a- year; now, if he ſends for his rent to town, 
« as it is likely he doth, he muſt have two hundred and 
« fiſty horſes to bring up his half year's rent.“ [p. 22.]. 

Suppoſe he muſt, where is the great hardſhip? If a man 
of ſixteen thouſand a-year cannot afford two hundred and 
fifty horſes to draw his money, he deſerves to want it. I'l 
engage his under-tenants will lay it down at his door, and 
it ſhall not coſt him a farthing for the carriage, - 

« Theſe halſpence, if they once paſs, will ſoon be coun- 
« terfeited, becauſe it may be cheaply done, the ſtuff is 
© ſo baſe. The Dutch likewife will probably do the ſame 


thing, and ſend them over to us to pay for our goods. 


Lp- 23.7] R ; 
The {tuff is good ſtuff, let him ſay what he will; and 


the halfpence are good halfpence, and I will ſtand by it: if 
1 made them of ſilver, it would be the ſame thing to this 
grumbler. As for their being counterfeit, ſure they coun» 
terfeit gold and filver, and can one help that? for there ever 


have been rogues of coiners in the world, and will be to 


the end of it. As for the Dutch, it is time enough to 
complain when they do coin. I am certain they have not 
coined one halfpenny as yet; and if they-ſhould, 1 ſhall 
take care to ſtock you ſo well, that you ſhall have _ 
| 1 on 
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2 ſo that they may carry them home again 
if they pleaſe. 

l would be very hard, if all Ireland ſhould be put 
0 into one ſcale, and this ſorry fellow Wood into the 
« other ; that Mr. Wood and his halfpence ſhould weigh 
« down this: whble kingdom, by which England gets 
% above à million of good money every year clear into 
« their pockets; and that is more than the Engliſh do by 
«6 all the world befides,” [p. 2 
 Patturlant'mcntes = Bur 1 — panda for talking to 
bim in a language which he does not underſtand, 

„A famous l- del, called The mirror of juſtice, 
10 diſcourſing of the charters, (or laws), ordained by our 
4-anciznt 'kinpr, declares the law to be as follows: It 
1% was ordained, that no ting of this realm ſhould change, . 
« impair, or amend, or make any money than of gold or 
« fifoer,;” without the aſſent of all the counties; that is, 
as my Lord Coke [ 1. Inſt. 576.] ſays, without the aſſent - 
« of parliament.” [p. 24.) 
| Then he concludes, according 40 cuſtom, vith his fine 
flattering ſpeeches. 

I will now, my dear friends, to ſave you the Eee" 

* ſet before you in ſhort what the law obliges you to do, 
and what- it does not oblige you to.“ [ This Drapier 
is an excellent lawyer, I wonder he is not made a Lord 
Chancellor J. 

Firſt, you are obliged to take all money in pay- 
% ments which is coined by the King, and is of the: 
Engliſh ſtandard or weight, provided it be of gold or 
« ſilver. 

* Secondly,” you are not obliged to take any money 
* which is not of gold or ſilver. 
0 Thirdly, much leſs are we obliged. to take thoſe vile ? 
* halfpence of that ſame Wood. e 
i: Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all: re- 

ee fuſe this filthy traſh.: It is no treaſon to rebel againſt 
* Mr Wood. His Majeſty, in his patent, obhges nobody 
“to take theſe halfpence.” ” [p:27:]- 

So then, at this rate they are coined for nobody, oy" 
ſomebody ; and ſomebody is to get nothing by nobody. 
have made a fine hand of my patent and coinage. Ye uy 

N 3. Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, the force of that argument which the Drapier 
offers ; but I find logic is not his talent. Thus have 1, 
with great patience, gone through this injurious piece of 
ſatire upon myſelf contained in this firſt letter. But know. 


ing that the beſt undertakers have always met with enemiey 


and detractors, I comfort myſelf that I have far defeated 
this malicious author; that you are all convinced, I am 
now for all your goods; and though a. perfect ſtranger to 
the country of Ireland, yet a little time will ſhew what 
induſtry and pains it has caſt me, to make you a flouriſhing 
and a happy people. It is my inclination to preſerye a 


good underſtanding between me and you, however wicked 


people may endeavour to interpoſe. Before I conclude, 1 
have one complaint more: I am told, that pitiful, mali. 
cious, infidious, undermining, ſcribbling Drapier ſet on 


a parcel of tattered, filthy, lriſh, buttermilk, potatoe 
ſeoundrels, to carry my effigies about in Wood, and after- 


wards hang it at Stephen's Green, [p. 155.]; for which 
I hope, when the parliament fits, to have ample ſatisfaction. 
I am glad that none of the gentry of Ireland were concern- 


ed in that abominable proceſſion, 


- Jam your beft friend, 


W. W, 


ma. n ]⁵ ͤ⁰?Lé AE ed. AS. es.  :» Mi... 
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A full and true account of the ſolemn 
ſion to the GALLows, at the execution of 
e Woop, Eiq; and HENS: 
man 


Wilton in the year 1724: | 


Ome time ago, upon a 2 15881 that © William | 

Wood, hardwareman, . was concealed in his brother- 

in-law's + houſe here in Dublin, a great number of people 

of different conditions, and of both ſexes, 'crouded about 

the door, determinately bent to take revenge upon him, 

as a coiner and a counterfeiter. Amongſt the reſt, a cer- 

tain curious perſon rags in a corner obſerved, that 

they all diſcovered their reſentments in the proper terms 

and expreſſions of their ſeveral trades and callings ; 

whereof he wrote down as many as he could remem- 

ber; and was pleaſed to communicate them to me, with 

leave to vobliſh them for the uſe of thoſe who at any 

time hereafter may be at a loſs for proper words wherein 

to expreſs their good Wan. towards the ſaid — 

Wood. 

The people cried out to have him delivered into thei 
hands. | 

Says the parliament · man Expel him the Bae. 

ad parliament - man. I ſecond that motion. 

Cook, III baſte him. 

2d Cook. I'll give him his bellyfull.. 

3d Cook, I'll give ** a dents in the bop. 


„In this * the author makes the ſeveral artificers attend. 


William Wood (repreſented 'by a log of timber) to the gallows, 
and each tradeiman expreſſes his reſentment” in the terms of his 


proper calling. Then follows the'proceffion, moſt humorouſly de- 


| ſcribed. The whale is a piece of ridicule A * the 
ſtrongeſt gravity to withſtand. Orrery, || 5 


oF One Molyneux n ironmonger. en 165 
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4th Cook. 111 ſever him. 
Drunken- man I'll beat him 1 can Ah 4 
- Bookſeller. Il turn over a-zew. leqſ with him. 


Saddler. TI 


Shag. 14 male the ls ide through une 


pummel him. 


Grocer. . I'll pepper him. 
Groom. I'll curry his hide. 


6 ecary. 


I'll pound him: 


ad *Pothecary; I'll beat him to πn 
Schoolmaſter. I'll make him an example. 


Rabbetcatcher. I'll /erret him. 


- + Paviour,, Fil: thump him. 
_ Comer, III give . Bs 13997 


WII. Down with him. 4] 


Tor. Up with him. bk ibtr ) 48545 
15 Miller. Ell daſh out his gl, 5 % 4909 
ad Miller, Dam him 14 ter 


- Boatman.. Sink him. al 

T 2 Throw him in the heave; . 4 
Dyer. 1 I'll beat him black-and S ') a 
 Bagniontany Fil make he bro 100 bt For han. 


Whore; Por rot him Dea 


\ 12d Whore. ler me alone vith bin. At if "we, 


ad Whore, Clap him up. 


Nuſtatd- maker. IU -have han by he be., 2: 


_ Curate, III make the devil rome out 4 bim. 


* 


Tail 


01 
OJ ev 


Dales gmaſter. PII reach * better manner. 


2d Ninaidgaialtet, \; r 


tory high. 


en! N 33 1 12 


Farmer. III thraſh — Boy \ 11 
Tailor. III fit od his Hirt. 
2d Tailor. Hell is too good for bim 


ge Tailor. III pink his doublet. . 


Lailor. I 


5 


-{:24 Fiddler. I bang him to fore, 
Barber. Fi have him by the brurd. 
2d Barber, I'll: pull his toi tert 


4 


I make his a 


l 


. 


1 


IU make his Gir ſtand on end. * 
| 4 


make e 
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th Barber, 1 III comb his locks.” | 
Tinker. I'll try what metal he's _ of. 
Cobler. N | 
Tobacconiſt. I'll make him 
2d Tobacconiſt, PI] make him fer op his piper. 
Goldſinder I'll make him intl. 
| Hackney-coachman. I'll make him know his driver, . 
2d Hackney-coachman, 1 Tum dia n. 
Butcher, I'll have a limb of him. 
2d Butcher, Let us blow him up. 
za Butcher, My &ni/e in him. 2 5 
Nurſe. I'll fwaddle him. 1 
Anabaptiſt. We'll dip the rogue in As 
Oſtler. Ill rub him down. N 1 
Shoemaker, Set bim in ibo looks. Neck Irsee 
Banker. I'll kick him to hal/crowns, os: ll 
| 2d Banker, I'll pay him off, _ | 30 
Bowler, I'll have a rubber with him. 
Gameſter, I'll make his bones rattle, 
Bodicemaker. III Jace his ſides. - 
Gardener. 1'll make him water bir plants, 6 bot an 
Alewife. I'll reckon with him. ©: hand 
Cuckold. I'll make bin pull in his her. r 
Old woman. I'll rumble him. cf 
Hangman. PI. throttle bim. | Xs, 


But at laſt the people, . tha 
William Wood was neither in the hobſe nor kingdom, ap- 
pointed certain commiſſioners to hang him in effigie; where- 
of the vhole ceremony eee tranſ· 


mitted to poſterity, 
PFirſt, the way was ** by adetachment of the black- 


guardi, with ſhort ticks in their bands, and cockades of 
paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, Eſq; repreſented to 
the life by an —— piece of carved timber, taken from the 
keel of a ſhip. Upon his face, which looked very diſmal, 
were fixed at proper diſtances ſeveral pieces of his own coin, 
to denote who he was, and to fignify his calling and. bis 
crime, He wore on his head a peruke, very artfully com- 
pack * a halter about his neck ſerved 15 


ö 


M IN IOCOCUN TOT 


for a crarat. His cloaths were i not ſo meat ànd ele. 
gant as is uſual with perſons in his condition, (which ſome 
cenſorious people imputed to affeftation), for he was co- 
vered with a large rugg of ſeveral colours in patchwork: 
he was borne upon the ee able · bodied porter. 
In his march by St Stephen's green, he often bowed on 
bott ſides to ſneu/ his — to the company; bis deport 
ment WIe grave; and his couritenance, ys ſomewhat 
penſive, was very compoſed.. .'. - 

Behind him followed his father alone, in a In mourn- 
ing cloak, with his hat over his noſe, and a handkerchief 
in his left hand to wipe the tears from his fate, 175 

Next in ordet marched the executioner himſolſ in per- 
ſon ; whoſe venerable aſpect drew the eyes of the whole 
aſſembly upon him; hut he was further diſtinguiſhed by a 
halter, which he bore upon. his left 7 bs. the badge 
of his office. e v1 

Then followed two perſons hand in band; 7 theiowe re · 
preſenting William Wodd's brother-in-law ;. the other a 
certain ſaddler, his intimate friend, whoſe name 1 forget, 
A had a ſmall Kettle in - err whetein was a fea- 

nable quantity of the new halfpence.. At proper pe- 
riods — ſhook * their kettles; which made a 
ſound, like the ringing of « knelt ann] partner und con- 
federate. | « 1s agg! 

After theſe followed 1 TR whoſe aſſiſtance 
was necelfiry for the more makes of the 
great werk in hand. Ee el 

The procefion was cdoled with: For mierte croud 
of people, who freqtiently ſebt ont loud huatas; which 
were cenſured by wiſer heads as a mark of inhumanity, 
and an ungenerous triumph over the anfbrtunate, without 
duly conſideting the various viciſſnudes of human life, 
However, as it becomes an impartial hiſtotian, 1 will not 
conceal one ob ſervatlon, that Mr Wood himſelf appeared 
Wholly'enmoved, without the leaſt alreration in his coun- 
tenance; 6hly when he came within fight of the fatal tree, 
which happened to be of the ſame ſpeeies of ' timber with 
his own perſon, he ſeemed ts be ſomew hut peuſire. 
At the place of execution he appeared undaunted, nor 


| was feet: to ſhed u tear, — — but ar 
mitte 
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was indeed thought to uſe him with too much rougbgeſo, 
neither kiſſing him, nor aſking him pardon. His dying 


SPEECH was printed, and deſerves to be written in let - 


ters of GOLD. Being aſked whether it were his own 
true, genuine SPEECH, he did not deny it, W437. 
Thoſe of the ſoſtet ſex, who attended the ceremony, 
lamented that ſo comely and well- imbered a man ſhould 
come to ſo untimely an end. He hung but a ſhort time 
for upon feeling his breaſt, they found ĩt cold and ſtifſl. 
u is ſtrange to think, how this melancholy peace 
turned the hearts of the. to compaſhon.. When he 


was cut down, the body was carried through the whole 


city to gather contributions for hit wake; and all * | 
they were al 


people ſſiewed their kberality actortiing as 
The ceremony was performed iu an alehouſe of diſtindtion, 
and in a manner ſuitable. to the quality of the deceaſed, 
While the attendants were difcouyſing about his funeral, a 


worthy member of the afſembly ſtood up and propoſed. 


that the body fliould' be carried out the nent day, and 


ecution; which would prevent the malice of his enemies, 
and al indignitieg that might be dene ta his remains. 
This was-/agreed to; and, about nine o clock, on che fal: 
lowing morning there appeared a ſecond proceſſiun. But, 
burning not having been any part of the ſentence, authort- 
ty thought dit to interpoſe, and the corpſe as teſcued by 
the civil power! 2 ate ite Godby” © q vill TEL i 


We bear the body is not yet interred; which occaſions = 


many ſpecalations. But, what is more wonderful, it is p 
knvely! affirmed by many bo pretend to have been aye - 
witneſſes, that there does not appear the leaſt alte ta- 
tion in WO lineament or feature; of his cbunteninoe 


had been made by worms long before his eecutione- The 
ſolution of which ditficalry; 4 thalliteaye-among naturaliſts; 
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burned with the ſame pomp and formalities uſed; at bis e 


— 
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nor viſible decay in his whole frame, further than what 


2 a % - - 
—_— —— 


Some conſiderations on the attempts to pals 
Mr Wood's BRASS MONEY in Ireland. 


* * * 


Tis b — to ſee e 

ſolutions and addreſſes of both houſes of parliament of 
Ireland, during their late ſeſton, the late addreſ of his 
Majeſty's juſtices and privy council of that kingdom, and 
the petition of the county of | tbe city of Dublin ; whereby 
the unanimous ſenſe of this nation, and the great appre- 
. henflons they were under, from importing and uttering 
copper halfpence and farthings in Ireland, by virtue of 
the patent granted to William Wood, have been repre- 
{nted in the ſtrongeſt terms: I ſay, it is a melancholy 
conſideration, to ſee the force of all theſe repreſentations 
he PRs 19's {angle -perien; ts e 
Wood. 12 

If juſtice iood enthe6de of this: Gogle e Foogkr 
to give good men pleafure to ſee that right ſhould take 
place ; but when, on the contrary, the-commonweal of a 
whole nation, the quieting the minds of a people diſtracted 
with apprehenſion of the urmoſt danger to their proper - 
ties, nay, the preſervation of the purity of their laws, is 
overborn by private intereſt, what good man but muſt la. 
mand an unhappy ſtate of affair? 

Aud ſince the matter was of this importance, and ſeems 
* to carry with it the teſtimony of heaven, in the uni- 
verſal cry of the people, how could any particular mem- 
ders of a community, which had thus with one voice de- 
precated- the evil, with any ſhew of reaſon take upon 
them the riſk of =w_ ANON fo: a trial, | in a ſubordi - 
nate court * 

It was to our tions Sovereign, that all theſe addreſſ- 
es and petitions were preſented: it was into his fatherly 
hands the whole nation committed the care of their cauſe 3 
and it would have been the higheſt piece of atrogance, for 

| | ur 
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any perſon to have preſumed to take upon themſelves a 
ſhare in that truſt, which was only repoſed in his Maje - 
ſty's hands. It is no wonder therefore, that every on 
avas guarded with caution, againſt giving any advice or 
opinion in this matter of flate ; for which reaſon they 
ought to apprehend great danger to thempfelves from” 
veddling in it. | e e l 
Though this proceeding may ſeem extraordinary; yet 
it being on a moſt extraordinary matter, on à matter of 
ſoch impartance, as ſeemed to involve the civil rights and 
properties of a whole nation in the iſſue of it; on a mat 
ter wherein the Lords and Commons were complainants, 
and the King immediately concerned, not only as general 
father of his people, but alſo as particular and only tru- 
ſtee, in whom his people repoſed entire confidence to re- 
dreſs the grievances complained of; was it not entirely 
reaſonable and ſit, that every particular perſon of this 
kingdom ſhould ref upon what was done by the Whole 
body of the people duly aſſembled in parliament, and not 
arrogantly aſſume to themſelves a power of putting the 
fate of this nation to an iſſue before twelve men? 7 
- Since then it plainly appears, that this matter is of ſuch 
a high nature, that no particular perſon ought to have in- 
termegdled in it; it is to be preſumed, that the nan-ap- ' 
pearance of perſons to ſupport the united Jenſe of both bou- 
ſer of parliament of ireland, can never be conſtrued as 4 
general diffidence, of being able to fupport the rharge 
brought againſithe patent and patente: though indeed it 
might proceed from a general and a very reaſonable appre-- 
henſion of a miſcarriage in this important affair; wherein 
both houſes of parliament had declared themſeives fo fully 
convinced, and ſatisfied upon evidence, and examination 
taken in the moſt ſolemn manner; that for my part, 1 
{and fo I hope every true lover of his country on his part) 


will look upon their reſolutions to have the fame” dignity 


(in this caſe) with a maxim in law, gula maxima eff e0- 
rum dignitas, et certiſima authoritas, atque gutd maxi- 
me omnibus probentur. * 1 
And therefore I don't preſume to enter the liſts, in or 
der to ſupport the reſolutions of both houſes of parka» 
ment; for 1 look upon it, that they are / ſure and un- 
Vor. HL 0 controllable, 
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cantrollable, that they ought not 19 be queſtioned :| but it 
| ſhall be the buſineſs of this paper, to point out ſome of 
the miſchiefs which will naturally reſult from this coin- 
age of Mr Wood's, in caſe it ſhould be forced upon us, 
Wee are told, that the power of iſſuing this money of 
Mr Wood's is limited, and avithout. any compulſion, and 
currency inforced, to be received by ſuch only as avould 
veluntarily:and wilfully accept the ſame, But then it is 
melancholy to behold, that this patent is explained to be 
obligatory on all bis Majeſty s officers and miniſters, to 
receive the ſame. _ 

y this means there is a foundation laid for the moſt un- 
heard · of confuſion that ever was introduced into the buſi- 
neſs of a nation; for here is eſtabliſhed a ſpecies of money, 
made of the baſeſt metal, which none in employments un- 
der his Majeſty muſt refuſe in payments to the crown or to 
themſelves, and yet all the reſt of his ſubjects are at liber- 
ty to refuſe the ſame in payments to be made to them, ei · 
ther by his Majeſty, or by any other perſon. | 

Thus the revenue of the crown will be highly prejudi- 
ced, by the want of intrinſic value in the coin with which 


it is paid; and the army and all others in employments un- 

der his Majeſty, are the perſons, who, in the firſt place, 

mult bear th : burthen of this miſchief, For if they are 
0 


the only perſons who are obliged to receive this coin as 
current money, it is to be preſumed that no other perſons 
will receive the ſame but with, conſiderable allowance for 
the difference between the braſs MONEY and that made of 
gold and filver. _ | 
. And even. with a conſiderable allowance, i it will 1 hard 
to conccive how this braſs money, will find any degree of 
currency in the world, without the aſſiſtance of a ſet of 
men, ,who may probably raiſe great eſtates in this unſettled 
courſe of affairs ; but ſuch a ſet of people ought never to 
be.encouraged by a wiſe government, for they will make 
their fortunes by the loſſes of good ſubjects, and by prey- 
ing.on the revenue of the prince; and yet thoſe huck/ters, 
or meney -jobbers, will be found neceſlary if this braſs mo- 
713 is made current in the exchequer, 
To ſhew in ſome meaſure the proportion of this miſchief 
to o Lis Mazelly' 8 texenue, and to thoſe i in immediate offi- 
ces 


* — 


to paſs Mt Wood's Cow. I; 


ees under him; it muſt be confidered, that the groſs reve- 
nue of this kingdom is about 5 00, ooo J. per annum; out 
of which muſt be deducted the charge of collection Aid 
«drawbacks; which, to be ſure, the ſeveral collectors: and 
thoſe who are to receive the drawbacks, will take care do 
receive in Sterling money; about 80, ooo l. pH]; 
and thefe will remain for the diſcharge of the civil. and 
military liſts, penſions, &ec. 420, o00 J. per unnum, which 
ſam, it is probable, iſſues out of the treaſuy by monthly 
payments of about 35,000 J. per month; for otherwiſe the 
current caſh in this nation could not-poſfibly' pay the reve- 
nue, and ſerve to carry on even the little buſineſs df *his 
country, for it hath never been compared tllat our current 
coin amounts to more than 500,000 J. ſo that if yo,vod7. 
of Mr. Weod's braſs money is thrown in upon us, (even 
admitting that no more of this ſpecies ſhould be brought 
in), it is manifeſt that that ſum wiſp be near one twWelfth uf 
the whole coin in the nation; and more than one month's 
pay of the civil and military liſts, and penſions, &c. of this 
kingdom. 2. e n $24 4 teac 7 1535 | 
If this ſam! ſhould ſtagnate in the treaſary; it is ert 
there will be no greater loſs (immediately broagiit) by 
this eoin to the revenue, than the money. that there Res 
dead amounts to: but if it is iſſued in monthly payments 
to the Army, and other his Majeſty's officers! und mini- 
ſters, as in all probability it muſt: then this ein, Beit 
compoſed of a baſe metal current only in the e nchequex, 
where it is receſced at an ĩ̃maginary value, df at Jealt 60 
per rent. more than the real value of the materia, it wil 
be ſaddenty paid back again to the collectors, urd bylthat 
means paſs through the trreaſury, at Jeaſt three times th 
every year ; for there we are told, it is to meet Wu v 
let of Molęſtatluiu us 00 ie 269, 18h 
And ſeeing the currency of this money is not inforded 
on any other of his Majeſty's ſubjects, it i c ti cont 
ceive, that the difference of value between this eon und 
the gold and ſilver which will be current in the nation 
will be ſettled by the money-fobberr, at about 20 per bent! 
diſcodar 1 1, bas £053 0 e $9301 
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By which means alone, there will be 16ſt in the intrmſic 


 ralue of the revenue the ſum of 24, ooo /. per ann with. 
„Lal! 2 out 


ceived ag 
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ont computing for the loſſes which muſt neceſſarily be 


brought to the revenue, by the general diffidence, which 
the introducing, this coin will create among the people; 
all which will be manifeſtly Jdeffrudive of the trade and 
eommerce of the kingdom, and of dangerous conſequence 
to the properties of the ſubject. 

And yet the evil has been here computed on a ſuppoſi. 
tion that only 40,000/. of this money will be uttered in 


\ the kingdom; but I take it to be impoſſible to limit the 


quantity that ſhall be brought io, eſpecially if the import- 
ers of it have ſo ſure A market for the 0 the ex- 


chequer. 


For though his Majeſty ſhould be able to prevent Mr 


Wood from coining any more than 40,0604. and ſhould 


never hereafter be prevailed upon to grant 4is ſpecial li. 
cence or authority to enlarge that ſum, yet it will be 
impoſñible to prevent the importation of this ſort of coin 
from other nations. And there. have been ſuch variety 


of, dyes made uſe of by Mr Weod'in ſtamping his money, 


that it makes the diſcovery of counterfeits more difficult; 
and the profit is ſo great, that it will be a ſufficient temp- 


tation to our induſtrious neighbours of Holland to ſend 


large quantities of this coin to fo ſure a maiket as the 
Wann, 

D whe- 
aber a man can be puniſhed, at the King's ſuit, for coun- 
terfeizing chis coin, becauſe it is not the current coin of 
the kingdom; for though theſe. halfpence are to be re- 
as money in the exchequer, yet in rade they are 
no better than counters, and therefore the patent may 
renner 
enougpaly:ro make thoſe counters, ,, 

But it is worth obſerving, that if this patent is ſo words 
ed, an that his Majeſty's officers, employed in the receipt 
of bis revenue, cannot refuſe | receiving this coin, it is 
directly contrary to two acts of parliament now in force in 
this kingdom, and which! are to be found in the books. of 

rates diſtributed among che oſſicers of the revenue. 

For by the act of tonnage and poundage, 1 4 and 15 
Car. I. cap. 9{\ the duties thereby granted to his Majefty 


e e . 


— 


1146085 Mr WOOD CUT e Ig, 


BB ha. Hand by the ac of exciſe, r he w impoſt, 1 Fd 

| 15 Car. II. cap. 8. it is expreſsly — and 'edatted?. 

hat the feveral Pater and dutier exif "and alf ner 

acer, Jorſeiturer, or other ſum, 2 fm" 775 27 

rated; impeſed, ſet; or forfeit ##h,” im and by 
are meant um intended 10 he current and 

| or monies of England, and thit'all and every 7200 Fed 

| be therefore demanded; r received, Paid, and deed: ecors. 

| uin er 

15 theſe acts it is ey that the collectors ar vt. 
beds receive the feveral- duties ari —— the Cülfön 
and exciſe, in no other money but is cutrent and 
uwful money of England; and Mr Wood's baer and 
farthings not being current or lawfal money if. Fo nd; 
or in this Kingdom, if this patent is obligatory'on them 12 
receive payments in this coin, it is contrary” to ag bf, pate 
Lament, and therefore void in itſelf, nn 

Andi if che ſererab collectors of his Na ety derbe fþ | 

this kingddm'ſlibuld reteive-the' ſaid duties, 1 | 
them,” in Mr Wood's rat money. it would wA Fading | 
to themſelves a power to difpenſe-with thoſe acts bf par 


ment contrary to the fenſe of both honſes of þarhatthy, 
and contrary” to their reſpective oaths ; ſo that it ſeems | 
highly reaſonable, - becauſe -conſonant* to law, chat 175* of- | 
ficers of” the revenne ſhould give orders to the Inſerfor N. 


'cers, not to recriue this coin. 
Perhaps it will be ſaid; thar the Kigg hath 0 er to. 
direct what coin he. pleaſes to be received by*th ers of 


bis revenue, and wat 'this patent is e or loch | 

a prerogative, © But eit is to be Boe that this doctrige 

wilt never Be büsivkäicsd, in Hs HH. df . d Fel ch. | 

the whole nation, as well-in | parliament” mbled, i 

their private eapacities; have dewed e diſlike. _— 
Moreover, as this caſe ſtands Geng f 1 * a; gel te | 

queſtion, whether his Majeſty Hath fuch a diſpen kf a : i 

for though it thbuld be allowed;” that 2 e mi br 

direct the. receipt of bis O revenue in what- Din de : 

Pleaſes; yet it is moſt" certainz: that hi  Majeſt does: 

not intend to inforoe · the curreney of W God ith 

mong any of his ſubjects, much leſs doth his Maje 

. to oblige thoſe who are intitled, by” aer vl p 

9 35 3 | 


A 


money of Mr Wood 


ed attempt, at leaſt in this reign, will be readily 


rul officers intr 
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to be paid in current nnen 


8. 
And it is plain, that, by the a of exc, ther wel 
yeral 7 My penalties, and for/#itures, which, by virtue * 
that act, are to be received in current 1 
and to half thoſe fixes, forſaiturer, and — __ ins 
formers: ate intitled by virtue of the {aid act : fo.that.if 
the officers ſhould be obliged to receive them in braſs mo · 
ney, the idformers muſt neceſſarily loſe the benefit of the 
ſaid act: and l may venture to 1ay, that act cannot be re- 
| but by anqrher 155 to be made by eg Lords, 
and oi nons; and not b Neem. 
All theſe tungs having been, among many. other, very 
weighty, matters, laid before both houſes. of parliament 


of ch it is not to be wondered, that they —— 
that the patent had been olrained in @ clandeſtine and un: 


prece ented manner, and hy notorious miſrepr ntations 
2 the ſtate af Ireland. For what can be. more ſine, 
a 


n to obtain a patent with powers, vot only highly; pro- 


| Jah to his Majeſty's revenue, deſtructive. of the trade 
and commerce of the kingdom, and ef dangerous. conſo- 


uence to the [46-5 than of the ſulhiect, but allo contrary to 
everal acts of parliament ? and.that-iz was an — 

Wed; 
therefore all the repreſentations made of the ſtate of Ire- 


land, in order to obtain this patent, may with great truth 


be called notorious miſrepreſentations. 25 

But it has been ſaid, that his Majeſty, cannot,proceet 
againſt the Fuat. but according to the known rules and 
maxims of law juſtice : and God forbid that any one 


ot, NPR, 05 a om ſhould adviſe his. Majeſty to ſubvert or 


diſpenſe wi: any, of our laws. No part of the addreſſes 
from the houſes of parliament . Ireland bas the leaſt 
tendency. this way. . - 12 
For though the houſe of © in their, ſecond ad- 
dreſs to his aje''y,: moſt. humbly bejerch his Majefty that 
he will he gragiouſly pleaſed to give diradtions, tothe feve- 
— with the receipt. of his Majeſty's re- 
venue, that, they, do nat, an any pretence whatſoever. ul: 


lier ſuch, ballpence and farthings : yet, if his Majelty 


had been, graciouſly ald ie ur. given orders, 55 
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ding to this humble addreſs of his people of Ireland ; it is 


humbly conceived that this would have been only an af- 
Grmance of the law of the land, as hath been ſaid, and not 
For though his Majeſty, by his patent under the great ſeal 
of Great Britain, , requines,, and'commands his 
tenant, deputy, or other chief governor or governors of bis 
kingdom of 


Ireland, and all other officers and miniſters 


r a the- powers, authorities, dinedtions, matters; os - 
things to be executed: by bim or them, or for his or tbeis 
f 1b 

— 4 


benefit or aduantagey, by virtue, and in pur 
ſaid indentures; yet it is im all things" as. 
And this is to be 


rency of this money, to be received by any 
would not voluntarily and. wi 
Therefore, ſinee the people have ſhewed a 


accept the fame." - - 


are under on this occaſion, 


4.4 Aa 


by the known laws of the 
land, and by other parts of the ſaĩd patent, whereby it is 
manifeſt that his Majeſty never intended to i»force. the cure - 
5 that. 
general dif- 
like of this coin, it is to be hoped, that ſame method will | 
be found out to eaſe their minds. from the diſtraRiow they . 
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1 AM aſſured, that it hath for bone dime bees praiſed 
as a method of making mens cburt, when they are 
uſked about the rate. of lands, the abilities of tenants, ithe 
Rate of trade and manufacture in this kingdom, and how 
Weir rents are paid, to anſwer, that in their neighbours 
hood all things are in a flouriſhing condition, the rent and 
purchaſe of land every day increafing, And if à genie · 
man happen to be a little more ſineere im lis repreſentations; 
heſides being looked; on as not well affected, he is ſure to 
have a dozen contradictors at his elbow.” I think it is no 
madner of fecret, why. n are ſo cordially aſky 
ed, ox da-obligingly-anfwereds \ is Ou om 
Hut ſince, with regard to —— of this kingdom, I 
Have, been uſing all. endeavouts»to fubdue my» indignation 
20whichipdeed Lam not provoked by any perſonal intereſt, 
not being the owner of one {} — aaditn the whole » 
fand; I ſhall only enumerate by rules generally known, and 
never contradicte d, what are the true cauſes of any coun-- 
try's flouriſhing and growing rich; and then examine 
* eſſects ariſe from thoſe cauſes 1 in the kingdom of Ire-- 

d 

The firſt cauſe of a kingdom' 8 thriving i is, the fruitful- 
neſs of the ſoil to produce. the neceſſaries and convenien- 
cies of life; not only ſufficient for the inhabitants, but for: 
exportation into other countries. 

The ſecond is, the induſtry of the people, in working: 
up all their native ere to the laſt degree of ma- 

aufacture. 

The third is, the 1 7 of ale ports and havens 
to carry out their own goods as much manufactured, and 
bring in thoſe of others as little manufactured, as the na- 
ture of mutual commerce will allow. 

The fourth is, that the natives ſhould, as much as 

; poſhble,, 


AR ü 


7 


— 


„ * 


countries, which will permit them, except thoſe who are 
in war with their own prince or ſtate. 
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poſſible, export and import their goods in veſſels of their 
own timber, made in their own country. 
The fifth is, the privilege of a free trade in all fordign 


The ſixth is, by being governed only by laws made wah. 
their own conſent ; for otherwiſe they are not a free peg- 
ple, And therefore all appeals for juſtice, or applications 
for favour or preferment, to another ere are ſo 1 
grievous impoveriſhments. 

The ſeventh is, by improvement of had; A 
of agriculture, and thereby increaſing the number of their 
people; without which any country, however bleſſed by 
nature, mult continue poor. 

The eighth is, the reſidence of the prince, or chief ad- 
miniſtrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is, the concourſe of foreigners for * 
tion, curioſity, or pleaſure; or as to a general mart of 


trade, 


The tenth is, by diſpoling all offices of havour, ;ptoſid 
or truſt only to the natives; or at leaſt, with very few ex- 
ceptions, where ſtrangers have long inbabited the country, 
and are ſuppoſed to undetſtand and regard the Sagereh of 
it as their own. 112 

The eleventh is, when the e000 uf Bade ned mim 
of employmems, are ſpent in the country which produ- 
ced them, and not in another; the former of which will 


certainly happen, where the love of our native - country 


prev vails. 
The twelſch is, by he public ee being all ſpent 
and employed at bome, except on the NEAR 
reign war, 

The thirteenth is, where the peaple are not-obliged;; un- 
leſs they find it for their, own intereſt or convenienty;' 40 
receive any monies, except af their own coindge by a gu- 
blic mint after the manner of all civilized nations. 

The fourteenth is, 4 diſpoſition ef the penple of a coun- 
try to wear their own manufactures, and import an few ite = 
citements to luxury. either in eloaths, furniture, food; ar 
drink, as they poſſibly can live without, | + 
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who come for gold, will go off wit 


-elſe to bear them out in — their. hoes on the er. 


rock, and barren mountain, be double in proportion to 
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The conveniency” of poris and havens, which: nature 
bath beſtowed ſo liberally on this kingdom, is of no more 
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tand Ireland 


%% A SHORT vIEw or THE 
* which I at preſent cannot recollect: but without advantage 
from at leaſt ſome of theſe; after turning my thoughts 
a long time, I am not able to diſcover from whence our | 
-wealth proceeds; and therefore would gladly be better in. Ml | 
formed. In the mean time I will here examine, what | 
ſhare falls to Treland of theſe cauſes, or of the effects and 
2 Ain war ena 

It is not my intenchbm to evripliba, but bätely to relate 


facts; and the matter is not of ſmall importance. For it 


is allowed, that a man who lives in a ſolitary houſe, far 
from help, is'not wiſe in endeavouring to acquire in the 
neigbbourhood the reputation of being rich; becauſe thok 
pewter and braf, 
rather than return empty: and in the eommon practice of 
the world, thoſe who poſſeſs molt wealth, make the leaſt 
parade; which they leave to others, who have nothing 


change. a * 

As to the firſt cauſe of * nation's 4 60 being the 
Fertility of the ſoil, as well as temperature of climate, we 
have no reaſon to complain: for, although the Ine 
of unprofitable land in this kingdom, reckoning bog, and 


what it is in England; yet the native productions, which 
both kingdoms deal in, are very near an equality in point 
of goodneſs, and might with the ſame encouragement be 
as well manufactured. I except mines and minerals; in 
ſome of which however we are only defective in rer of 
Kill apd induſtry, - 

ln the ſecond; which is the induſtry of the people; our 
b nec not altogether owing to our own andy wa to 
a million of diſcouragements. 


uſd to ub, eg PRA proſpect to a man ſhut up in" 


As to ſhipping of i its own, ireland i is ſo ne 
vided, that; of all the excellent timber cut dowi within 
theſe fifty or ſixty years, it can hardly be ſaid, that the 
nation hath received the benefit of one * houſe to 
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Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard or read of, 
eicher in ancient or modern tory, which was denied the! 
liberty of exporting their native commodities and manufar- 
tures where · eyer they pleaſed, except, to cauntries at War 
with their own prince or ſtate: yet this privilege, by the 
ſuperiority of mete power, is refuſed us in the moſt mo- 
mentous parts of commerce; beſides an act of navigation, 
to which we never conſented, pinned down; upon us, and 
rigorouſly executed; ; and a thouſand, other une xampled 
circumſtances, as grievous as 9 ate ane to mention. 
To go on to the reſt: 

It is too well known, that we are Forced to obey ſous) 
laws we never conſented to; which is a condition I muſt 
not call by its true uncontroverted name for fear of Lord 
Chief Juſtice Whitſhed's ghoſt, with his /zberas et natale 


folum , written for a motto on his coach, as it ſtopd at, 


the door of the court, while he was perjuring himſelf to 
betray both. Thus we are in the condition of patients, 
who have phyſic ſent them by doctors at a diſtance, ſtran- 
gers to their conſtitution and the nature of their diſeaſe: 
and thus we are forced to pay ſive hundred per cent. to 
decide our properties: in all which we have likewiſe the 
honour to be diſtinguiſhed from the whole race of man- 


kind. 


As to the improvement of land; thoſe few who attempt 
that or planting, through covetouſneſs or want of -ſkill - 
generally leave things worſe than they were; neither ſuc». 
ceeding in trees nor hedges; and by running into the fancy 
of grazing, after the manner of the dA are ovary: 
day depopulating the country. 

We are ſo far from having a king, to reſide among us, 
that even the viceroy is RT: abſent four fifths of, his 
time in the government. 

No ſtrangers from other countries. make this a part of 
the! travels; where they can expect to ſee nothing but 
ſcenes of miſery and deſolation. a 

Thoſe who have the mis fortune to be born hs have 
the leaſt title to any conſiderable ERS to which 


. Liter *. my native county, 


they 
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ee nen but upon a political conkde. 


— third e che rents of Ireland is ſpent i in Eng. 
land; which, with the profit of employments, penſions, 


"appeals, journeys of pleaſure or health, education at the 


inns of court and both univerſities, remittances at plea · 
ſure, the pay of all ecdoollouw —— 
incidents, will amount to a full half of the income of the 
whole kingdom, all clear profit to England. | 

We are denied the of coining gold, filver, or 
even copper. In the iſle of Man they coin their own 
ſilver ; every petty prince; vaſſal to the ' emperor, can 
coin what money he pleaſeth. And in this, as in moſt of 
the articles already mentioned, we are an exception to all 
4. or monarchies that were ever known in the 
wor 

As to the laſt, or fourteenth article, we take ſpecial car 


to act diametrically contrary to it in the whole courſe of our 


lives. Both ſexes, but eſpecially the women, deſpiſe and 
abhor to wear any of their own manufactures, even thoſe 
which are better made than in other countries; particularly 
a ſort of ſilk plaid, through which the workmen are forced 
to run a kind of gold thread that it may paſs for Indian. 
Even ale and potatoes are imported from England, as well 
as corn'; and our foreign trade is little more rhan importa- 
tion of French wine, for which 1 am told we pay ready 
money, 
Now, if all this be true, (upon which I could eaſ ly en- 
large), I would be glad to know, by what ſecret method 
it is, that we grow a rich and flouriſhing people without 
liberty, trade, manufattures, inhabitants, money, or the 
Privilege of coining ; without induſtry, labour, or improve- 
ment of land; and with more than half the rent and pro- 
fits of the whole kingdom annually exported, for which 
we receive not a ſingle farthing : and to make up all this, 
nothing worth mentioning, except the linen of whe north, 
a trade caſual, corrupted, and at mercy ; and ſome burter 
from Cork. If we — flouriſh, it muſt be againſt every 
law of nature and reaſon; like the thorn at Glaftenbury, 
that bloſſoms in the midit of winter. 
Let the worthy. * lonera, who come from raw 
7 
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Jand, ride round the kingdom, and obſerve the face of 
natute, or the face of the natives; the improvement of 
the land; the thriving numerous plantations; the noble 
woods; the abundance and vicinity of country- ſeats; the 
commodious farmers houſes and barns 3 the towns and 
villages, where every body is buſy, and thriving with aff 
kind of manufactures ; the ſhops. full of goods wrought 
to perfection, and filed with cuſtomers ; the comfortable 
diet, and dreſs, and dwellings of the people; the vaſt num- 
bers of ſhips in our harbours and docks, and ſhip-wrights 
in our ſea- port towns; the roads crouded with carriers, 


laden with rich manufactures; the perpetual concourſe. to 


and fro of pompous equipages. | 

With what envy and admiration would thoſe gentle- 
men return from ſo delightful a progreſs ? what ꝗlorious 
reports would they make, when they went back to Eng- 
land ? | : 5 

But my heart is too heavy to continue this irony longer; 
for it is manifeſt, that whatever ſtranger took ſuch a 
journey, would be apt to think himſelf travelling in Lap- 
land or Iceland, rather than in a country ſo favoured by 
nature as ours, both in fruitfulneſs of ſoil, and tempera- 
ture of climate. The miſerable drefs, and diet, and dwell- 
ing of the people; the general deſolation in moſt parts 
of the kingdom; the old ſeats of the nobility and gen- 


try all in ruins, and no new ones in their ſtead; the fa- 


milies of farmers, who pay great rents, living in filth 
and naſtineſs upon buttermilk and potatoes, without a 
ſhoe or ſtocking to their feet, or a houſe ſo convenient as 
an Engliſh hog-ſty to receive them. Theſe indeed may 


be comfortable ſights to an Engliſh ſpeRator ; who comes : 


for a ſhort time, only to learn the language, and returns 
back to his own country, whither he all our wealth 


tranſmitted. 


| Neſtra miſeria magna &ft. 


There is not one argument uſed to prove the riches of 
Ireland, which is not a logical demonſtration of its pover- 
ty. The riſe of our rents is ſqueezed out of the very 
blood, and vitals, and cloaths, and dwellings of the te; 
Vor. III. 2 nants, 
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174 A SHORT VIEW OF THE 
nants, who live worſe than Engliſh beggars. The low. 


neſs of intereſt, in all other countries a ſign of wealth, is 


in us a proof of miſery; there being no trade to employ 
any borrower, Hence alone comes the dearneſs of land, 
fince the ſavers have no other way to lay out their mo- 
ney : hence the dearneſs of neceſſaries for life: becauſe 
the tenants cannot afford to pay ſuch extravagant rates 
for land, (which they muſt take or go a-begging), with- 
out raiſing the price of cattle, and of corn, although them- 
ſelves ſhould live upon chaff, Hence our increaſe of 
buildings in this city; becauſe workmen have nothing to 


do but to employ one another, and one half of them are 


infallibly undone. Hence the daily increaſe of bankers, 
who may be a neceſſary evil in a trading-country, but fo 
Tuinous in ours; who for their private advantage have 


ſent away all our ſilver, and one third of our gold; ſo 


that within three years paſt the running caſh of the nation, 


which was about five hundred thouſand pounds, is now 


Jeſs than two, and muſt daily diminiſh, unleſs we. have li- 
berty to coin, as well as that important kingdom, the iſle 
of Man, and the meaneſt principality in the German em- 
pire, as I before obſerved. 

I have ſometimes thought, that this paradox of the 
kingdom growing rich is chiefly owing to thoſe worthy 
gentlemen the BANKERS; who, except ſome cuſtom- 
houſe-officers, birds of paſſage, oppreſſive thrifty 'ſquires, 
and a few others who ſhall be nameleſs, are the only thri- 
ving people among us: and 1 have often wiſhed, that a law 
were enacted to hang up half a dozen bankers every year, 
and thereby interpoſe at leaſt ſome ſhort delay to the fur- 


ther ruin of Ireland. 


Ye are idle, ye are idle, anſwered Pharaoh to the Iſrael- 
ites, when they complained to 475 Majeſty, that they were 
forced to make bricks without ſtraw. 

England enjoys every one of thoſe advantages for en- 
riching a nation, which I have above enumerated ; and in- 


to the bargain, a good million returned to them every year 


without labour or hazard, or one farthing value received 
on our ſide : hut how long we ſhall be able to continue the 


payment, I am not under the leaſt concern. One thing 1 


know, 
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know, that when the ben is flarved to death, there will be 
no more golden eggs. 

I think it a little unhoſpitable, and others may call it a 
ſabtile piece of malice, that becauſe there may be a. dozen 
families in this town able to entertain their Engliſh friends 
in a generous manner at their tables, their gueſts, upon 
their return to England, ſhall report, that we wallow in 
riches and luxury, 

Yer, I confeſs, 1 have known an hoſpital, where all 
the kou'ehold officers grew rich; while the poor, for whoſe 
lake it was built, were almoſt ſtarving for want of ſoud 
and raiment. ; 

To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and flouriſhing king- 
dom, its wealth and proſperity mult be owing to certain 
cauſes, that are yet concealed from the whole race of 
mankind ; and the effects are equally inviſible. We need. 
not wonder at ſtrangers, when they deliver ſuch para- 
doxes ; but a native and inhabitant of this kingdom, who. 
gives the ſame verdict, muſt be either ignorant to ſtupi- 
le dity, or a man- pleaſer at the expenfſe of all koaoar, con- 
1- ſcience, and truth *. 


ge mne preſent ſtate of Ireland # is, in general, as flouriſhing as 
y poſſible. Agriculture is cultivated : arts and ſciences are encou- 


raged : and in the ſpace of cighteen years, which is almoſt the fulF 
time that I have known it, no Kingdom can be more improved. 


' Ireland, in relation to England, may be compared to a younger fifter 
o lately come of age, after having ſuffered all the miſcries of an iu- 
* jured minor, ſuch as law-luits, incroachments upon ker property; 
7 violation of het rights, deſtruction of her tenants, and every evil 
— that can be named. At length, time, and her oun noble ſpirit ot 

jaduſtry, have entirely relieved her, and, ſome little heartburn- 
4 iags excepted, ſhe enjoys the quiet poſſeſſion of a very ample 
e fortune, ſubject, by way of acknowledgment, to certain q'it- 


rents, payable to the elder branch of her houſe. Take ber all in 
all, ſhe cannot have a greater fortune than ſhe deſerves. Orrery, 


. 1 1752. 


An ANSWER to a paper, called, A memorial 
- of the poor inhabitants, tradeſmen, and labour. 
ers of the kingdom of Ireland. 


Written in the year 1728. 


eee a paper from you, whoever you are, print- 

ed without any name of author or printer; and ſent, 
I ſuppoſe, to me among others without any particular 
diſtinction. It contains a complaint of the dearneſs of 
corn; and ſome ſchemes for making it cheaper, which I 
cannot approve of, 

But pray permit me, before I go further, to give you 
a ſhort hiſtory of the ſteps by which we arrived at this 
bopeful ſituation, 

It was indeed the ſhameful practice of too many Iriſh 
. farmers to wear out their ground with ploughing ; while, 
either through poverty, lazineſs, or ignorance, they neither 
took care to manure it as they ought, nor gave time to any 
part of the land to recover itſelf; and when their leaſes 
are near expiring, being aſſured that their landlords would 
not renew, they ploughed even the meadows, and made 
ſuch havock, that many landlords were conſiderable ſuffer- 
ers by it *, 

Tuis gave birth to that abominable race of graſiers, 
who upon expiration of the farmers leaſes were ready to 
ingroſs great quantities of land; and the gentlemen ha- 
ving been before often ill paid, and their land wore out of 
heart, were too eaſily tempted, when a rich graſier made 
an offer to take all their land, and give them ſecurity for 
payment. Thus, a valt tract of land, where twenty or 
thirty farmers lived, together with their cottagers and la- 
bourers in their ſeveral cabins, became all deſolate, and 


bs Thi s practice probably prod uced the Root clauſes to prohibit 
ploughing, mentioned in the propeſal for the uni ver ſal uſe of Iriſh 
inuufatures. Hoarwkeſ. 


eaſily 
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eaſily managed by one or two herdſmen and their boys; 
whereby the maſter - graſier with little trouble ſeized to 
kimſelf the livelihood of a hundred people. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that the farmers were juſtly pu · 
riſhed for their 4&navery, brutality, and folly. But nei- 
ther are the /quires and /andlords to be excuſed ; for to 
them is owing the depopulating of the country, the vaſt 
number of beggars, and the ruin of thoſe ſew ſorry im- 
provements we had, | Fo 

That /armers ſtivuld be limited in ploughing, is very 
reaſonable, and practiſed in England; and might have ea- 
ſily been · done here by penal clauſes in their leaſes : but to 
deprive them im a manner altogether from tilling their lands, 


was a moſt ſtupid want of thinking. 


Had the farmers been confined to plough a certain quan- 
tity of land, with a penalty of ten pounds an acre for what-- 
ever they exceeded, and ferther limited for the three or four 
haſt years: of their leaſes, all this evil had been prevented; 
the nation would have ſaved'a million of money; and been 
more populous by above ¼π]e hundred thouſand ſouls. 

For a people denied the benefit of trade, to manage 
their lands in ſuch a manner as to produce nothing, but 
what they are forbidden to trade with, or only ſuch things 
as they can neither export nor manufacture to advantage; 
is an abſurdity that a wild Indian would be aſhamed of; 
eſpecially when we add; that we are content to purchaſe: 
this hopeful commerce by ſending to foreign markets for 
our daily bread, 10 
The grazier's employment is to feed great flocks of. 
ſheep, or black cattle, or both. With regard to heb, 
as folly is uſually accompanied with perverſeneſs, ſo it is 
here, There is ſomething fo monſtrous to deal 1n-a. com+ 
modity (further than for our own. uſe) which we are not- 
allowed to export manufactured, nor. even unmanufactu- 
red, but to one certain country, and only to ſome ſerv ports 
in that country; there is, I ſay, ſomething fo ſottiſh, that 
it wants a name in our langunge to exprefs it by: and the 
good of it 12, that the more ec we have, the fewer. hu» 
man creatures are left to wear the a9, or eat the- feſb. 
Ajax was mad) when he miſtook a flock of /ezp: for his 
£ P 3 enemies: 
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enemies: but we ſhall never be ſober, until we have the 
ſame way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier's buſineſs is what we call 
Black cattle, producing hides, tallow, and beef for expor- 
tation : all which are good and uſeful commodities, if 
rightly managed, But it feems, the greateſt part of the 
hides are ſent out raw for want of bark to tan them; and 
that want will daily grow ſtronger; for, I doubt, the new 
project of tanning without it is at an end. Our beef, I 
am afraid, (till continues fcandalous in foreign markets for 
the old reaſons. But our tallow, for any thing I know, 
may be good, However, to "beſtow the whole kingdom 
on beef and mutton, and thereby drive out half the people, 
who ſhould eat their ſhare, and force the reſt to ſend ſome- 
times as far as Egypt for bread to eat with it, is @ moſt 
peculiar and diſtinguiſhed piece of public ©conomy, of 
which I have no comprehenſion. 

I know very well that our anceſtors the Scythians, and 
their poſterity our kinſmen the Tartars, lived upon the 
blood, and milk, and raw fleſh of their cattle, without one 
grain of corn; but I confeſs myſelf ſo degenerate, a 1 
am not eaſy without bread to my victuals. 

What amazed me for a week or two, was to ſee, in 
this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth of human crea- 
turet, and want of bread, as well as money to buy it, that 
. all kind of fe/þ-meat ſhould be monſtroufly dear, beyond 

rat was ever known in this kingdom. I thought it a de- 

& in the laws, that there was not ſome regulation in the 
price of feſb, as well as bread: but I imagine myfelf to 
have gueſſed out the reaſon : inſhort, I am apt to think, 
that the whole kingdom is overſiocked with cattle, both 
black and white: and as it is obſerved, that the poor /ri/h 
have a vanity to be rather owners gf two lean cows, than 
one fat, although with double the charge of grazing, and 
but half the quantity of milk; fo I conceive it much more 
difficult at preſent to find a fat bullock or wether, than it 


would be, if half of them were fairly knocked on the head: 


for 1 am aſſured, that the diſtri& in the ſeveral markets, 


called carrion-row, is as reaſonable as the poor can deſire; 
only the circumſtance of money to purchaſe it, and of trade, 


| A MEMORIAL. 179 
or labour, to purchaſe that money, are indeed wholly want - 
hos Sir, to return more particularly to you, and your 


memorial, f 4 4 

A hundred thouſand barrels of avheat, you ſay, ſhould 
be imported hither ; and ten thouſand pounds premium to 
the importers, Have you looked into the purſe of the na- 
tion; I am no commiſſioner of the treaſury; but am well 


aſſured, that the whole running cab would not ſupply you 


with a ſum to purchaſe ſo much corn, which, only at twen- 
ty ſhillings a-barrel, will be a hundred thouſand pounds; 
and ten thouſand more for the premium, But you will 
trafic for your corn with other goods : and where are 
thoſe goods? If you had them, they are all engaged to 
pay the rents of ab/entees, and other occaſions in London, 
beſides a huge balance of trade this year againſt us. Will 
foreigners take our bankers paper? I ſuppoſe, they will 
value it at-little more than fo much a quire, Where are 
theſe rich farmers and ingroſſers of corn, in ſo bad a year, 
and ſo little fowing ? 


You are in pain for two ſhillings premium, and forget | 


the twenty ſhillings for the price; find me out the latter, 
and I will engage for the former, 
Your ſcheme for a tax for raiſing ſuch a ſum is all viſion» 


ary, and owing to a great want of knowledge in the miſer> 
able flate of this nation, Tea, coffee, ſugar, ſpices, wines 


ſhould be glad if they were all burned; but I beg you 

leave us our wine to make us a while forget our miſery ; or 
give your tenants leave to plough for barley, But I will 
tell you a ſecret, which I learned many years ago from the 
commiſſioners of the com in London: they ſaid, when 
any commodity appeared to be taxed above a moderat rate, 
the conſequence was to leſſen that branch of the revenue 


| by one half; and one of thoſe gentlemen pleaſantly told 


me, that the miſtake of parliaments on ſuch occaſions 
was owing to an error of computing two and two to make 
four; whereas in the buſineſs of laying heavy impoſitions 
two and two never made more than one; which happens 


and foreign cloaths, are pe you mention, upon 
which this tax fhould be raiſed. I will allow the two ſuſtʒ 
becauſe they are unwholeſome; and the laſt, becauſe 1 ; 


by 


g 
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by leſſening the import, and the ſtrong temptation of running 

ſiuch goods as paid high duties, at leaſt in this kingdom. 
Although the women are as vain and extravagant as their 
lovers or their huſbands can deſerve, and the men are fond 
enough of wine, yet the number of both who can afford 
ſuch expenſes, is ſo ſmall, that the major part muſt tefuſe 
gratifying themſelves, and the duties will rather be leſſened 
than increaſed. But, allowing no force in this argument; 
yet ſo preternatural a ſum, as one hundred and ten thou- 
fand pounds, raiſed all on a ſudden, (for there is no dally- 
ing with hunger), is juſt in proportion with raiſing a million 
and a half in England ; which, as things now ſtand, would 
probably bring that opulent kingdom under ſome diffcul- 
ries. 

You are concerned how ſtrange and ſurpriſi ing it would 
be in foreign parts to hear, that the poor were ſtarving in 
a RICH country, Cc. Are you in earneſt? is Ireland the 
rich country you mean? or are you inſulting our poverty ? 
were you ever out of Ireland? or were you ever in it till 

of late? you may probably have a good employment, and 
are faving all you can to purchaſe a good eſtate in England, 
But by talking ſo familiarly of one hundred and ten thouſand 
pounds by a /ax upon a few commodities, it is plain, you 
are either naturally or affectedly ignorant of our preſent 
condition; or elſe you would know and allow, that ſuch a 
fam is not to be raiſed here, without a general exciſe; ſince, 
in proportion to our weahh, we pay already in ſaxef more 
than England ever did in the height of the war, And 
when you have brought over your eorn, who will be the 
buyers ? Moſt certainly, not the poor, who will not be ale 
to purchaſe the twentieth part of it, 

Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a very crude” piece; 
hable to more objections than there are lines; but, I think; 
your meaning is good, and fo far you are pardonable. 

If you will prepoſe a general contribution for ſupporting 
the poor in potatoes and butter miil, tilahe new corn comes 
in, perhaps you may ſucceed better; becanſe the thing at 
leaſt is poffble: and 1 think if our brethren in England 
would contribute upon this emergency, out. of the million 
they gain from us every year, they would do a piece of yu · 


Price as well as charity, In the mean time go. and preach 
8 ; | do 
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to your own tenants to fall to the plough as faſt as 
they can; and prevail with your neighbouring ſquires to 
do the ſame with theirs; or elſe die with the guilt of ha- 
ving driven away half the inhabitants, and ſtarving the reſt. 
For as to your ſcheme of raiſing ane hundred and ten thou- 
ſand pounds, it is as vain as that of Rabelais; which was 
to ſqueeze out wind from the poſteriors of a dead aſs. 

But why all this concern for the poor? We want them 
not as the country is now managed; they may follow thou 
ſands of their leaders, and ſeek their bread abroad. Where. 
the plough has no work, one family can do the buſineſs of 
fifty, and you may ſend away the other forty-nine, An 
admirable piece of huſbandry, never known or practiſed by 
the wiſeſt nations, who erroneouſly thought people to be 
the riches of a count). 

If ſo wretched a ſtate of things would allow it, methiaks 
I could have a malicous pleaſure, after all the warning 1 
have in vain given the public at my own peril for ſeveral 
years paſt, to ſee the conſequences and events anſwering 
in every particular. I pretend to no ſagacity: what 1 
write was little more than what I had diſcourſed to ſeveral. 
perſons, who were generally of my opinion: and it was 
obvious to every common underſtanding, that ſuch effects 
mult needs follow from ſuch cauſes. A fair iſſue of things 
begun upon party-rage, while ſome ſacrificed the public to 
fury, and others to ambition: while a ſpirit of faction and 
oppreſſion reigned in every part of the country, where gen- 
tlemen, inſtead of conſulting the eaſe of their tenants or cul- 


x 


tirating their lands, were worrying one another upon 


of Whig and Tory, of high church and low church ; which 
no more concerned them, than the long and famous con- 
troverly of trop, for razors *: while agriculture was 
wholly diſcouraged, and conſequently half rhe farmers, and 
labourers, and poorer tradeſmen, forced to beggary or ba- 
riſhment : Wiſdom crieth in the ſtreets ; becauſe I have 


called on you ; I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded, But ye have ſet at nought all my counſels, and 


A piece of leather paſted on wood te be uſed with a certain \ 
powder, for the property and excellence of which ſeveral com- 


petitors eagerly contended. Hawkef. 


would 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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noould none of my reproof, I alſo will laugh at your cala. 
mity, and mock when your fear cometh. 

I have now done with your memorial, and freely excuſe 
your miſtakes, ſince you appear to write as a ſtranger, and 
as of a country which is left at liberty to enjoy the bene- 
firs of nature, and to make the beſt of thoſe advantages 
which God hath given it in ſoil, climate, and ſituation, 

But having lately ſent out a paper, intitled, 4 hort view 
of the ſtate of Ireland; and hearing of an objection, that 
ſome people think I have treated the memory of the late 
Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed with an appearance of ſeveri- 
ty: ſince I may not probably have another opportunity of 
explaining myſelf in that particular, I chuſe to do it here; 
laying it therefore down. for a peſtulatum, which I ſuppoſe 
will be univerſally granted, that no /ittle creature of ſo 
mein a birth and genius had ever the honour to be a preat- 
er enemy to his country, and to all kinds of virtue than HE, 
I anſwer thus: Whether there be two different goddeſſes 
called Fame, as ſome authors contend, or only one goddeſs 
ſounding two different trumpets, it is certain, that people 
diſtinguiſhed for their villany have as good a title to a 
blaſt from the proper trumpet, as thoſe who are moſt re- 
nowned for their virtues have from the other ; and have 
equal reaſon to complain if it be refuſed them, And accor- 
dingly the names of the moſt celebrated profiigates have 
been faithfully tranſmitted down to poſterity, And al- 
though the perſon here underſtood acted his part in an ob- 
. Teure corner of the world; yet his talents might have ſhone 

with luſtre enough in the nobleſt ſcene. | 

As to my naming a perſon dead, the plain honeſt rea- 
fon is the beſt, He was armed with power and will to do 
miſchief, even where he was not provoked, as appeared by 
his proſecuting two printers, one to death,. and both to 
ruin, who had neither offended God, nor the King, nor 
him, nor the public, | | 
What an encouragement to vice is this? If an ill man 
be alive, and in power, we dare not attack him, and if 
he be weary of the world, or of his own villanies, he 
has nothing to do but die, and then his reputation is ſafe. 
For theſe excellent caſuiſts know juſt Latin enough to 
have heard a maſt fooliſh precept, chat de mortuir nil niſi 

25 Bonum. 
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Zonum ; ſo that if Socrates, and Anytus his accuſer *, had 
happened to die together, the charity of ſurvivors muſt 
either have obliged them to hold their peace, or to fix the 
ſame · character on both. The only crime of charging the 
dead is, when the leaſt doubt remains whether the accuſa- 
tion be true; but when men are openly abandoned, and loſt 
to all ſhame, they have no reaſon to think it hard if their 
memory be reproached. Whoever reports, or otherwiſe 
publiſheth any thing, which it is poſſible may be falſe, that 
man is a ſlanderer; hic niger eſt, hunc tu, Romane, ca- 
veto, Even the leaſt miſrepreſentation, or aggravation of 
facts, deſerves the ſame cenſure in ſome degree: but in 
this caſe I am quite deceived, if my error hath not been on 
the ſide of extenuation, | | EL 
l I have now preſent before me the idea of ſome perſons 
(1 know not in what part of the world) who ſpend every 
moment of their lives, and every turn of their thoughts 
while they are awake, (and probably of their dreams while 
they ſleep), in the moſt deteſtable actions and deſigns ; who 
delight in miſchief, ſcandal, and obloguy, with the hatred 
and contempt of all mankind againſt them; but chiefly 
of thoſe among their own party, and their own family; 
ſuch, whoſe od/ous qualities rival each other for perfection; 
avarice, brutality, faction, pride, malice, treachery, 
noiſe, impudence, dulneſs, ignorance, vanity, and re- 
venge, contending every moment for ſuperiority in their 
breaſts. Such creatures are not to be reformed ; neither 
is it prudent or ſafe to attempt a reformation, Yet, al- 
though their memories will rot, there may be ſome benefit 
for their ſurvivors, to ſmell it while it is rotiing. 


lam, SIX, 
your humble ſervant, 


Dublin, March 25. 
1728. | | A. B. 


_ Anytus one of the wretches who accuſed Socrates of con- 
temning the gods, and endeavouring to ſubvert the religion of his 
country. Hawkeſ. . 4 
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A VI xDIcAT ION of his Excellency Jony 
Lord CARTERET, from the charge of fayour- 
ing none but Tories, Hrghchurchmen, and 


Facobites x. 
Written in the year 1730. 


N order to treat this important ſubject with the greateſt 

fairneſs and impartiality, perhaps it may be convenient 

to give ſome account of his Excellency ; in whoſe life and 

character there are certain particulars, which might give a 

very juſt ſuſpicion of ſome truth in the accuſation he lies 
er. 

He is deſcended from two noble, ancient, and moſt loy- 
al families, the Carterets, and the Granvilles: too much 
diſtinguiſhed, I confeſs, for what they acted, and what 
they ſuffered in defending the former conſtitution in church 
and ſtate under King Charles the Martyr ; I mean that ve- 
ry prince, on account of whoſe martyrdom a ferm of 
prayer, with faſting, was injoined by act of parliament, 
to be uſed on the 3oth day of January every year, to im- 
Plore the mercies of God, that the guilt of that ſacred and 


* The view of this piece ſeems to be to recommend moderation, 
and laugh political bigotry out of countenance. Hawkeſ. 

In this piece the failings of the Noble Lord, ariſing from the pre- 
judices of great talents and a learned education, are finely diſplay- 
ed with infinite wit and humour. However, indeed, there is 
couched here abundance of ſatire. Piſtorides, that poor, angry, 
buſtling mortal, he treats with all imaginable contempt : but in his 
ſatire againſt Traulus he ſpares not to draw blood at every ſtroke; 
the former part of which is bitterly farcaſtic, and the latter as 
bitterly ironical. His account of Agefclaus being caught by the 
parſon of the pariſh riding on a hobby-horſe with his children, and 
mern touches of the like fort, are truly dq iverling. D. Swiſt. 
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innocent blood might not be viſited on us or our poſterity ; 
as we may read at large in our common prayer books ; which 
day hath been ſolemnly kept, exen within the memory of 
many men now alive, FS 

His Excellency the preſent Lord was educated in the u- 
niverſity. of Oxford; from whence, with a Gngularity 
ſcarce to be jultified, he carried away more Greek, Latin, 
and philoſophy, than properly became a perſon of his rank ; 
indeed much amore of each than moſt of thoſe who are for- 
ced to live by their learning will be at the unneceſſary pains 
to load their heads with. 1828 

This was the rock he ſplit on upon his firſt ap 
in the world, and having juſt got clear of his guardians. 


Fot as ſoon as he came to town, ſome biſhops and clergy - 


men, and other perſons moſt eminent for learning and parts, 


got him among them; from whom although he were for- 


tunately dragged by a lady and the court, yet he could 
never wipe off the (tain, nor waſh out the tincture of his 
univerſity acquirements and diſpoſitions. 


To this another misfortune was added, that it pleaſed 


God to endow him with great natural talents, memory, 
judgment, comprehenſion, eloquence, and wit : and, to 
finiſh the work, all theſe were fortified even in his youth 


with the advantages received by ſuch. employments as are 


beſt fitted both to exerciſe and poliſh the gifts of nature 
and education, having been ambaſſador in ſeveral courts, 
when his age would hardly allow him to take a degree; 
and made principal ſecretary of ſtate at a period, when, 
according to cuſtom, he ought to have been buked in lo- 
ſing his money at a chocolate-houſe; or in other amuſe- 
ments equally laudable.and epidemic among perſons of ho- 

1 cannot omit another weak {ide in his Excellency. For 
it is known, and can be proved upon him, that Greek and 
Latin books might be found every day in his dreſhog-room, 
if it were carefully ſearched ; and there is reaſon to ſu- 


ſpect, that ſome of the ſaid books have been privately con- 


reyed to him by Tory hands, I am likewiſe aſſured, that 
he hath been taken in the very fa& of reading the ſaid 
books, even in the midſt of {iion, to the great neglet 
of public affairs, | * | 2 
Vor. lll; 8 1 
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1 own, there may be ſome grounds for this charge; be. 
cauſe 1 have it from good hands, that when his Excellen- 
cy is at dinner with one or two ſcholars at his elbows, he 
grows a molt unſupportable and unintelligible companion 
to all the fine gentlemen round the table. 
I cannot deny, that his Excellency lies under another 
very great diſad vantage. For with all the accompliſhments 
uhove mentioned, adding that of a moſt comely and grace- 
ſol perſon, and during the prime of youth, ſpirits, and vi- 
gour, he hath in a moſt unexemplary manner led a regu- 
lar domeſtic life; diſcovers a great eſteem, and friendſhip, 
and love for his lady, as well as true affection for his chil- 
. dren; and when he is diſpoſed to admit an entertaining e- 
vening companion, he doth not always enough reſſect, 
whether the perſon may poſſibly in former days have lain 
under the imputation of a Tory ; nor at ſuch times do the 
natural or affeed fears of Popery and the pretender make 
- uny part of the converſation : I preſume, becaufe neither 
Homer, Plato, Ariſtotle, or Cicero, have made any men- 


tion of them, | 
*:Theſe-I freely acknowledge to be his Excellency's fail- 
'Ing3 ; yet I think it is agreed by philoſophers and divines, 
that ſome allowance ought to be given to human infirmity, 
and to the prejudices of a wrong education. 
am well aware, how much my ſentiments differ from 
the or thadex opinions of one or two principal patriots, at 
the head of whom I name with honour Piltorides, For 
theſe have decided the matter directly againſt me by decla- 
ring, that no perſen, who was ever known to lie under the 
{ſuſpicion of one ſingle Tory principle, or who had been 
once ſeen at a great man's levee in the 92v9r/? of times , 
-- ſhould be allowed to come within the verge of the caſtle; 
much leſs to bow in the anti- chamber, appear at the af- 
Hie, or dance at a birth-night. However, I dare aſ- 
ſert, that this maxim hath been often controlled; and that, 
on the contrary, a conſiderable number of early penitents 
have been received into grace, who are now an ornament, 


bubbiugſc, and. ſuport to the nation. 


„ ne turee laſt years of Queen Anne, -when Lord Oxford 


"ws miciſter, were ſo called by the Whigs. - Hawkeſ. _ 
Neither 
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Neither do I: find any e ſome other points 
of greater importance, where this favourite maxim is not- 
ſo ſtrictly obſerved, _ | 1 

To inſtance only in one: I have not heard, that any 
care hath hitherto been taken to diſcover whether Madam 
* Violante be a Vhig or Tory in her principles; or even 
that ſhe hath ever been offered the oaths to the government :- 
on che contrary, I am told, that ſhe openly proſeſſeth her- 
ſelf to be a high-flier ; and it is not improbable by her out- 
landiſh name, ſhe may alſo be a Papiſt in her heart; yet 
we ſee this illuſtrious and dangerous female opealy careſſed 
by principal perſons of both parties; who contribute to» 
ſupport her in a ſplendid manner, without the leaſt appre - 
henſions from a grand jury, or even from Squire Hartley 
Hutcheſon himſelf, that zealous proſecutir of hawkers and 
libelt. And, as Hobbes wiſely. obſerves, ſo much money. 
being equivalent to /o mach power, it may deſerve conſider - 
ing, with what ſafety ſuch an inſtrument of power ought 
to be. truſted in the hands of an alien, who hath not gi-- 
ren any legal ſecurity for her good affection to the govern-- 
I confeſs, there is one evil which I could wiſh our friends 
would think mes to redreſs. There are many Whigs in- 
this kingdom of the od faſhioned flamp, of whom we 
might make very good uſe ; they bear-theſame loyalty with. 
us to the Hanoverian family in the perſon.of K. George Il. 
the ſame abhorrence of the pretender, with the conſe- 
quences of Popery and ffavery, and the ſame indulgence 
to tender conſciences : but having nothing to aſk for them- 
ſelves, and therefore the more leiſure to think for the pu- 
blic, they are often apt. to entertain fears and melancholy. 
proſpects concerning the ſtate of their country, the decay 
of trade, the. want of money, the miſerable condition of, 
the people, with other topics of the like nature ; all which 
do equally concern both Mig and Tory: who, if they have 
any thing to loſe, muſt be equally: ſufferers. Perhaps, one 
or two of theſe melancholy gentlemen will ſometimes ven- 
ture to publiſh their thoughts in print: now, I can by no 
means approve. our uſual cuſtom of curſing and railing at 


* A famous Italian rope dancer. Hawke, || 
b Q.2 this 
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this ſpecies of thinkers, under the names of Toriet, Jacs- 
bites, Papiſts, libellers, rebels, and the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, angry, buſtling, 
well-meaning mortal Piſtorides; who lies equally under 
the contempt of both parties ; with no other difference, 
than a mixture of p;ty on one ſide, and of aver/iexs on the 
other, | 

How hath he been pelted, peſtered, and pounded by one 
Hngle wag, who promiſeth never to forſake him, living or 

2 3 | 

1 was much pleaſed with the humour of- a ſurgeon in 
this town; who having, in his own-apprehenfion, 1eceived: 
ſome great injuſtice from the Earl of Galway, and deſpair- | 
ing of revenge as well as relief, declared to all his friends, 
that he had ſer apart one hundred guineas to purchaſe the 
FarFs carcaſe from the ſexton, whenever i, ſhould die, to 
make a ſkeleton oF the bones, ſtuff the hide, and fhew- 
them for three pence ; and thus get vengeance for the in- 
juries he had ſuffered by its owner. 

Of the like ſpirit too often is that implacable race of 
wits ; againſt whom there is no defence but innocence and: 
philoſophy : neither of which is likely to be at hand; and 
therefore the wounded have no where to fly for a cure but 
to downright- ſtupidity, a crazed head, or a profligate con- 
tempt of guilrand ſhame; 

” _...crefore ſorry for that other miſerable creature 
i raulus; who, although of ſomewhat a different ſpecies, 
yet ſeems very far to outdo even the genius of Piſtorides 
in that miſcarrying talent of railing without conſiſtency or 
diſcretion againſt the moſt innocent perſons according to 
the preſent ſituation of his gall and ſpleen. I do not 
blame an hone/t gentleman for the bittereſt invectives a- 
gainſt one to whom he profeſſeth the greateſt friendſhip ; 
provided he acts in the dark, ſo as not to be diſcovered : 
but in the midſt of careſſes, viſits, and invitations, to 
run into the ſtreets, or to as public a place, and without 
the leaſt pretended incitement ſputter out the baſeſt and 
falſeſt accuſations; then to wipe his mouth, come up ſmi- 
ling to his friend, ſhake him by the hand, and tell him 
in a whiſper, it was all for his ſervice : this proceed- 
ing, I am bold to think a great failure in prudence : = 
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I am afraid leſt ſuch a practitioner, with a body ſo open, 
ſo foul, and ſo full of ſores, may fall under the reſent- 
ment of an incenſed political /argeon, who is not in much 
renown for his mercy upon great provocation: who, with- 
out waiting for his death, will flay and diſſect him alive; 
and to the view of mankind lay open all. the diſordered: 
cells of his brain, the venom of his tongue, the corrup - 

tion of his heart, and ſpots 1 ſpleen: d 
all this for three peuce. 

In ſuch a caſe, what a ſcene would be 14d open! and. 
to drop my metaphor, what a character of our miſtaking 
friend might an angry enemy draw and expoſe ! particula=- 
rizing that unnatural con junction of vices and follies ſo ins 
conſiſtent with each other in the ſame. bteaſt': furious and + 
fawning, fcurrilous and flattering; cowardly and provoking, . 
inſolent and abject; — falſe, with the ſtrong 
eſt profeſſions of ſincerity ; 3 poſitive and SINE; tyranni- 
cal and laviſh. 

I apprehend; that if all this ſhould be fer « out to che- 
world by an angry Whig:of the ci ſtamp, the unavoid - 
able conſequence: muſt be a confinement o our friend for 
ſome months #2ore to his garret ; and thereby depriving ? 
the public for ſo long time, and in ſo important a jundture 
of his uſefu]-ralents in their ſervice, while he is fed like a 
wild beaſt through a hole; but, I hope, with. a ſpecial re- 
gard to the gauantity and quality of his nouriſhment. 
la vain would his excuſers endeavour to pallate- bis e- 
normities by imputing: them to madneſs; becauſe it is well 
known, that madneſs only operates by inflaming and en - 
larging the good. or evil dilpolitions of the mind, For the 
curators of Bedlam: aſſure us, that ſome Junatics are per - 
ſons of honour, truth, benevalence, and many other vir- 
tues, which appear. in their higheſt ravings, although after - 
2 wild- incoherent. manner; while others, on the contrary, . 
diſcover in every word and action the utmoſt baſene/s and 
depravity of human minds; which. infallibly they poſſeſſed 
in the ſame degree, although perhaps under a better regu». 
lation, before-their entrance into that academy. 

But it may be objected, that there is an argument of 
much Powe. to excuſe the overflowings of that zeal which 
Var x /Tiend ſhews or means for our cauſe. And it muſt: 
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he hath encouraged the attendance of one or tea gentle- 
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be confeſſed, that the eaſy and ſmooth fluency of bis elo. 
cution, beſtowed on him by nature, and cultivated by 
continual practice, added to the comelineſs of his perſon, 
the harmony of his voice, the graceſulneſs of his manner, 
and the decency of his dreſs, are temptations too ſtrong for 
ſuch a genius to reſiſt upon any 3 occaſion of making 
them appear with univerſal applauſe. And if good men 
are ſometimes accuſed of loving their /e better than their 
friend; ſurely to gain the reputation of the firſt orator in 
the kingdom, no man of ſpirit would ſeruple to loſe all the 
friends he had in the world, 

It is uſua} for maſters to make their boys declaim on 
both ſides of an argument; and as ſome kinds of aſſemblies 
are called the ſchools of politics, I confeſs nothing can bet- 
ter improve political ſchoolboys, than the art of making 
plauſible or implauſible harangues againſt the very opinion 
for which. they reſolve to determine. 

So Cardinal Perron, after having ſpoke for an hour to 
the admiration of all his hearers to prove the exiſtence 
of God, told ſome of his intimates, that he could have 


Spoken another hour, and much better, to prove the con- 


trary. g | 
I have placed this reaſoning in the ſtrongeſt light that! 
think it will bear; and have nothing to anfwer, but that, 
allowing it as much weight as the reader ſhall pleaſe, it 
hath conſtantly met with ill ſucceſs in the mouth of our 
Friend; but whether for want of good luck, or good ma- 


nagement, I ſuſpend my judgment. 


To return from this long digreſſion: If perſons in high 
ſtations have been aflpayed to-chuſe wenches without re- 
gard even to difference in religion, yet never incurred the 
Jeaſt reflection on their loyalty, or their Proteſtantiſm; 
ſhall the chief governor of a great kingdom be cenfured for 
chafing a companion, who may formerly have been ſuſped- 
ed for differing from the orthodox in ſome ſpeculative opt- 
nions of perſons and things, which cannot affect the fun- 
damental principles of a ſound hig? 

But let me ſuppoſe a very poſhble caſe. Here is a per- 
ſon ſent to govern Ireland, whoſe unfortunate weak fide it 
happens to be, for ſeveral reaſons above mentioned, that 


men 
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men diſtinguiſhed for their taſte, their wit, and their learn- 
ing; who have taken the oaths to his Majeſty, and pray 
heartily for him-: yet becauſe hay may perhaps be ſtigma- 
tized as guendam Tories by Piſtorides and his gang, his 
Excellency. muſt. be forced to baniſly them under the pain 
and peril of diſpleaſing the zealots of his own party; and 
thereby be put into a worſe condition than every common 
good fellow, who may be a ſincere Proteſlaxs and a loyal 
ſabject, and. yet rather chuſe to drink fine ale at the Pope's 
head, than muddy at the Aing's, | * 
Let me then return to my ſuppoſitions, It is certain, 
the high-flown loyaliſts. in the preſent ſenſe of the word 
have their thoughts, and ſtudies, and tongues, ſo entirely 


diverted by political ſchemes, that the zeal of their prin» 


ciples hath- eaten up their underſtandings; neither have 
they time, from their employments, their hopes, and theis 
hourly labours, for acquiring new additions of merit to ar 
muſe themſelves with philological converſe or ſpeculations, 
which are utterly ruinous- to all ſohemes of. riſing in the 
world. What then mult a great mah do, whole ill. ſtars 
have fatally perverted him to a love, and taſte, and poſſeſ- 
Gon. of literature, politeneſs, and good ſenſe? our thorough» 
ſped republic of Whigs, which contains the bulk of all h. 


pers, pretenders,. expecteru, and profeſſors, are beyond all 


doubt moſt highly uſeful to princes,. to governors, to great 
miniſters; and to their country; but at the ſame time, and 
by neceſſary conſequence, the moſt diſagreeable compa - 
nions to all, who have that unfortunate tn of- mind pe- 
culiar to his Excellency, and perhaps to five or ſix more in 
a nation. | | et Ub 

I do not deny it poſſible, that an original- or, proſelyte 
favourite. of the times might have been born to thoſe uſe - 
leſs talents, which in former ages-qualified a man to be a 
poet er a philoſapher. All I contend for, is, that where 
the true genius of party once enters, i, faveeps. the houſe 
clean, and leaves room. for many ather ſpirits to take joint 
poſſeſhon, until the /a/ flate of tbat man is exceedingly 
better than the fir/t. 

I allow it a great error in his Excellency, that he ad- 
heres ſo obſtinately to his old #n/a/hionable academic e- 
ducation ; yet ſo peryerſe is human nature, that the bit 
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remedies for this evil in others have produced a contrary 
effect in him; to a degree, that I am credibly informed, 
he will, as I have already hinted, in the middle of a ef. 
fion quote paſſages out of Plato and Pindar at his own table 
to ſome bool - learned companion without bluſhing, even 
when perſons of great ſtations are by). 

I will venture ene ſtep further; which is, freely to con- 
feſs, that this miſtaken method of educating youth-in the 
knowledge of ancient learning and language is too apt to 
ſpoil their politics and principles ; becauſe che doctrine and 
examples of the books they read, teach them leſſons di- 
recily contfary in every point to the preſent pradice of the 
world: and accordingly Hobbes moſt judiciouſly obſerves, 
that the writings of the Greeks and Romans made young 
men imbibe opinions againſt abſolute power in a prince, or 
even in a firſt miniſter; and to embrace notions of liberty 
and property. | | | | 
lt hath been therefore a great felicity in theſe kingdoms, 
that the heirs to titles and large eſtates have a weakneſs 

in their eyes, a tenderneſs in their conſtitutions; are not 
able to bear the pain and indignity of whipping ; and, as 
the mother rightly expectſce it, could never: take to their 
Bool, yet are well enough qualified to ſign a receipt for 
half a year's rent, to put their names (rightiy ſpelt) to a 
warrant, and to read pamphlets againſt religion and bigh- 
Sing; whereby they fill their niches, and carry themſelves 
through the world with that dignity which beſt becomes a 
ſenator and a hire. Paſt =. «4.8 

I could heartily wiſh his Excellency would be more con · 
deſcending to the genius of the kingdom he governs; to 
the condition of the times, and to the nature of the ſta- 
non he fills, Let if it be true, what I have read in old 
Engliſh ſtory- books, that one Ageſilaus (no matter to the 
bulk of my readers- whether 1 ſpell: the name right or 
wrong) was caught by the parſon of the pariſh riding on 
a hobby-horſe with his children; that Socrates a Heathen 
Philoſopher was found dancing by. himſelf at fourſcore;. 
that a King called Cæſgar Auguſtus (or ſome ſuch name) 
uſed to play with boys, whereof ſome might poſſibly be 
ſons of Tories; and that two great men called Scipio and 
Lelrus, (I forget their. Chriſtian names, and * 

| : ; ; they 
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they were poets: or Is), often played at duct and» 
drake with ſmooth: ſtones on: a river. Now, I. ſay,. if 
theſe facts Ve true, (and the book where I:found them is 
in print), I cannot imagine, why our molt zealous*patriots- 
may not a little indulge his Excellency in an infirmity 
which is not morally evil; provided he gives no public 
ſcandal z which is by all means to be avoided: I ſay, why- 
he may not be- indalged twice a week to converſe with 
one or two particular perſons ;. and Jet him and them 
conn over their old exp/sded readings together, after 
mornings ſpent in hearing and perſcribing ways and means 
from and to his moft obedient politicians for the welfare 


of the kingdom; although the faid particular perſon, or. 


perſons, may not have made ſo public a declaration of 
their political faith all its parts, as the buſineſs of the 
nation requires: ſtill fubmitting my opinion to that: bap=- _ 
y majority, which I am Confident is always in the right ;-. 
by whom the {berty of the ſubject hath been ſo frequent - 
ly, fo res 16 and ſo ſucceſsfully aſſerted; who by:® 
their wiſe counſels have made commerce to flouriſh, money 


to abound; inhabitants to increaſe, the value of lands and 


rents to riſe; and the whole iſland put on a new face of 
Plenty and proſperity. : | 
But, in order to clear his Excellency more fully from- 
this accuſation of ſhewing his favours to high-fliers, Tories, 
and Zacobiter, it will be neceſſary to come to particulars, 
The firſt perſon of a Tory denomination, to whom his- 
Excellency gave any marks of his favour, was Doctor 
Thomas Sheridan, It is to be obſerved, that this hap» 
pened ſo early in his Excelleney's government, as it may 
be juſtly ſuppoſed he had not been informed of that gen- 
tleman's character upon ſo dangerous an article, The 
Doctor being well known, and diſtinguiſhed for his ſkill. 
and fucceſs in the edycatiqn of youth beyond moſt of his. 
profeſſton for many years Fir was recommended to his 
Excellency. on the ſcore of 
for his knowledge in the Greek tongue; whereof, it ſeems, 
his Excellency is a great admirer, although for what rea 
ſons I could never imagine. However, it is agreed on 
all hands, that his Lordſhip was too eaſily prevailed on by 
the Doctor's requeſt, or indeed rather from the bias of his 
awn. 


his learning, and particularly \ a 
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own nature, to hear a tragedy acted in that un&nown lan- 
guage. by the Doctor's lads, which was written by ſome 
Heathen author; but whether it gontained any Tory or 
high-church principles, muſt be left to the conſciences of 
the boys, the Doctor, and his Excellency ; the only wit- 
neſſes in this caſe, whoſe teſtimonies can be depended 


It ſeems, his Excellency (a thing never to be ſufficient- 
ly wondered at) was ſo pleaſed with his entertainment, 
that ſome time after he gave the Doctor a church-living 


to the value of almoſt one hundred pounds a-year, and 


made him one of his chaplains; from an antiquated no- 
tion, that good ſchoolmaſters ought to be encouraged in 
every nation profeſſing civility and religion. Yet his Ex- 
celleney did not venture to make this bold ſtep. without 
ſtrong recommendations from perſons of undoubted prin- 
ciples fitted: to the times; who thought themſelves bound 


in juſtice, honour, and gratitude, to do the Doctor a good 
- office, in return for the care he had taken of their chil - 


dren, or of thoſe of their friends. Vet the cataſtrophe 
was terrible: for the Doctor, in the height of his felicity 


and gratitude, going down. to take poſſeſſion of his pariſh, 


and furniſhed with a few led ſermons, whereof as it is to 
be ſuppoſed the number was very ſwall, having never 
ſerved a cure in the church; he ſtopt at Cork to attend on 
his- biſhop; and going to church on the Sunday following, 


was, according to the uſual civility. of country-clergymen, 


invited by the. miniſter of the pariſh to ſupply the pulpit. 
It happened to be the firſt of Auguſt ; and the firſt of 
Auguſt happened: that year to light upon a Sunday : and 
it happened that the Doctor's text was in theſe words: 
Sufficient unto. the day it the evil thereof * : and laſtly, it 
happened that ſome one perſon. of the congregation, whoſe 
loyalty made him watehful upon every appearance of dan- 
ger to his Majeſty's perſon and government, when ſervice 
was over, gave the alarm. Notice was immediately ſent up 
to town; and by the zeal of one man of no large dimen- 


ſiont of body or mind, ſuch a clamour was raifed, that we 


he firſt of Auguſt is the anniverſary of the Hanoverian fa- 
mily's acceſſion to the crown of Great Britain. Hawke/. 


as rs SMS | 


Queen Anne died, | 
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in Dublin could apprehend no leſs than an invaſion by the 
pretender, who mult be landed in the /ourh. The reſult 
was, that the Doctor muſt be {truck out of the chaplain's 
liſt, and appear no more at the caſtle; yet whether he 
were then, or be at this day, a Whig or a Tory, I think is 
a ſecret; only it is manifeſt, that he is a zealous Hanove- 
rian, at leaſt in poetry, and a great admirer of the preſent 
royal family through all its branches. His friends likewiſe 
aſſert, that he had preached this ſermon often under the 
ſame text ; that not having obſerved the words, till he 
was in the pulpit, and had opened his notes, as he is a per- 
ſon a little abſtracted, he wanted preſence of mind to 
change them: and that in the Whole ſermon there was not 


a ſyllable relating to government or party, or to the ſub- 


ject of the day. ; | 

In this lacident there ſeems to have been an union of 
events, that will -probably never happen again to the end 
of the world; or is, at leaſt, like the grand conjunction in 
the heavens ; which, I think, they ſay can arrive but once 
in twenty thouſand years. | | 

The ſecond gentleman (if I am right in my chronolo- 
gy) who under the ſuſpicion of a Tory received ſome fa- 
vour from his Excellency, is Mr James Stopford ; very 
ſtrongly recommended by the moſt eminent hig in Eng- 
land on the account of his learning, and virtue, and o- 
ther accompliſhments, He had paſſed the greateſt part 
of his youth in cloſe ſtudy, or in travelling; and was ei- 
ther not at home, or not at leiſure to trouble his thoughts 
about party; which I allow to be a great omiſſion, al- 
though I cannot honeſtly place him in the liſt of Tories; 
and therefore think his Excellency may be fairly acquitted 
for making him vicar of Finglas, worth about one hun- 
dred pounds a - year. | | 

The third is Doctor Patrick Delany, This divine lies 
under ſome diſadvantage; having in his youth received 
many civilities from a certain perſon *, then in a very 
high ſtation here; for which reaſon, I doubt the Doctor 
never drank his confuſzon ſince, and what makes the mat- 


* Sir Conſtantine. Phipps, Lord Chancellor of Ireland, when 
ter 
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ter deſperate, it is now too late; unleſs our #nquifor; 
will be content with drinking cogſuſion to his memory, 
The aforeſaid eminent perſon, who was a judge of all me. 
rit, except that of party, diſtioguiſhed the Doctor among 
other juniors in our uniyerſity for his learning, virtue, dil. 
cretion, and good ſenſe. But the Doctor was then in too 
good a ſituation at his college to hope or endeavour at x 
# deter eſtabliſhment from one who had no power to give 

il it him. 

1 _ Upon the preſent Lord Lieutenant's coming over, the 
+ Doctor was named to his Excelleney by a Friend + among 

other clergy of diſtinction, as perſons whoſe characters it 
was proper his Excellency ſhould know; and by the truth 
of which the giver would be content to ſtand or fall in 
his Excellency's opinion; ſince not one q thoſe perſons 
were in particular friendſhip with the ger: who gave 
in their names. By this and ſome other incidents, parti- 
cularly the recommendation of the late Archbiſhop of 
Dublin, the Doctor became known to his Excellency, 

4 _. Whoſe fatal turn of mind towards beatheni/h and outlandiſh 
1 books and langnages, finding, as I conceive, a like diſpok- 
| ; tion in the Doctor, was the cauſe of his becoming ſo do- 

meſtic, as we are told he is, at the caſtle of Dublin. 
| Three or four years ago the Doctor grown weary of an 
academic life, for ſome reaſons beſt known to the mana- 
gers of the diſcipline in that learned ſociety, (which it 
may not be for their honour to mention), reſolved to leave 
it; although, by the benefit of the pupils, and his ſenior 
, fellowſhip, with all its perquiſites, he received .every year 

if between nine hundred and a_thouſand pounds. And 2 
| {mall northern living, in the univerſity's donation, of ſome- 

what better than one hundred pounds a year falling at the 

ſame time with the chancellorſhip of Chriſt church, tu a- 

bout equal the value, in the gift of his Excellency ; the 
Doctor ventured into the world in a very ſcanty condition; 

having ſquandered away.all his anoual income in a man- 
ner, which, although perhaps proper enough for a clergy- 
man without.a family, will not. be for the advantage of his 
character to diſcover either on the exchange, or at a bank- 
er's ſhop. | A Ion 
. * The author, 


About 
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About two months ago, his Excellency gave the Doc- 
tor a prebend in St Patrick's cathedral ; which being of 
near the ſame value with either of the two former, will 
add a third part to his revenues, after he ſhall have paid 
the great incumbrances upon it: ſo that he may now be 
ſaid to poſſeſs of church-preferments in ſcattered tithes 
three hundred pounds a- year; inſtead of the like ſum of 
iofallible rents from a ſenior fellowſhip, with the offices 
annexed ; beſide the advantage of a free lodging a great 
number of pupils, and ſome other eaſements. 

But ſince the Doctor hath not in any of his writings, his 
ſermons, his actions, his diſcourſe, or his company, diſ- 
covered one ſingle principle of either hig or Tory ; and 

that the Lord Lieutenant ſtill continues to admit him; 
I ſhall boldly pronounce him ONE OF Us: but, like a 
new /ree maſon, who hath not yet learned all the dialect 
of the myſtery, Neither can he juſtly be accuſed of any 
Tory doctrines; except perhaps ſome among thoſe few 
with which that wicked party was charged during the 
height of their power, but have been ſince transferred. 
* the. molt ſalid reaſons, to the whole body of our ſirmeſt 
riends. 

I have now done with the clergy: and upon the ſtricteſt 
examination have not been able to find above one of that 
order, againſt whorg any party-ſuſpicion can lie; I mean 
the unfortunate — — Doctor Sheridan, who by mere 
chance-medley ſhot his own fortane dead with a {cngle 
text, PASTE 1 f x 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one perſon of the 
Tory ſtamp, who ſince the beginning of his Excellency's 
government did ever receive any ſolid mark of his favour : 
I mean Sir Arthur Acheſon, reported to be an acknow- 
ledged Tory; and, what is almoſt as bad, a ſcholar into 
the bargain, It is whiſpered about, as a certain truth, 
that this gentleman is to have a grant of a certain barack 
upon his eſtate within two miles of his own houſe z for 
which the crown is to be his tenant, at the rent of ſixty 
pounds Her aumum, he being only at the expenſe of as 


M's 


. * See a poem upon this incident, intitled, The grand gueſiion 
debated, &c. vol. G. p. 381. | n 
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bout foe hundred pounds to put the houſe in repair, build 
ſtables, and other neceſſaries. I will place this 7nvidious 
mark of beneficence conferred on a Tory in a fair light, 
by computing the coſts and neceſſary defalcations : after 
which it may be ſeen how much Sir Arthur will be an- 
nually a clear gainer by the public; notwithſtanding his 
unfortunate principles, and his knowledge in Greek an 
Latin. | 


For repairs, &c. 500 J. the intereſt whereof ' 
per ann, 


For all manner of poultry to furniſh the al be 
5 00 


30 0 0 


ers, but which the ſaid troopers muſt be 
at the labour of catching, valued per ann. 
For ſtraggling ſheep - - - - 8'00 
For game deſtroyed five miles round - 6 0 0 


Rent paid to Sir Arthur - - — 6000 
ce © = = - - - 49 00 


Remains clear — — - - "PLD © 


Thus, if Sir Arthur Acheſon ſhall have the good fortune 
to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will receive net profit 
annually from the crown ELEVEN pounds Sterling to 
help him in entertaining the officers, and making woes Fo 
for his younger children. | 

It is true, there is another advantage to be expected, 
which may fully compenſate the loſs of cattle and poultry; 
by multiplying the breed of mankind, and particularly that 
of gaod Proteſtants, in a part of the kingdom half depo- 
pulated by the wild humour among the farmers there of 
leaving their country. But I am not ſo ſſcilful in arithmetic, 
as to compute the value. | | | 

I have reckoned one per cent. below the legal intereſt 
for the money that Sir Arthur muſt expend; and valued 
the damage in the other articles very moderately, How- 
ever, I am confident he may with good management be a 


aver atleaſt; which is a prodigious inſtance of moderation 
| in 


* 
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in our friends towards a profeſſed Tory ; whatever merit 
he may pretend by the unwillingneſs he hath ſhewn to make 
his Excellency uneaſy in his adminiſtration. 

Thus 1 have, with the utmoſt impartiality, collected 
every ſingle fayour (further than perſonal civilities) con- 
ferred by his Excellency on Tories, and reputed Tories, 
ſince his firſt arrival hither to this 30th day of April, in 
the year of our Lord 1730, giving all allowance poſlible 
to the arguments on the other fide of the queſtion : and the 
account will ſtand thus, | 

Diſpoſed of preferments. and employments to Torier, 
or reputed Tories, by his Excellency John Lord Carterer,, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in about the ſpace. of ſix 

years: | GEL 


To Doctor Thomas Sheridan, in a rectory 


near Kinſale, per annum - 3 100 © © 
To Sir Arthur Acheſon, Baronet, a barrack, ? 1 

per ann. - = — po. | 
111 © 0. 


— — 


Give me leave now to compute in groſs the value of the 
favours done by his Excellency to the true friend: of their 
king and country, and of the Proteſtant: religion. 

It is to be remembered, that although his Excellency can- 
not be properly ſaid to beſtow biſhoprics, commands in the 
army, the place of a judge, or commiſſioner in the revenue, 
and ſome others; yet they are for the moſt part diſpoſed 
upon his recommendation, except where the perſons are 
immediately ſent from England by their intereſt at court; 
for which I have allowed great defalcations in the follow- 
ing accounts. And it is remarkable, that the on conſider- 
able ſtation conferred on a Tory ſince his preſent Excel- 
lency's government was of this /atter kind. 

And indeed it is but too notorious, tbat in a neighbour- 
ing nation (where this dangerous denomination of men is: 
incomparably more numerous, more powerful, and of con- 
ſequence more formidable) real Tories can often with much 
leſs difficulty obtain very high favours from the govern- 

| R2a ment, 
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ment, than their reputed brethren can arrive to the loweſt 
in ours. I obſerve this with all poſfible ſubmiſſion to the 
wiſdom of their policy; which however will not, I believe, 
diſpute the praiſe of vigilance with ours. 


To perſons promoted to biſhoprics, or 
removed to more beneficialones, com- 5 10,050 o o 


puted per ann. - - 
To civil employments - SN" 9030 © o 
_ Fo military commande - 436 © 0 
27,51600 


TORY account. 
To Tories - - - - = 111 O0 o 


— "Hao 


I ſhall conclude with this obſervation, that, as I think, 
the Tories have fufficient reaſon to be fully ſatisfied with 
the ſhare of truſt, power, and employments, which they 
poſſeſs under the /enity of the preſent government; fo l 
do not find how his Excellency can be juftly cenfured for 
favouring none but high-church, bigh-fliers, termagants, 
Laudifis, Sacheverellians, tip-top-gallon-men, Jacobites, 
tantivier, Anti-hanoverians, friends to Popery and the 
pretender and to arbitrary power, diſobligers of England, 
breakers of DEPENDENCY, inflamers of quarrels 
between the twe nationt, public incendiaries, enemies 13 
the King and kingdoms, haters of TRUE Proteſtants, 
laurel-men, Annifts, complainers of the nation's poverty, 
Ormondians, iconoclaſls, anti-gloriour-memorifls, anti- 
revolutioners, wwhite-roſalifts, ternth-a-juniaus, and the 
like, when, by a fair ſtate of the account, the balance, 1 
conceive, ſeems to liz on the other fide. 


CONSIDERATIONS 


r 


Cons1DEXATIONS upon two BI IIS ſent 
down from the Rt Hon. the houſe of LoxDs: 
to the Hon. the houſe of Com Mons in IRE» 
LAND,, relating to the CLERGY “. 


Written in the year 1731. 


Have: often for above a montli- paſt deſired ſome. ſcw- 
ranting who are pleaſed to viſit me, that they 


would procure. an extract of two 31s brought into the 


council by ſome. of the biſhops; and both of them ſince- 
paſſed in the houſe. of Lords: but I. could never. obtain 
what I deſired, whether. by the forgetfulneſs or negligence 
of thoſe whom I employed, or the. difficuky of the thing 
itſelf, Therefore, if. I ſhall happen to miſtake. in any 
fact of conſequence, I: deſire. my remarks upon it may 
paſs for nothing; for my information is no. better, than 
what I received in words from ſeveral divines, who ſeem- 
ed to agree with each other. I have not the honour to be 
acquainted. with any one ſingle prelate of. the kingdom; 
and am a ſtraoger to their characters, further than as 
common fame reports them,; which is not to be depended 
on: therefore I. cannot be ſuppoſed to act upon a princi- 
ple of. e. 1 eſtcem their funQions (if I.may be- 


* *-Inithe year 1 737, a bill was brought” into the houſe of Lords; 
by a great majority of the Right Reverend the-biſhops, for enabling 


them to divide the liviogs of the inferior clergy; which. bill : 


was approved of in the. privy council of Ireland, and paſſed by 
the Lords. in parliament. It.was- afterwards :ſent to the hòöuſe 
of Commons for their approbation ; but was rejected by them 
with a great majority: The author of the following conſiderations, . 
who hath always been the beſt friend to the inferior clergy of the 
church of England, as may be ſeen by many parts of His writings; . 
oppoſed this pernicious projet with great ſucceſs; which; if it 
had paſſed into-a law, would have-been of- _ Ward mn 
to this nation. Dub, edit. 1738... . N 
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allowed to ſay ſo without offence) as truly apoſtolical, 
= +, Wa neceſſary to the perfection of a Chriſtian. 
urch. 

There are no qualities more incident to the frailty and 
oorruptions of humankind, than an indifference or inſen- 
ſibility for other mens ſufferings, and a ſudden- forgetful. 
neſs of their own. former humble ſtate, when they riſe in. 
the world. Theſe two diſpoſitions have not, E think, any 
where ſo ſtrongly exerted themſelves, as in the order of 
biſhops with regard to the inferior clergy; for which I can 
find no reafons, bur ſuch as naturally ſhould feem to ope- 
rate 4 quite contrary way. The maintenance of the clergy 
throughout the kingdom is precarious and uncertain, 
lected from a moſt miſerable race of beggarly farmers. at 

_ whoſe mercy every miniſter lies to be ded. His 
office as rector, or vicar, if it be duly executed, is very 
laborious. As ſoon as he is promoted to a bi/Þopric, the 
ſcene is entirely and happily: changed; his revenues are 
large, and as ſurely paid as thoſe of the Xing his whole 
buſineſs is once a- yeat to receive the attendance, the ſub- 
miſſion, aud the proxy- money of all his clergy, in what · 
ever part. of the dioceſe he ſhall pleaſe to think moſt con- 
venient for himfelf, Neither is his-perfonal preſence ne+ 
cefſary, for the buſinefs may be done by a vicar-general, 
The fatigue of ordination is juſt what the biſhops pleaſe to 
make it; and as matters have been for ſome time, and may: 
probably. temain, the fewer ordinations the better. The 
reſt of their viſible office eonſiſts in the honour of attend · 
ing parkaments and councils, and beſtowing: preferments: 
in their: own gift; in which laſt employment, and in their 

ſpiritual and temporal courts, the labour falls to their vi 
cur. general, ſerretarier, proctort, apparitors, ſeneſchali, 
and the like, Now, I ſay, in ſo quick a change, whete- 
by their brethren in a few days are becomo their ſubjects, 
it would be reaſonable at leaſt to hope tlrat the labour, 
confinement, and fubjection, from which they have ſo 
lately eſcaped, lil a bird out-of the ſnare of the foauler, 
might a little incline them to remember the condition of 
thoſe who were but laſt week their equals, probably their 
companians-or their friends, and poſkbly as reaſonable ex- 
pectants. There is a known ſtory of Colonel 8 


— 
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who, while he continued a ſubaltern officer, war every day 
complaining againſt the pride, oppreſſion, and hard treat- 
ment of colonels towards their officers; yet in a very few: 
minutes after he had received his commiſſion for à regi- 
ment, walking with a friend on the Mall, he confeſſed: 
that the fpirit of. colonelſhip was coming: faſt upon him, 


which ſpirit is ſaid to have daily increaſed to the hone of 


his death. . +, 

It is true, the clergy. of this kingdom, who are. pro- 
moted to bi/hoprics, have always ſome great advantages; 
either that of rich deaneries, opulent and multiplied reto- 
ries and dignities, ſtrong alliances by birth or matriage, 
fortified by a. ſuperlative degree of zeal and loyalty : bur» 


however, they were all at firſt. no more. than young begin- 


ners; and before their great promotion were known by. 
their plain Chriſtian. names among their old companions, . 


the middling rate of clergymen ; nor. could therefore be 


ſtrangers to their condition, or with any good grace forget- 
it ſo ſoon, as it. hath too often happened. 1 
I confeſs, I do not remember to have obſerved any body- 


of men acting with ſo little concert, as our c/erpy have 


done in a point where their opinions to be una - 


nimous.: a point wherein their whole temporal ſupport was 
concerned, as well as their power of ſerving God and his 


church in their ſpiritual functions. This hath been impu- 

ted to their fear of diſobliging, or hopes of further favours 
upon compliance; becauſe it was obſerved, that ſome who . 
appeared at firſt with the greateſt zeal, thought fit ſudden- 


ly to abſent themſelves from the uſual meetings: yet we 


know, what expert ſolicitors the Quakers, the Diſſenters, 
and even the Papiſis have ſometimes-Found to drive a point 
advantage, or prevent an impending evil. 

I have not ſeen any. extract from the two bills introdu - 
ced by the biſnops into the privy.councilz where the cler- 
$y, upon ſome fiture in fayour, or through the timorouſ- 
neſs of many among their brethren, were refuſed to be 
heard by the council, It ſeems, theſe bills were both re- 
turned, agreed to by the king and council in England, and 
the bouſe of Lords hath with great expedition paſſed them 
both; and it is ſaid, they are immediately to be ſent doun 
to the Commons for their conſent, _ 
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The particulars, as they have been imperfectly reported 
to me, are as follows. 

By one of the bills, the biſhops . power to oblige 
the country · clergy tu build a manſion - houſe upon whatever 
part of their glebes their Lordſhips ſhall command; and if 
the living be above 50 J. a- year, the miniſter is bound to 
build after three years a houſe that ſhall coſt one year and 
a half's rent of his income. For inſtance, if a clergyman, 
with a wife and ſeven children gets a living of 55 J. per 
annum, he muſt after three years build a houſe that ſhall 
colt 77 J. 10.5. and muſt ſupport his family, during the 
time the biſhop ſhall appoint for the building of it, with the 
remainder, But if the living be under 50 /: a- year, the 
miniſter ſhall be allowed 100/, out of the firſt fruits; 

But there is ſaid to be one circumſtance a little extraor · 
dinary; that if there be a ſingle ſpot in the glebe more 
barren, more marſhy, more expoſed. to the winds, more: 
diſtaot. from the church. or ſkeleton of a church, or from 
any convemiency of building; the rector, or vicar may be 
obliged by the caprice or pique of the biſhop, to build, 
under pain of ſequeſtration, (an office which eyer falls in- 
to the moſt knayiſh hands), upon whatever point his Lord: 
hip ſhall command; although the farmers have not pant 
one quarter: of his daes. 

I believe, under the preſent diſlreſſes of the gd 
(which inevitably without a miracle muſt increaſe for ever), 
there are not ten. country-clergymen in Ireland, reputed: 
to poſſeſs a pariſh of 100 J. per annum, uho for ſome 
- years paſt have actually received 60/, and that with the ut- 
moſt difficulty and vexation. I am therefore at a loſs, what: 
kind of valuators the b;/hops will make uſe of; and whe- 
ther the ſtarving vicar ſhall. be forced to build his houſe. 
with the money he never received. 

The other bill, which paſſed in two days after the for · 
mer, is {aid to concern the diviſion. of pariſhes into as ma- 
ny parcels as the 5p. fall think fir, only leaving 3007: 
a: year to the mother church; which 300 J. by another act 
paſſed ſome years ago, they can divide likewiſe, and crum- 
ble as low as their will and pleaſure will diſpoſe them. 80 
that inſtead of fix hundred lergymen, which, I think, 1s 


the uſual computation, we may haye in a ſmall compaſs of 
years: 


N A 
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ritual courts; and put the wretched paſtor at perpetual va- 
Tiance with his whole pariſh, But, as they have hitherto 


under the neceſſity of being ſo ſharp, vigilant, and exacting. 
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years almoſt as many thouſands to live with decency and 
comfort, provide for their children, be charitable to the 
poor, and maintain hoſpitality, _ 

But it is very reaſonable to 7 — and heartily to be 
wiſhed by all thoſe who have the leaſt regard to our ho- 
ly religion as hitherto eſtabliſhed, or to a learned, pious, 
diligent, converſable clergyman, or even to common hu- 
manity, that the Honourable houſe of Commons will, in their 

eat wiſdom, juſtice, and tenderneſs to innocent men, con- 

der theſe bills in another light, It is ſaid, they well 
know this kingdom not to be fo overſtocked with neigh- 
bouring gentry, but a diſcreet learned clergyman, with a 
competency fit for one of his education, may be an enter- 
taining, a uſeful, and ſometimes a neceſſary companion: 
That, although ſuch a clergyman may not be able con- 
ſtantly to find beef” and wine for his own family, yet he 
may be allowed ſometimes to afford both to à neighbour 
without diſtreſſing himſelf; and the rather, becauſe he may 
expect at leaſt as good a return. It will probably be con- 
ſidered, that in many deſolate parts there may not be al- 
ways a ſufficient number of pe confiderable enough to 
be truſted with comm#iſſons of the peace, which ſeveral of 
the clergy now ſupply much better, than a little, hedge, 
contemptible, illiterate vicar from twenty to fifty pounds 
a-year, the ſon of a weaver, pedlar, tailor, or miller, can 
be preſumed to do. | — 

The landlords and farmers by this ſcheme can find no 
profit, but will certainly be lofers. For inftance, if the 
large northern livings be ſplit into a dozen pariſhes or 
more, it will be very neceſſary for the little threadbare 
gownman, with his wife, his proQor, and every child who 
can crawl, to watch the fields at harveſt-time for fear of 
loſing a ſingle ſheaf, which he could not afford under peril 
of a day's ſtarving : for, according to the Scotch proverb, 
a Hungry louſe bites fore, This would of neceſſity breed 
an infinite number of wrangles and litigious ſuits in the ſpi- 


ſtood, a clergyman eſtabliſhed in a competent living is not 


On the contrary, it is well known and allowed, that the 
| clergy: 


\ 
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clergy round the kingdom think themſelves well treated, if 
they loſe only one ſingle third of their legal demands. 
The Honourable houſe may perhaps be inclined to con- 
ceive, that my Lords the Bi/hops enjoy as ample a power, 
both ſpiritual and temporal, as will fully ſuffice to anſwer 
every branch of their office; that they want no laws to re. 
gulate the conduct of thoſe clergymen over whom they 
preſide ; that, if non- reſidence be a grievance, it is the 
patron's fault, who makes not a better choice, or- cauſed 
the plurality, That, if the general impartial character of 
perſons choſen into the church had been more regarded, 
and the motive of party, alliance, kindred, flatterers, ill. 
jadgment, or perſonal faveur regarded leſs, there would 
be fewer complaints of non reſidence, want of care, blame. 
able behaviour, or any other part of miſconduct ; not to 
mention 7gnorance and ſtupidity. 
I could name certain gentlemen of the gown, whoſe 


awkward, ſpruce, prim, ſneering, and ſmirking countenan- | 


ces, the very tone of their voices, and an ungainly ſtrut 
in their walk, without one ſingle talent for any one office, 
have contrived to get good preferment by the mere force 
of flattery and cringing : for which two virtues (the only 
two virtues they pretend to) they were, however, uttefly 
unqualified : and whom, if I were in power, although they 
were my zephews, or had married my nieces, I could ne- 
ver in point of good conſcience or honour have recommend- 
ed to a curacy in Connaught. | | 

Fhe Honourable houſe of Commons may likewiſe perhaps 
conſider, that the gentry of this kingdom differ from all 
others upon earth, being leſs capable of employments in 


their own country, than any others who come from abroad; 


and that moſt of them have little expectation of providing 
for their younger children otherwiſe than by the church, 
in which there might be ſome hopes of getting a tolerable 
maintenance. For after the patrons ſhould have ſettled 
their ſont, their mephews, their nieces, their dependent:, 


and their /o//awers invited over from the other fide, there 


would ſtill remain an overplus of ſmaller church-prefer- 
ments to be given to ſuch clergy. of the nation, who. ſhall 


have their quantum of whatever merit may be then in fa - 


ſnion. But by theſe bills they will be all as abſolutely ex- 
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cluded, as if they had paſſed under the denomination of 
Tories; unleſs they can be contented at the utmoſt with 
50 J. a-· year; which by the difficulties of collecting tithes 
in Ireland, and the daily increaſing miſeries of the people, 
will hardly riſe to half that ſum, 

It is obſerved, that the divines ſent over hither to go- 
vern this church have not ſeemed to conſider the difference 
between both kingdoms with reſpe to the inferior c/ergy, 
As to themſelves indeed, they find a large revenue in lands 
let at one quarter value, which conſequently muſt be paid 
while there is a penny left among us ; and the public di- 
ſtreſs ſo little affects their intereſts, that their fines are now 
higher than ever : they content themſelves to ſuppoſe, that 
whatever a pariſh is ſaid to be worth, comes all into the 
parſon's pocket. | 

The poverty of great numbers among the clergy" of 
England hath been the continual complaint of all men, 
who wiſh well to the church, and many ſchemes have 
been thought on to redreſs it; yet an Engliſh vicar of 
40 J. a- year, lives much more comfortably than one of 
double the value in Ireland. His farmers, generally 
ſpeaking, are able and willing to pay him his full dues; 
he hath a decent church of ancient ſtanding, filled every 
Lord's day with a large congregation of plain people, well 
clad, and behaving themſelves as if they believed in G op 
and Cu R Is r. He hath a houſe and barn in repair, a 
field or two to graze his cows; with a garden-and orchard, 
No gueſt expects more from him than a pot of ale: he 
lives like an honeſt plain farmer, as his wife is dreſſed 
but little better than goody, He is ſometimes graciouſly 


invited by the ſquire, where he fits at an humble diſtance z 


if he gets the love of his people, they often make him little 


uſeful preſents; he is happy by being born to no higher 


expectation; for, he is uſually the ſon of ſome ordinary 
tradeſman, or middling farmer, His learning is much of 
a ſize with his birth and education; no more of either, 
than what a poor hungry /ervitor can be expected to bring 
with him from his college. It would be tedious to ſhew 
the reverſe of all this in our diſtant poorer pariſhes through 
molt parts of Ireland, wherein every reader may make the 


compariſon, - * 
Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, the Honourable <4 of Commons may conſider, 
whether the ſcheme of multiplying beggarly clerg ymen 
through the whole kingdom, who muſt all have votes for 
chuſing parliament-men (provided they can prove their 
freeholds to be worth 40s. per annum, ultra repriſa;), 
may not, by their numbers, have great influence upon e. 
lectiont; being entirely under the dependence of their hi- 
ſhops. For by a moderate computation, after all the di- 
viſions and ſubdiviſions of pariſhes, that my Lords the Bi. 
ſhops have power to make by their new laws, there will, 
as ſoon as the preſent ſet of clergy goes off, be raiſed an 
army of eccle/iaſtical militants able enough for any kind 
of ſervice, except that of the altar, 

1 am indeed in ſome concern about a fund for building 

a thouſand or two churches, wherein theſe probationers 
may read their all- lectures; and begin to doubt they 
mult be contented with harms; which barns will be one 
great advancing ſtep towards an accommodation with our 
true Proteſtant brethren, the Diſſenters. 
The ſcheme of encouraging c/erg.ymer to build houſes 
by dividing a living of 500 J. a- year into ten parts is a 
contrivance, the meaning whereof hath got on the wrong 
ſide of my comprehenſion ; unleſs it may be argued, that 
 bi/hops build no honſes, becauſe they are ſo rich; and 
therefore the inferior clergy will certainly build, if you 
reduce them to beggary, But I knew a very rich man 

of quality in England. who could never be perſuaded to 

ij . Keep a ſervant out of /zvery ; becauſe ſuch ſervants would 
be expenſive, and apt in time to lock like gentlemen ; 
whereas the others were ready to ſubmit to the baſeſt of- 
fices, and at a cheaper pennyworth might increaſe his re- 

tinue. | X 

| I hear, it is the opinion of many wiſe men, that before 

wi theſe bills paſs both houſes, they ſhould be ſent back 

* England with the following clauſes inſerted. | 


ww OSS” IRS Oe EB EIT. 


| Firſt, that whereas there may be about a dozen double 

1  Giſhoprics in Ireland, thoſe bi/hoprics ſhould be ſplit and 

given to different perſons ;- and thoſe of a ſingle denomi- 

| nation be alſo divided into two, three, or four parts, 28 

od! occaſion ſhall require; otherwiſe there may be a queſtion 

| ſtarted, Whether twenty-two frelates can effectually 5 
te 
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tend their paternal care and unlimited power, for the pro- 
tection and correction of ſo great a number of ſpiritual /ub- 
jeh. But this propoſal will meet with ſuch furious ob- 
jections, that I ſhall not inſiſt upon it: for I well remem- 
ber to have read, what a terrible fright the /rops were in, 
upon a report, that the ſun was going to marry, 

Another clauſe ſhould be, that none of theſe twenty, 
thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may be ſuffered to marry - 
under the penalty of immediate deprivation; their mar- 
riages declared null, and their children Laſtards : for 
ſome deſponding people take the kingdom to be in no 
condition of encouraging ſo numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third clauſe will be neceſſary, that theſe humble gen- 
try ſhould be abſolutely diſqualified from giving votes in 
rlectiont for parliamemt-men. 8 

Others add a fourth; which is a clauſe of indulgence, 
that theſe reduced divine: may be permitted to follow any 
lawful ways of living, which will not call them too often 
or too far from their ſpiritual offices: (for, unleſs I miſ- 
apprehend, they are ſuppoſed to have epi/copdl ording- 
tion). For example, they may be lappers of linen, bai- 
liffs of the manor ; they may let blood, or apply plaiſters 
for three miles round: they may get a diſpenſation to hold 
the cleriſhip and ſexton/hip of their own pariſh in com- 
mendam. Their wives and daughters may make ſhirts for 
the neighbourhood ; or, if a harruct be near, for the /o/- 
diers : in linen countries they may caru and ſpin, and keep 
a few looms in the houſe: they may let lodgings, and ſell 
à pot of ale · without doors, but not at home, unleſs to ſo- 
ber company, and at regular hours. It is by ſome thought 
a little hard, that in an affair of the laſt conſequence to 
the very being of the clergy in the points of liberty and 
property, as well as in their abilities to perform their du- 
ty, this whole Reverend body, who are the eſtabliſhed in- 
ſtructors of the nation in Chriſtianity and moral virtues, 
and are the only perſons Sncerned, ſhould be the ſole 
perſons not conſulted. Let any ſcholar ſhew the · like pre- 


cedent in Chriſtendom for twelve hundred years paſt. An 


act of pafliament for ſettling or ſelling an eſtate in a pri - 

vate family is never paſſed, until all parties give conſent. 

mo in the preſent caſe, the whole body of · the ciergy is. 
5 OL, III. 8 | Reel 
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as themſelves, apprehend, determined to utter ruin without 
once expecting or aſking their opinion; and this by a ſcheme 
contrived only by one part of the convecation, while the 
other part which hath been choſen in the uſual forms, 
wants only the regal permiſhon to aſſemble, and conſult a. 
bout the affairs of the church, as their predeceſſors have 
always done in former ages; where it is preſumed, the 
lower houſe hath a power of propoſing canons and a nega- 
tive voice, as well as the upper. And God forbid (ſay 
theſe objectors) that there ſhould be a real ſeparate intereſt 
between the biſhops and clergy, any more than there is 
. between' a man and his wife, a king and his people, or 
CHRIST and his church, f 
It ſeems there is a proviſion in the bill, that no pariſh 
hall be cut into ſcraps without the conſent of ſeveral per- 
ſons, who can be no ſufferers in the matter; but I can» 
not find that the clergy lay much weight on this caution; 
. becauſe they argue, that the very perſons from whom 
-theſe bills took their riſe, will have the greateſt ſhare in 
the deciſion, _ | I 
I do not by any means conceive the crying ſin of the 
clergy in this kingdom to be that of non ręſidence. Iam 
ſure, it is many degrees leſs ſo here than in England; 
unleſs the poſſeſſion of pluralities may paſs under that name; 
and if this be a fault, it is well known to whom it muſt be 
imputed: I believe upon a fair inquiry (and J hear an in- 
quiry is to be made) they will appear to be moſt pardonably 
few; eſpecially, conſidering how many parithes have not 
an inch of glebe, and how difficult it is upon any reaſon- 
able terms to find a place of habitation, And therefore, 
God knows, whether my Lords the Biſhops will be ſoon 
able to convince the c/ergy, or thoſe who have any regard 
for that venerable body, that the chief motive in their 
. Lord/hips minds by procuring theſe bills was to prevent the 
ſin of nau-reſidence; while the univerſal opinion of almoſt 
every clergyman in the kinglom, without diſtinction of 
party taking in even thoſe who are not likely to be ſuffer- 
+ - ers, ſtands directly againſt them. |; 

Ik ſome livings in the north may be juſtly thought too 
large a compaſs of land, which makes it inconvenient for 
the remoteſt inhabitants to attend the ſervice of the * 

Np . N 


oe 


leeds of all honeſt emulation, the legal parent of the great- 
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which in ſome inſtances may be true, no reaſonable clergy 
man would oppoſe a proper remedy by particular acts of 

liament, i == 

Thus, for inſtance, the deavery of Down, a country- 
deanery, I think, without a cathedral, depending wholly 
upon an union of pariſhes joined together in a time when 
the land lay waſte and thinly inhabited; ſince thoſe cir- 
cumſtances are ſo prodigiouſly changed for the better, may 
properly be leſſened, leaving a decent competency to the 
Dean, and placing rectoriet in the remaining churches, . 
which are now ſerved. only by ſtipendiary curates. 

The caſe may be probably the ſame in other parts : and; 
ſuch a proceeding. diſcreetly managed would be truly for- 
the good of the church. 

For it is to be obſerved; that the dean and chapter lands, 
which, in England, were all ſeized under the fanatic uſur- 
pation, are things unknown in Ireland, having been long 
raviſhed from the church by a ſucceſſion of confuſions, and 
tithes applied in their ſtead to ſupport that eccleſiaſtical 


The late * Arcbbiſbap of Dublin had a very different? 
way of encouraging the £/ergy of his:dioceſe e $ 
when a leaſe had run out ſeven years or moſ, be ſtipu - 
lated with the tenant to reſign up twenty or thirty acres to 
the miniſter of the pariſh here it lay convenient, without 
leſſening his former rent; and with no great abatement of 
the fine; and this he did in the parts near Dublin, where 
land is at the higheſt rates, leaving a ſmall chiefry for tbe 
miniſter to pay, hardly a {xxthipart-of the value. I doubt 
not, that almoſt every Bi in the kingdom may do the 
ſame generous act with leſs damage to their ſees, than his 
late Grace of Dublin; much of whoſe lands were out in 
fee · farms, or leaſes for lives; and I am ſorry that the good 
example of ſuch a pre/ate hath not been followet. 

But a great majority of the clerg y's friends cannot hi- 
therto reconcile themſelves to this project; which they 
call a /evelling principle, that mult inevitably root out the 


elt virtue and moſt generous actions among men; but which, . 
in the general opinion, (for I do not pretend to offer my 


* The Right Reverend Dr William King. 
S.2.. own), 
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own), will never more have room to exert itſelf in the 
breaſt of any c/erg yman whom this kingdom fhall produce. 

But whether the conſequences of theſe bills may, by 
the virtues and frailties of future b;/hops ſent over hither 
to rule the church, terminate in good or evil, I ſhall not 
preſume to determine, ſince God can work the former out 
of the latter. However, one thing I can venture to aſſert ; 
that from the earlieſt ages of Chriſtianity to the minute l 


am now writing, there never was a precedent of ſuch a 


proceeding, much leſs was it to be feared, hoped, or appre- 
hended from ſuch hands in any Chriſtian country; and ſo 


it may paſs for more than a phenix; becauſe it hath riſen 


without any aſſiſtance from the a/Þes of its fire. 

The appearance of ſo many Di/enters at the hearing of 
this cauſe is what, 1 am told, hath not been charged to 
the account of their prudence or moderation; becauſe 
that action hath been cenſured as a mark of #riumph and 
inſult before the vidory is complete: ſince neither of 


theſe bills bath yet paſſed the houſe of Commons, and ſome 
Are pleaſed to think it not impoſſible that they may be 
rejected. Neither do I hear, that there is an enacting 


clauſe in either of the bills to apply any part of the divi- 
ded or ſubdivided tithes towards . of 
the ſectariet. So that theſe gentlemen ſeem to be grati 
fed like him, who, after having been kicked down ſtait, 
2 comfort, when he ſaw his friend kicked down after 
m. . 5 e 

I have heard many more objections againſt ſeveral par- 
ticulars of both theſe bills; but they are of ſo high a nature, 
and carry ſuch dreadful innuendoes, that I dare not men- 
tion them, reſolving to give no offence, becauſe I well know 
how obnoxious I have long been (although 1 conceive 
without any fault of my own) to the zeal and principles of 
thoſe who place all difference in opinion concerning pu- 
blic matters to the ſcore of di/affedtion ; whereof I am at 
leaſt as innocent as the loudeſt of my detradors. 


Dublin, Feb. 24. 
1 7 31 22. 


* They were reicted in the houſe of Commons by à great ma- 
jority. Hawkef. 2 | A 


Y wv nw WO OD 5 oj 5 oe. 


AP&oPOSAL for an AcT of PARLIAMENT, to pay 
off the Dr of the nation, without taxing - 
the ſubject; by which the number of landed 
gentry will be eonſiderably increaſed, and no 

erſon will be the poorer, or contribute one 
arthing to the charge . | 


Written in the year 1732. 


THE debts: contracted ſome years paſt ſor the ſervice 
and ſafety of the: uation are grown fo great, that 
under our preſent. diſtreſſed condition by the want of trade, 
the great remĩittances to pay abſentees, regiments ſerving 
abroad, and many other [drains of money well enough -- 
known aud felt, the kingdom 'feems:akogether unable to- 
diſcharge them by the common methods of payment: and 
either a p or lan tax would be too odious to think of, 
eſpecially the latter; becauſe the lands, which have been 
let for theſe: ten or dozen years paſt, were raiſed ſo high, 
that the owner can at preſent hardly receive any rent at all. 
For it is the uſual practice of an Iriſh tenant, rather than 
want land, to offer more for a farm than he knows he can 


de ever able to pay; and in that. caſe he grows deſperate, 
and pays nothing at afl. So that a land. tan. upon a rack- 
ed eſtate would be a burthen wholly infupportable;. . 


The queſtion will then be, How theſe national debts ean 


be paid; and how. can make good the ſeveral particulars 


— my propoſal? which. I ſhall now lay open to the pu- 
lic. F 

The revenues of their Graces and Lordſfips the Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops of this kingdom (excluding the ſines) 


do amount by a moderate computatiom co 26,800 J. per 


ann, I mean the rents which. the biſhops receive from 


* The reader will perceĩ ve the following treatiſe to be altogether 


83 their 
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their tenants. But the real value of thoſe lands at à full 
rent, taking the ſeveral fees one with another, is reckon- 
ed to be at leaft three fourths more; ſo that, multiplying 
36,800 J. by 4, the full rent of all the biſhops lands will 
amount to 147, 200 J. per ann. from which ſubtracting the 
preſent rent received by their Lordſhips, that is, 36,8001, 
the profits of the lands received by the firſt and fecond te- 
nants, (who both have great bargains), will riſe to the ſum 
of 110,400 J. per ann.: which lands, if they were to 
be ſold at twenty-two years purchaſe, would raiſe a ſum of 
2,428,800 /. reſerving to the biſhops their preſent-rents, 
only excluding fines, * 

Of this. ſum, I propoſe, that out of the one half, which 
amounts to 1,214,400 J. ſo much be applied, as will en- 
tirley diſcharge the debts'of the nation; and the remain: 
der be laid up in the treafury to- ſupply contingencies, as 
well as to diſcharge ſome of our heavy. taxes,. until the 
kingdom ſhall be in a better condition. Rt 

But whereas the preſent ſet of biſhops would be great 
Joſers. by. this ſcheme for want of their fines ; which would 
be hard treatment to ſuch religious, loyal, and deſerving 
perſonages .; I have therefore E apart the other half to 
tupply that defect, which it will more than ſufficiently do. 

A bilhop's leaſe for the full term is reckoned to be worth 
eleven years purchaſe ;-but if we take the biſhops round, 
1 ſuppoſe there may be four years of each leaſe elapſed; 
and many of the biſhops being well ſtricken in years, I 
cannot. think their lives round to be worth more than ſeven 
years-purchaſe; ſo that the purchaſers may very well afford 
fifteen years-purchaſe for the reverſion, eſpecially by one 
great additional. advantage, which I ſhall ſoon. mention. 

This ſum of 2,428,800 J. muſt likewife be ſunk very 
_ eonliderably ; becauſe the lands are to be ſold only at fl - 
teen years purchaſe, and this leſſens the ſum to about 
. 1,656,000 J.; of which I propoſe twelve hundred thou- 
fand pounds to be applied partly for the payment of the 
national. debt, and partly as a fund for future exigencies; 
and the remaining 45 6, ooo J. I propoſe as a fund for pay- 
_ ing the preſent ſet of biſhops. their fines ; which it will a- 
bundantly do, and. a great. part remain as an addition ta the 
xwblic ſtock. | 

Although 


=, & =& 4 - ' CD ben 5 _ws 


ww 


a a 5 + I-. 


TT Fo 5 ww » +» 5+ Oy Ki Fe / 


gradation be wiſely made, almoſt the whole ſet of biſhops 
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Although the biſhops round do not in reality receive 
three fines apiece, which take up 21 years, yet I allow it 
to be ſo; but then I will ſuppoſe them to take but one 
year's rent in recompenſe of giving them ſo large a term of 
life; and thus multiplying 36,800 by 3, the product will 
be only 3 10,400 J. ſo that above three fourths will remain 
to be applied to public uſe. ' [4 

If I have made wrong computations, I hope to be excu- 
ſed as a ſtranger to the kingdom; which I never ſaw till I 
was called to an employment, and yet where I intend to 
paſs the reſt of my days; but I took care to get the beſt 
informations I could, and from the moſt proper perfons ; 
however the miſtakes I may have been guilty of will very little 
affect the main of my propoſal ; although they ſhould cauſe 
2 difference of one hundred thoufand pounds more or leſs. 
. Theſe fines are only to be paid to the biſhop during his 
incumbency in the ſame fee: if he change it for a bet- 
ter, the purchaſers of the vacant ſee lands are to come im- 
mediately into poſſeſſion of the ſee he ham left; and both 
the biſhop who is removed, and he who comes into his 
place, are to have no more fines ; for the removed biſhop 
will find his account by a larger revenue; and the other 


| ſee will find candidates enough, For the law-maxim will 


here have place, Caveat emptor ; I mean, the perſons who 
ſucceed may chuſe whether they will accept or no, 
As to the purchaſers, they will probably be tenants to- 
the ſee, who are already in poſſeſhon, and can afford ts 
give more than any other bidder. | | 
I will further explain myſelf, If a perſon already a 
biſhop be removed into a richer ſee, he muſt be content 
with the bare revenues without any fines ; and fo muſt he 
who comes into a biſhopric. vacant by death: and this wilt 
bring the matter ſooner to bear; which, if the crown ſhall 


think fit. to countenance, will ſoon change the preſent ſet 
of biſhops; and conſequently encourage purchaſers of their 


lands, For example : If a primate ſhould die, and the- 


might be changed in a month, each to his great advantage, 
although no fines were to be got; and thereby ſave a great 
part of that ſum- which. I. have. appropriated towards ſup- 
plying the deficiency of fines.. / k 


— 
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Thhave valued the "biſhops lands two years purchaſe 2. 
bove the uſual ed rate, becauſe thoſe lands will have 
a ſanction from the Kang and council in England, and be 
confirmed by an act of parliament here: beſides, it is well 
known, that higher prices are given every day fot worſe 
lands, at the wana diſtances, - and-at-rack-rents, which 
I take to be occafioned-by want of trade: whenithere are 
few / botrowers, and the little money in private hands lying 
dead, there is no other way to diſpoſe of it, but in buy- 
ing:of land; which conſequently makes the owners hold 
it ſo high. 

Beſides paying the nation's debts, the ſale of cheſe land; 
would have many other good effects upon the nation. It 
will conſiderably increuſe the number of gentry, where the 
biſhops tenams are not · able or willing to purchaſe; for the 
lands will afford an hundred gentlemen a good revenue to 
each: ſeveral perſons from England will probably be glad 


to come over hither, and be the buyers, rather than give 
thirty years purdbhaſe at home under the loads of taxes for 


ihe public and the poor, as well as repairs'; by which 


means much money maybe brought among us; and proba- 


bly ſome of the purchaſers 'themſelves may be content to 
live cheap in a worſe countty, rather than de at the charge 
of exchange and agencies; and perhaps of von JOY 
in abſence, if they let their lands too high. 

This propoſal will alſo multiply! farmers, when the pur- 
chaſers will have lands in their own power-to gixe· long and 
eaſy leaſes to induſtrious huſbandmen. 


1 have allowed-fome. biſhoprics, of equal income, to be 
of more or leſs value to the purchaſer, according as they 
are circumſtanced. For inſtance : The lands of the prima - 


ey and ſome other fees are let ſo low, tlrat they hardly pay 


a fifth penny of the real value to the biſhop, and thete the 
ines are the greater. On the contrary, the ſees of Meath 
and Clonferr confiſting, as I am told, much of tithes, - 
'thoſe tithes are annually let to the tenants without any 
'fines. So the ſee of Dublin is ſaid to have many fee farms 


which pay no'fines ; and ſome leaſes for kves, which pay 
very little, and not ſo ſoon nor ſo duly. 
I cannot but be confident, that their Graces my NY 
the Archbiſhops, and my Lords the Biſhops, will beartily 
join 
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join in this propoſal out of gratitude to his late and pre- 
ſent Majeſty, the beſt of kings, who have beſtowed on 
them ſuch high and opulent (tations ; as well as in pity to 
this country, which is now become their own ; whereby 
they will be inſtrumental towards paying the nation's debts 
without impoveriſhing themſelves z enrich an hundred gen- 
tlemen as well as free them from dependency ; and thus re- 
move that envy, which is apt to fall upon their Graces and 
Lordſhips from conſiderable perſons, whoſe birth and for · 
tunes rather qualify them to be lords of manors, than ſer- 
vile dependents upon churchmen, however dignified or dif- 
tioguiſhed, | | 


If I do not flatter' myſelf, there could not be any hw 


more popular than this. For the immediate tenants to bi- 
ſhops, being ſome of them perſons of quality and good e- 
ſtates, and more of them grown up to be gentlemen. by 
the profits of theſe very leaſes under a ſucceſſion of bi- 
ſhops, think it a diſgrace to be ſubject both to rents and 


fines at the pleaſure of their landlords. Then, the bulk 


of the tenants, eſpecially the di/enters, who ate our true 
loyal Proteſtant brethren, look upon it both as an unnatu- 
ral and iniquitous thing, that biſhops ſhould be owners of 
land at all, (wherein I beg to differ frgm them), being a 
point ſo contrary to the practice of the apoſtles, whoſe ſuc- 
ceſſors they are deemed to be; and who, although they 
were contented that land ſhould be ſold for the common 
uſe of the brethren, yet would not buy it themſelves ; but 
had it laid at their feet to be diſtributed to poor proſelytes. 

I will add one word more ; that by ſuch a wholeſome 
law all the oppreſſions felt by under-tenants of church-lea- 
ſes, which are now laid on the biſhops, would entirely be 
prevented, by their Graces and Lordſhips conſenting to 
have their lands ſold for payment of the nation's debts ; 


greſerving only the preſent rent for their own plentiful and 


h | | 
WT beg lates to a0 one particular ; 1hkt "when Leads bf 


onourable ſupport. 


a bill (as I find the ſtyle runs in this kingdom) ſhall be 

brought in for forming this propoſal into a law, I ſhould 

humbly offer, that there. might be a power given to every 

bilbop, except thoſe who reſide in Dublin, for applying Line 
. hun 
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hundred acres of profitable land, that lies neareft his pa- 
lace, as a demeſne for the convenience of his family, 

I know very well that this ſcheme hath been much talk. 
ed of for ſome time paſt, and is in the thoughts of many 
patriots ; neither was it pr mine, although I fell rea- 
dily into it, when it was firſt communicated to me. 

Although I am almoſt a perfect ſtranger in this kingdom; 
yet ſince I have accepted an employment here of ſome con- 
ſequence as well as profit, I cannot but think myſelf in du- 
ty bound to conſult the intereſt of people, among whom 
I have been ſo well received. And if I can be any way 
inſtrumental towards contributing to reduce this excellent 
propoſal into a law, (which being not in the leaſt injurious 
to England will, I am confident, meet with no oppoſition 
from that fide), my ſincere endeavours to ſerve this church 
and kingdom will be well rewarded. 
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An Exa MINATION of certain ABusEs, Con- 


RUPTIONS, and ENORMITIES, in the city 
of DUBLIN. | p 


Written in the year 1732. 


Nut is held more commendable in all great cities, 
eſpecially the metropolis of a kingdom, than what 
the French call the police: by which word is meant the 
government thereof, to prevent the many diſorders occa- 
ſioned by great numbers of people and carriages, eſpecially 
through narrow ſtreets, In this government our famous 
city of Dublin is ſaid to be very defective, and univerſally 
complained of. Many wholeſome laws have been enacted 
to correct thoſe abuſes, but are ill executed; and many 
more are wanting; which I hope the united wiſdom of the 


nation (whereof ſo many good effects have already appear- 


ed this ſeſſion) will ſoon take into their profound conſide - 


ration. e 
As I have been always watchful over the good of mine 


own country, and particularly for that of our renowned 


city, where ( ab/it iavidia ) I had the honour to draw my 
firſt breath; I cannot have a minute's eaſe or patience to 
forbear enumerating ſome of the greateſt enormities, abuſes, 
and corruptions ſpread almoſt through every part of Du- 
blin; and propoſing ſuch remedies, as I hope the legiſlature 

ill approve of. | | | 

The narrow compaſs to which I have confined myſelf 
in this paper, will allow me only to touch the moſt im- 
portant defects; and ſuch as I think ſeem to require the 
molt ſpeedy redreſs. 

And fall perhaps there was never known a wiſer in- 
ſtitution, than that of allowing certain perſons of both 


ſexes in large and populous cities to cry through the ſtreets 


many neceſſaries of life: it would be endleſs to recount 
the conveniencies which our city enjoys by this uſeful in- 


vention ; and particularly ſtrangers forced hither by _ 
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neſs, who reſide here but a ſhort time: for theſe, having 
* aſually but little money, and being wholly ignorant of the 
town, might at an eaſy price purchaſe a tolerable dinner, 
if the ſeveral criers would pronounce the names of the 
they have to ſell in any tolerable language. And 
therefore, until our law-makers ſhall think it proper to in- 
terpbſe ſo far as to make thoſe traders pronounce their 
words in ſuch terms, that a plain Chriſtian hearer may 
comprehend what is cried, I would adviſe all new comers 
to look out at their garret-windows, and there ſee whether 
the thing that is cried be tripes or flummery, butter-mill 
or cow-heels, For as things are now managed, how is it 
poſſible for an honeſt countryman juſt arrived to find out 
what is meant, for inſtance, by the following words, with 
which his ears are conſtantly ſtunned twice a-day, ug. 
_ Jugs, and porringers, up in the garret, and down in th: 
.cellar ; I ſay, how is it poſſible for any ſtranger to under- 
ſtand, that this jargon is meant as an invitation to buy a 
farthing's worth of milk for his'breakfaft or Tupper, unleſs 
his curioſity draws bim to the window, or until his land- 
lady ſhall inform him? I produce this only as one inſtance 
among a hundred much worſe, I mean, where the words 
make a ſound wholly inarticulate, which give ſo much 
Aiſturbance, and fo little information. bl 
The affirmation ſolemnly made in the cry of 4erring: 
is directly againſt all truth and probability; herrings alive, 
alive here: the very proverb will convince us of this; for 
what is more. frequent in ordinary ſpeech, -than to ſay of 
ſome neighbour for whom the paſling+bell rings, that he i. 
dead as a'berring ? And pray how is it poſſible, that a | 
herring, which, as philo/ephers obſerve, cannot live longer 
than one minute three ſeconds and a half out of water, 
ſhould bear a voyage in open boats from Howth to Dublin, 
be toſſed into twenty hands, and preſerve its life in ſieves 
for ſeveral hours? nay, we have witneſſes ready to pro- 
duce, that many thouſands of theſe herrirps, fo impudent- 
Iy aſſerted to be alive, have been a day and a night upon 
dry land. But this is not the worſt. What can we think 
of t1oſe impious wretches, who dare in the face of the 
| Fun vouch the very ſame affirmative of their ſalmon, and 
cry falmen alive, alive? whereas; if you call the * 
| ' | W 
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who cries it, ſhe is not aſhamed to turn back her mantle, - 
and ſhew you this individual /- cut into a dozen 
pieces. I have given good advice to theſe infamous diſ- 
gracers of their ſex and calling, without the leaſt appear- 
ance of remorſe, and fully againſt the convictibn of their 
own conſciences; I have mentioned this grievance, to ſe- 
veral of our pariſh miniſters; but all in vain: fo that it 
mult continue, until the government ſhall think fit to in- 
e. a 
There is another cry, which, from the ſtricteſt obſerva- 
tion | can make, appears to be very modern, and it is that 
of ſweet hearts * ; and is plainly intended for a reflection 
upon the female ſex; as if there were at preſent ſo great 
a dearth of lovers, that the women, inſtead of receiving 
preſents from men, were now forced to offer. money to 
purchaſe ſweet hearts, Neither am I ſure, that this cry 
doth not glance at ſome diſaffection againſt the govern- 
ment; inſinuating, that while ſo many of our troops are 
engaged in foreign ſervice, and ſuch a great number of our 
gallant officers conſtantly reſide in England, the ladies are 
forced to take up with parſont and attorneys : but this is 
a moſt unjuſt reflection, as may ſoon be proved by any 
perſon who frequents the caſtle, our public walks, our balls 
and aſſemblies; where the crouds of foupees + were never 


4 known to ſwarm as they do at preſent. 
% There is a cry peculiar to this city, which I do net re- 
f member to have been uſed in London; or at lealt, not in 


the ſame terms that it hath been practiſed by both parties, 
during each of their power, but very unjuſtly by the Tortes. 
While theſe were at the helm, they grew daily more and 
more impatient to put all true #higs and Hanoverians out 
of employments : to effect which, they hired certain or- 


dinary fellows with large baſkets on their ſhoulders to call 
. aloud at every houſe, Dirt to carry out; giving that deno- 


a, mination to our whole party; as if they would ſignify, 
that the kingdom could never be cleanſed, until we were 
_ fwept from the earth like rubbiſh. But ſince that happy 


* A ſort of ſagar-cakes in the ſhape of hearts. | 

+ A new name for a modern periwig with a long black tail, 
and for its owner; now in fathion, Dec. 1: 1733. 

Vor. III. * | turn 
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- turn of times, when we were ſo miraculouſly preſerved by 
juſt an inch from Popery, ſlavery, maſſacre, and the pre. 
render, I muſt own it is prudence in us ſtill to go on with 
the ſame cry; which hath ever ſince been ſo eſſectually ob- 
ſerved, that the true political dirt is wholly removed, and 
thrown on its proper dunghills, there to corrupt and be ng 
more heard of, 

But to proceed to other enormities : Every perſon who 
walks the ſtreets, muſt needs obſerve an immenſe number 
of human excrements at the doors and ſteps of waſte houſes, 
and at the ſides of every dead wall; for which the diſaffect - 
ed party hath aſſigned a very falſe and malicious cauſe ; 
they would have it, that theſe heaps were laid there pri- 
vately by Britiſh fundaments to make the world believe, 
that our Iriſh vulgar do daily eat and drink; and conſe- 
quently that the .clamour of poverty among us muſt be 
falſe, proceeding only from Jacobites and Papiſis. They 
would confirm this by pretending to obſerve, that a Britiſh 
anus being more narrowly perforated than one of our own 
country, and many of theſe excrements, upon a ſtrict view, 
appearing couple-crowned with a point like a cone or py- 
ramid, are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the Hibernian, which 
lie much flatter and with leſs continuity. I communicated 
this conjecture to an eminent phyſician, who is well verſed 
in ſach profound ſpeculations; and at my requeſt was 
Pleaſed to make trial with each of his fingers, by thruſting 
them into the anus of ſeveral perſons of both nations, and 
p ofefſed he could find no ſuch difference between them as 
thoſe i}I-diſpoſed people alledge. On the contrary, he 

aſſured me, that much the greater number of narrow ca- 
vities were of Hibernian origin. This I only mention, to 
ſhew how ready the Jacobites are to lay hold of any han- 
dle to expreſs their malice againſt the government, I had 
almoſt forgor to add, that' my friend the phyſician could 
by ſmelling each finger diſtinguſh the Hibernian excrement 
from the Britiſh, and was not above twice miſtaken 1n an 
hundred experiments; upon which he intends very ſoon to 
pubiiſh a learned diſſertation. | 

There is a'diverſion in this city, which uſually begins 

amoi g the butchers ; but is often continued by a ſucceſ- 


ſion of other people through many ſtreets; it is called the 
OT”  COSSING 
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COSSING of a dog: and I may juſtly number it among 
our corruptions, The ceremony is thus: A ſtrange dog 
happens to paſs through a fleſh-market ; whereupon an ex- 
pert butcher immediately cries in a loud voice and the pro- 
tone, Ce, cofs, ſeveral times, The fame word is 
repeated by the people. The dog, who perfeQly ander- 
ſtands the terms of art, and conſequently. the danger he 
is in, immediately flies. The people, and even his own 
brotber- animali, purſue: the purſuit and cry attend him 
perhaps half a mile; he is well worried in his flight; and 
ſometimes hardly eſcapes. This our ill-wiſhers of the 
Jacobite kind ave pleaſed to call a perſccution; and affirm, 
that it always falls upon dogs of the Tory principle. But 
we can well defend ourſelyes by juſtly alledging, that, 
when they were uppermoſt, they treated our dogs full as 
inhumanely. As to my own part, who have in former 
times often attended theſe proce/ſions, although I can very 
well diſtinguiſh: between a Whig and Tory dog, yet I never 
carried my refentment very far from a party-principle, ex- 
cept it were againſt certain malicious dogs, who molt diſ- 
covered their enmity againſt us in the wor of times . And. 
I remember too well, that in the wicked miniſtry of the 
Earl of Oxford a large maſtiff of our party, being unmcrs 
cifully coed, ran without thinking between my legs, as 
was coming up Fiſhamble-ſtreet; and as am of low ſta- 
ture with very ſhort legs, bore me riding backwards down 
the kill for above two hundred yards : and although I made 
uſe of his tail for a bridle, holding it faſt with both my 
hands, and clung my legs as cloſe to his ſides as I could; 
yet we both came down together into the middle of the 
kennel; where after rolling three or four times over each 
other, I got. up with much ado amidſt the ſhouts and huz- 
zas of a * malicious Jacobitet. I cannot indeed 
but gratefully acknowledge, that for this and many other? 


— and ſufferings + 1 bave been ſince more than over - 


pai | | 
This adventure may perhaps have put me out of love 


»A cant word uſed by the Whigs for the four laſt years of 

Queen Anne's reign, during the Earl of Oxford's miniſtry. 
See the apology for the Tale of a Tub, vol. 1. ww 
KI 4 with 


224 AN EXAMINATION OF ABUSES, &c. 


with the diverſion of coſing, which I confeſs myſelf an e. 
nemy to, unleſs we could always be ſure of diſtinguiſhing 
Tory dogs ; whereof great numbers have ſince been ſo pru- 
dent, as entirely to change their principles, and are now 
juſtly eſteemed the beſt avorriers of their fo: ner friends. 

I am aſſured, and partly know, that all the chimney. 
ſweepers boys, where members of parliament chiefly lodge, 
are hired by eur enemies to ſculk in the tops of chimneys 
with their heads no higher than will juſt permit them to 
Jook round ; and at the uſual hours when members are go- 
ing to the houſe, if they ſee a coach ſtand near the lodging 
of any loyal member, they call, Coach, coach, as loud as 
they can bawl, juſt at the inſtant when the footman begins 
to give the ſame call. And this is chiefly done on thoſe 
days when any point of importance is to be debated. This 
' practice may be of very dangerous conſequence z for theſe 
boys are all hired by enemies to the government ; and thus, 
Þy the abſence of a few members for 2 few minures, a que- 
{tion may be carried againſt the true intere/t of the king- 
dom, and very probably not without an eye towards the 
pretender. - 

1 have not obſerved: the wit and fancy of this town fo 
nch emvloved in any one article, as that of contriving va · 
riety of ſigns to hang over houſes, where punch is to be fold, 
The bowl is repreſented full of punch, the ladle ſtands 
erect in the middle, ſupported ſometimes by one and ſome- 
times by two animals, whoſe feet reſt upon the edge of the 
bowl. Theſe animals are ſometimes one black ion, and 
ſometimes a couple; ſometimes a ſingle eagle, and ſome · 
times a ſpread one; and we often meet a crow, a ſiwan, 4 
bear, or a cock, in the ſame poſture, | 5 

Now, 1 cannot find how any of theſe animals either ſe- 
parate or in conjunction are, properly ſpeaking, fit emblems 
or embelliſhments to advance the ſale of punch. Beſides, 
it is agreed among naturaliſts, that no brute can endure 
the talte of ſtrong liquor, except where he hath been uſed 
to it from his infancy ; and conſequently it is againſt all 
the rules of hieroglyph to aſſign thoſe animals as patrons or 
protectors of, panch, For in that cafe we ought to ſup- 
poſe, that the hoſt keeps always ready the real bird or 


beaft, whereef the picture hangs over his door, to enter- 
| . tan 
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tain his gueſts ; which however to my knowledge is not 
true in fact; not one of thoſe birds being a proper com- 
panion for a Chriſtian, as to aiding and aſſiſting in making 
the punch, For as they are drawn upon the ſign, they ane 
much more likely to mute, or ſhed their feathers into the 
liquor. Then as to the bear, he is too terrible, awkward, 
and ſlovenly a companion to converſe with; neither are 
any of them all handy enough to fill liquor to the com- 
pany ; I do therefore vehemently ſuſpe& a plot intended 
againſt the government by theſe devices, For although the 
read. eagle be the arms of Germany, upon which account 
it may poſſibly be a lawful Proteſtant ſign, yer I who am 
very ſuſpicious of fair outſides in a matter which ſo near- 
ly concerns our welfare, cannot bur call to mind, that the 
pretender's wife is ſaid to be of German birth; and that 
many Popi/h princes in ſo vaſt an extent of land are reported 
to excel both at making and drinking punch: beſides it is 


plain, that the ſpread eagle exhibits to us the perfect figure. 


of a croſ7 ; which is a badge of Popery. Then as to the cock, 
he is well known to repreſent the French nation, our old and 


dangerous enemy. The ſwan, who muſt of neceſſity co- 


ver the entire bowl with his wings, can be no other than 
the Spaniard, who endeavours to ingroſs all the treaſures 
of the Indies to himſelf. The lion is indeed the common 
emblem of royal power, as well as the arms of England; 
but to paint him black is perfect Jacobitiſiu, and a manifeſt 
type of thoſe who blacken the actions of the beſt princes, 


It is not eaſy to diſtinguiſh, whether that other fowl paint 


ed over the panch-bow! be a crow or a raten. It is true, 
they have both been ominous birds: but I rather take it 
to be the former; becauſe it is the diſpoſition of a crow 
to pick out the eyes of other creatures; and often even of 
Chriſtians, after they are dead; and is therefore drawn 
here with a deſign to put the Jacobites in mind of their 
old practice, firſt to lull us aſleep, (which is an emblem of 
death) and then to blind our eyes, that we may not ſee 
their dangerous practices againſt the ſtate. 


To ſpeak my private opinion: The leaſt offenſive picture 


in the whole ſet ſeems to be the bear; becauſe he repre- 
ſents urſa major, or the great bear, who preſides over the 


zorth, where the reformation frſt began; and which, next 


735 to 
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to Britain (including Scotland and the north of Ireland) is 
the great protector of the ?rue Proteſtant religion. But 


however in thoſe ſigns, where J obferve the bear to be 


chained, I cannot help ſarmifing a Jacobite contrivance; 
by which theſe traitors hint an earneſt deſire of uſing all 
true Whigs, as their predeceſſors did the primitive Chri- 
ſtians: I mean, to reprefent us as heart, and then halloo 
their Tory-dogr to bait us to death. | 
Thus I have given a fair account of what I diſtke in all 
the ſigns fer over thoſe houſes that invite us to punch. 
own it was a matter that did not need explaining, being fo 
very obvious to common underſtanding; yet I know not how 
it happens, but merhinks there ſeems a fatal blindneſs to 
overſpread our corporeal eyes, as well as our intellectual; 
and I heartily wiſh, I may be found a falſe prophet, For 


theſe are not bare ſuſpicions, but manifeſt demonſtrations, 


Therefore, away with thefe Popi/h Facobiter, and ido- 
latrous gewgaws. And I heartily wiſh a law were enacted 
under ſevere penglties againſt drinking punch at all; for 
nothing is eaſier, than to prove it a diſaffected liquor: the 
chief ingredients, which are brandy, oranget, and lemons, 
are all ſent us from Popiſh countries; and nothing remains 
of Proteſtant growth but ſugar and water, For as to biſ- 
cuit, which formerly was held a neceſſary ingredient, and 
is truly Britiſh, we find it is entirely rejected. n 

But I will put the truth of my aſſertion paſt all doubt: 1 
mean, that this liquor is by one important innovation 
grown of ill example, and dangerous conſequence to the 
public. It is well known, that by the true original inſti- 
tation of making punch left us by Captain Rateliff, the ſharp- 
neſs is only occaſioned by the juice of ſemont; and ſo con- 
tinued until after the happy revolution. Oranges, alas! 
are a mere innovation, and in à manner but of yeſterday. 

It was the politics of Facobites to introduce them gradual 
Iy; and to what intent? the thing ſpeaks itſelf. It was 
cunningly to ſhe their virulence againſt his Sacred Majeſty 
King William of ever glorious and immortal memory. But 
of late (to ſhew how faſt diſſoyalty increaſeth) they came 
from one to two, and then to three ranges; nay at pre- 
ſent we often ſind punch made all with oranges, and not 


one ſingle lemon. For the Facobites, before the * 
chat 
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that immortal prince, had by a ſuperſtition formed a pri- 
rate prayer, that as they /queezed the orange, fo might: 


that Proteſtant King be ſqueezed to death; according to 
the known ſorcery deſcribed by Virgil; 5 


Limus ut hie dureſcit, et hæc ut cera liqueſcit, ; &c. 


And thus the Romans, when they ſacrificed an ox, uſed this: 
kind of prayer: As { knock down this ox, fo mayſf# thous. O 
Jupiter ! 4nock down. our enemies, Io like manger, aftet 
King William's death, whenever a Zacobite ſqueezed an 
orange, he had a mental curſe upon the glorious memory, and: 
a hearty wiſh for power to. /queeze all his Majeſty's friends 
to death, as he /queezed that orange, which bore one of 
his titles, as he was Prince of Orange. This I do affirm 
for truth, many of that faction having confeſſed it to me 
under an oath of ſecrecy, which however I thought it my: 
duty not to keep, when I ſaw. my dear country in danger. 
But what better can be expected from an impious ſet of 
men, who never ſeruple to drink contus1ow to all cue 
Proteſtants under the name of hig? A moſt unchriſtian- 
and inhuman practice; which,. to our. great honour: and 
comſort, was never charged upon us, even by our met ma- 
licious detradtors, ' [2 | 
The ſign of two angels hovering in the air, and with 
their right hands ſapporting a crown, is met with in ſeve- 
ral parts of this city; and hath often given me great offence-: 
for, whether by the unſkilfulneſs or dangerous principles 
of the painters, (although I have good reafon to ſuſpect the 
latter), thoſe angelt are uſually drawn with ſuch borrid, or 


indeed rather diabolical countenances, that they give great 


offence to every loyal eye, and equal cauſe of triumph to 
the Jacobitets, being a moſt infamous reflection upon our 
able and excellent miniſtry. 

now return to that great enormity: of city - crĩier; moſt 
of which we have borrowed from London. I ſhall con- 
ſider them only in a political view, as they nearly affect 


the peace and — both kingdoms; and baving been 


originally contrived by wicked Machiavels to bring in Pope - 
ry, ſlavery, and arbitrary power by defeating the Prote- 


flant ſucceſſion, and introducing the pretender, ought in 


Juſtice to be here laid open to the world. 
| About 
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About two or three months after the happy revolution, 
all perſons who poſſeſſed any employment or office, in 
church or ſtate, were obliged by an act of parliament to 
take the oaths to King William and Queen Mary : and a 
great number of diſaſſected perſons refuſing to take the ſaid 
oaths from a pretended ſcruple of conſcience, but really 
from a ſpirit of Popery and rebellion, they contrived a plot 
to make the ſwearing to thoſe princes odious in the eyes of 
the people. To this end, they hired certain women of 
ill fame, but loud ſhrill voices, under pretence of ſelling 
fiſh, to go through the ſtreets with ſieves on their heads, 
and cry, Buy my ſoul, buy my ſoul; plainly inſinuating, 
that all thoſe who ſwore to King William, were juſt ready 
to ſell their ſouls for an employment. This cry was re- 
vived at the death of Queen Anne, and, I hear, {till con- 
tinues in London with much offence to all true Proteſtants; 
but to our great happineſs ſeems to be almoſt dropt in Du- 


But becauſe I altogether contemn the diſpleaſure and 
reſentment of high-fliers, Tories, and Facobites, whom! 
look upon to be worſe even than profeſſed Papiſts, I do 
here declare, that thoſe evils which 1 am going to mention 
were all brought in upon us in the wor of times under the 
late Earl of Oxford's adminiſtration, during the four laſt 
years of Queen Anne's reign, That wicked miniſter was 
wniverſally known to be a Papiſt in his beart. He was 
of a moſt avaritious nature, and is ſaid to have died worth 
four millions Sterling, befides his vaſt expenſe in building, 
flatues, plate, jewels, and other coſtly rarities, He was 
of a mean obſcure birth, from the very dregs of the people; 
and ſo illiterate, that he could hardly read à paper at the 
council table. I forbear to touch on his open, profane, pro- 


fligate life ; becauſe ! defire not to rake into the aſhes of 


the dead: and therefore 1 ſhall ot ferve this wiſe maxim, 
De mortuis nil niſi bonum 

This flagitious man, in order to compaſs his black de- 
ſigns, employed certain wicked ioſtrumgnts (which great 
ſtateſmen are never without) to adapt ſeveral London cries 


* The author's meaning is juſt contrary to the literal ſenſe in 
the character of Lord Oxford. Hawhkeſ. 
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in ſuch a manner as would beſt anſwer his ends. And 
whereas it was upon good grounds grievouſly ſuſpected, 
that all places at court were ſold to the higheſt bidder ; 
certain women were employed by his emiſſaries to carry fo 
in baſkets on their heads, and bawl through the ſtreets, Buy 
freſh places, I muſt indeed own that other women u- 
ſed the ſame cry, who were innocent of this wicked deſign, 
aod really ſold fiſh of that denomination to get an honeſt 
livelibood ; but the reſt, who were in the ſecret, although 
they carried fiſh i in their ſieves or baſkets to ſave-appearances, 
yet they had likewiſe a certain ſign,” ſomewhat reſembling 
that of the Yee maſons, which the purchaſers 3 
knew well enough, and were directed by the Nt 
ther they were to reſort and make their 


And 
I remember very well how oddly it looked, dd woe 
court-end of 


ſerved many gentlemen ſinely dreſſed about the 
the town, and as far as Vork - buildings, where the Lord 
Treaſurer Oxford dwelt, calling the women who cried, Bay 
my freſh places, and talking to them in the of a 
ſtreet, until they underſtood each other's fign; But we 
verer could obſerve, that any fiſh was bought. 

Some years before the cries. laſt mentioned, the Duke 
of Savoy was reported to have made certain overtures to 
the court of England for admitting his eldeſt ſon by the 
Ducheſs of Orleans's daughter to ſucceed to the crown, as 
next heir, upon the pretender's being rejected; and that 
ſon was immediately to turn Protefiant. It was confident 
ly reported, that great numbers of e diſaffected to the 
then Illaſtriour, but now. Reyal houſe of Hanover, were 
ia thoſe meaſures. Whereupon another ſet of women 


were hired by the Zacobite leaders to cry through the whole 
town, Buy my favoys, dainty ſavoys, curiaur ſavoys. But 
I cannot direQly charge the late Earl of Oxford with this 
conſpiracy, becauſe he was not then chief miniſter; How- 
erer, this wicked cry ſtil continues ia London, and was 
brought over hither, where it remains to this day; and is, 
in my humble opinion, a very offenſive ſound ro every true 
Proteſtant, who is old enough to remember thoſe dunger- 
ous times. 


During the miniſtry of that corrupt and arobite Earl a- 


bove mentioned, the ſecret pernicious deſign of thoſe in 
| power 
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power was to fell Flanders to France: the conſequence of 
which müſt have been the infallible ruin of the States-Ge. 
neral, and would have opened the way for France to ob- 
tain that univerſal monarehy they have ſo long aimed at; 
to which the Britiſh dominions muſt next after Holland 
have been compelled to ſubmit, whereby the Proteſtant re- 
ligion would be rooted out of the world. 

A deſign of this vaſt importance, after long conſultation 
among the Jacobite grandees with the Earl of Oxford at 
their head, was at laſt determined to be carried on by the 
ſame method with the former: it was therefore again put 
in practice; but the conduct of it was chiefly left to choſen 
men, whoſe yoices were louder and ſtronger than thoſe of 
the other ſex: and upon this occaſion was firſt inſtituted in 
London that famous cry of FLounDERs. But the criers 
were particularly directed to pronounce the word flaunder:, 
and not flounders, For the country which we now by 
corruption call Flanders, is in its true orthography ſpelt 

Flaunders, as may be obvious to all who read old Engliſh 
books. I ſay, from hence begun that thundering cry, 
which hath ever ſince ſtunned the ears of all London, made 
ſo many children fall into fits, and women miſcarry ; Come 
buy my freſh flaunders, curious flaunders, charming flaun- 
ders, alive, alive, bs ; which laſt words can with no pro- 
priety of ſpeech be applied to fiſh manifeſtly dead, (as 1 
_ obſerved before in Herring: and ſalmon), but very jultly 
to ten provinces containing many millions of living Chri- 
Jtians. But the application is till cloſer, when we confi- 
der that all the people were to be taken like „her in a 
net; and by aſſiſtance of the Pope, who ſets up to be the 
univerſal fiſher of men, the whole innocent nation was, ac- 
cording to our common expreſſion, to be laid as flat as a 
founder. | tes | 

I remember ' myſelf a particular crier of founders in 
London, who arrived at ſo much fame for the loudneſs of 
his voice, as to have the honour of being mentioned up- 
on that account in a comedy, He hath diſturbed me ma- 
ny 2 morning, before he came within fifty doors of my 
lodging: and although I. were not in thoſe days fo fully 
appriſed of the defigns which our common enemy bad 
then in agitatiep, yet, I know not how, by a ſecret im- 


pulſe, 
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pulſe, young as I was, I could not forbear congeiving a 
ſtrong diſlike againſt the fellow; and often ſaid to myſelf, 
This cry ſeems to be forged in the Jeſuits ſchow! : alas, poor 
England! I am grievouſly miſtaken, if” there be not ſome 
Popiſh plot at the bottom. I communicated my thoughts 
to an intimate friend, who reproached me with being too 
viſionary in my ſpeculations: but it proved afterwards, 
that I conjectured right, And I have ſince reflected, that 
if the wicked faction could have procured only a thouſand 


men of as ſtrong lungs as the fellow I mentioned, none can 


tell how terrible the conſequences might have been, not 
only to theſe two kingdoms, but over all Europe, by ſelling 
Flanders to France, And yet theſe cries continue unpu- 
niſhed both in London and Dublin; although, 1 confeſs, 
not with equal vehemency or loudneſs ; becauſe the reaſon 
for contriving this deſperate plot is, to our great felicity, 
wholly ceaſed. | 


It is well known, that the majority of the Britiſh houſd 


of Commons in the laſt years of Queen Anne's reign were 
in their hearts directly oppoſite to the Earl of Oxford's 
pernicious meaſures z which put him under the neceſſity of 
bribing them with ſalaries. Whereupon he had again re- 
courſe to his old politics. And accordingly his emiſſa- 
ries were very buſy in employing certain artful women, of 


no good life and converſation, (as it was proved before 


Juſtice “ Peyton), to cry that vegetable commonly called 
ſellery through the town, Theſe women differ from the 
common criers of that herb by ſome private mark, which 
I could never learn; but the matter was notorious e- 
nough, and ſufficiently talked of ; and about the ſame 
period was the cry of ſellery brought over into this king- 
dom But ſince there is not at this preſent the leaſt occa- 
fion to ſuſpect the loyalty of our criers upon that article, 
I am content that it may ſtill be tolerated. 

I ſhall mention but one cry more, which hath any re- 
ference to politics; but is indeed of all others the moſt 
inſolent, as well as treaſonable, under our preſent happy 
eſtabliſhment z I mean that of zurnups ; not. of turnips, 
according to the belt orthography, but abſolutely turnups. 


* A famous Whig juſtice in thoſe fimes. | 
Although 
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to ſer forth at large, and in ſo clear a light; becauſe the 
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Although the cry be of an older date than ſome of the 


preceding enormities, for it began ſoon after the revolu- 


tion; yet was it never known to arrive at ſo great x 


height, as during the Earl of Oxford's power. Some 
(whom I take to be private enemies) are indeed x; 


ready as myſelf to profeſs their diſapprobation of this cry, 


on pretence, that it began by the contrivance of certain 
old procureſſes, who kept houſes of ill fame, where lewd 
women met to draw young'men into vice. And this they 
pretend to prove by ſome words in the cry ; becauſe, after 
the crier had bawled out, Turnups, ho, buy my dainty turn- 
ups, he would ſometimes add the two following verſes, 


Turn up the miſtreſs, and turn up the maid, 
And turn up the daughter, and be not afraid, 

This, ſay ſome political ſophiſts, plainly ſhews, that 
there can be nothing farther meant in ſo infamous a cry, 


than an invitation to lewdneſs ; which indeed ought to be 
ſeverely puniſhed in all well regulated governments; yet 


cannot be fairly interpreted as a crime of ſtate, But 1 


hope we are not ſo weak and blind to be deluded at this 
time of day with ſuch poor evaſions I could, if it were 
proper, demonſtrate the very time when thoſe two verſes 
were compoſed, and name the author, who was no other 
than the famous Mr Swan ſo well known for his talent at 


quibbling, and was as virulent a Jacobite as any in Eng- 


land. Neither could he deny the fact, when he was tax- 
ed for it in my preſence, by Sir Henry Duzton-Colt, and 
Colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna coffeehouſe, on the 
roth of June 1701. Thus, it appears to a demonſtra- 
tion, that thoſe verſes were only a blind to conceal the 
moſt dangerous deſigns of the party; who, from the firſt 


. years after the happy revolution, uſed a cant way of talk- 


day in their clubs, after this manner: Me hope to ſee the 
cards ſhuffled once more, and another K. ing TURN UP 


trumph : and, When ſhall aue meet over a diſh of TurNuPs! 
The ſame term of art was uſed in their plots againſt the 
government, and in their treaſonable letters written in cy- 


phers, and decyphered by the famous Dr Willes, as you 
may read in the trials of thoſe times. This I thought fit 


Scotch 
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Scotch and French authors have given a very different ac» 


count of the word TURNUP ; but whether out of igno- 


rance or partiality, I ſhall not decree ; becauſe; I am ſure, 
the reader is convinced by my diſcovery. It is to be ob- 


ſerved, that this cry was ſung in a particular manner by 


fellows in diſguiſe to give notice, where thoſe traitors were 
to meet in order to concert their villanous deſigns. 

I have no more to add upon this article, than an hum- 
ble propoſal, that thoſe who cry this root at;preſent in our 
ſtreets of Dublin may be compelled by the juſtices of the 


peace to, pronounce 7urnip, and not-twrnup ; for, I am a- 


fraid, we have ſtill too many ſnakes in our boſom, and it 
would be well if their cellars were ſometimes ſearched, when 
the owners leaſt expect. it; for I am not out of fear, that 
lalet anguis in herba, _, Wt | 

Thus we are zealous in matters of ſmall moment, while 
we neglect thoſe of the higheſt importance, I have already 
made it manifeſt, that all theſe cries were contrived 'ia the 
worſt of times, under the. miniſtry of that deſperate ſtateſ- 


man Robert late Earl of Oxford; and for that very reaſon | 


ought to be rejected with horror, as begun in the reign of 


Jacobites, and may well be numbered among the rags of 


Popery and treaſon ; or, if it be thought proper that theſe 


cries muſt continue, ſurely they ought to be only truſted 
an the hands of true Proteſtants, who have given ſecurity | 


to the government. 
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A LETTER from a member of the houſe of 
Commons in Ireland, to a member of the 
houſe of Commons in England, concerning 
the SACRAMENTAL TEST. 


Written in the year 1 7086 . 


S IX, 2 8 


1 Received your letter, wherein you tell me of the 

ſtrange repreſentations made ef us on your fide of the 
water. The inſtance you are pleaſed to mention is that 
of the Presbyterian miſſionary, who, according to Jer 


In the 2d volume of Dr Swift's and Mr Pope's miſcellanies, 
I found the following treatiſe, which had been printed in Lon- 
don, with ſome other of the Dean's works, many years before, 
but at firſt came out by itſelf in the year 1708, as the date 
ſhews: and it was at a juncture, when the Diſſenters were en. 
deavouring to repeal the ſacramental teſt, as, by common fame, 
and ſome pamphlets publiſhed to the ſame purpoſe, they ſeem to be 
now again attempting, with great hope of ſucceſs. I have there- 
fore taken the liberty to make an extract out of that diſcourſe, 
omitting only ſome paſſages, which relate to certain perſons, and 
are of no conſequence to the argument. But the author's way 
of reaſoning feems at preſent to have more weight than it had in 
thoſe times when the diſcourſe firſt appeared. ------- The author, 
in this letter, perſonates a member of parliament here, to a mem- 
ber of parliament in England. The Speaker mentioned in 
this letter, was Allen Broderick, afterwards Chancellor and Lord 
Middleton; and the Prelate was Dr Lindſay, afterwards Primate. 

Dub. edit. 1735. 3 1 
This tract was reprinted in Ireland in 1735, when the attempt 
to repeal the ſacramental teſt was revived. There was an expla- 
natory advertiſement prefixed, which is ſaid by Lord Orrery to 
Have been dictated, or ſtrictly reviſed, by the Dean himſelt: but 
there are inaccuracies in it, which may well be thought ſufficient 
to deſtroy its authenticity: that which in the firſt paragraph is 
called the following treatiſe is afterwards ſaid to be an extract of 
. | diſcourſe 
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phraſe, hath been lately perſecuted at Drogheda for his 
religion: but it is eafy to obſerve, how mighty induſtn- 
ous ſome people have been for three or four years paſt, to 
hand about ſtortes of the hardſhips, the merits, the num. 
ber, and the power of the Presbyterians in Ireland, to 
raiſe formidable ideas of the dangers of Pepery there, and 
to tranſmit all for England, improved by great additions, 
and with ſpecial care to have them inſerted with comments 
in thoſe infamous weekly papers that infeſt your coffee- 
houſes, So, when the clauſe enacting a facramental te 


was put in execution, it was given out in England, that 


half the juſtices of peace through this kingdom had laid 
down their commiſſions : whereas, upon examination, the 
whole number was found to amount only to a dozen or 
thirteen, and thoſe generally of the loweſt rate in fortune 
and underſtanding, and ſome of them ſuperannuated, So; 
when the Earl of Pembroke was in Ireland, and the parlia- 
nent fitting, a formal ſtory was very grarcly carried to 
his Excellence by ſome zeatous members, of a prieſt new- 
ly arrived from abroad to the north-welt parts of Ireland, 
who had publicly preached to his people to fall a-nuatber- 
10g the Proteſtants; which, though invented to ſerve an 
end they were then upon, and are ſtill driving at, was 
preſently handed over, and printed with ſhrewd remarks 
by your worthy ſcribblers, In like manner the account of 
that perſon who was lately expelled our univerſity for re- 
lecting on the memory of King William; what a duſt it 
raſed, and how foully it was related, is freſh enough in 


diſcourſe, and it is immediately added, that this extract is the 
whole, except ſome paſſages of no conſequence : theſe are included. 
within crotchets. Hawkeſ. Ho | | 
Swift held the Diſſenters in the utmoſt degree of ridicule and 
deteſtation. He had an openneſs in his diſpoſition, and a frank - 


neſs in his conduct, that bore an abhorrence to all kind of re- 


ſerve.-------To ſuch a diſpoſition it is impoſſible that the gravity 
of Nonconformiſts could be agreeable. The diſlike was mutual 
on both ſides. Dr Swift hated all fanatics : all fanatics hated Dr 
Swift. This piece is particularly written againſt repealing the 
teſt act: and whoever conſiders himſelf related to the kingdom of 
Ireland, will find in it ſome arguments of weight and conſideration, 
in caſe any ſuch repeal ſhould ever be attempted there. Orrery. 


U 2 memory. 
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memory. Neither would people be convinced till the uni- 
verſity was at the pains of publiſhing a. Latin paper to juſti- 
fy themſelves. And, to-mention no more, this ſtory of the 
perſecution at Drogheda, how it hath. been ſpread and ag- 
gravated, what conſequences have. been drawn from it, 
and what reproaches fixed on thoſe who have leaſt defer. 
ved them, we are already informed. Now, if the end of 
all this proceeding were a ſecret and myſtery, I ſhould not 
pretend to give it an interpretation; but ſufficient care hath 


been taken to explain it, fr/?, by addrefles arvificially (if 
he 


not illegally) procured, to ſhew the miſerable ſtate of t 

Dijenters in leland by reaſon of the /acramental 1%, 
and to defire the Queen's interceſſion that it might be re- 
pealed. Then, it is manifeſt, that our Speaker *, when 


be was laſt year in England, ſolicited in-perſon feveral 


members of both houſes to have it repealed by an act there; 
though it. be a matter purely national, that cannot poſſibly 
1ntesfere with the trade and intereſt of England; and though 
he himſelf appeared idrmcrly the moſt zealous of all men 
againſt-the injuſtice of binding a nation by laws to which 
they do not conſent. And, /aftly, thoſe weekly libellers, 
whenerer-they. get a tale by the end relating to retand, 
without once troubling their thoughis about the trutb, al- 
ways end it with an application againſt the ſacramental telt, 
and the abſolute neceſſity there is of repealing it in both 
Kingdoms. I know it may be reckoned a weakneſs to ſay 
any thing of ſuch trifles as are below a ſerious man's no- 
tice; much leſs would I diſparage the underſtandiog of a- 
ny party, to think they would chuſe the vileſt and moſt ig- 

norant among mankind, to employ them for the aſſertors of 
a cauſe, I ſhall only ſay, that the ſcandalous liberty thoſe 
wiretches take, would hardly be allowed, if it were not 


mingled with opinions that ſome men would be glad to ad- 


vance. - Beſides, how inſipid foever thoſe papers are, they 
ſeem to be leveled to the underſtandings of a great number; 
they ate grown a neceſſary part in coffechouſe-furniture, 
and ſome time or other may happen to be read by cuſtom- 
ers of all ranks for curioſity and amuſement, becauſe they 


* Mr Allen Brod. ück, afterwards Chancellor of Irelan], an! 
Lord Middleton 2 li 
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ie always in the way. One of theſe authors (the fellow 
that was pilloried, 1 have forgot bis name ®): is indeed ſo 

re, ſeritentious, dogmatical a rogue, that there is no- 
enduring him; the Ob/eroator + is much the briſker of the: 
two, and I think farther gone of late in lies and impu 
dence than his Pre-hyterian brother. [The reafon why 1 
mention him is to have an occaſion of letting you know, 
that you have not dealt ſo with us, as we did with 
you in a parallel caſe : Laſt year a paper was brought here 
from England, called A dialogue. between the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury and Mr Higgins, which we ordered to be- 
burnt by the common hangman, as it well.deferved, though 


ve have no more to do with his Grace of Canterbury 2, 


than you have with the Archbiſnop of Dublin; nor can 
you love and reverence your prelate more tan we do ours, 
whom you tamely ſuffer to be abuſed openly, and by name, 
by that paltry raſcal of an 0b rvator; and lately upon an 
affair wherein he had no concern; I mean the buſineſs ot 
the miſfonary of D „wherein our excellent e 
mate was e dd nothing but according to law 
and feretion, xd becauſe vos &) Archbiſhop-of Du- 
blin || hath been upon ſeveral occaſions, of late years, miſ-- 
repreſented in England, I would willingly ſet you right in 
his character. For his great ſufferings and eminent ſervi- 
ces, he was by the late Ring gromoted to the fee of Derry. 
About the ſame time he wrote a book to juſtify. the revo- 
lation, wherein was an account of King 12 
ings in Ireland; and the late Archbilhep Tillatfor recom- 
mended it. to the King n moſt ſerriceable waz thats 


* The fellow that was pilloried; was Daniel Defoe; whoſe - 
name Swift well knew and remembered; but the circumſtance of 
the pillory was. to be introduced j and the manner of int rodi 
it, neus great art in the Acof touches pf ſatire; and cartes 
the marks of ridicule, iadignation, and contempt: The ſcoits. 
and ſarcaſms af Swift, like the bite of the rattle-ſaake, diſtinguiſn 
tnemiſelves more venomoylly dangerous; than the wos of a: 
common ſerpent. Qrrery: 

8 was pilloried for. a. tract; called, Te Nortaſtwajwiih be 
enters. 
F Mr John Tutchin- r Dr Thomas.Tenifon.. 
Dr William King. a 
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could have been publiſhed at ſuch a juncture. And as his 
Grace ſet out upon thoſe principles, he has proceeded ſo e- | 
ver ſince, as a loyal ſubje& to the Queen, entirely for the | 
ſucceſſion in the Proteſtant line, and for ever excluding the | 
pretender ; and though a firm friend to the church, yet | 
with indulgence towards Diſſenters, as appears from his 
conduct at Derry, where he was ſettled for many years a- 
mong the moſt virulent of the ſect, yet upon his removal 
to Dublin they parted from him with tears in their eyes, 
and univerſal acknowledgments of his wiſdom and good- 
neſs. For the reſt, it muſt be owned, he does not buſy 
himſelf by entering deep into any party, but rather ſpends 
his time in acts of hoſpitality and charity, in building of 
churches, .. repairing his palace, in introducing and prefer- 
ring the worthieſt perſons he can find, without other re- 
gards; in ſhort, in the practice of all virtues, that can be- 
come a public or private life, This and more, if poſſible, 
zz due to ſo excellent a perſon, who may be juſtly reckon- 
ed among the greateſt and moſt learned prelates of this age, 
however. his character may be defiled by ſuch mean and dir- 
ty hands as thoſe of the Ob/ervator, or ſuch as employ: 
© 2 Sari 1 


Lnow come to anſwer the other part of your letter, and 
fhall give you my opinion freely about repealing the /- 
cramental teſt ; only whereas you deſire my thoughts 
as a. friend, and not as J. am a member of parliament, l 
muſt aſſure you they are exactly the ſame in both capaci · 

I muſt begin by telling you, we are generally ſurpriſed 
at your wonderful kindneſs to us on this occaſion, in be- 
ing ſo very induſtrious to teach us to ſee our-intereſts in 2 
point where we are ſo unable to ſee it ourſelves. Thus 
hath given us ſome ſuſpicion 3-and though, in my own par- 
ticular. I am hugely bent to believe, that whenever you 
concern yourſelves in our affairs, it is certainly for our 

gbod, yer I have the misfortune to be ſomething ſingular in 
this belief, and therefore Lnever attempt to Juſtify it, but 
content myſelf to poſſeſs my own opinion in private, for 
fear of encountering men of more wit. or words than I have 
to ſpare, | | 8. 
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We at this diſtance, who ſee nothing of the ſpring of 
actions, are forced by mere conjecture to aſhgn two 5 
for your deſiring us to repeal the ſacramental teft ; one 
is, becauſe you are ſaid to imagine it will be a ſtep towards 
the like good work in England, The other more immedi- 
ate, that it will open a way for rewarding ſeveral per/ſons,. 
who have well deſerved upon a, great occaſion, but who. 
are now unqualified through that impediment. - 
do not frequently quote poets, eſpecially Engliſh : but. 

I remember there is in ſome of Mr Cowley's love-verſes a 

ſtrain, that I thought extraordinary at fifteen, and have. 
often ſince imagined it to be ſpoken by Ireland, 


Forbid it, heaven, my life /bould bs 
Weigh'd with her leaſt conveniency. 


In ſhort, whatever advantage you propoſe to yourſelves: 
by repealing the /acramental te/?, ſpeak it out plainly, it 
is the beſt argument you can uſe, for we value your inter- 
eſt much more than our own; if your little finger be ſore, . 
and you;think.a poultice made of our vitals.will give it a+ 
ny eaſe, ſpeak the word, and it ſhall be done: the inter- 
eſt of our whole kingdom is. at any time ready to ſtrike to 
that of your pooreſt f/ing-towns it is hard you will not 
accept.our ſervices, unleſs we believe at the ſame time, that. 
you are only. conſulting our profit, and giving us marks of 
your love. If there be a ſire at ſome diſtance, and I im- 


mediately blow up my houſe before there be occaſion, be-- 


cauſe you are a man of quality, and apprebend ſome dan«. 
ger to a corner of your ftable ; yet why ſhould you re- 
quire me to attend next morning at your levee, wich my 
humble thanks for the. favour you have done me? q 

If we might be allowed to judge for ourſelves, we had 
abundance of benefit by the /acramental. teſt, and foreſee. 
a number of miſchieſs would be the conſequence of repeal - 
iog it; and we conceive the objections made againſt it by 
the Di/enters are of no manner of force, They tell us of 
their merits in the late war in Ireland, and how chearfully 
they engaged for the ſafety of the nation; that if they had 
thought they had been fighting only other people's quarrels, 
perbaps it might have cooled their zeal”; and that for the 


future 
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future they ſhall ſit-down quietly, and let us do our work 
ourſelves; nay, that it is neceffary. they ſhould do fo, 
 fince they cannot take up arms under the penalty of high 
Now, ſuppoſing them to have done their duty, as I be- 
heve they did, and not to trouble them about the fy on the. 
wheel *, I thought /iberty,. property, and religion, had 
been the three ſubjects of the quarrel; and have not all. 
thoſe been amply ſecured to them? had they at that time a, 
mental reſervation for power and employments ? and muſt 
theſe two articles be added henceforward in our national: 
| quarrels ? It is grown a mighty conceit among. ſome men, 
to melt down the phraſe of a church e/tabli/hed by law, 
| into that of the religion of the magiſirate ; of which ap- 
| pellation it is eaſier to find the reaſon than the ſenſe : if by 
the magiſtrate they mean the prince, [the expreſſion in- 
| cludes a falſchood; for when King James was prince], the 
ao | eſtabliſhed church was the fame it is now. If by the fame 
a word they mean the legiſlature, we deſire no more, Be 
| | | that as it will, we of this kingdom believe the ehurch of 


treland to be the national church, and the only one eſta- 
bliſhed by law, and are willing by the ſame law to give a 
toleration to Diſſenters; but if once we repeal our /acra- 
mental teff, and grant a foleration, or ſuſpend the execu- 
tion of the penal laws, I do not fee how we can be faid 
to have any eſtabliſhed church remaining ; or rather, why. 

_ there will not be as many eſtabliſhed churches, as there are 
ſects of Diſſenters. No, fay they, yours will ſtill be the 
national church, becaufe your biſhops and clergy are main- 

tained by the public: but %; L fuppoſe, will be of no. 
long duration, and it would be very-unjuſt it ſhould ; be- 
cauſe, to ſpeak in Tindal's phraſe, it is not reafonable that 
revenues ſhould be annexed to one opinion more than an- 
other, when all are equally lawful ; and it is the fame au- 
thor s maxim, That no freeborn ſubject ought to pay for 
maintaining ſpeculations he does not believe. But ag 


*- Alluding to the fable of a fx, wha having ſettled on the ſſoke 
of a wheel belonging to a chariot that was driven rapidly along: 
the road, exulted in his own impertance, and cried out, bat a 
duſt we raiſe ? . | | 

2 ſhould, 
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ould any man, upon account of opinions he cannot help, 
be deprived the opportunity of ſerving his Queen and coun- 
try / their zeal is commendable, and when employments 
go a-begging for want of hands, they ſhall be ſure to have 
the refuſal, only upon condition they will not pretend to 
them upon maxims which equally include Atheiſtit, Turks, 
Jews, Infidels, and heretics ; or, which is {till more dan- 
gerous, even Papi/ts themſelves: the former you allow, 
the other you deny; becauſe theſe laſt own a foreign power, 
and therefore muſt be ſhut out. But there is no great 
- weight in this; for their religion can ſuit with free ſtates, 
with limited or abſolute monarchies, as well as a better ; 
and the Pope's power in France is but a ſhadow ;- ſo that 
upon this foot there need be no great danger to the conſti- 
tution by admitting Papiſis to employments, I will help 
you to enough of them who ſhall be as ready to allow the 
Pope here as little power as you pleaſe; and the bare opi - 
nion of his being vicar of Chriſt is but a ſpeculative point, 
for which no man it ſeems ought to be deprived the capaci- 
ty of ſerving his country. + wo 7 
But, if you pleaſe, I will tell you the great objection we 
have againſt repealing this ſame. /acramental te}, It is, 
that we are verily perſuaded, the conſequence will be an 
entire alteration of religion among us in no great compaſs. 
of years. And pray, obſerve how we reaſon here in Ire · 

land upon this matter. 
| We obſerve the Scots in our northern parts to be a brave 
induſtrious. people, extremely devoted to their religion, 
and, full of an undifturbed affection towards each other. 
Numbers of that noble nation, invited by the fertilities of 
the ſoil, are glad to exchange their barren hills of Locha- 
ber by a voyage of three hours, for our fruitful vales of 
Doun and Antrim, ſo productive of that grain, which at 
little trouble and leſs expenſe ſinds diet and lodging for 
themſelves and their 4 Theſe people, by their ex- 
treme parſimony, wonderful dexterity in nc > and firm 
adherence to one another, ſoon grow into wealth from the 
ſmalleſt beginnings, never are rooted: out where they once 
fix, and increaſe daily by new ſupplies: beſides, when they 
are the ſuperior. number in any tract of ground, they are 
not over patient of mixture ; but ſuch whom they cannot 
a/ſimulate 4 
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 a//imulate, ſoon find it their intereſt to remove. I have done 
all in my power on ſome land of my own to preſerye 
two or three Engliſh fellows in their neighbourhood, but 
found it impoſſible, though one of them thought he had 
ſufficiently made his court by turning preſbyterian. Add 
to all this, that they bring along with them from Scotland 
a moſt formidable notion of our church, which they look 
upon at leaſt three degrees worſe than Popery : and it is 
natural it ſhould be ſo, ſince they come over full fraught 
with that ſpirit which taught them to aboliſh Epiſcopacy t 
home. | | 
Then we proceed farther, and obferve, that the gentle. 
men of employments here make a very conſiderable num- 
ber in the houſe of Commons, and have no other merit, 
but that of doing their duty in their ſeveral ſtations; 
therefore, when the teſt is repealed, it will be highly rea- 
ſonable they ſhould give place to thoſe who have much 
greater ſervices to plead. The commiſſions of ihe revenue 
are ſoon diſpoſed of, and the collectors and other officers 
throughout the kingdom are generally appointed by the 
commiſſioners, which gives them a mighty influenet in eye- 
ry county. As much may be ſaid of the great offices in 
the law; and when this door is open to let Diſſenters into 
the commiſſions of the peace, to make them high ſheriffs, 
mayors of corporations, and officers of the army and mi- 


Iitia, I do not ſee how it can be otherwiſe, conſidering their 


induſtry and our ſupineneſs, But that they may, in a very 
few years, grow to a majority in the houſe of Commons, 
and conſequently make themſelves the national religion, 
and have a fair pretence to demand the revenues of the 
church for their teachers. I know it- will be objected, 


_ that if all this ſhould happen as I deſcribe, yet the Preſby- 


terian religion could never be made the national by act of 


parliament, becauſe our biſhops are ſo great in number in 


che houſe of Lords; and without a majority there, the 
church could not be aboliſhed. But I have tao very. good 
_ expedients for that, which I ſhall leave you to gueſs, and 
I dare ſwear our Speaker here has often thought on, eſpe- 
cially having endeavoured at one of them ſo lately. To 
convince you, that this deſign is not ſo foreign from ſom? 
People's thoughts, I muſt let you know, that an honeſt 


bell. 


22K 4, - 27 


PCT WT TY A I 


SACRAMENTAL TEST. 243 


bell-awether * of our houſe (you have him now in Eng- 
land, I wiſh you could keep him there) had the impudence, 
ſome years ago, in parliament- time, to ſhake my Lord 
Biſhop of Kilaloo + by his lawn-fleeve, and tell him, in a 
threatening manner, that he hoped to five to ſee the day, 
when there ſhould not be one of his order in the king- 


dom. | 
Theſe laſt lines perhaps you think a digreſſion; there- 
fore to return, I have told you the conſequences we fully 
reckon upon from repealing the ſacramental teſt, which 
although the greateſt number of ſuch as are for doing it, 
are actually im no manner of pain about it, and many of 
them care not three pence whether there be any church, or 
no; yet becauſe they pretend to argue from conſcience as 
well as policy and intereſt, I thought it proper to underſtand 
and anſwer them accordingly. . 
Now, Sir, in anſwer to your queſtion, whether if any 
attempt ſhould be made here for repealing the ſacramental 
s/f, it would be likely to ſucceed ? the number of pro- 
feſſed Diſſenters in this parliament was, as I remember, 
ſomething under a dozen, and I cannot call to mind above 
thirty others who were expected to fall in with them, 
This is certain, that the Preſbyterian party having with 
great induſtry muſtered up their forces, did endeavour one 
day, upon occafion of a hint in my Lord Pembroke's 4 
ſpeech, to introduce a debate about repealing the 70f- 
clauſe, when there appeared at leaſt four to one odds a- 
gainſt them; and the ableſt of thoſe who were reckoned 
the moſt ſtanch and thorough-paced #4jgs upon all other 
—_— fell off with an abhorrence at the firſt mention 
this, we”, | | ALT 
I muſt deſire you to take notice, that the terms of Whig 
and Tory do not properly expreſs the different intereſts in 
our parliament. [I remember, when 1 was laſt in Eng- 
land, I told the King, that the higheſt Tories we had with 
us would make tolerable Whigs there: this was certainly 
Tight, and till in the general continues ſo, unleſs you have 


* Suppoſed to be Mr Broderick. 
F Dr Lindſay, afterwards Lord Primate. 
$ Then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
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ſince admitted new characteriſtics, which did not come 
within our deſinition. ] Whoever bears a true veneration 
for the glorious memory of King William, as our preat 
deliverer from Popery and ſlavery ; whoever is firmly loy. 
al to our preſent Queen with an utter abhorrence and de 
teſtation of the pretender ; whoever approves the ſucceſ. 
ſion to the crown in the houſe of Hanover, and is for pre. 
ſerving the doctrine and diſcipline of the church of Eng. 
land, with an indulgence for ſcrupulous conſciences ; ſuch 
a man we think acts upon right principles, and may be 
juſtly allowed a W4zg : and I believe there are not fix 
members in our houſe of Commons, who may not fairly 
come under this deſcription, . So that the parties among 
us are made up on one fide of moderate Whigs, and on the 
other of Presbyterians and their*abettors, by which laſt 
I mean ſych who can equally go to a church or conventicle, 
or ſuch who are indifferent to all religion in general; or, 
laſtly, fuch who affect to bear a perſonal rancour towards 
the clergy :' theſe laſt are a ſet of men not of our own 
growth, their principles at leaſt have been imported of 
late years; yet this whole party put together will ſcarce, 
I am confident, amount to above fifty men in parliament, 
which can hardly be worked up into.a majority of three 

hundred. 8 
As to the houſe of Lords, the difficulty there is con- 
ceived at leaſt as great as in ours. So many of our tem- 
poral peers live in England, that the biſhops are generally 
pretty near a par of the houſe, and we reckon they will 
be all to a man againſt repealing the 2%; and yet their 
Lordſhips are generally thought as good Whigs upon pur 
fone as any in the kingdom. There are indeed a few 
ay-lords, who appear to have no great devotion for 
Epiſcopacy; and perhaps one or two more, with whom 
certain powerful motives might be uſed for removing any 
difficulty whatſoever : but theſe are, in no ſort, a number 
to carry any point againſt a conjunction of the reſt and the 
Whole bench of biſhops. | | F 
Beſides, the whole body of our clerpy is utterly agaidft 
repealing the 7e/}, though they are entirely devoted to her 
Majeſty, and hardly one in an hundred, who are not very 
good 1bigs in our acceptation of the word, And 1 1 
et 
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let you know, that we of Ireland are not yet come up to 
other folks refinements, for we generally love and eſteem 
our clergy, and think they deſerve it; nay, we are apt to 
lay ſome weight upon their opinion, and would not willing- 
ly.diſoblige them, at leaſt, unleſs it were upon ſome great - 
er point of intereſt than this. And their judgment in the 
preſent affair is the more to be regarded, becauſe they are 
the laſt perſons who will be affected by it: this makes us 
thick them impartial, and that their concern is only for re- 
ligion and the intereſt of the kingdom. Becauſe the act 
which repeals the 7%, will only qualify a layman for an 
employment, but not a Presbyterian or Anabaptiſt preach · 
er for a church diving. Now, I mult take leave to inform 


you, that ſeveral members of our houſe, and myſelf among 


the reſt, knowing ſome time ago what was upon the anvil, 
went to all the clergy we knew of any diſtinction, and de- 
ſired their judgment in the matter; wherein we found a 
moſt wonderful agreement, there being but one.divine that 
we could hear of in the whole kingdom, who appeared of 
a contrary ſentiment, whereia he afterwards ſtood alone 
in the convocation, very little to his credit, though, as he 
hoped, \ very much to his irtereſt. | 

I will now conſider a little the arguments offered to ſhew 
the advantages, or rather the neceſſity of repealing the ze/? 
in Ireland. We are told, the Popiſh intereſt is here ſo 
formidable, that all hands ſhould be joined to keep it un- 
der; that the only names of diſtinction among us ought to 
be thoſe of Prote/tant and Papift ; and that this expedi- 
ent is the only means to unite all Proteſtants upon one 
common bottom. All which is nothing but miſrepreſenta- 
tion and miltake, | 28 

If we were under any real fear of the Papiſts in this 
kingdom, it would be hard to think us ſo ſtupid, as not 
to be equally apprehenſive with others, ſince we are likely 
to be the greateſt, and more immediate ſufferers: but, on 
the contrary,. we look upon them to be altogether as in- 
conſiderable as the women and children. Their lands are 
almoſt entirely taken from them, and they are rendered 
incapable. of purchaſing any more; and for the little that 
remains, proviſion is made by the late act againſt. Popery, 
that it will daily crumble away : to prevent which, ſome 

Vor. III. FN of 
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of the moſt conſiderable among them are already turned 
Proteſtants, and ſo in all probability will many more, 
'Then, the Popiſh prieſts are all regiſtered, and without 
permiſſion (which I hope will not be granted) they can 
have no ſucceſſors; fo that the Proteſtant clergy will find 
it perhaps no difficult matter to bring great numbers over 
to the church ; and in the mean time the common people, 
without leaders, without diſcipline, or natural courage, be- 
ing little better than hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water, are out of all capacity of doing any miſchief, if 
they were ever ſo well inclined, Neither are they at all 

likely to join in any conſiderable numbers with an invader, 
having found ſo ill ſucceſs when they were much more nu- 

- merous and powerful; when they had a prince of their 
own religion to head them *, had been trained for ſome 
years under a Popi/h deputy, and received ſuch mighty aids 
from the French King. 

As to that argument uſed for repealing the 76%, that it 
will unite all Proteſtants againſt the common enemy; 1 
wonder by what figure thoſe gentlemen ſpeak, who are 
pleaſed to advance it: Suppoſe, in order to increaſe the 
friendſhip between you and me, a law ſhould paſs, that I mult 
have half your eſtate; do you think that would much ad- 
vance the union between us ? or ſuppoſe I ſhare my fortune 
equally between my own children and a ffranger, whom 
I take into my protection; will that be a method to unite 
them? It is an odd way of uniting parties, to deprive a 
majority ct part of their ancient right, by conferring it on 
a f/adtion, who had never any right at all, and therefore 
cannot be ſaid to ſuffer any loſs or injury, if it be refuſed 
them. Neither is it very clear, how far ſome people may 
ſtretch the term of common enemy. How many are there 
of thoſe that call themſelves Proteſtants, who look upon 
our worſhip'to' be idolatrous as well as that of the Papiſts, 
and with great 3 put Prelacy and Papery together as 
terms convertible? 

And therefore there is one ſmall doubt 1 would be will- 
ingly aan in, before I agree to the repealing of the 


nn the reign of King James II. and till after the battle of the 
. » Boyne in 1690. 
teſt; 
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t:/; that is, whether theſe ſame Proteſtantt, when they 
have by their dexterity made themſelves the national reli- 
gion, and diſpoſed the church-revenues among their ha- 
ftors or themſelves, will be fo kind to allow us Diſſenters, 


Ido not ſay a ſhare in employments, but a bare o/eration- 


by law ? The reaſon of my doubt is, becauſe; I have been 
ſo very idle as to read above fifty pamphlets written by as 
many Preſbyterian divines, loudly diſclaiming this idol: 
teleration, {ome of them calling it (I know rot how pro- 
perly) a rag of Popery, and all agreeing it was to e/tabli/h 
iniquity by a law. Now, 1 would be glad to know, when 
and where their ſucceſſors have renounced this doctrine, 
and before what witneſſes, Becauſe methinks I ſhould be 


| loath to ſee my poor titular biſhop i partibus ſeized on 


by miltake in the dark for a. Jeſuit, or be forced myſelf to 
keep a chaplain diſguiſed like my butler, and ſteal to pray- 
ers in a back room, as my grandfather. uſed in thoſe times» 
when the church of England was malignant. 

But this is ripping up old quarrels long forgot; Popery: 
is now the common enemy, againſt which we. mult all u- 
nite ; I have been tired in hiſtory with the perpetual folly- 
of thoſe ſtates who call in foreigners to, aſſiſt them againſt: 
a common enemy: but the miſchief was, theſe a//zes. would 
never be brought to-allow, that the. common enemy was- 
quite ſubdued, ' And they had reaſon ; for it proved at 
laſt, that one part of the common enemy was thoſe who 


called them in, and ſo the a/lies became at length the 


maſters. 4 

It is agreed among naturaliſts, that a lion is a larger, a 
ſtronger, and more dangerous enemy than a cat; yet if a. 
man were to have his choice, either a lion at his foot, 
bound faſt with three or four chains, his teeth drawn out, 
and his claws pared to the quick, or an angry cat in full 
liberty at his throat; he. would take no long time. to de- 
termine. | LE 

I have been ſometimes admiring the wonderful ſignifi» 
cancy of that: word perſecution, and what various inter- 
pretations it hath acquired even within my memory. When 
I was a boy, I often heard the Preſbyterians complain, that 
they were not permitted to ſerve God in their own way; 
they ſaid they did not repine at our employments, but 


X 2 | thought: | 
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thought that all men who live peaceably ought to+haye 
liberty of conſcience, and leave to aſſemble. That impe. 
diment being removed at the revolution, they ſoon learned 
to ſwallow the ſacramental teſt, and began to take very 
large ſteps, wherein all who-offered to oppoſe them, were 
called men of a per/ecuting ſpirit. During the time the 
bill againft occaſional conformity was on foot, perſecution 
was every day rung in our ears, and now at laſt the /acrg- 
mental teſt itſelf has the ſame name. Where then is this 
matter likely to end, when the obtaining of one requelt is 
only uſed as a ſtep to demand another? A lover is ever com- 
plaining of cruelty, while any thing is denied him; and 
when the lady ceaſes to be cruel, ſhe is from the next 
moment at his mercy : ſo perſecution, it ſeems, is every 
thing, that will not leave it in mens power to perſecuie 
others, 

There is one argument offered againſt a ſacramental 
ze/t by a fort of men who are content to be ſtyled of the 
church of England, who perhaps attend its ſervice in the 
morning, and go with their wives to a conventicle in the 
afternoon, confeſſing they hear very good doctrine in both, 
Theſe men are much offended, that ſo holy an inſtitution, 
as that of the Lord's ſupper, ſhould be made ſubſervient 
to ſuch mercenary purpoſes as the getting of an employ- 
ment. Now, it ſeems, the law, concluding all men to be 
members of that church where they receive the ſacrament; 
and ſuppoſing all men to live like Chriſtians (eſpecially 
- thoſe who are to have employments) did imagine they re- 
ceived the ſacrament in courſe about four times a- year; 
and therefore only deſired it might appear by certificate to 
the public, that ſuch who took an office, were members of 
the church eſtabliſhed, by doing their ordinary duty. How- 
ever, le/? we ſhould offend them, we have often deſired 
they would deal candidly with us : for if the matter ſtuck 
only there, we would propoſe it in parliament, that every 
man who takes an employment, ſhould, inſtead of recei- 
ving the ſacrament, be obliged to ſwear, that he is a mem- 
ber of the church of Ireland by law eſtabliſhed, with Epi- 
ſcopacy, and ſo forth; and as they do now in Scotland, ?o 
be true to the kirk. But when we drive them thus far, 
they always retire to the main body of the argument, 0 
f | 0 
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the hardſhip that men ſhould be deprived the liberty of 
ſerving their Queen and country on account of their eon - 
ſcience: and in ſhort, have recourſe to the common ſtyle: 
of their half-brethren. Now, whether this be a ſincere way 
of arguing, I will appeal to any other judgment but theirs, 

There is another topic of clamour ſomewhat parallel 
to the foregoing: it ſeems, by the teſt-clauſe, the military 
officers are obliged to receive the ſacrament, as well as 
the civil. And it is a matter of ſome patience, to hear 
the Diſſenters declaiming upon this occaſion : they cry 
they are diſarmed, they are uſed like Papiſts: when an 
enemy appears at home, or from abroad, they mult ſit 
ſtill, and ſee their throats cut, or be hanged for high trea» 


| ſon if they offer to defend themſelves, Miſerable condi - 


tion! woful dilemma ! it is happy for us all, that the 
pretender was not appriſed of this paſſive Presbyterian prin- 
ciple, elſe he would have infallibly landed in our northern 
rts, and found them all ſat down in their formalities, as - 
the Gauls did the Roman ſenators, ready to die with 
honour in their callings. Sometimes to appeaſe their in- 
dignation, we venture to give them hopes, that in. ſuch a 
caſe the government will perhaps connive, and hardly be ſo 
ſevere to hang them for defending it | againſt the letter 
of the law; to which they readily anſwer, that they will 
not lie at our mercy, but let us fight our battles ourſelves. 
Sometimes we offer to get an act, by which, upon all Po- 
piſh inſurrections at home, or Popiſh invaſions from abroad, 
the government ſhall be impowered to grant commiſſions to 
all Proteſtants whatſoever, without that perſecuting cir- 
cumſtance of obliging them to ſay their prayers when they 
receive the ſacrament: but they abhor all thoughts of oc- 
ca/ronal commiſſions; they will. not do our drudgery, and. 
we reap the benefit : it is not worth their: while to fight 
pro: arit et fecit; and they had rather loſe their eſtates, 
liberties, religion, and lives, than the pleaſure of germ 
ing. k 
Hut to bring this :diſcourſe-towards a concluſion: If the > * 
diſſenters will be ſatisfied with ſach-a toleration by law, as 
hath been granted them. in England, I believe the majori- - 
ty of both houſes will fall readily in with it; farther it 


will be hard to perſuade this houſe of Commons, and per- 
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haps much harder the next, For, to ſay the truth, we 
make a mighty difference here between ſuffering thi/tles to 
grow among us, and wearing them for pores. We are 
fully convinced in our conſciences, that we ſhall always 
tolerate them; but not quite ſo fully that Thy will always 
tolerate us, when it comes to their turn; and we are the 
majority, and ave are in poſſeſſion, 

He who argues in defence of a law in force, not anti. 
= or obſolete, but lately enacted, is certainly on the 

er fide, and may be allowed to point out the dangers he 
conceives to foreſee in the abrogation of it. 

For, if the conſequences of repealing this clauſe ſhould 
at ſome time or other enable the Preſbyterians to work 
themſelves up into the national church; inſtead of uni. 
#ing Proteſtants, it would ſow eternal diviſions among them, 
Firſt, their own ſets, which now lie dormant, would be 
{oon at cuffs again with each other about power and pre- 
ferment; and the diſenting Epiſcopals, perhaps diſcontent- 
ed to ſach a degree, as upon ſome fair unhappy occaſion, 
would be able to ſhake the firmeſt loyalty, which none can 
deny theirs to be. . Ie 

Neither is it very difficult to conjecture, from ſome late 


proceedings, at what a rate this Faction is like to drive, 
where-ever it gets the w ꝗ¹ꝗ ip and the ſeat, They have al- 


ready ſet up courts of ſpiritual judicature in open contempt 
of the laws: they ſend miſſonaries every where, without 


being invited, in order to convert the church of England 


folks to Chriſtianity. They are as vigilant as I know who, 
to attend perſons on their deathbeds, and for purpoſes 
much alike, And what practices ſuch principles as theſe 

with many otherſthat might be invidious to mention) may 
ſpawn, when they are /aid out to the ſun, you may deter- 


Mine at leiſure. 5 


Laſtly, Whether we are ſo entirely ſure of their loyalty 
upon the preſent foot of government as you may imagine, 
their detractors make a queſtion, which however does, I 
think, by no means affect the body of Diſſenters: but the 
inſtance produced is of ſome among their leading teachers 
in the north, who having refuſed the abjuration-oath, yet 
continue their preaching, and have abundance of followers. 


rious 
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rious enough, and I believe hath been publiſhed; I think 
it a pity, it hath not been remedied. 

Thus J have fairly given you, Sir, my own opinion, as 
well as that of a great majority in both houſes here, re- 
lating to this weighty affair; upon which I am confident 
you may ſecurely reckon, I will leave you to make what. 
uſe of it you pleaſe. - 


I am with great reſpect, 


Dutlin, Dec. 4. 
370 N. SIR, 
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Some ARGUMENTS againſt enlarging the 
power of BIS Hops. in letting of LEASES X. 


Miki credite,. major hereditas venit unicuigue veſirum in 
tiſdem bonis a jure et a legibus, quam ab iis a guibut 
#la ipſa bona relicta ſunt. Cicero pro A. Cæcina. 


Written in the year 1723. 


N handling this ſubject I ſhall proceed wholly upon the 
ſuppoſition, that thoſe of our party who profeſs them- 
ſelves members of the church eſtabliſhed, and under the 
apoſtolical government of biſhops, do deſire the continu- 
ance and tranſmiſſion of it to poſterity, at leaſt in as good a 
condition as it is at preſent : becauſe as this diſcourſe is 
not calculated for Diſſenters of any kind, ſo neither will 
it ſuit the talk or ſentiments of thoſe perſons, who with the 
denomination of churchmen are oppreſſors of the inferior 
clergy, and perpetually quarrelling at the great incomes of 
the biſhops ; which is a traditional cant delivered down. 


ftom former times, and continued with great reaſon, al- 


though it be now near 200 years ſince almoſt three parts 

in four of the church- revenues have been taken from the 

clergy, beſides the ſpoils that have been gradually made 
0 „ . 


This pamphlet is intermixed with thoſe maſterly ſtrokes 
of irony, which are ſo often intermixed in Swift's works. The 
general ſubject of it leads me to recollect a circumſtance much 
to the Dean's honour: he could never be induced to take fines 


for any of the chapter- lands; he always choſe to raiſe the rents, 


as the method leaſt oppreſſive to the preſent tenant, and moſt. 
advantageous to all future tenants and landlords; He conſtant- 
ly refuſed to give charity out of the chapter-funds, which he 
alledged were ſcarce ſufficient to maintain the neceſſary repairs - 
of the cathedral, Orrerz, | 

; erer 
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ever ſince of glebes and other lands by the confuſion of 
times, the fraud of incroaching neighbours, or the power 
of oppreſſors too great to be encountered, 

About the time of the reformation many Popi/þ Biſhops 
of this kingdom, knowing they muſt have been ſoon eject- 
ed if they would not change their religion, made long 
leaſes and fee-farms of great part of their lands, reſerving 
very inconſiderable rents, ſometimes only a chiefry, by a 
power they aſſumed directly contrary to many ancient ca- 
nons, yet conſiſtent enough with the common law. This 
trade held on for many years after the biſhops became Pro- 
teſtants; and ſome of their names are ſtill remembered 
with infamy on account of enriching their families by ſuch 
ſacrilegious alienations. By theſe means Epiſcopal reve- 
nues were ſo low reduced, that three or four ſees were 
often united to make a tolerable competency. For ſome 
remedy to this evil, King James I. by a bounty that be- 
came a good Chriſtian prince, beſtowed ſeveral forfeited 
lands on the northern biſhoprics : but in all other parts of 
the kingdom the church continued ſtill in the ſame diſtreſs 
and poverty; ſome of the ſees hardly poſſeſſing enough to 
maintain a country-vicar. About the middle of King 
Charles I,'s reign the legiſlature here thought fit to pat a 
ſtop at leaſt to any farther alienations; and ſo a law was 
enacted, prohibiting all biſhops and other eccleſiaſtical cor- 
porations from ſetring their lands for above the term of 
twenty-one years; the rent reſerved to be one half of the 
real value of ſuch lands at the time they were ſet, without 
which condition the leaſe to be void. 

Soon after the reſtoration of King Charles II. the par- 
liament taking into conſideration the miſerable eſtate of the 
church, certain lands by way of augmentation were grant- 
ed to eight biſhops in the act of ſettlement, and confirmed 
in the act of explanation; of which bounty, as I remem- 
ber, three ſees were in a great meaſure defeated ; but by 
what accidents, it is not here of any importance to relate. 

This at preſent is the condition of the church in Ire- 
land with regard to Epiſcopal revenues: which I have thus 
briefly (and perhaps imperfectly) deduced for ſome infor- 
mation to thoſe whoſe thoughts do not lead them to ſuch 
conliderations, - . 
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, By virtue of the ſtatute already mentioned, under King 
Charles I. limiting eccleſiaſtical bodies to the term of twen. 
ty-one years, under the reſerved rent of half real value, 
the biſhops have had ſome ſhare in the gradual riſe of lands 
without which they could not have been ſupported with 
any common decency that might become their itation,> It 
is above eighty years ſince the paſſing of that act: the ſee 
of Meath, one of the beſt in the kingdom, was then worth 
about 400 J. per annum; the poorer ones in the ſame pro- 
portion, If this were their preſent condition, I cannot 
conceive how they would have been able to pay for their 
patents, or buy their robes: but this will certainly be the 
condition of their ſucceſſors, if ſuch a bill ſhould paſs, a 
they ſay is now intended, which 1 will ſuppoſe ; and be- 
lieve many perſons who may give a vote for it, are not a. 
ware of. 

However, this is the act which is now attempted to be 
repealed, or at leaſt eluded ; ſome are for giving biſhops 
leave to let fee-farms, others would allow them to let lea- 


ſes for lives; and the moſt moderate would repeal that 


clauſe, by which the biſhops are bound to let their lands at 
balf-valug. 

The 'reaſons for the riſe of valve in lands are of two 
kinds. Of the firſt kind, are long peace and ſettlement 
after the devaſtations of war; plantations,” improvements 
of bad ſoil, recovery of bogs and marſhes, advancement 
of trade and manufactures, increaſe of inhabitants, encou- 


ragement of agriculture, and the like. 


But there is another reaſon for the riſe of land, more 
gradual, conſtant, and certain; which will have its effects 
in countries that are very far from flouriſhing in any of 
the advantages I have juſt mentioned: 1 mean the perpe- 
tual decreaſe in the value, of gold and ſilver. I ſhall diſ- 
courſe upon theſe two different kinds with a view towards 
the bill now attempted. . 

As to the ſirſt: I cannot ſee how this kingdom 1s at any 


height of improvement, while foyr parts in five of the 
plantations for thirty years paſt have been real diſimprove- 


ments; nine in ten of the quickſet-hedges being ruined for 


want of care or ſkill, | And as to foreſt-trees, they being 
often taken out of woods, and planted in ſingle rows on 


the 


. 


-- 
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the tops of ditches, it is impoſſible they ſhould grow to be 
of uſe, beauty, or ſhelter, Neither can it be ſaid, that 
the ſoil of Ireland is improved to its full height, while fo 
much lies all winter under water, and the bogs made almoſt 
deſperate by the ill cutting of the turf, There hath in- 
deed been ſome little improvement in the manufactures of 
linen and woollen, although very ſhort of perfection; but 
our trade was never in ſo low a condition: and as to agri- 
culture, of which all wiſe nations have been fo tender, 
the deſolation made in the country by ingroſſing graziers, 
and the great yearly importation of corn from England, 
are lamentable inſtances under what diſcouragement it hes; 

But, notwithſtanding all theſe mortifications, I ſuppoſe 
there is no wellwiſher to bis country without a little hope, 
that in time the kingdom may be on a better foot in ſome 
of the articles above mentioned. But it would be hard, 
if eccleſiaſtical bodies ſhould be the only perſons excluded 
from any ſhare in public advantages, which yet can never 
happen, without a greater ſhare of profit to their tenantse 
if God ſends rain equally upon the juſt and the unjuſt, why 
ſhould thoſe who wait at his altars, and are inſtructors of 
the people, be cut off from partaking in the general bene- 
fits of law or of nature ? $4 TS 

But, as this way of reaſoning may ſeem to bear a more 
favourable eye to the clergy, than perhaps will ſuit with 
the preſent diſpoſition or faſhion of the age; I hall there- - 
fore dwell more largely upon the ſecond reaſon for the riſe 
of land, which is the perpetual decreaſe of the value of 
gold and ſilver. | | THEE 

This may be obſerved from the courſe of the Roman 
hiſtory above two thouſand years before thoſe inexhauſti- 
ble ſilver mines of Potofi were known, The value of + 
an obolus and of every other coin between the time of 
Romulus and that of Auguſtus gradually ſunk above five 
parts in ſix, as appears by ſeveral paſſages out of the beſt 
authors, And yet the prodigious wealth of that ſtate did 
not ariſe from the increaſe of bullion in the world by the 
diſcovery of new mines, but from a much more accidental 
cauſe, which was the ſpreading of their conqueſts, and 
thereby importing into Rome and Italy the riches of the 
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When the ſeat of empire was removed to Conſtanting. 
ple, the tide of money flowed that way without ever re. 
turning; and was ſcattered in Aſia, But when that migh. 
ty empire was overthrown by the northern people, ſuch x 
{top was put to all trade and commerce, that vaſt ſums of 
money were buried to eſcape the plundering of the con- 
querors ; and what remained was carried off by thoſe ra 
vagers. 5 | | : 

It were no difficult matter to compute the value of mo. 
ney in England during the Saxon reigns ; but the Monk. 
iſh and other writers ſince the conqueſt have put that mat. 
ter in a clearer light, by the ſeveral accounts they have gi. 
ven us of the value of corn and cattle in years of dearth 
and plenty. Every one knows that King John's whole por- 
tion, before he came to the crown, was but five thouſand 
pounds, without a foot of land, 

I have likewiſe ſeen the ſteward's accounts of an an- 
cient noble family in England written in Latin between three 
and four hundred years ago, with the ſeveral prices of wine 
and victuals, to confirm my obſervations. 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as others hare 
done) the different values of money for about four hundred 
years paſt. Henry Duke of Lancaſter, who lived about 
that period, founded an hoſpital in Leiceſter for a certain 
number of old men, charging his lands with a groat a-week 
to each for their maintenance, which is to this day duly 
paid them. In thoſe times, a penny was equal to ten 
pence halfpenny, and ſomewhat more than half a farthing 
in ours; which makes about eight ninths difference, 

This is plain alſo from the old cuſtom upon many eſtates 
in England to let for leaſes of lives, (renewable at plea- 
fure), where the reſerved rent is uſually about twelve pence 
a-pound, which then was near the half real value: and al- 
though the fines be not fixed, yet the landlord gets alto- 
gether not above three ſhillings in the pound of the worth 
of his land : and the tenants are ſo wedded to this cuſtom, 
that, if the owner ſuffer three lives to expire, none of 
them will take a leaſe on other conditions; or-if he brings 
in a foreigner who will agree to pay a reaſonable rent, the 
other tenants by all manner of injuries will make that fo- 


reigner ſo uneaſy, that he mult be forced to quit the farm; 
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as the late Earl of Bath felt by the-experience of abore 
ten thouſand pounds loſs. Y 

The gradua} decreaſe for about two hundred years af- 
ter was not conſiderable, and therefore I do not rely on the 
account given by ſome hiſtorians, that Harry VII. leſt 
behind him eighteen hundred thonſand pounds; for, al- 
though the Weſt Indies were diſcovered before his death, 
and although he had the beſt talents and inſtruments: for 
exacting of money ever poſſeſſed by any prince ſince the 
ume of Veſpaſian (whom he reſembled in many particulars), 
yet I conceive, that in his days the whole coin of England 
could hardly amount to ſuch a ſum, For in the reign of 
Philip and Mary, Sir —— Cockain of Derbyſhire, the 
beſt houſekeeper of his quality in the county, allowed his 
lady fifty pounds a-year for maintaming the family, one 
pound a year wages to each ſervant, and two pounds to the 
ſteward; as I was told by a perſon of quality who had 
ſeen the original account of his cxconomy. Now, this ſum 
of fifty pounds, added to the advantages of a large do- 
main, might be equal to about five hundred pounds a- year 
at preſent, or ſomewhat more than four Hie. 

The great plenty of ſilver in England began in Queen 
Eliſabeth's reign, when Drake and others took vaſt quan- 
tities of coin and bullion from the Spaniards either upon 
their own American coaſts, or in their return to Spain. 
However, fo much hath been imported annually from that 
time to this, that the value of money in England, and moſt 
parts of Europe, is ſunk above one half within the ſpace 
of an hundred years, notwithſtanding the great export of 
liver for about eighty years paſt to the Eaſt Indies, from 
whence it never returns. But gold not being liable to the 
ſame accident, and by new diſcoveries growing every day 
more plentiful, ſeems: in danger of becoming a drug. 

This hath been the progreſs of the value of money in 
former ages, and muſt of neceſſity continue ſo for the fu · 
ture, without ſome new invaſion of Goths and Vandals to 
deſtroy law, property, and religion, alter the very face of 
nature, and turn the world upſide down. | 
I muſt repeat, that what I am to ſay upon the ſubject 
is intended only for the conviction of thoſe among our 
wn party, who are true lovers of the church, and would 

Vor. III. S be 
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be glad it ſhould continue in a tolerable degree of proſpe. 
rity to the end of the world. | 
The church is ſuppoſed to laſt for ever both in its di. 

ſcipline and doctrine; which is a privilege common to e- 
very petty- corporation, who mult likewiſe obſerve the 
laws of their foundation. If a gentleman's eſtate, which 
now yields him a thouſand pounds a-year, had been ſet for 
ever at the higheſt value even in the flouriſhing days of 
King Charles II. would it now amount to above four or fire 
hundred at moſt? What if this had happened two or three 
hundred years ago; would the reſerved rent at this day be 
any more than a ſmall chiefry ? Suppoſe the revenues of a 
biſhop to have been under the ſame circumſtances z could 
he now be able to perform works of hoſpitality and cha- 
rity? Thus, if the revenues of a biſhop be limited to a thou · 
ſand pounds a-year ; how will his ſucceſſor be in a condition 
to ſupport his ſtation with decency, when the ſame deno- 
mination of money ſhall not anſwer an half, a quarter, or 
an eighth part of that ſum? Which muſt unavoidably be 
the conſequence of any bill to elude the limiting act, where - 
by the church was preſerved from utter ruin, 

The ſame reaſon holds good in all corporations whatſo- 
ever, who cannot follow a more pernicious practice than 
that of granting perpetuities, for which many of them 
Fmart to this day; although the leaders among them are 
often ſo ſtupid as not to perceive it, or ſometimes ſo 
knaviſh as to find their private account in cheating the 
community. Tra | F 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this growing 

evil about an hundred years ago; and inſtead of limiting 
their rents to a certain ſum of money, prevailed with their 
tenants to pay the price of ſo many barrels of corn to be 
_ valued as the market went at two ſeaſons (as I remember) 
in the year, For a barrel of corn is of a real intrinſic value, 
which gold and ſilver are not: and by this invention theſe 
colleges have preſerved a tolerable ſubſiſtence for their fel 
lows and ſtudents to this day. 6 Pix 5 
Ihe preſent biſhops will indeed be no ſufferers by fuch 
a bill; becauſe, their ages conſidered, they cannot expect 
to ſee any great decreaſe in the value of money; or at 
worſt they can make it up in the fines, which will 11 77 
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bly be greater than uſual upon the change of leaſes into 
' fee-farms or lives; or without the power of obliging their 


tenants to a real half-value, And, as I cannot well blame 


them for taking ſuch advantages, (conſidering the nature 
of humankind), when the queſtion is only, whether the 
money ſhall be put into their own or another maa's pocket ? 
ſo they will never be excuſable before God or man, if they 
do not to their death oppoſe, declare, and proteſt againſt 
any ſuch bill, as muſt in its conſequences complete the 
ruin of the church, and of their ow order in this king- 
dom, asf * | 
If the fortune of a private perſon be diminiſhed by the 
weakneſs, or inadvertency of his anceſtors, in letting leaſes 
for ever at low rents, the world lies open to his induſtry 
for purchaſing of more; but the church is barred by a dead 
hand; or if it were otherwiſe, yet the .cuſtum of making 
bequeſts to it hath been out of practice for almoſt two 
hundred years, and @ great deal directly contrary hath been 
its fortune, 2 
1 have been aſſured by a perſon of ſome conſequence, 
to whom I am likewiſe obliged for the account of ſome 
other facts already related, that the late * Biſhop of Saliſ- 
bury (the greateſt ig of that bench in his days) confeſſ- 
ed to him, that the liberty which biſhops in Bngland have 
of letting leaſes for lives would, in his opinion, be one day 
the ruin of Epiſcopacy there; and thought the church in 
this kingdom happy by the limitation · act. * 
And have we not already found the effect of this dif. 
ferent proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have not two Eng- 
liſh prelates quitted their peerage and ſeats in parliament, 
in a nation of freedom, fr p 
venue even in this unhappy kingdom, rather than lie under 


the mortification of living below their dignity at home? 


for which however they cannot be juſtly cenſured, I 
know indeed ſome perſons, who offer as an argument for 
repealing the limiting - bill, that it may in future ages pre- 
vent the practice of providing this kingdom with biſhops 
from England, when the only temptation will be removed. 
And they alledge, that, as things have gone for ſome years 


Dr Burnet. 
1 paſt, 


r the ſake of a more ample re- 
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' paſt, gentlemen will grow diſcouraged from ſending their 
{ons to the univerſity, and from ſuffering them to enter in- 
to holy orders, when they are likely to languiſh under à 
caracy or {mall vicarage to the end of their lives: bat this 
is all > vam imagination; for the decreaſe in the value of 
money will equally affect both Kingdoms: and beſides, 
when biſhopries here grow too {mall to invite over men of 
credit and conſequence, they will be left more fully to the 
diſpoſal of a chief governor, Who can never fail of ſome 
worthleſs illterate chaplain, fond of a title and pretedence, 
Thus will that whole bench in an age or two be compoſed 

| of mean, ignorant, fawning gownmen, humble ſappliants 

- and dependents upon the court for a morſel of bread, and 
ready to ſerve every turn that ſhall be demanded from 
them in hopes of getting ſome commendam tacked to their 
fees; which muſt then be the trade, as it is now too much 
ia England, to the great diſcouragement of the inferior 
clergy. Neither is that practice without example among 
us, "x5 | 

It is now abcut eighty-five years fince the paſſing of that 

kmiting- act, and there is but one inſtance in the memory 
of man of a biſhop's leaſe broken uport the plea of not be- 
ing ſtatutable; which, in every body's opinion, could have 
been loſt by no other perſon than he who was then tenant, 
and happened to be very ungracious in his county. In the 
prefent * Biſhop of Meath's cafe that plea did not avail, 
although the leaſe. were notoriouſly ynttaturable ; the rent 

_ reſerved being, as I have been told, not a feventh part of 
the real value; yet the jury upon their oarhs very gravely 

found it to be according to the ſtatute; and one of them 

was heard to fay, that he would cat hir ſhoet before lie 
would give a verdict for the biſhop. A very few more 

Hare made the ſame attempt with as little ſucceſs, Every 

biſhop and other eceleſiaſtical body reckon forty pounds in 
an hundred to be à reaſonable half - value; or if it be only 
2 third part, it ſeldom or never breeds any difference be- 
tween landlord and renant. But when the rent is from five 
to nine or ten parts leſs than the worth, the Biſhop, if he 
evnfults the goo of his ſee, will be apt to expoſtulate; and 


* Dr Evans, a Welchman. 
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the tenant, if he be an honeſt man, will have ſome regard to 
the reaſonableneſs and. juſtice of the demand, ſo as to yield 
to a moderate advancement, rather than engage in a ſuit, 
where law and equity are directly againſt him. By theſe 
means the biſhops have been ſo true to their truſts, as ta 

rocure ſome ſmall ſhare in the advancement of rents; 
although it be notorious, that they do not receive · the 


third penny (fines included) of the real value of their lands 


throughout the kingdom. | 

I was never able to imagine what inconvenience could 
accrue to the public by one or two thouſand pounds a-year 
in the hands of a Proteſtant Biſhop, any more than ob a 
lay perſon . The former, generally ſpeaking, liveth as 
piouſly and hoſpitably as the other; pays his debts as 

honeſtly, and ſpends as much of his revenue among his 
tenants :- beſides, if they be his immediate tenants, you 
may diſtinguiſh them at firſt ſight by their habits and hor- 


ſes ; or if you go to their houſes, by their comfortable 


way of living. But the misfortune is, that ſuch immediate 
tenants, generally ſpeaking, have others'under them, and ſo 
a third and fourth in ſubordination, till it comes to the ave/- 
der, (as they call him), who fits at a rack-rent, and lives as 
miſerably as an Iriſh farmer upon a new leaſe from a lay 
landlord, But ſuppoſe a biſhop happens to be avaricious, 
(as being compoſed of the ſame ſtuff with other men), the 


conſequence to the public is no. worſe. than if he were a 
ſquire; for he leaves his fortune to his fon or near relation, 


who, if he be rich enough, will never think of entering in- 
to the church. | 


And as there can be no diſadvantage to the public in a 
Proteſtant country, that a man ſhould hold lands as a Bi- 


/h2p, any more than if he were a temporal perſon; fo it 
is of great advantage to the community, where a biſhop 


lives as he ought to do. He is bound in conſcience to re- 


ſide in his dioceſe, and by a ſolemn promiſe to keep ho- 
ſpitality; his eſtate is ſpent in the kingdom, not remitted 
to England ; he keeps the clergy to their duty, and is an 


C This part of the paragraph is to be applied to the period 


when the whole was written, which was in 3723, when ſeveral 
of Queen Anne's biſhops were living, 
V3 example 
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example of virtue both to them and the people. Suppoſe 
bim an ill man; yet his very character will with-hold him 
from any great or open exorbitancies, But in fact it muſt 
be allowed, that ſome biſhops of this kingdom within 
twenty years paſt have done very ſignal and laſting acts of 
public charity; great inſtances whereof are the “ late and 
+ preſent Primate, and the Lord. Archbiſhop of Dublin 
that now is, who hath left memorials of his bounty in many 
parts of his province. I might add the Biſnop of || Raphoe, 
and ſeveral others: not forgetting the late Dean of Down, 
Dr Pratt, who beſtowed one thouſand pounds upon the 
univerſity; which foundation, (that I may obſerve by the 
way), if the bill propoſed fhould paſs, would be in the 
fame cireumſtances with the Biſhops, nor ever able again 
to advance the ſtipends of the fellows: and ſtudents, as 
lately they found it neceffary to do; the determinate ſum 
appointed by the ſtatutes for commons: being not half ſuf- 
ficient by the fall of money to afford neeeſſary ſuſtenance, 
But the paſſing of ſuch a bill muſt put an end to all eccle- 
fraſtieal beneficence for the time to come; and whether 
this will be ſupplied by thoſe who are to reap the benefit, 
better than it hath been done hy the grantees of impro- 
wiate tithes, who received them upon the old churchreon- 
ditions of keeping hoſpitaliry, it will“ be eafy to conjec- 
To alledge, that paſſing ſach a bill wood be a good 
encouragement to improve biſfiops lands, is a great error. 
Is it not the general method of landlords to wait the expi- 
ration of a leaſe, and then cant their lands to rhe higheſt 
bidder? And what ſhould hinder the fame courfe to be 
raker in church- leaſes, when the limitation is removed of 
paying half the real value to the Biſhop? In riding through. 
the countty how few' improvements do we ſee upon the 
eſtates of laymen, farther than about their own domains? 
To ſay the truth, it is a great misfortune as well to the 
public as to the Biſhops themſelves, that their lands are 
generally let to lords and great ſquires, who in reaſon 
were never deſigned to be tenants; and therefore may na- 


* Dr Marſh, J Dr King. 
+ Dr Liadſay. Dr Foſter. 
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tarally murmur at the payment of rent, as a-ſubſervieney 


they wete not born to. If the tenants to the church were 


honeſt farmers; they would pay their fines and rents with 
chearfulneſs, improve their lands, and thank God they 
were to give but a modetate hilf-value for what they held. 


| have heard a man of a thoufand pounds. a- year talk with 


great contempt of biſhops leaſes, as being on à worſe foot 


than the reſt of his eſtate; and he had certainly reaſon? . 


my-anſwer was, that ſuch Jeaſes were originally intended 
only for the beneſit of induſtrious huſbandmen, who would 
thiok it a great bleſſing to be'ſo provided for, inſtead of 
having his füfm ſcrewed up to the height, not eating one 
comfortable meal in a year, nor able to find ſhoes for his 


children. | 


know not any ad vantage that can accrue by ſuch a bill, 
except the preventing of perjury in jurymen, and falſe 
dealing in tenants; which is a remedy: like that of giving 
my money to an highwayman, before he attempts to take 
it by force; and ſo I ſhall be ſure to-prevent the ſin of 
robbery. by ate 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have made an end; 


when a bookſeller ſent me a ſinall pamphlet, imitled, The 


caſe of the latty, with ſome queries; full of the ſtrongeſt 
malice againft the* clergy, that I have any where met with 
ſince the reign of Toland, and others of that tribe. Theſe 
kinds of advocates do infinite miſchief to ou GO 
cauvst by giving grounds to the unjuſt reproaches of 
Tokr1es: and JacoBrTEs, who charge us with being 
enemies · to the church, If I bear an hearty: unfeigned 
loyalty to his Majeſty King GEORGE and the houſe 
of Hanover, not ſhaken in the leaſt by the hardſhips we 
lie under, which never can be imputable to ſo gracious a 
prince; if I: ſincerely abjure the yxRETENDER; and alf 


Poris 8UCCESSORS ; if I bear a due venetation to the 


glorious memory of the late King WILLIAM, who 
preſerved theſe kingdoms from Por ERY and sLA VERY 
with the expenſe of his blood, and hazard of his life; 
and laſtly, 1 am for a proper indulgence'to all Diſent- 


ers, I chink nothing: more can be reaſonably demanded of 


me as a Wi, and that my political catechiſm is full and 


complete, But whoever, under the ſhelter of that party- 
: denomination, 
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denomination, and of many great profeſſions of loyalty, 
would deſtroy, or undermine, or injure the nuR eſta- 


bliſhed; I utterly diſown him, and think he ought to chuſe 


another name of diſtinction for himſelf and his adherents, 
I came into the cauſe upon other principles, which by the 
grace of God I mean to preſerve as long as | live, Shall 
we juſtify the accuſations of our adverſaries ? Hoc 1thacus 
velit. — The TokiEs and JacoBiTEs will behold us, 
with a malicious pleaſure, determined upon the-ruin of our 
friends, For is not the preſent ſer of biſhops almoſt en- 
tirely of that number, as well as a great majority of the 
principal clergy? And a ſhort time will reduce the whole 
by vacancies upon death, ; 

An impartial reader, if he pleaſes to examine what 1 
have already ſaid, will eaſily anſwer the bold queries in 


the pamphlet 1 mentioned; he will be convinced, that % 


reaſon till flrongly exiſts, for which that limiting law 
was enacted. A reaſonable man will wonder, where can 
be the inſufferable grievance, that an eccleſiaſtical landlord 
ſhould expect a moderate or a third part value in rent for 
his lands, When his title is at leaſt as ancient and as legal 
as that of a layman; who is yet but ſeldom guilty of giving 
ſuch beneficial bargains. Has the nation been thrown into 
confuſion ® And have many poor families been ruined by 
rack-rents paid for the lands of the church? does the na- 
tion cry out to have a law that muſt in time ſend their 
biſhops a-begging ? But, God be thanked, the clamours of 
enemies to the church is not yet the cry, and I hope will 
never prove the voice of the nation, The clergy, . I con- 
ceive, will hardly allow that the people maintain them, 
any more than in the ſenſe that all landlords whatſoever are 
maintained by the people. Such aſſertions as theſe, and 
the inſinuations they carry along with them, proceed from 
principles which cannot be avowed by thoſe who are for 
preſerving the happy conſtitution in church and ſtate. 


' Whoever were the propoſers of ſuch queries, it might have 


provoked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps with more 
Juſtice than prudence, by ſhewing at whoſe door-the grie- 
vance hes. and that the biſhops at leaſt are not to anſwer 
for the poverty of tenants. ; | 

To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges the Epiſ- 
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apa rent · roll almoſt one half, let me ſappoſe that all the 
church · lands in the kingdom were thrown up to the laity; 
would the tenants in ſuch a caſe ſit eaſier in their rents 
than they do now? Or, would the money be equally 


ſpent in the kingdom ? No; the farmer would be ſcrewed | 


up to the utmoſt penny by the agents and ſtewards of ab- 
ſentees, and the revenues employed in making a figure at 
London; to which city a full third part of the whole u- 
come of Ireland is annually. returned, to anſwer that ſingle 
article of maintenance for Iriſh landlords. 

Another of his quarrels is againft plaralities and non- 
refidence. As to the former, it is a word of ill name, but 
not well underſteod. The clergy having been ſtripped of 
the greateſt part of their revenues, the g/eber being gene- 
rally loſt, the 7ithes in the hands of laymen, the charches 
demolifhed, and the countfy depopulated; in order to 
preſerve a face of Chriſtianity, it was neceſſary to unite 
ſmall vicaragos fufficient to make a tolerable maintenance 
for a minifter, The profit of ten of a dozen of theft 
unions ſeldom amounts to above eighty or an hundred 
pounds a- year. If there be a very few djgmtaricr, whoſe 
preferments are perhaps more liable to this accuſation, it 
is to be ſuppoſed, they may be /avourites of 1he tine; 
or perſons of /aperior merit, for whom there hath ever 
been- ſome indulgence in all governments, 

As to wor-ras/idence, I believe there is no Chriſtian 
country upon earth, where the elergy have leſs to anſwer 
for upon that article. I am confident there are not ten 
clergymen in the kingdom, who, properly ſpeaking, ean be 
termed non- reſidont,: for ſafely we are not reckon in 
that number thoſe who for want of glebes are forced to 
retire to the neareſt neighbouring village for a cabin to 

t their heads in; the leading man of the pariſh, when 

e makes the greateſt clamour, being leaſt diſpoſed to ac- 
commodate the uniſter with an acre of ground, And 
indeed, conſidering the difficulties the clergy lie under up- 
on this head, it hath been frequent matter of wonder to 
me, how they are able to perform that part of their duty 
lo well as they do. 


There 


r ²˙ mA I YE ue ret => ie 


— 


1 


266 ARGUMENTS AGAINST. 


There is a * noble author, who hath lately addreſſed 
to the houſe of Commons an excellent diſcourſe for the 
encouragement of agriculture; full of moſt uſeful hinti, 
which I hope that Honourable aſſembly will conſider as they 
deſerve. 1 am not a ſtranger to his Lordſhip ; and ex- 
cepting in what relates to the church, there are few per. 
fons with whoſe opinions I am better pleaſed to agree; and 
am therefore grieved when I find him charging the incon- 
veniencies in the payment of 7:thes upon the clergy and 
their proctort. His Lordſhip is above conſidering a very 
known and vulgar truth, that the meaneſt farmer hath all 
manner of advantages againſt the moſt power/ul clergymen, 
by whom it is impoſſible he can be wronged, although the 
miniſter were ever ſo evil diſpoſed ; the whole ſyſtem of fei- 
zing, perplexing, and deſrauding the proctor, or his maſter, 
being as well known to every ploughman, as the reaping or 
ſowing of his corn, and much more artfully practiſed. Be- 
ſides, the leading man in the pariſh muſt have his 2hes at his 
own rate, which is hardly ever above one quarter of the 
value, And 1 have heard it computed by many {kilful 
obſervers, whoſe intereſt was not concerned, that the cler- 
gy did not receive throughout the kingdom one half of 
what the laws have made their due, 

As to his Lordſhip's diſcontent againſt the 5;/hops court, 
I ſhall not interpoſe farther than in venturing my private 
opinion, that the clergy would be very glad to recover 
their juſt duet by a more hort, deciſive, and compulſive 

— than ſuch a cramped and limited juriſdiction will 

ow. | F: . 

His Lordſhip is not the only perſon diſpoſed to give the 
clergy the honour of being the /o/e encouragers of all new 


improvements. If hops, hemp, flax, and twenty things 


more are to be planted, the clergy alone muſt reward the 
induſtrious farmer by abatement of the tithbe. What if 
the owner of nine parts in ten would pleaſe to abate pro- 
portionably in his rent for every acre thus improved ? 
Would not a man juſt dropt from the clouds, upon a full 
hearing, judge the demand to be at leaſt as reaſonable? 


* The late Lord Moleſworth. 
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I believe no man will diſpute his Lordſhip's title to his 
eſtate; nor will I the jus divinum of tithes, which he 
mentions with ſome emotion. I ſuppoſe the affirmative 
would be of little advantage to the clergy, for the ſame 
reaſon that a maxim in /aw hath more weight in the 


world than an article of ſaith, And yet I think there 


may be ſuch a thing as /acri/ege ; becauſe it is frequently 
mentioned by Greek and Roman authors, as well as 
deſcribed in holy aurit, This I am, ſure of, that his Lord- 
ſhip would at any time excuſe a PARLIAMENT for not 
concerning itſelf in his properties without his own conſent, 

The obſervations I have made upon his Lordſhip's diſ- 
courſe, have not, I confeſs, been altogether proper to my 
ſubject: however, ſince he hath been pleaſed therein to 
offer ſome propoſals to the houſe of Commons with rela- 


tion to the clergy, I hope he will excuſe me for differing: 


from him; which proceeds from his own principle, the 
deſire of defending liberty and property, that he hath fo 
ſtrenuouſly and conſtantly maintained. 


But the other writer openly declares for a law impower- 


ing the biſhops to ſet /ee-farms; and ſays, Whoever in- 


limates, that they will deny their conſent to ſuch a rea» 


ſonable law, which the whole nation cries for, are ene- 


mies to them and the church. Whether this be his real 


opinion, or only a (train of mirth and irony, the matter is 


not much. However, my ſentiments are ſo directly con- 


trary to his, that, I think, whoever impartially reads 
and conſiders what 1 have written upon this argument, 
hath either no regard for the church eſtabliſhed under the 
hierarchy of biſhops, or will never conſent to any law that 
ſhall repeal or Ki 

real half-value, contained in the act of parliament decimo 
Caroli, For the preſervation of the inheritance, rights, and 


profits of lands belonging to the church and perſons eccle» 
Haſtical; which was grounded upon reaſons, that do ſtill 


and mult for ever ſubſiſt. 


OHober 21. 
1723. 
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The PxESBYTERIANS PLEA of MERIIT in 
order to take off the TESTH, impartially ex. 
amined. 


Written in the year 17 . 


| E have been told in the common news-papers, that 
all attempts are to be made this ſeſſion by the 


Eee and their abettors for taking off the teſt; as 
a kind of preparatory ſtep to make it go down ſmoother in 
England. For if once their light wauld ſo ſhine, the Pa. 


piſs delighted with the. blaze would all come in and dance 


about it. This I take to be a prudent method ; like that 
of a diſcreet phyſician, who firſt gives a new ard to 


a dog, before he preſcribes it to a human creature +, 


® See a letter on this ſubje, p. 234. of this volume; which 
was reprinted in Ireland on the fame occaſion that produced 
this and the three following tracts. 

+ The author begins this tract in the true vein of uit and ſpi- 
rit, by faying, ----- We have been told in the common news- 
papers, that all attempts are to he made this ſeſſion by the Preſſy- 
terians and their abettors for taking off the teſt; as a kind of 
preparatory. ſtep to make it go down ſmoother in England. For 
if once their light would: ſo ſhine, the Pat iſis delighted with the 
blaze would all come in and dance about it. This I take to 
be a prudent method ; like that of a diſcreet phyſician, who firſt 
gives a ne medicine te a dog; before he preſcribes it to a hu- 
man. creature.” ----- I have quoted this ſhort paſſage for the 
ſtyle, as well as the matter; and I Gare fay, even from hence 
you will be confirmed in one general obſervation, that Swift 
maintains and conducts his metaphors and alluſions, with a juſt- 
neſs particularly delicate and exact, and without the leaſt Riff- 
nels or affectation. I have formerly mentioned in what degree 
of contempt and hatred he held the Diſſenters, eſpecially the 
Preſbyterians [above, p. 233.) ; and I need only add, that as 
this pamphlet was written for the meridian of Ireland, it ought 
to have been placed with the other tracts on the ſame ſubject, 


Orrexy .------- And ſo it is * in this edition. | 
y he 
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The Presbyterians have, ever ſince the- revolution, di- 
rected their learned caſuiſts to employ their pens on this 
ſubject, by ſhewing the merits and pretenſions upon which 
they claim this juſtice, as founded upon the ſervices they 
did towards the reſtoration of King Charles II., and ar 
the revolution under the Prince of Orange. Which pleas 
I take to be the moſt ſingular in their kind, that ever 
were offered in the face of the ſun, againſt the moſt-glaring 
lights of truth, and againſt a continuation of public facts 
known to all Europe for twenty years together, I ſhall . 
therefore impartially examine the merits and conduct of 
the Presbyterians upon thoſe two great events, . and the 
pretenſions to favour which they challenge upon them. 
Soon after the reformation of the church in England 

under Edward VI. upon Queen Mary's ſucceeding to the 
crown (who reſtored Popery), many Prote/tants fled out 
of England to eſcape the perſecution raiſed againſt the 


church, as her brother had left it eſtabliſhed, Some of 


theſe exiles went to Geneva; which city had received 
the doctrine of Calvin, and rejected the government of 
biſhops; with many other refinements. © Theſe Engliſh 
exiles readily embraced the Geneva ſyſtem z and having 
added further improvements of their own, upon Queen 
Mary's death returned to England; where they preached 
up their new opinions, inveighing bitterly againſt Epzſco- 
pacy, and all rites and ceremonies, however innocent and 
ancient in the church; building upon this foundation, ro 
run as far as poſſible from Popery even in the molt minute 
and indifferent circumſtances. This faction, under the 
name of Puritan, became very turbulent during the whole 
reign of Queen Eliſabeth, and were always diſcouraged 
by that wiſe Queen, as well as by her two ſucceſſors. 
However, their numbers as well as their inſolence and 
perverſeneſs ſo far increaſed, that ſoon after the death of 
King James I. many inſtances of their petulancy and 
ſcurrility are to be ſeen in their pamphlets written for 
ſome years after (which was a trade they began in the 
days of Queen Eliſabeth), particularly with great rancour 
againſt the biſhops, the habits, and the ceremonies : ſuch 
were thoſe ſcurrilous libels under the title of Martin Mar- 
prelate, and ſeyeral others. And although the Earl of 
Vol. III. 3: Z Clarendon © 
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Clarendon tells us, until the year 1640 (as I remember) 
the kingdom was in a (tate of perfect peace and happineſs, 
without the leaſt appearance of thought or defign towards 
making any alterations in religion or government; yet! 
have found by often rummaging for old books in Little 
Britain and Ducklane, a great number of pamphlets print- 
ed from the year 1630 to 1640, full of as bold and im- 
' pious railing expreſſions againſt the lawful power of the 
crown, and the order of biſhops, as ever were uttered 
during the rebellion or the whole ſubſequent tyranny of 
that fanatic anarchy, However, I find it manifeſt, that 
Puritaniſm did not erect itſelf into a new ſeparate ſpecies 
of religion till (ome time after the rebellion began. For 
in the latter times of King James I. and the former 
part of his ſon, there were ſeveral Puritan biſhops, 
and many Puritan private clerygmen; while people went 
as their inclinations led them to hear preachers of each 
party in the pariſh-churches, for the Puritan clergy had 
received Epiſcopal orders as well as the reſt. But ſoon af- 
ter the rebellion broke out, the term Puritan gradually 
dropt, and that of Presbyterian ſucceeded ; which ſect was 
in two or three years eſtabliſhed in all its forms, by what 
they called an ordinance of the Lords and Commons, with- 
out conſulting the King, who was then at war againſt his 
rebels. And from this period the church continued under 
perſecution, -until monarchy was reſtored in the year 
1660. | | | 
In a year or two after we began to hear of a new party 
riſen, and growing in the parliament as well as the army, 
under the name of Independent: it ſpread indeed ſome- 
what more in the latter; but not equal with the Presy- 
{erians either in weight or number, until the very time the 
King was murdered, | | 
When the King, who was then a priſoner in the iſle of 
Wight, had made his laſt conceſſions for a peace to the 
commiſhoners of the parliament, who attended him there; 
upon their return to London they reported his Majelty's 
anſwer in the houſe. Whereupon a number of moderate 
members, who, as Ludlow fays, hed ſecured their own 
terms with that prince, managed with ſo much art as to 
1 | e | obtain 
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obtain a majority in a thin houſe, for paſſing a vote, that 
the King's conceſſions were a ground ſor a ſuture ſettle- 
ment. But the great officers of the ariny, joining with the 
diſcontented members, came to a reſolution of excluding all 


| thoſe who had conſented to that vote; which they exe- 


cuted in a military way. Ireton told Fairfax the general, 
a rigid Precbyterian, of this reſolution; who thereupon 
iſſued his orders for drawing out the army the next motn- 
ing, and placing guards in Weſtminſter-hall, the court of” 
requeſts, and the [bby ; who, in obedience to the General, 
in conjunction with thoſe members who had oppoſed the 
vote, would let no member enter the houſe except thoſe of 
their own party, Upon which the queſtion for bringing 
the King to juſtice wes immediately put, and carried wath- 
out oppoſition that I can find, Then an order was made 
for his triad; the time and place appointed; the judges 
named, of whom Fairfax himſelf was one; although by 
the advice or threats of his wife he declined ſitting among 
them. However, by freſh orders uodet his own hand, 
which [ have ſent in print, he appointed guards to attend the 
judges at the trial, and to keep the city in quiet; as he dil 
likewiſe to prevent any oppoſition from the people upon 
the day of execution. | gs +. 

From what I have already deduced it appears manifeſt, 
that the differences between thoſe two ſects, Preſlyterian 
and Independent, did not then amount to half fo much as 
what there is between a Tig and Tory at preſent among 
us. The defign of utterly entirpating monarchy and Epi- 
ſcopacy was equally the ſame in both : evidently the con- 
ſequence of the very ſame principles, upon which the Pre/- 
byterians alone began, continued, and would have erded 
in the ſame events; if towards the concluſion they had not 
been bearded by that new party, with whom they could 
not agree about dividing the ſpoil. However, they held a 
good ſhare of civil and military employments during the 


. whole time of the uſurpation; and their names, actions, 
and preferments, are frequent in the accounts of thoſe 
times, For I make no doubt, that all the prudent Pre, 
bzterians comphed in proper ſeaſons, falling in with the 
Brezm ; and thereby got that ſhare in employments which 
Z 2 many 
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many of them held to the reſtoration ; and perhaps too 
many of them after, In the ſame manner we find our wi- 
Teſt Tories in both kingdoms, upon the change of hands 
and meaſures at the Queen's death, have endeavoured for 
' ſeveral years by due compliances to recover the time they 
had loſt by a temporary obſtinacy ; wherein they have well 
ſucceeded, acording to their degrees of merit; of whoſe 
names I could here make honourable mention, if I did not 
fear it might offend their modeſty. As to what is alledged, 
that ſome of the Presbyterians declared openly againſt the 
King's murder; I allow it to be true. But from what mo- 
tives? No other can poſlibly be aſſigned than perfect ſpite, 
rage, and envy, to find themſelves wormed out of all 
power by a new infant-ſpawn of Independents ſprung from 
their own bowels. It is true, the differences in religious 
tenets between them are very few and trifling ; the chief 
quarrel, as far as I remember, relating to copgregational and 
national aſſemblies. But where-ever intereſt or power think 
ſit to interfere, it little imports what principles the oppo- 
fite parties think fit to charge upon each other : for we ſee 
at this day, that the Tories are more hated by the whole 
ſet of zealous Whips, than the very Papiſit themſelves; 
and in cffe&t as much unqualified for the ſmalleſt office: 
although both theſe parties aſſert themſelves to be of the 
fame religion in all. its branches of doctrine and diſcipline; 
and profeſs the ſame loyalty to the fame Proteſtant King 
and his heirs. 5 | 
If the reader would know what became of this Inde- 
pendent party, upon whom all the miſchief 1s charged by 
their Presbyterian brethren, he may pleaſe to obſerve, that 
during the whole uſurpation they contended by degrees with 
their parent ſec, and, as I have already faid, fhared in em- 
ployments ; and gradually, after the reſtoration, mingled 
with the maſs of Presbyterians ; lying ever ſince undiſtin- 
guiſhed in the herd of Diſſenters. | | 
The Presbyterian merit is of as little weight, when 
they alledge themſelves inſtrumental towards the King's 
reſtoration, The kingdom grew tired with thoſe ridicu- 
lous models of government : firſt, by a houſe of Lords and 
Commons without a King ; then without Biſhops ; cat 
8 4 War 
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| wards by a Rump * and Lords Temporal ; then by a Rump 
alone; next by a ſingle perſon for life, in conjunction with 
a Council; by A gitators; by Major-generals ; by a new 
kind of Repreſentatives from the three kingdoms ; by the 
| of the Liberties of England ; with other ſchemes 
that have ſlipt out of my memory. Cromwell was dead; 
his ſon Richard, a weak ignorant wretch, who gave up his 
monarchy much in the fame manner with the two uſurping 
Kings of Brentford ; the people haraſſed with taxes and 
other oppreſſions. The king's party, then c- lled the Cava- 
liers, began to recover their ſpirits, The few nobility ſcat- 
tered through the kingdom, who lived in a moſt retired 
mannner, obſerving the confuſion of things, could no longer 
endure to be ridden by bakers, coblers, brewers, and the 
like at the head of armies, and plundering every where | | 
like French dragoons. The Rump aflembly grew deſpi- , 
cable to thoſe who had raiſed them : the city of London 
exhauſted by almoſt twenty years” contributing to their = 
own ruin, declared againſt them. The Rump, after ma- 
ny deaths and reſurrections, was in the moſt contemptuous 
manner kicked out, and burnt in effigy, The excluded 
members were let in : a free parliament called in as legal a 
manner as the times would allow ; and the King reſtored. > 

The ſecond claim of Presbyterian merit is founded up- 
on their ſervices againſt the dangerous deſigns of King 

James II. while that prince was uſing all his endeavours to 
introduce Popery, which he openly profeſſed upon his co- 
ming to the crown; to this they add their eminent ſervi- 
ces at the revolution under the Prince of Orange, 

Now, the quantum of Presbyterian merit during the 
four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and ill-adviſed 
prince, as well as at the time of the revolution, will 
eaſily be computed by a recourſe to a great number of 
hiſtories, pamphlets, and public papers, printed in thoſe 
times and ſome afterwards ; beſides the verbal teſtimonies 
of many perſons * alive, who are old enough to have 
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* This name was given to that part of the houſe of Commons, 
which remained after the moderate men had been expelled by 
. military force Hawkef. | 
I lun the Rehearſal. Hawke. 
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3 and obſerved the Diſſenters conduct in that critical 

period. | 
It is agreed, that upon King Charles II.'s death, ſoon 
after his ſucceſſor had publicly owned himſelf a Roman · Ca- 
tholic, he began with his firſt careſſes to the church - party; 
from whom having received very cold diſcouraging an- 
ſwers, he applied to the Presbyterian leaders and teach- 
ers; being adviſed by his prieſts and Popiſh courtiers, that 
the ſafeſt method towards introducing his own religion 
would be by taking off the ſacramental teſt, and giving a 
full liberty of conſcience to all religions, (I ſuppoſe that 
profeſſed Chriſtianity), It ſeems that the Presbyterians in 
the latter years of King Charles II. upon account of certain 
plots (allowed by Biſhop Burnet to be genuine) had been for - 
a ſhort time forbid to hold their conventicles. Whereup- 
on theſe charitable Chriſtians, out of perfect reſentment 
againſt the church, received the gracious offers of King 
James with the ſtrongeſt profeſhons of loyalty, and highelt 
acknowledgments for his favour. I have ſeen ſeveral of 
their addreſſes, full of thanks and praiſes, with bitter in- 
ſinuations of what they had ſuffered ; putting themſelves 
and the Papiſis upon the ſame foot, as fellow-ſufferers 
for conſcience; and with the ſtyle of our brethren the Ro- 
man Catholics, About this time began the project of clo- 
 feting, (which hath ſince been practiſed many times with 
more art and ſucceſs), where the principal gentlemen of the 
kingdom were privately catechiſed by his Majeſty, to know, 
whether, if a new parliament were called, they would a- 
gree to paſs an act for repealing the ſacramental teſt, and 
eſtabliſhing a general liberty of conſcience. But he recei- 
ved ſo little encouragement, that deſpairing of ſucceſs, he 
had recourſe to his diſpenſing power, which the judges had 
determined to be part of his prerogative. By colour of 
this determination he preferred ſeveral Presbyterians, and 
many Papiſii, to civil and military employments. While 
the King was thus buſied, it is well known that Monſieur 
Fagel, the Dutch envoy in London, delivered the opinion 
of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, concerning the re- 
peal of the 7%; whereof the King had ſent an account to 
their Highneſſes, to know how far they approved of it. 
The ſubltance of their anſwer, as reported by Fagel, 7 
. | | is, 
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this, That their Highneſſes thought very well of a liber- 
ty of conſcience ; but by no means of giving employments 
to any other perſons than thoſe who were of the national 
church. This opinion was conſirmed by ſeveral reaſans : 
1 cannot be more particular, not having the paper by me, 
although it hath been printed in many -accounts of thoſe 
times, And thus much every moderate churchman would 
perhaps ſubmit to: but to truſt any part of the civil power 
in the hands of thoſe, whoſe intereſt, | inclination, con- 
ſcience, and former practices have been wholly: turned ta 
introduce a different ſyſtem of religion and government, hath 
very few examples in any Chriſtian ſtate; nor any at all in 


Holland, the great patroneſs of univerſal toleration. 


. Upon the ficlt intelligence King James received of an in- 
tended invaſion by the Prince of Orange, among great num- 
bers of /-api/ts to increaſe his troops he gave commiſſions 
to ſeveral Presbyterians; ſome of whom had been officers 
under the Rump; and particularly he placed one Richards, 
a noted Presbyterian, at the head of a regiment, who had 


been governor of Wexford in Cromwell's time, and is of- 
ten mentioned by Ludlow in his memoirs. This regiment 
was raiſed in England againſt the Prince of Orange: the 


Colonel made his ſon a captain, whom 1 knew, and who 


was as zealbus a Presbyterian as his father. However, at 


the time of the Prince's landing, the father, eaſily foreſeeing 


how things would go, went over, like many others, to the 


Prince, who continued him in his regiment ; but coming 
over a year or two after, to aſſiſt in raiſing the ſiege of 
Derry, he behaved himſelf ſo like either a coward or a 
traitor, that his regiment was taken from him. 

I will now conſider the conduct of the church-party dau- 
ring the whole reign of that unfortunate King. They were 


ſo unanimous againſt promiſing to paſs an act for repealing 


the teſt, and eſtabliſhing a general liberty of conſcience, 
that the King durſt not truſt a parliament ; but encouraged 
by the profeſſions of loyalty given him by his Presbyterian 


friends, went on with his diſpenſing power. 


The church-clergy at that time are allowed to have 
written the beſt collection of tracts againſt Popery, that e- 


ver appeared in England; which are to this day in the 


\ 


bighelt eſteem, But, upon the ſtricteſt inquiry, I could 


never 
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never hear of above one or two papers publiſhed by the 
Presbyterians at that time upon the ſame ſubject. Seven 
great Prelates (he of Canterbury among the reſt) were ſent 
to the tower for preſenting a petition, wherein they deſired 
to be excuſed in not obeying an illegal command from the 
King. The Biſhop of London, Dr Compton, was ſum- 
moned to anfwer before the commiſſioners for eccleſiaſtical 
affairs, for not ſuſpending Dr Sharp (afterwards Archbiſhop 
of York) by the King's command. If the Presbyteriaut 
expreſſed the ſame zeal upon any occaſion, the inſtances of 
it are not, as I can find, left upon record, or tranſmitted 
by tradition. The proceedings againſt Magdalen college 
in Oxford, for refuſing to comply with the King's man- 
date for admitting a profeſſed Papiſt upon their founda- 
tion, are a ſtanding proof of the courage and firmneſs in 
religion ſhewn by that learned ſociety to the ruin of their 
fortunes. The Prevbyterians know very well, that ! 
could prduce many more inſtances of the fame kind. But 
theſe are enough in ſo ſhort a paper as I intend at preſent, 
It is, indeed very true, that after King William was 
ſettled on the Engliſh throne, the Presbyterians began to 
appear, and offer their credentials, and demand favour: 
and the new King having been originally bred a Calviniſt, 
was defirous enough to make them eaſy (if that would do 
it) by a legal toleration; although in his heart he never 
bore much affection to that ſet; nor deſigned to favour 
them farther than as it ſtood with the preſent ſcheme of 
politics; as I have long fince been aſſured by the greateſt 
men of Whig principles at that time in England, 
It is likewiſe true, nor will it be denied, that when the 
King was poſſeſſed of the Engliſh crown, and the-remain- 
der of the quarrel was left to be decided in this kingdom; 
the Prerbyterians wiſely choſe to join with the Proteſtant 
army, rather than with that of King James their old friend, 
whoſe affaus were then in a manner deſperate. They 
were wiſe enough to know, that this kingdom divided a- 
gainſt itſelf could never prevail againſt the united power 
of England. They fought pro aris et focis ; for their 
eftates and religion; which latter will never ſuffer ſo much 
by the church of England, as by that of Rome, where 
they are counted heretics as well as we: and nn 
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ly they have no other game to play, But what merit 
they can build upon having joined with a Proteſtant army, 
under a King they acknowledged, to defend their own li- 
berties and properties againſt a Popiſh enemy under an ab- 
dicated King, 'is, I confeſs, to me abſolutely inconceive- 
able; and, I believe, will equally be ſo for-ever to any 
reaſonable man. | DEA] STE nn 

When theſe ſectaties were ſeveral years ago making the 
ſame attempt for aboliſhing the teſt, many groundleſs re- 
ports were induſtriouſly and ſeaſonably ſpread of an inva- 
fion threatened by the pretender on the north of Ireland. 
At which time the Preshyterians in their pamphlets ar- 
gued in a menacing manner, that if the pretender ſhould 
invade thoſe parts of the kingdom where the numbers 
and eſtates of the Diſſenters chiefly lay, they would fit 
{till, and et ur fight our own battles; ſince they were to 
reap no advantage, which ever ſide ſhould be victors. If 
this were the courſe they intended to take in ſuch a caſe, 
I defire to know, how they could contrive ſafely to ſtand 
neuters, otherwiſe than by a compact with the pretend- 
er and his army to ſupport their neutrality, and protect 
them againſt the forces of the crown ? This is a neceſſary 
ſuppoſition ;- becauſe they muſt otherwiſe have inevitably 
been a prey to both. However, by this frank declaration 
they ſufficiently ſhewed their good-will, and confirmed 
the common charge laid at their door, that a Scottiſh or 
northern Presbyterian hates our Epiſcopal eſtabliſhed 
church more than Popery itſelf, And the reaſon for this 
hatred is natural enough; becauſe it is the church alone 
that ſtands in the way between them and power; which 
Popery doth not. | 3 

Upon this occaſion I am in ſome doubt, whether the 
political ſpreaders of thoſe chimerical invaſions. made a 
judicious choice in fixing the northern parts of Ireland for 
that romantic enterpriſe. Nor can I well underſtand the 
widom of the Presbyterians in countenancing and con- 
firming thoſe reports; becauſe it ſeems to caſt a moſt in- 
famous reflection upon the loyalty and religious principles 
of their whole body : for if there had been any truth in 
the matter, the conſequence muſt have been allowed, 


that the pretender counted upon more aſſiſtance from his 
| father's 
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father's friends the Prerbyterians by chuſing to land ig 
thoſe very parts, where their number, wealth, and power 
molt prevailed, rather than among thoſe of his own reli- 
gion. And therefore in charity to this ſec I rather incline 
to believe, that thoſe reports of an invaſion were formed 
and ſpread by the race of {mall politicians, in order to dy 
a ſeaſonable job. 

As to Popery in general, which for a thouſand years 
paſt hath been introducing and multiplying corruption 
both in docttine and diſcipline; I look upon it to be the 
moſt abſurd ſyſtem of Chriſtianity profeſſed by any nation, 


But I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in much dan. 


ger from it. The eſtates of Papiſts are very few; crum- 
bling into ſmall parcels, and daily diminiſhing ;| their com- 
mon people are ſunk in poverty, 1gnorance, and cowardice; 
and of as little conſequence as women and children, 
Their nobility and gentry are at leaſt one half ruined, 
baniſhed, or converted: they all ſoundly feel the ſmart of 
what they ſuffered in the laſt Iriſh war: ſome of them are 
already retired into foreign countries ; others, as I am 
told, intend to follow them; and the reſt, I believe to 
a man, who {till poſſeſs any lands, are abſolutely de- 
termined never to hazard them again for the ſake of cfta- 
bliſhing-their ſaperſtition. If it hath been chonght fit, as 


ſome obſerve, to abate of the law's rigour againſt Popery 


in this kingdom, I am confident it was done for very wilt 
reaſons, conſidering the ſituation of affairs abroad at dif- 
ferent times, and the intereſt of the Proteſtant religion in 
general. And as I do not find the leaſt fault in this pro- 
- ceeding ; ſo I do not conceive why a ſunk, diſcarded par- 
ty, who neither expect nor defire any thing more than 2 
quiet life, ſhould under the names of Higb- fiers, Jaco- 
bites, and many other vile appellations, be charged ſo 
often in print and at common tables with endeavouring to 
introduce Popery and the pretender ; while the Papiſts ab- 
hor them above all other men on account of ſeverities a- 
gainſt their prieſts in her late Majeſty's reign, when the 
zow dicbanded reprobate party was in power. This 1 
was convinced of ſome years ago by a long journey into 
the ſouthern parts; where I had the curioſity to ſend for 
many prieſts of the pariſhes I paſſed through, and a 0. 4 
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great ſatisfaction found them every where abounding in 
profeſſions of loyalty to the late King George; for which 
they gave me the reaſons above mentioned; at the ſame | 
time complaining bitterly of the hardſhips they ſuffered un- 
der the Queen's /aft miniſtry. 

I return from this digreſſion to the modeſt demands of 
the Pretbyterians for a repeal of the ſacramental teſt, as 
a reward for their merits at the re/foration and the revolu- 
tian; which merits 1 have fairly repreſented, as well as 
my memary would allow me. If 1 have committed any 
miſtakes, they muſt be of little moment. The facts and 
principal circumſtances are what I have obtained and digeſt- 
ed from reading the hiſtories of thoſe times written by each 
party; and many thouſands have done the fame as well as 
I, who I am ſure have in theit minds drawn the ſame con- 
duſions, | | 

This is the faction, and theſe the men, who are now 
reſuming their applications, and giving in their bills of me- 
nit to both kingdoms upon two points, which of all others 
they have the leaſt pretenſions to offer, I have collected 
the facts with all poſſible impartiality from the corrent 
hiltdries of thoſe times; and have fhewn, although very 
briefly, the gradual proceedings of thoſe ſectaries, under 
the denominations of Puritans, Preibyterians, and Inde- 
endents, for about the ſpace of an hundred and eighty 
years, from the beginning of Queen Eliſabeth to this pre- 
ſent time. But notwithſtandiog all that can be ſaid, theſe 
very ſchiſmatics (for ſuch they are in temporals as well as 
ſpirituals) are now again expecting, ſoliciting, and demand- 
ing, (not without inſinuated threats, according to their 
cuſtom), that the parliament ſhould fix them upon an equal 
foot with the church eſtabliſhed. I would fain know to 
what branch of the legiflature they can have the forehead 
to apply. Not to my Lords the Biſhops z who mult have 
often read how the predeceſſors of this very faction, acting 
upon the ſame principles, drove the whole bench out of 
the houſe ; who were then, and hitherto continue, one of 
tho three eſtates : not to the temporal peers, the ſecond of 
the three eſtates, who muſt have heard, that immediately 
after thoſe rebellious fanatics had murdered their King, 
they voted a hauſe of Lards to be uſeleſs and — 
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and would let them fit no longer, otherwiſe than when 
elected as Commoners : not to the houſe of Commots; 
who muſt have heard, that in thoſe fanatic times the 
Presbyterian and Independent commanders in the army 
by military power expelled all the moderate men out of 
the houſe, and left a rump to govern the nation : laſtly, 
not to the crown; which thoſe very /aints deſtined to 
rule the earth trampled under their feet, and then in cold 
blood murdered the bleſſed wearer. 

But the ſeſhon now approaching, and a clan of diſſenting 
teachers being come up to town from their northern head- 
quarters, accompanied by many of their elders and agents, 
and ſupported by a general contribution to ſolicit their 
eſtabliſhment with a capacity of holding all military as 
well as civil employments, 1 think it high time that this 
paper ſhould ſee the light. However, I cannot conclude 
without freely confeſſmg, that if the Presbyterians ſhould 
obtain their ends, I could not be ſorry to find them miſ- 


taken in the point, which they have molt at heart by the 


repeal of the e: I mean the benefit of employments, 
For after all, what aſſurance can a Scottiſh northern Diſ- 
ſenter born on Iriſh ground have, that he ſhall be treated 
with as much favour as a TRUE SCO born beyond the 
Tweed? | | | 

1 am ready enough to believe, that all I have ſaid will 
avail but little, I have the common excuſe of other men, 
when I think myſelf bound by all religious and civil ties to 
diſcharge my conſcience, and to warn my countrymen up- 
on this important occaſion, It is true, the advocates for 
this ſcheme promiſe a new world after this bleſſed work 
ſhall be completed; that all animoſity and faction mult 
immediately drop; that the only diſtinction in this kingdom 
will then. be of Papiſt and Proteſtant : for as to Whig 
and Tory, high-church and Jow-church, Jacobite and Ha- 
noverian, court and country party, Engliſh and Iriſh in- 
tereſts, Diſſenters and 'Conformiſts, new light and old 
light, Anabaptift and Independent, Puaker and Muggle- 


 4onian ; they will all meet and jumble together into a per- 
fect harmony at the ſeſſions and aſſizes, on the bench and 


in the revenues, and upon the whole, in all civil and milita- 
ry truſts, not excepting the great councils of the ws 
| - 4 
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| For it is wiſely argued thus : That a kingdom being no more 
than a larger knot of friends met together, it is againſt the 
| rules of good manners to ſhut any perſon out of the com- 
pany, except the Papiſte, who profeſs themſelves of ano- 
ther club, | 5 

I am at a loſs to know, what arts the Prerbyterian ſect 
intends to uſe in convincing the world of their loyalty to 
kingly government, which, (long before the prevalence, or, 
even the birth of their /ndependent rivals), as ſoon as the 
King's forces were overcome, declared their principles to 
be againſt monarchy, as well as Epiſcopacy and the houſe 
of Lords, even until the King was reſtored: at which event 
although they were forced to ſubmit to the preſent power, 
yet I have not heard, that they did ever to this day re- 
nounce any one principle, by which their predeceſſors then 
ated; yet this they have been challenged to do, or at 
leaſt to ſhew that others have done it for them, by a cer- 
tain * Doctor, who, as I am told, hath much employed 
his pen in the like diſputes, I own they will be ready 
enough to inſinuate themſelves into any government: bur 
if they mean to be honeſt and upright, they will and muſt 
endeavour by all means, which they ſhall think lawful, to 
introduce and eſtabliſh their own ſcheme of religion, as 
neareſt approaching to the word of God, by caſting out all 
ſuperſtitious ceremonies, eccleſiaſtical titles, habits, diſ- 
tinctions, and ſuperiorities, as rags of Popery, in order 
to a thorough reformation; and as in charity bound to 
promote the ſalvation of their countrymen, wiſhing with 
St Paul, that the whole kingdom were ar they are, But 
what aſſurance will they pleaſe to give, that when their 
ſect ſhall become the national eſtabliſhed worſhip, they will 
treat us DISSENTERS as we have treated them? Was 
this their courſe of proceeding during the dominion of the 
ſaints? Were not all the remainders of the Epiſcopal 
church in thoſe days, eſpecially the clergy, under a per- 
ſecution for above a dozen years equal to that of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians under Heathen emperors ? That this pro- 
ceeding was ſuitable to their principles, is known enough; 
for many of their preachers then writ books expreſsly a- 


* The late Dr Tiſdel, who died June 1736. 
vor. III. Aa gainſt 
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gainſt allowing any liberty of conſcience. in a religion 
different from their own; producing many arguments 
to prove that opinion, and among the reſt one frequent- 
ly inſiſted on; that allowing ſuch a liberty would be tg 
eſtabliſh iniquity by a law *. Many of theſe writings are 
yet to be ſeen ; and I hear have been quoted by the Doctor 
above mentioned. | | 
As to their great objection of proſtituting that holy in- 
ſtitution, the bleſſed ſacrament, by way of a teſt before 
admittance into any employment; I aſk, whether they 
would not be content to receive it after their own man- 
ner for the office of a judge, for that of a commiſſioner 
in the revenue, for a regiment of -horſe, or to be a lord 
Jaſtice, I believe they would ſcruple it as little, as a long 
grace before and after dinner, which they can ſay without 
bending a knee; for as I have been told, their manner of 
taking bread and wine in their conventicles is performed 
with little more ſolemnity than at their common meals, 
And therefore, ſince they look upon our practice in recei- 
ving the elements to be idolatrous, they neither can nor 
ought in conſcience to allow us that liberty, otherwiſe 
than by connivance, and a bare toleration, like what is 
permitted to the Papi/is, But leſt we ſhould offend 
them, 1 am ready to change this teſt for another ; although 
I am afraid, that ſanctiſied reaſon is by no means the point 
where the difficulty pinches, and 1s only offered by pre- 
tended churchmen; as if they could be.content with our 
| believing, that the impiety and profanation of making the 
ſacrament a teſt were the only objection. I therefore pro- 
poſe, that before the preſent Jaw be repealed, another may 
be enacted; that no man ſhall receive any employment be- 
fore he ſwears himſelf to be a true member of the church 
of Ireland, in doctrine and diſcipline, &c. and that he will 
never frequent or communicate with any other form of 
worſhip. It ſhall likewiſe be further enacted, That who- 
ever offends, Cc. ſhall be fined five hundred pounds, im- 
riſoned for a year and a day, and rendered incapable of 
all public truſt for ever. Otherwiſe I do inſiſt, that thoſe 


* See many hundred quotations to prove this, in the treatiſe 
Called, S otch- Presbyterian Eloguence. 
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pious, indulgent, external profeſſors of our national reli- 
gion ſhall either give up that fallacious hypocritical reaſon 
for taking off the teſt, or freely confeſs, that they deſire 
to have a gate wide open for every ſect without any teſt 
at all, except that of ſwearing loyalty to the King: which 
however, conſidering their principles with regard to mo- 
narchy yet unrenounced, might, if they would pleaſe to 
look deep enough into their own hearts, prove a more bit- 
ter teſt, than any other that the law hath yet invented. 
For from the firſt time that theſe ſectaries appeared in 
the world, it hath been always found by their whole pro- 
ceedings, that they profeſſed an utter hatred to kingly 
government, I can recolle& at preſent three civil eſta- 
bliſhments, where Calviniſts and ſome other reformers 
who rejected Epiſcopacy, poſſeſs the ſupreme power; and 
theſe are all republics; I mean, Holland, Geneva, and 
the reformed Swiſs cantons. I do not ſay this in diminu- 
tion or diſgrace to commonwealths ; wherein I confeſs L 
have much altered many opinions under which I was edu- 
cated, having been led by ſome obſervation, long experience, 
and a thorough deteſtation for the corruptions of mankind : 
inſomuch that I am now juſtly: liable to the cenſure of 
Hobbes, who complains, that the youth of England im- 
bibe ill opinions from reading the hiſtories of ancient 
Greece and Rome, thoſe renowned ſcenes of liberty and 
every virtue, | 
But as to monarchs, who mult be ſappoſcd well to ſtudy 
and underſtand their own intereſt; they will beſt conſi- 
der, whether thoſe people, who in all their actions, preach- 
ings, and writings have openly declared themſelves againſt 
regal power, are to be ſafely placed in an equal degree 
of favour and truſt with thoſe who have been always. 
found the true and only friends to the Engliſh eſtabliſh- 
ment, From which conſideration, I could have added one 
more artiele to my new teſt, if I had thought it worth my 
time. 
have been aſſured by ſome perſons who were preſent, 
that ſeveral of theſe diſſenting teachers, upon their fir{t 
arrival hither to ſolicit the repeal of the teſt, were plea- 
ſed to expreſs their gratitude by publicly drinking the 
healths of certain eminent patrons, whom they pretend to 
A a 2 have: 
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have found among us. If this be true, and that the teſt 
muſt be delivered up by the very ſuperiors appointed 13 
defend it, the affair is already in effect at an end, What 
ſecret reaſons thoſe patrons may have given for ſuch a 
return of brotherly love, I ſhall not inquire : for, O my ſoul, 
come not thou into their ſecret; unto their aſſembly, min: 
honour, be not thou united. For in their anger they ſlecy 
a man, and in their ſelf-will they digged down a wall, 
Curſed be their anger, for it qwas fierce ; and their wrath, 
for it was cruel, I will divide them in Jacob, and 
ſcatter them in Iſrael. 


The ADVANTAGES propoſed by” repealing: ther 
SAcRAMENTAL TEesT, impartially conſi- 
dered. | 5 


Written in the year 1732. 


Hoever writes impartially upon this ſubject, muſt* 
do it not only as a mere ſecular man, but as one 
who is altogether indifferent to any particular ſyſtem of 
Chriſtianity, And I think, in whatever country that reli- 
gion predomigates, there is one certain form of worſhip and 
ceremony, which is looked upon as the: eſtabliſhed ; and 
conſequently, only the prieſts of that particular form are- 
maintained at the public charge; and all ciwul employments 
beſtowed among thoſe who comply (at leaſt outwardly); 
with the ſame eſtabliſhment, | 
This method is. ſtrictly obſerved, even by our neigh-- 
bours the Dutch, who are confeſſed to allow the fulleſt: 
liberty of conſcience of any Chriſtian. ſtate; and yet are 
never known to admit any perſons into civil offices, who do · 
not-conform to the legal worſhip; As to their military 
men, they are indeed not ſo ſcrupulous; being by the na- 
ture of their government under a neceſſity of hiring foreign» 
troops of whatever religious denomination upon every 
great emergency, and maintaining no. ſmall numberga- time 
of peace. Wo 
This caution therefore of, making one. eſtabliſhed faith 
ſeems to. be univerſal, and founded upon the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſons, the miſtaken or affected zeal .of obſtinacy and en- 
thuſiaſm having produced ſuch a number of horrible de- 
ſtructive events throughout all Chriſtendom. For who- 
ever begins to think the national worſhip is wrong in any 
important article of practice or belief, will, if he be ſeri- 
ous, natutally have a zeal to make as many proſelytes as 
he can: and a nation may poſſibly have an hundred dif- 
ferent ſects with their leaders; every one of which hath : 
an equal. right to plead, that they muſt obey, God. ratherr 
„ than 


——— * 
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than man; muſt cry aloud and ſpare not; mult lift up 

their voice like a trumpet. | 
This was the very caſe of England during the fanatic 
times. And againſt all this there ſeems to be no defence, 
but that of ſupporting one eſtabliſhed form of doctrine and 
diſcipline ; leaving the reſt to a bare liberty of conſcience, 
but _— any maintenance or encouragement from the 
public, 
Where-ever this national religion grows ſo corrupt, or 

1s thought to do ſo by a very great majority of landed 
people joined to the governing party, whether prince or 
fenate, or both, it ought to be changed; provided the work 
might be done without blood or confuſion. Yet, whenever 
ſuch a change ſhall be made, ſome other eſtabliſhment muſt 
ſacceed, although for the worſe; allowing all deviations, 
that would break the union, to be only tolerated. In this 
ſenſe, thofe who affirm that every law which is contrary 
to the law of God, is void in itſelf, ſeem to be miſtaken: 
for many laws in Popiſh kingdoms and ſtates, many more 
among the Turks, and perhaps not a few in other coun- 
tries, are directly againſt the divine laws; and yet, God 
knows, are very far from being void in the executive 
part. 
Thus, for inſtance, if the three eſtates of parliament in 
England (whereof the Lords Spiritual, who repreſent the 
church, are one) ſhould agree and obtain the royal aſſent 
to aboliſh Epiſcopacy, together with the liturgy, and the 
whole frame of the Engliſh church, as burthenſome, dan- 
 gerour, and contrary to holy ſcripture ; and that P 1 

bytery,. Anabaptiſm, Qualeriſin, Independency, Muggle- 
tonianiſiu, Browniſm, Familiſm, or any other ſubdivided 
ſect among us, ſhould be eſtabliſhed in its place: without 
queſtion all peaceable ſubjects ought paſſively to ſubmit; 
and the predominant ſe& muſt become the religion eſta- 
bliſhed; the public maintaining no other teachers, nor ad- 
mitting any perſons of a different religious profeſſion into 
civil offices, at leaſt if their intention be to preſerve the 
Nation In peace. * 

Suppoſing then, that the preſent ſyſtem of religion were 
aboliſhed ; and Presbytery, which I find ſtands the faireſt, 
with its ſynods and claſſes, and all its forms and ceremo- 
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nies eſſential or circumſtantial, were erected into the na- 


tional worſhip: their teachers, and no others, could have 


any legal claim to be ſupported at the public charge, whe- 
ther by ſtipends or tithes ; and only the reſt of the ſame 
faith to be capable of civil employments. 


If there be any true reaſoning in what I have laid down, 


it ſhould ſeem, that the project now in agitation for repeal- 
ing the te/t-ad, and yet leaving the name of an eſtabliſh- 


ment to the preſent national church, is altogether incon- 


ſiſtent; and may admit of conſequences, which thoſe who 


are the moſt indifferent to any religion at all, are poſſibly. 


not aware of, 


I preſume, whenever the 2% ſhall be repealed, which 


obliges all men who enter into office under the crown, to 
receive the ſacrament according to the rites of the church 
of Ireland; the way to employments will immediately be 


left open to all Diſſenters, (except Papiſis ), whoſe con- 


ſciences can ſuffer them to take the common oaths in ſueh 
caſes preſcribed ; after which, they are qualified to fill any 
lay-ſtation in this kingdom, from that of chief governor to 
an exciſeman. 
Thus, of the three judges on each bench the firſt may 


be a Presbyterian, the ſecond a free-will Baptiſt, and 


the third a Churchman ;, the Lord Chancellor may be an 


Independent; the revenues may be managed by ſeven com- 
miſhoners of as many different ſets; and the like of all 


other employments : not to mention the ſtrong . probabi- 
lity, that the lawfulneſs of taking oaths may be revealed 


to the Quakers, who then will ſtand upon as good a foot 


for preferment, as. any other loyal ſubjects. It is ob- 


vious to imagine, under ſuch a motley adminiſtration of af- 
fairs, what a claſhing there will be of intereſt and inclina-- 
tions; what pullings and hawlings backwards and for- 


wards ; what a zeal and bias in each religioniſt to ad- 
vance his own tribe, and depreſs the others. For I ſup- 
pole nothing will be readier granted, than that ho indif- 
ferent ſoever moſt men are in faith and morals, yet, whe- 
ther out of artiſice, natural complexion, ot love of con- 
tradiction, none are more obſtinate in maintaining their 


than 


own opinions, and worrying all who differ from them, 


— — — — — 


leaping out of the window than fuffer a rape; yet ſtil 
continued her trade of lewdneſs, while ſhe. had any cu- 


. ſtomers left, 
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- than thoſe who publicly ſhew the lealt ſenſe either of re 


ligion or common honeſty. 
As to the latter, Biſſtop Burnet tells us, chat the Pref. 


: byterians-1 in the fanatic times profeſſed themſelves to be 


above morality ; which, as we find in ſome of their wii. 


- tings, was numbered among the beggarly elements : and ac. 
cordingly at this day no ſeruples of conſcience with re 
to conformity are, in any trade or calling, inconſiſtent with 


the greateſt fraud; oppreſſion, perjury, or any other vice. 

This brings. to my memory a paſſage in Montaigne, of 
a- common proſtitute, who, in the ſtorming of a town, 
when a ſoldier came up to her chamber and offered vio- 
lence to her chaſtity, rather choſe to venture her neck by 


I: confeſs, that, in my private judgment, an unlimited 
permiſſion of all ſects whatſoever (except Papiſit) to en- 
joy employments would be leſs pernicious to the public, 


than a fair ſtruggle between two contenders; becauſe, in 


the former caſe, ſuch a jumble of principles might poſk. 
bly have the effect of contrary poiſons mingled together; 


which a ſtrong conſtitution might perhaps be able for ſome 
time to ſurvive, 


But however. I ſhall take the other apd more probable 


ſuppoſition, that this battle for employments is to be 


fought only between the Presbyterians, and thoſe of the 


church yet eſtabliſhed... I ſhall not enter into the. merits 


of either {ide by examining, which of the two is the bet. 


ter ſpiritual economy, or which is moſt ſuited to our ci- 
vil conſtitution; but the queſtion turns upon this point; 


when the Prerhjteriant ſhall have got their ſhare of em- 


ployments, (which muſt be one full half, or elſe they 


cannot look upon themſelves as fairly dealt with), I alk, 
whether they ought not by their own principles, and by 
the ſtricteſt rules- of conſcience, to uſe the utmoſt of their 
ſkill, power, and influence in order to- reduce the whole 
kingdom to an uniformity in religion, both as to doctrine 
and diſcipline moſt agreeable to the word of God. Where- 
m-if they can ſucceed without blood, (as under the pre- 


ſent diſpoſition of ting it is very poſſible they may), it 
18 
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is to be hoped they will at laſt be ſatisfied : only I would 
warn them of « few difficulties. The firſt is of compro- 
miſing among themſelves that important controverſy about 
the old light and the new ; which otherwiſe may after 
this eſtabliſhment ſplit them as wide as Papiſt and Prote/t- 
ant, Whig and Tory, or Churchman and Diſſenter ; and 
conſequently the work will be to begin again: for in re- 
ligious quarrels it is of little moment, how few or-ſmall 
the differences are; eſpecially when the diſpute is only a- 
bout power, Thus the zealous Presbyterians of the North 
are more alienated from the eſtabliſhed clergy, than from the 
Romiſh prieſts ; taxing the former with idolatrous worſhip, 
as diſguiſed Papi/ts, Ceremony-mongers, and many other 


terms of art; and this for a very powerful reaſon ; becauſe 


the clergy ſtand in their way, which the Popiſh prieſts do 
not. Thus I am aſſured that the quarrel between o and 
new light men is managed with more rage and rancour, than 
any other diſpute of the higheſt importance; and this, be- 
cauſe it ſerves to leſſen or increaſe their ſeveral congrega- 
tions, from whom they receive their contributions. 
Another difficulty, which may imbarraſs the Presby- 
terians after their eſtabliſhment, will be, how to adjuſt 
their claim of the &ir&4's independency on the civil power, 
with the conſtitution of this monarchy z a point ſo deli- 
cate, that it hath often filled the heads of great patriots 
with dangerous notions of the church-clergy without the 
leaſt ground of ſuſpicion, _ n | | 
As to the Presbyterians allowing liberty of conſcience 
to thoſe of Epiſcopal principles, when their own &ir4 ſhall 
be predominant ; their writers are ſo univerſally agreed in 
the negative, as well as their practice during Oliver's reign, 
that I believe no reaſonable churchman (who muſt then be 
a Diſſenter) will expect it. 2 25 
I ſhall here take notice, that in the diviſion of employ- 
ments among the Presbyterians after this approaching re- 
peal of the 7 ff · act, ſuppoſing them in proper time to have 
an equal ſhare, the odds will be three or four to one on 
their ſide in any farther ſcheme they may have towards 
making their religion national. For I reckon all thoſe 


gentlemen ſent over from England, whatever religion they 


profeſs or have been educated in, to be of that 1 4 
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_ fince it is no mark of prudence for any perſons to oppoſe 
the current of a nation, where they are in ſome ſort on] 
ſojourners; unleſs they have it in direction. | 
If there be any maxim in politics not to be controlled, 
it muſt be the following: That thoſe whoſe private intereſt 
is united with the intereſt of their country, ſuppoſing them 
to be of equal underſtanding with the reſt of their neigh. 
bours, will heartily wiſh, that the nation ſhould thrive, 
Out of theſe are indubitably excepted all perſons who are 
ſent from another kingdom to be employed in places of 
profit or power; becauſe they cannot poſhbly bear any af- 
fection to the place where they ſojourn, even for life; 
their ſole buſineſs being to advance themſelves by follow- 
ing the advice of their principals, I except likewiſe thoſe 
perſons who are taken into offices, although natives of 
the land ; becauſe they are greater gainers while they keey 
their offices, than they could poſhbly be by mending the 
miſerable condition of their country. | 
I except, thirdly, all hopers, who by balancing accounts 
with themſelves turn the ſcale on the ſame fide ; becauſe 
the ſtrong expectation of a good certain ſalary will out- 
weigh the loſs by bad rents received out of lands in mo- 
neyleſs times. r 
If my Lords the Biſhops, who, I hear, are now employ- 
ed in a ſcheme for regulating the conduct and maintenance 
of the inferior clergy, ſhall in their wiſdom and piety, and 
love of the church, conſent to this repeal of the 7%, I have 
not the leaſt doubt, that the whole reverend body will 
chearfully ſubmit to their ſpiritual fathers; of whoſe pa- 
ternal tenderneſs for their welfare they have already found 
ſo many amazing inſtance. 4 
I am not therefore under the leaſt concern about the 
clergy on this account. They will (for ſome time) be no 
great ſufferers by this repeal; becauſe 1 cannot recollect 
among all our ſects any one that giveth latitude enough 
to take the oaths required at an inſtitution to a church. i- 
ving; and until that bar ſhall be removed, the preſent E- 
piſcopal clergy are ſafe for two years. Although it may 
be thought ſomewhat unequal, that in the northern parts, 
where there may be three Diſenters to one _— 
| | (264 4 2 
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the whole revenue ſhall be ingrolſed by him who hath ſo 
ſmall a part of the cure, * 

It is true indeed, that this diſadvantage which the 
Diſenters at preſent lie under, of a diſability to receive 
church-preferments, will be eaſily remedied by the repeal 
of the 71%. For the Diſſenting teachers are under no in- 
capacity of accepting civil and military employments; 
wherein they agree perfectly with the Popi/h elergy; a- 
mong whom great cardinals and prelates bave been com- 
manders of armies, chief miniſters, knights of many or- 
ders, ambaſſadors, ſecretaries of ſtate, and in moſt high 
offices under the crown; although they aſſert the indeli- 
ble character, which no ſectaries among us did ever aſ- 
ſume. But, that many, both Prerbyteriant and Inde- 
pendents, commanders as well as private ſoldiers, were 
profeſſed preachers in the time of their dominion, is allow- 
ed by all. Cromwell himſelf was a preacher; and hath 
left us one of his ſermons in print, exactly in the ſame 
ſtyle and manner with thoſe of our modern Presbyterian 
teachers : ſo was Colonel Howard, Sir George, Downing, 
and ſeyeral others whoſe names are on record. I can 
therefore ſee no reaſon why a painful Presbyterian teacher, 
as ſoon as the 7% ſhall be repealed, may not be privi- 
leged to hold along with the ſpiritual office and ſtipend a 
commiſſion in the army or the civil liſt in commendam : 
for, as I take it, the church of England is the only body 
of Chriſtians, which in effe& diſqualifies thoſe who are 
employed to preach its doctrine, from ſharing in the civil 
power, farther than as ſenators : yet this was a privilege 
begun in times of Popery, many hundred years before the 
reformation, and woven with the very inſtitution of our 
lmited monarchy, | 

There is indeed another method, whereby the ſtipends 
of diſſenting teachers may be raiſed, and the farmer much 
tcheved ; if it ſhould be thought proper to reward a peo- 
ple ſo deſerving, and ſo loyal by their principles. Every 
biſhop upon the vacancy of a church · living can ſequeſter 
the profits for the uſe of the next incumbent. Upon a 
lapſe of half a year the donation falls to the archbiſhop, 
and after a full year to the crown, during pleaſure. 
Therefore it would be no hardſhip for any clergyman a- 


live, 
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tive, if (in thoſe parts of Ireland, where the number of 
ſectaries much exceeds that of the conformiſts) the pro- 


fits, when ſequeſtered, might be applied to the ſupport 
of the diſſenting teacher, who hath ſo many ſouls to take 


care of: whereby the poor tenants would be much relie. 


ved in thoſe hard times, and 1n a better condition to pay 
their rents. | | | 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, againſt 
which a remedy doth not ſo readily occur. For ſuppo- 
ſing the teſt- act repealed, and the Diſſenters in conſe. 
quence fully qualified for all ſecular employments ; the 
queſtion may ſtill be put, whether thoſe of Ireland will be 
often the perſons on whom they ſhall be beſtowed ; be- 
cauſe it is imagined, there may be * another ſeminary in 


view, more numerous and more needy, as well as more me. 


riting, and more eaſily contented with ſuch low offices; 


which ſome nearer neighbours hardly think it worth ſtir- 


ring from their chimney-fides to obtain. And, I am told, 
it is the common practice of thoſe who are ſkilled in the 
management of bees, that when they ſee a foreign ſwarm 
at ſome diſtance, approaching with an intention to plunder 
their hives, theſe artiſts have a trick to divert them into 
ſome neighbouring apiary, there to make what havock they 
pleaſe. This I ſhould not have hinted, if I had not known 
it already to have gotten ground in many ſuſpecting heads; 
for it is the pecaliar talent of this nation to ſee dangers a- 
far off: to all which I can only ſay, that our native Pre/- 
bzterians muſt by pains and induſtry raiſe ſuch a fund of 


' merit, as will anſwer to a birth fix degrees more to the 


North. If they cannot arrive at this perfection, as ſeveral 
of the eſtabliſhed church have compaſſed by indefatigable 
pains, I do not well ſee how their affairs will much mend 
by repealing the et: for to- be qualified by law to accept 
an employment, and yet to be diſqualified in fact, as it will 
much increaſe the mortification, ſo it will withdraw the 
pity of many among their wellwiſhers, and utterly de- 


prive them of that merit they have ſo long made, of be- 
ing a loyal, true Proteſtant people, perſecuted only for 


religion. 


by Scotland 
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FF this happen to be their cafe, they muſt wait maturi- 
ty of time; until they can by prudent, gentle ſteps, make 
their faith become the religion eſtabliſhed in the nation ; 
after which, I do not in the leaſt doubt, that they will 
take the moſt effectual methods to ſecure their power a- 


whereof, if we may form a future opinion from preſent 
times, and the diſpoſitions of Di/enters, who love to make 


a thorough reformation, the number and qualities will be. : 


yery inconſiderable. | | 

Thus I have, with the utmoſt ſincerity, after long think- 
ing, given my judgment upon this arduous affair; but with 
the utmoſt deference and ſubmiſſion to public wiſdom and 
power, | | 


* 


Vor. III. Bb Qrenzs 


gainſt thoſe who muſt then be Diſſenters in their turn; 
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Qs relating to the SACRAMENTAL Tysv. 
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Written in the year 1732. 


Query, MI Hether hatred and violence between par- 
: ties in a ſtate be not more inflamed by 
different views of intereſt, than by the greater or leſſet 
differences between them either in religion or government? 

Whether it be any part of the queſtion at this time, 


Which of the two religions is worſe, Popery or Fanaticiſm; 


or not rather, Which of the two (having both the ſame 
good will) is in the hopefulleſt condition to ruin the 
church? | | 

Whether the ſectaries, whenever they come to prevail, 
will not ruin the church as infallibly and effectually as the 
Papiſts ? 43 

Whether the prevailing ſectaries could allow liberty of 
conſcience to Diſenters without belying all their former 
practice, .and almoſt all their former writings ? 

Whether many hundred thouſand Scotch Preſbyterians 
are not full as virulent againſt the Epiſcopal church, as they 
are againſt the Papi/ts ; or as they would have us think 
the Papiſtzare againſt them? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moſt diſtinguiſhed for al- 
lowing liberty of conſcience, do ever admit any perſons, 
who profeſs:a different ſcheme of worſhip from their own 
into civil employments, although they may be forced by 
the nature of their government to receive mercenary troops 


of all religions? 


Whether the Diſſentert ever pretended, until of late 

rs, to deſire more than a bare toleration ? 

Whether, if it be true, what a ſorry pamphleteer aſ- 
ſerts, who lately writ for repealing the /t, that the Di/- 
ſentem in this kingdom are equally numerous with the 
churchmen, it would not be a neceſſary point of prudence 
by all proper and Jawful means to prevent their further in- 
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The great argument given by thoſe whom they call 


low churchmen, to juſtify the large tolerations allowed to 


Diſenters hath been, that by ſuch indulgencies the ran- 
cour of thoſe ſectaries would gradually wear off, many of 
them would come over to us, and their parties in a little. 
ume crumble to nothing. F236 ? 
Query, Whether if what the above pamphleteer aſſerts, 
that the ſectaries are equal in numbers with conformiſts be 
true, it doth not clearly follow, that thoſe repeated tole- 
rations have operated directly contrary to what thoſe /ow- 
church politicians pretended to foreſee and expect? 
Whether any clergyman, however dignified or diſtin- 
guiſhed, if he think his own profeſſion molt agreeable to 
holy ſcripture and the primitive church, can really wiſh in 


his heart, that all ſectaries ſhould be upon an equal foot 


with the churchmen in the point of civil power and employ- 
ments? 
Whether Epiſcopacy, which is held by the church to be 
a divine and apoſtolical inſtitution, be not a fundamental 
point of religion, particularly in that eſſential one of con- 
ferring holy orders ? 
Whether, by neceſſary conſequences, the ſeveral expe- 
dients among the ſectaries to conſtitute their teachers are 
not abſolutely null and void? | 
Whether the ſectaries will ever agree to accept ordina - 
tion only from biſhops ? | 


Whether the biſhops and clergy will be content to give: 


up Epiſcopacy, as a point indifferent, without which the: 
church can well ſubſiſt? 15 
Whether that great tenderneſs towards ſectaries, which 
now ſo much prevails, be chiefly owing to the fears of 
Popery, or to that ſpirit of Atheiſm, Deiſm, Soepticiſm, 
and exuverial immorality, which all good men ſo much la- 

ment: 2 
Granting Popery to have many more errors in religion 
than any one branch of the ſectaries, let us examine the 
actions of both, as they have each affected the peace of 
theſe kingdoms, with allowance for the ſhort time which the 
ſectarĩes had to act in, who are in a manner but of yeſter-- 
day. The Papiſſs in the time of King James II. uſed all 
endeavours to eſtabliſh their ſuperſtition, wherein they * 
| Bb 2 
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ed by the united power of Engliſh church-Proteſtants with 
the Prince of Orange's aſſiſtance. But it cannot be aſſert- 
ed, that theſe bigotted Papiſts had the leaſt deſign to op- 
poſe or murder their King, much Jeſs to aboliſh kingly go- 
vernment; nor was it their intereſt or inclination to attempt 
either, | | 

On the other fide, the Puritans, who had almoſt from 
the beginning of Queen Eliſabeth's reign been a perpetual 
thorn in the church's fide; joining with the Scotch enthuſi- 
aſts in the time of King Charles I. were the principal cauſe 
of the Iriſh rebellion and maſſacre, by diſtreſſing that prince, 
and making it impoſſible for him to ſend over timely ſuc- 
cours. And after that pious prince had fatisfied his par- 
liament in every ſingle point to be complained of, the ſame 
ſectaries, by poifoning the minds and affections of the peo- 
ple with the moſt Falſe and wicked repreſentations of their 
King, were able in the compaſs of few years to imbroil the 


three nations in a bloody rebellion at the expenſe of many 


| thouſand livres; to turn the kingly power into anarchy ; to 
murder their prince in the face of the world, and (in their 
own ſtyle) to deſtroy the church root and branch, 

The account therefore {ſtands thus: The Papiſts aimed 
at one pernicious act, which was to deſtroy the Proteſtant 
religion; wherein by God's mercy, and the aſſiſtance of 
our glorious King William, they abſolutely failed. The 
ſeQaries attempted the three moſt infernal actions that 
could poſſibly enter into the hearts of men forſaken by 
God; which were, the murder of a moft pious King, the 
deſtruction of the monarchy, and the extirpation of the 
church; and ſucceeded in them all. | 

Upon which I put the following queries : Whether any 
of thoſe ſectaries have ever yet in a ſolemn public manner 
renounced any one of thoſe principles upon which their 
predeceſſors then acted? | 

Whether, confidering the cruel perfecutions of the Epi- 
ſcopal church during the courſe of that horrid rebellion, and 
the conſequences of it until the happy reſtoration, it is not 
manifeſt, that the perſecuting ſpirit lies fo equally divided 
between the Papiſts and the ſectaries, that a feather would 
turn the balance on either fide ? | 

And therefore, laſtly, Whether any perſon of common 

| underſtanding, 
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underſtanding, who profeſſeth himſelf a member of the 
church eſtabliſhed, although perhaps with little inward re- 
card to any religion, (which is too often the caſe), if he 
loves the peace and welfare of his country, can after cool 
thinking rejoice to ſee a power placed again in the hands of 
ſo reſtleſs, ſo ambitious, and ſo mercileſs a faction, to act. 
over all the ſame parts a ſecond time? | 8 

Whether the candour of chat expreſſion ſo frequent of 
late in ſermons and pamphlets, of the firength and number 
of the Papiſts in Ireland, can be juſtified ? for as to their 
number, however great, it is always magnified in propor- 
tion to the zeal or politics of the ſpeaker and writer ; but 
it is a groſs impoſition upon common reaſon to terrify us 
with their ſtrength, Por Popery, under the circumſtances 
it lies in this kingdom, although it be offenſive and incon · 
venient enough from the conſequences it hath. to increaſe; 
the rapine, floth, and ignorance, as well as poverty of the: 
natives, is not properly dangerous in that ſenſe, as ſome 
would have us take it; becauſe it is univerſally bated by- _ 
every party of a different religious profeſſion, It is the 
contempt of the wiſe ; the beſt topic for clamours of de - 
ſigning men; but the real terror only of fools. The land- 
ed Popiſh intereſt. in England far exceeds that among us, 
even in proportion to the wealth and extent of each king - 
dom. The little that remains here is daily dropping into 
Proteſtant hands by purchaſe or deſcent : and that affect - 
ed complaint of counterfeit converts will fall with the cauſe 
of it in half a generation, unleſs it be raiſed or kept alive 
a3 a continual fund of merit and eloquence. The Papiſis 
are wholly diſarmed: they have neither courage, leaders, 
money, or inclinations: to rebel: they want every advan» 
tage which they formerly poſſeſſed, to follow that trade 
and wherein even with thoſe advantages they always muſ* 
carried: they appear very eaſy and ſatisfied under that con · 
nivance, which they enjoyed during the whole laſt reign; 
nor ever ſcrupled to reproach another party, under which: 
they pretend to have ſuffered ſo much ſeverity. 

Upon theſe conſiderations I muſt. confeſs to have ſuſpend- 
ed much of my pity towards the great dreaders of. Pope-- 
' Ty; mary of whom appear to be hale, ſtrong, active, 
young men; who, as I am told, eat, drink, and fleep- 

. Bb 3; -: heartily ;, 
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heartily ; and are very chearful (as they have exceeding 
good reaſon) upon all other ſubjects. However, I cannot 
too much commend the generous concern which our neigh- 
bours, and others who come from the ſame neighbourhood, 
are ſo kind to expreſs for us upon this account; althou 
the former be farther removed from the danger of Popery 
by twenty leagues of falt water: but this, I fear, is a 
digreſſion. | 
When an artificial report was raiſed here many years 

ago of an intended invafion by the-pretender, (which blew 
over after it had done its office), the Diſſenters argued in 
their talk and in their pamphlets after this manner, ap- 
plying themſelves to thoſe of the church: Gentlemen, if 
the pretender had landed, as the law now ſtands, we 
durſt not afhſt you; and therefore, unleſs you take off 
the %, whenever you ſhall happen to be invaded in ear. 
neſt, if we are deſired to take up arms in your defence, 
ont anſwer ſhall be, Pray, Gentlemen, fight your own bat - 
tles; we will lie by quietly; conquer your enemies by 
yourſelves, if you can; we will not do your drudgery. 
This way of reafoning 1 have heard from ſeveral of their 
chiefs and abettors in an hundred conyerfations; and have 
read it in twenty pamphlets: and I am confident it will 
era again, if the project ſhould fail to rake off the 
fe/?. | | 292 

Upon which piece of oratory and reaſoning I form the 
following query. Whether in caſe of an invaſion from 
the pretender (which is not quite fo probable as from the 
Grand Signior) the Diſſenters can with prudence and ſafety 
offer the ſame plea; except they fhall have made a pre- 
vious ſtipulation with the invaders ? And whether the full 
freedom of their religion and trade, their lives, proper- 
ties, wives and children, are not, and have not always 
been reckoned, ſufficient motives for repelling invaſions; 
eſpecially in our ſectaries, who call themſelves the trug 
Proteſtants by virtue of their pretended or real fierceneſs 
' againſt Popery ? | 

Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate the day 

of the martyrdom of the bleſſed King Charles I. injoined 
by act of parliament, can be juſtly reckoned a pon 
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and diſtinguiſhing mark of good affection to the preſent | 


government 2 


Whether in thoſe churches where the ſaid day is ob- 


ſerved, it will fully anſwer the intent of the faid ad, if 


the preacher ſhall commend, excuſe, palliate, or extenu- 
are the murder of that royal martyr ; and place the guilt 
of that horrid rebellion with all its conſequences, the fol- 
lowing uſurpations, the entire deſtruction of the church, 
the cruel and continual perſecutions of thoſe who could be 
diſcovered to profeſs its doctrines, with the enſuing Babel 
of Fanaticiſm, to the account of that bleſſed King, who, 
by granting the petition of right, and paſſing every bill that 
could be aſked for the ſecurity of the ſubject, had, by the 


confeſſion of thoſe wicked men before the war began, left 


them nothing more to demand? 

Whether ſuch a preacher as I have named, (whereof 
there have been more than one, not many years paſt, even 
in the preſence of viceroys), who takes that courſe as a 
means for promotion, may not be thought to ſtep a little 
out of the common road in a monarchy where the deſcen- 
dents of that molt bleſſed martyr have reigned to this 
day ? | 
I ground the reaſon of making theſe queries on the title 
of the act; to which I refer the reader. | 


REASONS 


REasons humbly offered to the parliament of 
Ireland for repealing the SACRAMENTAL 
Tzsr, in favour of the CaTHOLICS *. 


Written in the year 1732. 


Pn rors of this kings 
1 dom were Engliſh Catholics, ſubjects to Engliſh 
Catholic kings, from whom by their valour and ſucceſs. 
they obtained large portions of land, given them as a re- 
ward for their many victories over the Iriſh : to which me- 
rit our 5rethrex the diſſenters of any denomination whatſo- 
ever have not the leaſt pretenſions. 

| n It 


* In the years 2732 and-1 733; an attempt was made for repealing 
the tefi-a in Ireland, introduttory of a like attempt in England. 


The various arguments for it were anſwered in every ſhape; 


but no way more effectually, than by examining what pretence 
the Preſbyterians had to ſhare in all the privileges of government, 
either from their own principles- and behaviour, or compared 
with thoſe of other ſectaries. Under the former head they were 
fully ſilenced by our author, in The Preſbnierians plea of merit im- 
partially examined [above, p. 268]. They are now put in the ba- 
lance with Papiſts, whom although they bave ſometimes ſtyled: 
_ their brethren in adverſity, yet, when placed in competition, they 
will hate as brethren likewife. - But let them here diſpute the 
preference, and then put in their claim to be a part of · the eſta- 
bliſhment. Dub. edit. 1735. r 

The author having before examined the Preſbyterians plea of 
merit, with reſpect to their own principles and practices, has in 
this tract put them in the balance againſt Papiſts. Hawhkeſ. 

This tract is written under the aſſumed character of a Roman 
Catholic; by which means- the author attacks his adverſaries 
with a great advantage. He freely acknowledges the ſeveral a- 
trocious crimes: of the Papiſts ; but at the ſame time palliates- 
them. ſo ſkilfully, that, from that very acknowledgment, he 

* enables; 
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ROMAN CATHOLICS' REASONS, &c. +301 


It is confeſſed, that the poſterity of thoſe firſt victorious 


Catholics were often forced to riſe in their own defence 
againſt new colonies from England, who treated them like 
mere native Iriſh with innumerable oppreſhons, depriving 
them of their lands, and driving them by force of arms 
into the moſt deſolate parts of the kingdom; till in the 
next generation the children of theſe tyrants were uſed 
in the ſame manner by new Engliſh adventurers, which 
practice continued for many centuries. But it is agreed 
on all hands, that no inſurrections were ever made, except 
after great oppreſhons by freſh invaders. Whereas all the 
rebellions of Puritans, Presbyterians, Independents, and 
other ſectaries, conſtantly began before any provocations 
were given, except that they were not ſuffered to change 
the government in church and ſtate, and ſeize both into 
their own hands; which however at laſt they did with the 
murder of their king, and of many thouſands of his beſt 
ſubjeas; Et, 
The Catholics were always defenders of monarchy, as 
conſtituted in theſe kingdoms ; whereas our brethren the 
Diſenters were always republicans both in principle and 


practice, 


It is well known, that all the Catholics of theſe king-. 


doms, both prieſts and laity, are true Hhgc, in the beſt 
and moſt proper ſenſe of the word; bearing as well in 
their hearts, as in their outward profeſſion, an entire loy- 
alty to the Royal houſe of Hanover, in the perſon and po- 
ſterity of George II. againſt the pretender and all his ad- 


berents, To which they think themſelves bound in grati- | 


tude as well as conſcience, by the lenity wherewith Bey 
have been treated ſince the death of Queen Anne, ſo dif- 


ferent from what they ſuffered in the four laſt years of that 


enables himſelf to aim the heavier blows at the Preſbyterians. 
A paragraph extracted from the pamphlet will exemplify. my 
meaning. [Here the particular paſſage is quoted, beginning thus, 
We allow the Catholics to be brethren of the Diſſenters,” 
Cc. p. 304. J. 14. ending J. 37.]------ The greateſt" art, and 
the keeneft ſtrokes of irony, diſplay themſelves throughout the 
whole compoſition : and the concluſion of it is drawn up with 
2 mixture of terious and ironical arguments that ſeem to defy all 
kinds of refutation. Orrery. g 


princels, N 


302" ROMAN CATHOLICS REASONS 
princeſs, during the adminiſtration of that wicked miniſter the 


the Earl of Oxford. | 
The Catholics of this kingdom humbly hope, that they ſoc 


have at leaſt as fair a title as any of their brother Diſſen- lre 
ters to the appellation of Protſlantt. They have always by 
proteſted againſt the felling, dethroning, or murdering their , w 
kings; againſt the uſurpations and avarice of the court of thi 
Rome; againſt Deiſm, Atheiſm, Socinianiſm, Puakeriſm, Or 
Mugeletonianiſm, Fanaticiſm, Browniſm, as well as againſt Fre 
all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics. Whereas the liv 
title of Proteſtants aſſumed by the whole herd of Diſſen- be 
ters (except ourſelves) dependeth entirely upon their pro- * 
tefting againſt arcbbiſbopt, biſhops, deans and chapters, re 
with their revenues and the whole hierarchy ; which are m 
the very expreſſions uſed in the Solemm League and Cove- ſa 
nant *, where the word Popery is only mentioned ad in- m 
vidiam ;. becaufe the Catholics agree with the Epiſcopal * 
church in thoſe fundamentals 0 
Although the Catholics cannot deny, that in the great he 
_ rebellion againſt King Chrles I. more ſoldiers of their re- tl 
Ipion were in the parliament- army than in his Majeſty's ſt 
troops; and that many Jeſuits and Friers went about in tl 
the diſguiſe of Prerbyterian and Independent miniſters to tl 
preach up rebeliion, as the belt hiſtorians of thoſe times Vi 
inform us; yet the bulk of Catholics in both kingdoms pre- 
ſerved their loyalty entire, | 8 
| The Catholics have ſome reaſon to think it a little hard, 8 
— when their enemies will not pleaſe to diſtinguiſh between l 
the rebellious riot committed by that brutal ruffian Sir a 
- Phelim O Neal with his tumultuous crew of rabble, and 0 
the forces raiſed afterwards by the Catholic lords and gen- t 
tlemen of the Engliſh pale in defence of the King, after i 
the Engliſh rebellion began, It is well known, that his 1 


Majeſty's affairs were in great diſtraction ſome time before 
by an invaſion of the covenanting, Scottiſh, kirk rebels, 


. * A ſolemn league and covenant entered into between the 

| Scots and Engliſh fanatics in the rebellien againſt King Charles]. 
1643, by which they ſolemnly engaged among other, things, to 
endeavour the extripation- of Prelacy, that is, church govern- 
ment by archbiſhops, biſhops, deans; archdeans, and all otter 
Epiſcopal officers depending on that hierarchy.” Hewkeſ. 41 


* 
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and by the baſe terms the King was forced to accept, that 
they might be kept in quiet at a juncture when he was e- 
very hour threatened at home by that fanatic party, which 
ſoon after ſet all in a flame, And if the Catholic army in 
Ireland fought for their king againſt the forces ſent aver 
by the parliament then in actual rebellion. againſt him, 
- what perſon of loyal principles can be ſo partial to deny, 
that they did their duty by joining with the Marquis of 
Ormond and, other commanders, who bore their commiſſions 
from the King? for which great numbers of them loſt their 
lives, and forfeited their eſtates ; a great part of the latter 
being now poſſeſſed by many deſcendents from thoſe very 
men, who had drawn their {words in the ſervice of that 
rebellious parliament which cut off his head, and deſtroyed 
monarchy, And what is more amazing, although the 
ſame perſons, when the Iriſh were entirely ſubdued, con · 
tinued in power under. the rump, were chief confidents, 
and faithful ſubjects to Cromwell, yet being wiſe enough 
to foreſee a ee they ſeized the forts and caſtles 
here out of the hands of their o brethren in rebellion, for 
the ſervice of the King; juſt ſaving the tide, and putting in a 
ſtock of merit ſufficient not only to preſerve the land which 
the Catholics loſt by their loyalty, but likewiſe to preſerve 
their civil and military employments, or be higher ad- 
vanced. | . 

Thoſe inſurrections wherewith the Catholics are char- 
ged, from the beginning of the ſeventeenth century to the 
great Engliſh rebellion, were occaſioned by many oppreſ- 
ſions they lay under. They had no intention to introduce 
a new religion, but to enjoy the liberty of preſerving the 
old; the very ſame which their anceſtors profeſſed from 
the time that Chriſtianity was firſt introduced into this 
iland, which was by Catholics ; but whether mingled 
with corruptions, as ſome pretend, dath not belong to the 
queſtion, They had no deſign to change the government; 
they never attempted to fight againſt, to impriſon, to be- 
tray, to ſell, to bring to a trial, or to murder their king. 
The ſchiſmatics ated by a ſpirit directly contrary; they 
united in a ſolemu league and covenant to alter the whole 
ſyſtem of ſpiritual government eſtabliſhed in all Chriſtian 
nations, and of apoſtolic inſtitution ;” concluding the 77 
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gedy with the murder of the King in cold blood, and upon 
mature deliberation ; at the ſame time changing the mo- 
parchy into a commonwealth. 

The Catholics of Ireland in the great rebellion loſt their 
eſtates for fighting in defence of their, Ring. The ſchiſ- 
matics, who cut off the father's head, forced the ſon to 
fly for his life, and overturned the whole ancient frame of 
government, religious and civil; obtained grants of thoſe 
very eſtates which the Catholics loſt in defence of the an- 
cient conſtitution, many of which eſtates are at this day 
poſſeſſed by the poſterity of thoſe ſchiſmatics : and th 
they gained by their rebellion, what the Catholics loſt by 
their /oyalty. 

We allow the Catholics to be brethren of the Diſſen- 
ters; ſome people indeed (which we cannot allow) would 
have them to be our children, becauſe ave both diſſent 
from the church eſtabliſhed, and both agree in aboliſhing 
this perſecuting facramental teſt ; by which negative 4 
couragement we are both rendered incapable of civil and 
military employments. However, we cannot but wonder 
at the bold familiarity of theſe ſchiſmatics in calling the 
members of the national church their brethren and fellow 
Proteſtants. It is true, that all theſe ſects (except the 
Catholics) are brethren to each other in faction, ignorance, 
iniquity, perverſeneſs, pride, and (if we except the Qus. 
ters) in rebellion. But how the churchmen can be ſtyled 
their /e{/ow Proteſtants, we cannot comprehend : becauſe, 
when the whole Babel of ſectaries joined againſt the church, 
the King, and the nobility for twenty years in a MATCH 
AT FOOT-BALL, Where the proverb. expreſsly tells us, 
that all are FELLOWS; While the three kingdoms were 
toſſed to and fro, the churches, and cities, and royal palaces 
ſhattered to pieces by their ba/ls, their buffets, and their 
Ricks ; the victors would allow no more FELLOows Ar 
FOOT-BALL ; but murdered, ſequeſtered, plundered, de- 
prived, baniſhed to the plantations, or inſlaved all their op- 
poſers who had 4% the game. 

It is ſaid the world is governed by opinion; and politi- 
cians aſſure us, that all power is founded thereupon. 
Wherefore, as all human creatures are fond to diſtraction 
of their own opinions, and ſo much the more, as thoſe 
opinions 
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opinions are abſurd, ridiculous, or of little moment ; it 
muſt follow, that they are equally fond of power, But 
no opinions are maintained with ſo much obſtinacy as thoſe 
in religion, eſpecially by ſuch zealots, who never bore the 
leaſt regard to religion, conſcience, honour, juſtice, truth, 
mercy, or common morality farther than in outward ap- 
pearance, under the maſk of hypoeriſy to promote their 
diabolical deſigns. And therefore Biſhop Burnet, one of 
their oracles, tells us honeſtly, that the /aints of thoſe fa- 
natic times pronounced themſelves above morality; which 
they reckoned among beggarly elements ; but the meaning 
of theſe two laſt words thus applied we confeſs to be a- 
bove our underſtanding. "FA 

Among thoſe kingdoms and ſtates which firſt embraced 
the reformation, England appears to have received it in the 
moſt regular way; where it was introduced in a peaceable 
manner, by the ſupreme power of a King * and the three 
eltates in parliament z to which, as the higheſt legiſlative 
authority, all ſubjects are bound paſſively to ſubmit. Neither 
was there much blood ſhed on ſo great a charge of reli- 
gion, But a conſiderable number of Lords, and other per- 
ſons of quality through the kingdom, till continued in 
their old faith, and were, notwithſtanding their difference 
in religion, employed in offices civil as well as military, 
more or leſs in every reign, until the teſt act in the time of 
King Charles II. However, from the time of the reforma- 
tion, the number of Catholics gradually and conſiderably 
-lefſened. So that in the reign of King Charles I. Eng- 
land became in a great degree a Proteſtant kingdom, with- 
out taking the ſectaries into the number; the legality 
whereof, with reſpect to human laws, the Catholics never 
diſputed; but the Puritans, and other ſchiſmatics, with- 
out the leaſt pretence to any ſuch authority, by an open 
rebellion deſtroyed that legal reformation, as we obſerved 
before, murdered their King, and changed the monarchy 
into a republic, It is therefore not to be wondered at, if 
the Catholics, in ſuch a Rabel of religions, choſe to adhere 
to their own faith left them by their anceſlors, rather 
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than ſeek for a better among a rabble of hypocritical, re- 


bellious, deluding knaves or deluded enthuſiaſts. 
We repeat once more, that if a national religion bs 
changed by the ſupreme legiſlative power, we cannot dif. * 


pute the human legality of ſuch a change. But we hum- 


bly conceive, that if any conſiderable party of men which 


differs from an eſtabli ment, either old or new, can de- 
ſerve liberty of — it ought to conſiſt of thoſe 


ſcience to adhere to the religion of their anceſtors; be- 
cauſe they are of all others leaſt likely to be authors of 


innovations either in church or ſtate. 


On the other ſide, if the reformation of religion be 


founded upon rebellion againſt the King, without whoſe 


conſent, by the nature of our conſtitution, no law can paſs; 
if this reformation be introduced by only one of the three 
eſtates, I mean the commons, and not by one half even 


of thoſe commons, and this by the aſſiſtance of a rebel - 
lious army; again, if this reformation were carried on by 


the excluſion of nobles both lay and ſpiritual, - (who con- 


ſtitute the other part of the three eſtates), by the murder 
.of their King, and by aboliſhing the whole ſyſtem. of go- 


vernment; the Catholics cannot ſee why the ſucceſſors of 
thoſe ſchiſmarics, who are univerſally accuſed by all par- 


ties except themſelves, and a few infamous abettors, for 


ſtill retaining the ſame principles in religion and govern- 
ment, under which their predeceſſors acted, ſhould. pre- 


tend to a better ſhare of civil or military truſt, profit, and 


power, than the Catholics, who during all that period of 


twenty years were continually perſecuted with the utmoſt 


ſeverity, merely on account of their loyalty and conſtant 


adherence to kinęly power. 
We now come to thoſe arguments for repealing the ſa- 


who for want of conviction, or of right underſtanding the 
merits of each cauſe, conceive themſelves bound in con- 


s 


cramental. teſt, which equally affe& the Catholice, and 


their brethren ho Diſſenters. - 


Firſt, we agree with our fellow-diſſenters, that ® per- 


of the goſpel. And ſo likewiſe is any law /or depriving 


vi. Reaſons for the repeal of the ſacramental teſt. 
N N men 


ſecution merely for con een is againſt the genius. 


* 


S a, 2&5 yy - 


' FOR REPEALING THE TEST. 307 


men of their natural and civil rights, which they claim 
as men, We are alſo ready enough to allow, that the 
© ſmalleſt negative diſcouragements for uniformity's ſake - 
are ſo many perſecutions, . Becauſe it cannot be denied. 
that the ſcratch' of a pin is in.ſome degree a real wound, 
as much as a (tab through the heart. In like manner, an 
incapacity by law for any man to be made a judge, a co: 
lonel, or juſtice of the peace, merely on a-point of con- 
ſcience, is a negative diſcouragement, and, conſequently, 
a real perſecution: for in this caſe, the author of the 
pamphlet quoted in the“ margin puts a very pertinent 
and powerful queſtion : / C be the ſole Lord of the 
conſcience, why ſhould the rights of conſcience be ſubject 
to human juriſdidtion ?. Now to apply this to the Catholics: 
the belief of tranſubſtantiation ig a matigr purely M reli- 
gion and conſcience, which doth not affedt the political in- 
tereſt of ſociety, as ſuch > therefore, why ſhould the rights 
of conſcience, whereof God is the ſole Lord, be ſubject to. 
human juriſdiction? And why ſhould God be deprived of 
this right over a Catholic's conſcience, any more than over. 
that of any other Diſſenten??! | M 
And whereas another author among our brethren the 
Diſſenters hath: very juſtly complained, that by this per- 
fecuting teſt-· act great numbers of true Proteſtants have 
been forced to leave the kingdom and fly to the planta- 
tions, rather than flag here branded with an incapacity for 
civil and military employments ; we do affirm, that the 
Catholics can bring many more inſtances of the ſame kind; 
ſome thouſands of their religion having been forced by 
the. ſacramental teſt to retire into other countries, rather 
than live here under the incapacity of wearing ſwords, ſit- 
ting in parliament, and getting that. ſhare of power and 
profit which belong to them as ;/e//ow Chriſtians, where- 
of they are deprived merely upon account of conſcience, 
which would not allow them to take the. ſacrament after 
the manner preſcribed in the liturgy. - Hence it clearly 
follows in the words of the ſame author +, That / we 
Catholics are incapable. of employments, we are puniſbed 


* Vid. Reaſons for the repeal of the facramental teſt. 
+ See Reaſons againſt the teſt. * 
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into a capacity of poſſeſſing civil and military employment, 


for our diſſent, that is, for our conſcience, which wholh 
turnt upon political conſiderations. | 
The Catholics are willing to acknowledge the King's ſu- 


premacy, whenever their brethren the Diſſenters ſhall 


pleaſe to ſhew them an example. 
Further, the Catholics, whenever their religion 
come to be the national eſtabliſhed faith, are willing to un- 


ſhall 


| dergo the fame #e/? offered by the author already quoted. 


His words are theſe : To end this debate, by putting it up- 
en a foot which I hope will appear to every impartial per- 


' fon a fair and eguitable one: we Catholics propoſe, with 


ſubmiſſion to the proper judges, that effettual ſecurity be 
taken againſt perſecution by obliging all who are admitted 
into places of power and truſt, whatever their religious 
profeſſion be, in the moſt ſolemn manner to diſclaim perſe- 
cuting principles. It is hoped the public will take notice 
of theſe words; whatever their religious profeſſion be: 
which plainly include the Catholics ; and for which we re- 
turn thanks to our diſſenting brethren. 

And whereas it is objected by thoſe of the eſtabliſhed 
church, that if, the ſchiſmatics and fanatics were once put 


they would never be at eaſe, till they had raiſed their own 
way of worſhip into the national religion through all his 
Majeſty's dominions, equal with the rue orthodox Scottiſh 
kirk ; which when they had once brought to paſs, they 
would no more allow liberty of conſcience to Epiſcopal 
diſſenters, then they did in the time of the great Engliſh 
rebellion, and in the ſucceeding fanatic anarchy, till the 
King was reſtored. There is another very learned ſchiſ- 
matical pamphleteer , who, in anſwer to a malignant li- 
bel called, The Presbyteriant plea of merit, G&c. clearly 
wipes off this aſperſion, by aſſuring all Epiſcopal Proteſtants 
of the preſent church upon his own word, and to his own 
knowledge, that our brethren the Diſſenters will never of- 
fer at ſuch an attempt. In like manner the Catholics, when 
legally required, will openly declare upon their words and 
honours, that as ſoon as their n2gative diſcauragements and 
their perſecution ſhall be removed by repealing the ſacra- 


* Vindication of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
mental 
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mental teſt, they will leave it entirely to the merits of the 


cauſe, whether the kingdom ſhall think fit to make their 


faith che eſtabliſhed religion or not. 

And again, whereas our Presbyterian brethren in many 
of their pamphlets take much offence, that the great rebel - 

lion in England, the murder of the King, with the entire 
change of religion and government, are perpetually object · 

ed againſt them both in and out of ſeaſon, by our common 
enemy the preſent Conformiſts; we do declare in the de- 

fence of our ſaid brethten, that the reproach aforeſaid is 
an old worn out threadbare cant, which they always diſ- 

dained to anſwer : and I very well remember, that having 
once told a certain Conformilt,. how much I wondered to 
hear him and his tribe dwelling perpetually on ſo beaten a 
ſubject; he was pleaſed to divert the diſcourſe with a fool- 


iſh ſtory,” which 1 cannot forbear telling to his diſgrace-. 


He ſaid,” there was a clergyman in Yorkſhire, who for fif- 
teen years together preached every Sunday againſt drunk» 


enneſs : whereat the pariſhioners being much offended, . 


complained to the Archbiſhop; who having ſent for the 
clergyman, and ſeverely reprimanded him, the miniſter had > 
no better an anſwer, than by confeſſing: the fact; adding, 
that all the pariſh were drunkards; that he deſired to re- 
claim them from one vice, before he would begin upon an- 
other; and ſince they ſtill continued to be as great drunk 
ards as before, he reſolved to go on, except his Grace would 
pleaſe; to forbid him = nd why 
Mee are very ſenſible how: heavy an · accuſation lieth up- 


* 


on the Catholics of Ireland; that ſome years before Ring 


Charles II. was reſtored, when theits and. the King's for- 
ces were entirely reduced, and the kingdom declared by 
the Rump to be ſettled; aſter all his Majeſty's generals 
were forced to: fly to France, or other countries, the heads 
of the ſaid Catholics who remained here in an inſlaved con- 
dition, jqined to ſend an invitation to the Duke of Lor- 
rain; engagiog, upon his appearing bere with his forces, 
to deliver up the whole iſland to his power, and declare him 
their ſovereign 5 whichi after the reſtoration was proved 
apainſt them by Dean Boyle, ſince Primate, who. produced 
the very original inſtrument at the board. The Catholics : 
freely acknowledge the fact to be true; and at the ſame 
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time appeal to all the world, whether a wiſer, a better, 
a more honourable, or a more juſtifiable project could have 
been thought of. They were then reduced to ſlavery and 
beggary by the Engliſh rebels, many thouſands of them 
murdered, the reſt deprived of their eſtates, and driven to 
live on a ſmall pittance in the wilds of Connaught; at a 
time when either the Rump or Cromwell abſolutely govem · 
ed the three kingdoms. And the queſtion will turn upon 
this, whether the Catholics, deprived of all their poſ- 
feſlions, governed with a rod of iron, and in utter deſpair 
of ever ſeeing the monarchy reftored, for the preſervation 
of which they had ſuffered ſo much, were to be blamed 
for calling in a foreign prince of their own religion, who 
| had a conſiderable army to ſupport them, rather than ſub- 
mit to ſo infamous an uſurper as Cromwell, or ſuch a 
bloody and ignominious conventicle as the Rump! And! 
Have often heard not only our friends the Diſſenters, but 
even our common enemy the Conformiſts, who are conver- 
fant in the hiſtory of thoſe times, freely confeſs, that, con- 
ſidering the miſerable ſituation the Iriſh were then in, they 
could not have thought of a braver or more virtuons at- 
tempt; by which they might have been inſtruments of re- 
ſtoring the lawful monarch, at leaſt to the recovery of Eng- 
land and Scotland, from thoſe betrayers, and ſellers, and 

murderers of his royal father. | 
To conclude, whereas the laſt-quoted author complains 
very heavily and frequently of a BAND that lies upon 
them, it is a great miſtake : for the firſt original X ARD 
bath been long taken off; only we confeſs the ſcar will 
probably remain, and be viſible for ever to thoſe who know 
the principles by which they acted, and until thoſe principles 
ſhall be openly renounced ; elſe it muſt continue to all ge- 
nerations, like the mark ſet Cain, which ſome au- 
thors ſay deſcended to all his poſterity ; or like the Roman 
noſe and Auſtrian lip, or like the long bag of fleſh hang- 
ing down from the gills of the people in Piedmont. But 
as for any brands fixed on ſchiſmaties for ſeveral years paſt, 
they have been all made with cad iron ; like thieves who 
by the BENEFIT of THE CLERGY are condemned to be 
only burned in the hand; but eſcape the pain and the mark 
by being in fer with the ao. Which advantage the 
ſchiſmatical 
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ſchiſmatical teachers will never want, who, as we are aſ- 
ſured, and of which there is a very freſh inſtance, have 
the ſouls, and bodies, and purſes of their people a hundred 
times more at their mercy, than the Catholic prieſts could 
erer pretend to. 

Therefore, upon the whole, the Catholics do humbly 

petition ſ without the k aft infinuation of thregtening ), rn 4 
5 this /avourable juncture their inen for civil and 
military employments. may be wholly taken off, for the 
very ſame reaſons (beſides others more cogent) that are 
now offered by their brethren the Diſſenters, 


. petitioners, as in duly bound, ſhall er proy,. 
E. : 


Dublin, Nov. 1733. 


| I this controverſy the author was viforious, for the tut 
magnet repeated. Hawke 2 


Some REASONS againſt the B 1LI. for ſettling the 


tithe of Hemp, Flax, & c. by a modus *. 


HE clergy did little expect to have any cauſe of 
complaint againſt the preſent houſe of Commons; 
who in the. laſt ſeſſions were pleaſed to throw. out a bill + 
ſent them from the Lords, which that Reverend body ap- 
prehended' would be very injurious to them, if it paſſed 
into a law; and who in the preſent ſeſſions defeated the 


arts and endeavours of 1 to deren the facra- 


mental tl. 


For although i it bath been Moved" on all hands; that 
the former of thoſe bills might by its neceſſary conſequen- 


ces be very difpleaſmg to the lay gentlemen of the king- 


dom for many reaſons purely ſecular ; and that this laſt 


attempt for repealing. the 7% did much more affect at pre- 
ſent the temporal intereſt, than the ſpiritual; yet the 


whole body of the lower clergy have, upon both thoſe 
occaſions, expreſſed equal gratitude to that honourable 
houſe for their juſtice and ſteadineſs, ; as if the clergy alone 


were to receive the benefit. 
It muſt needs be therefore a great addition to the hs 


gy's grief, that ſuch an afſembly as the preſent houſe of 
Commons ſhould: now, with an expedition more than 
uſual, agree to a bill for encouraging the linen manufacture 
with a clauſe, whereby the church is to loſe two parts in 


three of the legal tithe in flax and hemp. 


Many eminent clergymen who oppoſed this ſcheme applied to 
Dr Swift to write againſt it, which he readily conſented to upon 
their giving him ſome hints; and two days after, the following 
reaſons were preſented to ſeveral members of parſtament, which. 


had fo good an effect that the bill was dropped, Hauk-ſ. 
This pamphlet is entirely adapted to the clergy of Ireland. But 


I cannot avoid obſerving in it, a greater fund of calmneſs, not a 
leſs degree of ſpirit, than in many other of Swift's polnical wri- 


tings. Orrery. 
+ For the biſhops to di vide livings. Hawkeſ.. 
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dome reaſons why the clergy think ſuch a law will be a 
great hardſhip upon them are, I conceive, thoſe that fol- 
low. I ſhall venture to enumerate them with all deference 
due to that honourable aſſembly. 

Firſt, the clergy ſuppoſe that they have not, by any 
fault or demerit, incurred the diſpleaſure of the nation's 
repreſentatives : neither can the deelared ] of the 
preſent ſet, from the higheſt prelate to the vicar, 
be in the leaſt diſputed : becauſe there are hardly ten-cler- 
gymen through the whole kingdom, for more than nine- 
teen years paſt, who have not been either preferred en- 
tirely upon account of their declared affection to the 
Hanover line, or higher promoted as the due reward of 
the ſame merit, | | 

There is not a landlord in the whole kingdom reſiding 
ſome part of the year at his country-ſeat, who is not in 
his own conſcience fully convinced that the tithes of his 
_ miniſter have gradually ſunk for ſome years paſt one third, 
or at leaſt one fourth of their former value, excluſive of 
all non- ſolvencies. | 

The payment of tithes in this kingdom is ſubject to ſo 
many frauds, brangles, and other difficulties, not ooly 
from Papiſts and Diſſenters, but even from thoſe who pro- 
feſs themſelves Proteſtants, that by the expenſe, the 
trouble, and vexation of collecting or bargaining for them, 
they are of all other rents the moſt precarious, uncertain, 
and ill paid. a | 

The landlords in moſt pariſhes e as a compli» 
ment, that they ſhould pay little more than half the value 
of che tithes for the lands they hold in their own hands; 
which often conſiſt of large domains: and it is the mini- 
ſter's intereſt to make them eaſy upon that article, when 
he conſiders what influence thoſe gentlemen have upon 
their tenants. 

The cannot but think it extremely ſevere, that 
in a bill for encouraging the linen manufacture they alone 
muſt be the ſufferers, who can leaſt afford it. If, as 1 
am told, there be a tax of three thouſand a-year 
paid by the public for a farther encouragement to the ſaid 
manufacture, are not the clergy equal ſharers in the 
charge with the reſt of their fellow · ſubjects? _— ſatiſ · 

ory 
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factory reaſon can be therefore given, why they alone 
ſhould bear the whole additional weight, unleſs it will be 
alledged that their property is not upon an equal foot 
with the properties of other men. They acquire their 
owa finall pittance by at leaſt as honeſt means as their 
neighbours the landlords poſſeſs their eſtates; and hare 
been always ſuppoſed, except in rebellious or fanatica 
times, to have as good a title: for no families now in be. 
ing can ſhew a more ancient. Indeed, if it be true, that 
ſome perſons (1 hope they were not many) were ſeen to 
laugh when the rights of the clergy were mentioned; in 
this caſe an opinion may poſhbly be ſoon advanced, that 
they have no rights at all. And this is likely enough to 
gain ground, in proportion as the contempt of all reli- 
gion ſhall l which is already in a "wy forward 
way. 

It is ſaid, there will belated Fer bill a clauſe 
for diminiſhing the tithe of hops, in order to cultivate 
that, uſeful plant among us: and here likewiſe the load is 
to lie entirely on the ſhoulders of the clergy, while the 


landlords reap all the benefit. It will not be eaſy to fore 


| ſee where ſuch proceedings are like to ſtop: or whether 
by the ſame authority, in civil times; a parliament may 


not as juſtly challenge the ſame power in reducing all 


things titheable, not below the tenth. part of the product 
(which is and ever will be the clergy's equitable right) 
but from a tenth part to a ſixtieth or eightieth, and from 
thence to nothing. 

have heard it orantekd by Ailfal. perſons, that the 
practice of taxing the clergy by parliament without their 
owyn conſent is. a new thing, not much above the date of 
ſeventy years: before which period, in times of peace, 
they always taxed themſelves. But things are extremely 
altered at preſent: it is not now ſufficient to tax them in 
common with their fellow - ſubjects, without impoſing an 
additional tax upon them, — which, or from any thing 
equivalent, all their fellow - ſubjects are exempt; and this 
in a country profeſſing Chriſtianity. 
The greateſt part of the clergy * this kingdom 
have been ſtripped of their glebes by the confuſion of 
times, by. violence, fraud, oppreſſion, Sar other _ 
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fal means; all which glebes are now in the hands of the 
laity. So that they now are generally forced to lie at the 
mercy of landlords for a ſmall piece of ground in their 
pariſhes, at a moſt exhorbitant rent, and uſually. for a 
ſhort term of years, whereon to build a houſe, and enable 
them to.reſide. Yet, in ſpite of theſe diſadvantages, I 
am a witneſs, that they are generally more ' conſtant reſi - 
dents than their brethren in England; where the meaneſt 
vicar hath a convenient dwelling with a barn, a garden; and 
a field or two for his cattle; beſides the certainty of his 
little income from honeſt farmers, able and willing not 
oaly to pay him his dues, but likewiſe to make him pre- 
ſents according to their ability for his better ſupport. In 
all which circumſtances the clergy of Ireland meet with a 
treatment directly contrarx. . #1 £ 
It it hoped the Honourable houſe will conſider, that it 
is impoſſible for the ' moſt ill minded, avaricious, or cun- 
ning clergyman to do the leaſt injuſtice to the meaneſt cot - 
tager in his pariſh, in any bargain for tithes, or other ec- 
cleſiaſtical dues. + He can at the utmoſt only demand to 
have his tithe fairly laid out; and does not once in a hun- 
dred times obtain his demand. But every tenant, from 
the pooreſt cottager to the moſt ſubſtantial farmer, can and 
generally doth impoſe upon the miniſter, by fraud, by 
theft, by lies, by perjuries, by inſolence, and ſometimes 
by force; notwithſtanding the utmoſt vigilance and ſkill, 
of himſelf and his proctor. Inſomuch that it is allowed 
that the clergy in general receive little more than one half 
of their legal dues; not including the charges they are 
at in eollecting or bargaining for them. - | 
The land - rents of Ireland are computed. to about two 
millions, whereof one tenth amounts to two hundred 
thouſand pounds. The beneſiced clergymen, excluding 
thoſe of this city, are not reckoned to be above ſive hun- 
dred; by which computation they ſhould each of them 
poſſeſs two hundred pounds a- year, if thoſe tithes were 
equally divided, although in well- cultivated corn- countries 
it ought to be more; whereas they hardly receive one 
half of that ſum, with great defalcations, and in very 
bad payments. There ate indeed a few glebes in the 
north pretty conſiderable; but if theſe and all the reſt 
14. | were 


316 REASONS AGAINST SETTLING 


were in like manner equally divided, they would not add 
five pounds a-year to every clergyman, Therefore, whe. 
ther the condition of the clergy in general among us be 
jaſtly liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burden, which 
neither the nobility nor gentry, nor tradeſmen, nor farm- 
ers, will touch with one of their fingers; this, I ſay, is 
ſubmitted to the Honourable houſe. 
One terrible circumſtance in this bill is, that of turning 
the tithe of flax and hemp into what the lawyers call a 
2nodus, or a certain ſum in lieu of a tenth part of the pro- 
duct. And by this practice of claiming a modus in many 
pariſhes by ancient cuſtom, the clergy in both kingdoms 
have been almoſt incredible ſufferers. Thus in the pre- 
ſent caſe, the tithe of a tolerable acre of fax, which by 
a medium is worth twelve ſhillings, is by the preſent bill 
reduced to four ſhillings. Neither is this the worſt part in 
a modus ; every determinate ſum muſt in proceſs of time 
fink from a fourth to a four and twentieth part, or a great 
deal lower, by that neceſſary fall attending the value of 
money, which is now at leaſt nine tenths lower all over 
Europe than it was four hundred years ago, by a gradual 
decline; and even a third part at leaſt within our own 
memories in purchaſing almoſt every thing required for the 
neceſſities or conveniencies of life; as any gentleman can 
atteſt, who hath kept houſe for twenty years paſt. And 
this will equally affect poor countries as well as rich. For 
although I look upon it as an impoſſibility that this king - 
dom ſhould ever thrive under its preſent diſadvantages, 
which. without a miracle muſt ſtill increaſe ; yet when the 
whole caſh of the nation ſhall fink to fifty thouſand: pounds, 
we. mult in all our traffic abroad either of import or export 
go by the general rate, at which money is valued in thoſe 
countries that enjoy the common privileges of humankind, 
For this reaſon no corporation (if the clergy may preſume 
to call themſelves one) ſhould by any means grant away 
their properties in perpetuity upon any conſideration what- 
ſoever; which is a rock that many corporations have ſplit 
upon to their great impoveriſhment, and ſomerimes to,their 
utter undoing ;. becauſe they are ſuppoſed to ſubſiſt for 
ever, and becauſe no determination of money is of any 
certain perpetual intrinſic value. This is known enough 
5 | in 
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in England, where eſtates let for ever, ſome hundred years 
ago, by ſeveral ancient noble families, do not at this preſent ' 


pay their poſterity a twentieth part of what they are now | 


worth at an eaſy rent, | 
A tax affeQing one part of a nation, which already bears 
its full ſhare in all parliamentary impoſitions, cannot poſſibly 


be juſt, except it be inflicted as a puniſhment upon that bo- 


of men, which is taxed, for ſome great demerit or dan- 
ger to the public apprehended from thoſe upon whom it is 
laid: thus the Papiſis and Nonjurors have been doubly 
taxed for refuſing to give proper ſecurities to the govern- 
ment; which cannot be objected againſt the clergy. And 


therefore if this bill ſhould paſs, I think it ought to be 


with a preface, ſhewing wherein they have offended, and 
for what diſaffection or other crime they are puniſhed, - 


If an additional exciſe upon ale, or a duty upon fleſh and- 


bread were to be enacted, neither the victualler, butcher, 


or baker would bear any more of the charge than for wht” 


themſelves conſumed, but it would be an equal general tax 
through the whole kingdom : whereas by this bill the cler- 
gy alone are avowedly condemned to be deprived of their 
ancient, inherent, undiſputed rights, in order to encourage: 
a manufacture by which all the reſt of the kingdom are ſup- 
poſed to be gainers, - | 1 

This bill is directly againſt magna charta, whereof the 
firſt clauſe is for confirming the inviolable rights of holy 
church; as well as contrary to the oath taken by all our 
kings at their coronation, where they {wear to defend and 
protect the church in all rights. 5 | 

A tax laid upon employments is a very different thing. 
The poſſeſſots of civil and military employments are no 
corporation; neither are they any part of our conſtitution ; 
their ſalaries, pay, and perquiſites are all changeable at the 
pleaſure of the prince who beſtows them, although the ar- 
my be paid from funds raiſed and appropriated by the le- 


5 


giſlature. But the clergy, as they have little reaſon to 


expect, ſo they deſire no more than their ancient legal 
daes; only indeed with the removal of many grievous im- 
pediments in the collection of them; which it is to be 
feared they muſt wait for until more favourable times. It 
is well known that they have already, of their own accord, 

Vor. III. D d 


ewn 


- Curity for payment at the expenſe of the clergy, if 
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ſhewn great indulgence to their people upon this very arti- 
cle of fax, ſeldom taking above a fourth part of their 
tithe. for ſmall parcels, and oftentimes nothing at all from 
new beginners; waiting with patience until the farmers 
were able, and until great quantities of land were employ- 
ed in that part of huſbandry; never ſuſpecting that their 


good intentions ſhould be perverted in ſo fingular a manner 
to their detriment by that very aſſembly, which, duting the 


time that convocations (which are an original part of our 
conſtitution, ever ſince Chriſtianity became national among 


us) are thought fit to be ſuſpended, God knows for what 
reaſon, or from what provocations ; I ſay from that very 
aſſembly, who during the intervals of convecations ſhould 


rather be ſuppoſed to be guardians of the rights and pro- 


perties of the clergy, than to make the leaſt attempt upon 


either. | 
I have not heard upon inquiry, that any of thoſe gen- 
tlemen who among us without doors are called the court- 


party, diſcover the leaſt zeal in this affair. If they had 
thoughts to interpoſe, it might be conceived they would 


ſhew their diſpleaſure againſt this bill, which muſt very 


much leſſen the value of the King's patronage upon pro- 


motion to vacant ſees, in the diſpoſal of deaneries, and other 


conſiderable preferments in the church, which are in the 


donation of the crown; whereby the viceroys will have 


fewer good preferments to beſtow on their dependents, as 
well as upon the kindred of members, who may have a 


ſuſficient ſtock of that ſort of merit, whatever it may be, 
which may in future times molt prevail. | 

The Di//enters, by not ſucceeding in their endeavours 
to procure a repeal of the 1%, have loſt nothing, but con- 
tintie in a full enjoyment of their toleration ; while the 
clergy, without giving the leaſt offence, are by this bill de- 
prived of a conſiderable branch of their ancient legal rights, 
whereby the ſchiſmatical party will have the pleaſure of 


gratifying their revenge —— Hoc Graji voluere. 


The farmer will find no relief by this modus, becauſe 


-whea his preſent leaſe ſhall expire, his landlord will infal- 


libly raiſe the rent in an equal proportion upon every part 
of land where flax is ſown, and have ſo much a better ſe- 
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If we judge by things paſt, it little avails that this bill 
is to be limited to a cerrain time of ten, twenty, or thirty 
years, For no landlord will ever 'conſent that a law ſhall 
expire, by which he finds himſelf a gainer; and of this 

there are many examples as well in England as in this- 
kingdom. 

The great end of this bill is by proper encouragement 
to extend the linen manufacture into thoſe countries where 
it hath hitherto been little cultivated: but this encourage 
ment of /e//ening the tithe of flax and hemp is one of ſuch' 
a kind as, it is to be feared, will have a directly contrary 
effect. Becauſe, if I am rightly informed, no ſet of men: 
hathy, for their number and fortunes, been more induſtfh- 
ous and ſucceſsful than the clergy, in ĩntrodueing that ma- 
nufacture into places which were unacquainted with it, by- 
perſuading their people to ſow fax and hemp, by. procu- 
ring ſeed for them, and by having them inſtructed in the 
management thereof; and this they did not without rea- 
ſonable hopes of increaſing the value of their pariſhes af- 

ter ſome time, as well as of promoting the benefit of the 
public, But if this #20dur. ſhould take place, the clergy: 
will be fo far from gaining, that they will become loſers 
by their extraordinary care, by having their beſt arable 
lands turned to fax and hemp, which are reckoned great- 
impoveriſhers of land: they cannot therefore be blamed, 

if they ſhould ſhew-as much zeal to prevent its being in- 
troduced or improved in their pariſttes as they hitherto 
have ſhewed in the introducing and improving it. This, 
I am told, ſome of them have already declared, at leaſt ſo. 
far as to reſolve not to give themſelves any more trouble 
than other men about promoting a manufacture, by the 
ſucceſs of which they only of all men are to be ſufferers. 
Perhaps the giving even a further encouragement than the 
law doth, as it now ſtands, to a ſet of men who might on 
many accounts be fo afeful to this purpoſe, would be no 
bad method of having the great end of the bill more ef- 
fectually anſwered : but this is what they are far from de · 
firing ; all they petition. for is no more than to continue 
on the fame boring with the reſt of their fellow-ſub-- 


jects 
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hw, it were to be wiſhed, that the fame law would not 
. only appoint. one or more ſworn ſurveyors in each pariffi 
to meaſure the lands on which fax and hemp are ſown, 
but alſo ſettle the price of ſurveying, and determine whe. 
ther the incumbent or farmer is to pay for each annual 
ſurvey, Without ſomething of this kind there muſt con- 
ſtantly be diſputes between them, and the neighbouring 
altices of peace mult be teized as often as thoſe _ 
happen. 
I had written thus far, when a paper was ſent to me 
with ſeveral reaſons againſt the bill, ſome whereof, al- 
though they have been already touched, are put in a bet- 
ter light, and the reſt. did not occur to me, 1 _ 
ver them in the author's own words, 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the church; and 
if hot of divine original, yet at leaſt of great antiquity, . 

II. That all purchaſes and leaſes of titheable lands, for 
many centuries paſt, have been made and tak en, ſubject to 
the demand of tithes, and thoſe lands ſold and ak jult 
ſo much the cheaper on that account. 

III. That if any lands are exempted from tithes, or the 
legal demands of ſuch tithes leſſened by act of patlia- 
ment, ſo much value is taken from the proprietor of the 
_Lithes, and veſted in the proprietor of the lands, or his 
bead tenants. 

IV. That no innocent unoffending perſon can be ſo de- 
prived, of his property without the greateſt violation of 
common juſtice. 

V. That to do this upon a proſpect of encouraging the 

linen or any other manufacture, is acting upon a very mil- 
taken and unjuſt ſuppoſition; inaſmuch as the price of 
the lands ſo occupied will be no way leflened to the farm- 
er by ſuch a law. 

VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to bear (as 
they now do) any burthen in common with their fellow- 
ſubjects, either for the ſupport of his Majeſty's govern- 
ment, or the enconragement of the trade of the nation; 
bat think it very hard that they ſhould be ſingled out to 
pay heavier taxes than others at a time, when, by the de- 
creaſe of the value of their N they are leſs able to 


bear them. 
VII. That 


* 


9 
* 
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VII. That the legiſlature hath heretafore diſtinguiſhed | 
the clergy by exemptions, and not by additional loads; 
and the preſent clergy of the kingdom hope they have - 
not deſerved worſe of the legiſlature than their predeteſ- 
VIII. That, by the original conſtitution of theſe king- 
doms, the clergy had the ſole right of taxing themſelves, , 
and were in poſlefſion of that right as low as the reſtora- 
tion; and if tbat right be now devolved upon the Commons 
by the ceſſion of the clergy, the Commons can be conſider- 
ed I i no other light than as the guardians of” 
the clergy. | | + 
| IX. That beſides thoſe tithes always in the poſſeſſion of 
the clergy, there are ſome portions of tithes lately come 
into their poſſeſſion by purchaſe ; that if this clauſe ſhould - 
take place, they. would not be allowed the. benefit of 
theſe 1 upon an equal foot of Advantage Wich 
the reſt of their fel 0. lübſect And that Tome tithes in 
the hands of improprietors are under ſettlements and mort - 
faves; - - Z N 
Xx. That the gentlemen of this houſe ſhould conſider, 
that loading the clergy is loading their d younger bro- 
thers and children, with this additional grievance, that it is: 
taking from the younger and poorer to give to the elder - 
and richer; ald. | E 
Lai, That if it were at any time juſt and proper to» 
do this, it would however be too ſevere to dd it how, 
when all the tithes of the Kingdom art. Kudwn for ſome - 
yours paſt to have ſunk above one third part in their va- 
e. | | | 3 
Amy insbme in the bände ör the A e leaſt as; 
uſefdl to the public ds the ſame income in the hands of the 


Hity. Ng 8 
ſe were mote reaſonable to gfaht the dlergy- in three 
parts of the nation ati adidovaf ſupport .than to.-dimibiſh . - 
their preſent ſubſiſtence. 3 
Great employments are and will be in the hands of 
Phgtiſhmed ; nothing left for the younger ſons of Iriſtimen 
büt vicarages, tide · Waters places, &. therefore no reaſon 
to make them worſe. 5 
The modus upon the flax in England affects only lands 
| d] - reclaimed | 
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reclaimed ſince the year 1690, and is at the rate of five 
ſhillings the Engliſh acte, which is equivalent to eight 
ſhillings.and eight pence Iriſh, and that to be paid before 
-thE fa mer removed it from the field, Flax is a manufac- 
ture of little conſequence in England, but is the ſtaple in 
_ Keland, and if it increaſes, (as it probably will), muſt in 
many places joſtle out corn, becauſe it is more gainful. 
The clergy. of the eſtabliſhed church have no intereſt, 
like thoſe of the church of Rome, diſtin from the true 
intereſt of their country, and therefore ought to ſuffer un- 
der no diſtinct impoſitions or taxes of any kind, 
The bill for ſettling the modus of flax in England was 
brought in the firſt year of the reign of King George I. 
when the. clergy lay very unjuſtly under the imputation of 
ſome diſaffection; and to encourage the bringing in of 
ſome fens in. Lincolnſhire which were not to be continued 
under fax ; but it left all lands where fax had been ſown 
before that time under the ſame condition of tithing, in 


which they were before the paſſing of that bill: whereas 


this bill takes away what the clergy are actually poſſeſſed 
of. a | 1 

That the woollen manufacture is the ſtaple of England, 
as the linen is that of Ireland, yet no attempt was ever 
made in England to reduce the tithe of wool for the en- 


couragement of that manufacture. This manufacture hath 


already been remarkably favoured by the clergy, who 
have hitherto. been generally content with leſs. than half, 
ſome with ſix pence a- garden, and. ſome. have taken no- 
thing. | 4 1 

Employments, they ſay, have been taxed; the reaſons 


for which taxation will not hold witk regard to property, 


at leaſt till employments become inheritances. The Com- 

mons always have had ſo tender a regard to property, that 

they never would ſuffer any law to paſs, whereby any par- 

—_ perſons. might be aggrieved without their. own con- 
ent, * 


N. B. Some alierations have been mad: in the Bll about 


the modus, fince the above paper was written; but 
they are of little moment; 


* 
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A modeſt PROPOSAL for preventing the cid 
DREN' of POOR PEOPLE in IRELAND from 
being a burden to their parents or country, 
and' for Ty them n to the pu- 
blic. a 4 


T'is a a object to thofe who walk b 
this great town, or travel in the country, when they 

ſee the ſtreets, the roads, and cabin · doors erouded with 
beggars of the female ſex, followed by three, four, or 
ſix children, all in ragt, and importuning every ate: 
for an alms.. 'Fheſe. mothers, inſtead of being able to 
work for their honeſt livelihood, are forced to employ all 
their time in- ſtrolling to- beg. ſuſtenance for wrt 1s 712d 
infants, who, as they. grow up, either turn thieve for- 
want of work, or leave their dear native country to fight: 
for the pretender. in * or ſell themſelves to Bar- 
badoes. 

think it is agreed by all n that this prodigious - 
number of children in the. arms, or on the backs, or at 


the heels of their mothers; and frequently of their fathers, . 


is, in the preſent deplorable flate F the kingdom, a ver 
great additional grievance; and therefore, whoever could 
find out a fair, cheap, and eaſy method of making theſe 


ehildren ſound and uſeful members of the commonwealth, . 4 


would deſerve fo well of the public, as to have his fatue - | 
ſet up for a preſerver of the nation. 

But my intention is-very far from being confined to pro- 
vide only for the children of profeſſed beggars ; it is of a 
much greater extent, and ſhall take in the whole number 
of infants at a certain age, who are born of parents in ef- 
fect as little able to ſupport. them, as thoſe who demand 
our charity in the ſtreets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for 
many years upon this important ſubject, and maturely 
weighed the ſeveral /chemes of our prej ectort, I have T 


ways found them groſsly miſtaken in their computation; It 
is 


- 


A MODEST PROPOSAL. 


524 


is true, a child ju/? dropt from its dam may be ſupported 


by her milk for a ſolar year, with little other nouriſhment, 
at molt not above the value of two ſhillings, which the 
mother may certainly get; or the value in ſcraps, by her 
awful occupation of begging; and it is exactly at one year 
old that I propoſe to n for them in ſuch a manner, 
as inſtead of being a charge upon their parentt, ot the 
pariſh, or wanting food and raiment for the reſt of their 


lives, they ſhall, on the contrary, contribute to the feed - 


ing, and partly to the cloathing of many thouſands, 

There is like wife andther great advantage in my ſclieme, 
that it will prevent thoſe voluntary abortions, and that 
horrid practice of. avomen murdering their baſtard chil. 
dren, alas! too frequent: among ds, ſacrificing the vir 
innocent babes, I doubt more to avvid the expenſe than the 


ſhame, which would move tears and pity in the moſt ft. 


vage and inhuman breaſt, * | 


The number of ſouls in this kingdom being uſually 


reckoned one million and a half, of theſe I calculate there 
may be about two hundred thouſand couple, whoſe wives 
are breeders; from which number 1 ſubtract thirty thou- 
ſand couple, who are able to maintain their own childten, 
(although I apprehend there cannot be ſo many under the 


preſent diftreſſes of the- kingdom); but this being granted, 


there will temain an hundred and ſeverity thouſand breed- 
ers. I again ſubtract fifty thouſand fot thoſe women 
who miſcarty, or whofe children die by accident or dif- 
eaſe within the year. There only remain àn hundred 
and twenty thouſand children of poor parents arinually 
born. The queſtion therefore is, How this number ſhall 
be reared and provided for? which, as I have already 
Aid, under the prefent ſituation of affairs is uttetly im- 
poffible by alt the methods hitherto propoſed,” For we 
can neither employ them in hartlicraft ot - aFicultiirt; 
we neither build hooſes,” (J mean in the chüntry), nor 
eultivate land: they can very ſeldom pick up a Hvelihood 
_ by ſtealing, till they arrive at ſix years old, except where 
they are of towardly parts; although I confeſs they learn 
the rudiments much earlier; during which time they can 
however be properly looked upon only as probationers; 
as J have been informed by a principal gentleman in the 


count) 


— a oo on uwnUcs 0 <> 


er y 


4 4 


TO THE PUBLIC 325 


county of Cavan, who proteſted to me, that he never 
knew above one or two inſtances under the age of fix, even 
in a part of the kingdom / renowned for the quickeſt pro- 
ficiency in that art. = 

I am aſſured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl be- 
fore twelve years old is no ſaleable commodity ; and e- 
ven when they come to this age, they will not yield above 
three pounds, or three pounds and half a crown at mot 
on the exchange, which cannot turn to account either to 
the parents or kingdom, the charge of nutriment and rags 
having been at leaſt four times that value, | 

I ſhall now therefore humbly propoſe my own thoughts, 
which I hope will not be liable to the leaſt objection. 
I have been aſſured by a very knowing American of my 
acquaintance in London, that a young healthy child, well 
nurſed, is at a year old a moſt delicious, nouriſhing, an 
wholeſome food, whether /fewed, roa/ted, baked, or boiled; 
and I make no doubt that it will equally ſerve in a /ricaſe, 
or a ragouſt, | | | 

I do therefore humbly offer it to public confideration, 
that of the hundred and twenty thouſand children already 
computed, twenty thouſand may be reſerved for breed, 
whereof only one fourth part to be males; which is more 
than we allow to ſheep, black cattle, or ſwine ; and my 
Treaſon is, that theſe children are ſeldom the fruits of mar- 
riage, a circumſtance” not much regarded by our ſavages, 
therefore one male will be ſufficient to ſerve four females. 
That the remaining hundred thouſand may, at a year old, 
be offered in ſale to the perſons of quality and fortune 
through the kingdom ; - always adviſing the mother to let 
them ſuck plentifully in the laſt month, ſo as to render 
them plump, and fat for a good table. A child will make 
two diſhes at an entertainment for friends; and when the 
family dines alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a 
reaſonable diſh, and ſeaſoned with a little pepper or ſalt, will 
be very good boiled on the fourth day, eſpecially in winter. 

I have reckoned, upon a medium, that a child juſt born 
will weigh 12 pounds; and in a ſolar year, if tolerably 
nurſed, will increaſe to 28 pounds. 

I grant this food will be ſomewhat dear, and therefore 


very proper for landlords, who, as they bave already de- 
| a vaured 
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voured molt of the parents, ſeem to have the beſt title to 
the children, | 
Infants fleſh will be in ſeaſon throughout the year, 
but more plentiful in March, and a little before and af. 
ter; for we are told by a grave author “, an eminent 
French phyſician, that %% being'a prolific diet, there are 
more children born in Roman- Catholic countries about 
nine months after Lent, than at any other ſeaſon ; there- 
fore reckoning a year after Lent, the markets will be more 
glutted than uſual, becauſe the number of Popiſh infant; 
is at leaſt three to one in this kingdom; and therefore it 
will have one other collateral advantage by leſſening the 
number of Papiſii among us. f 
I have already computed the charge of nutſing a beg. 
gar's child (in Which lift I reckon all cortapgers, /abourer;, 
- and four fifths of the Farmers) to be about two ſhillings 
per annum, rags included; and 1 belleve no gentleman 
would repine to give ten ſhillings for the carcaſe of a good 
fat child, which, as I have ſaid, will make four diſhes 
of excellent nutritive meat, when he hath only ſome par- 
ticular friend or his own fatty to dine with him, Thus 
the ſquire will learn to Be à good landlord, and grow po- 
pular among his tenants, tht mother will have eight ſhillings 
2 profit, and be fit for work, till the produces another 
child. 
Thoſe who are more thrifty {a3 7 mu/? confeſs the 
times require ) may flay the carcaſe: the (kin o Which, 
artificially dreſſed, will make admirable gloves for ladies, 
and fummty-bodts for fin gentlemen. | k 
A As to our city of Dublin; fliambles may be appointed for 
this purpoſe in the moſt convenient parts of it, and but - 
chers we may be affured will not be wanting; although 
rather recommend buying the children alive, and dreſſing 
them hot from the Knife, as we do roaſting pies. 
A very worthy perfon, 2 true lover of his country, and 


whoſe virtues I highly efteem, was lately pleaſed, in dif- 


courſing on this matter, to offer a refinement upon my 
ſcheme. He ſaid, that many gentlemen of this kingdom 


baving of late deſtroyed their deer, he conceived chat tle 
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want of veniſon: might be well ſuplied by the bodies of 
young lads. and. maidens,. not exceeding fourteen years of 
age, nor under twelve ; ſo great a number of both ſexes 
in every county being now. ready to- ſtarve. for want of 
work and ſervice: and theſe to be diſpoſed of by their 
parents, if alive, or otherwiſe by their neareſt, relations, 


But, with due deference to ſo excellent a friend, and ſo. 


deſerving a patriot, 1 cannot be altogether in his ſenti- 
ments : for, as to the males, my American acquaintance. 
aſſured me, from frequent experience, that their fleſh was 
generally tough and lean, like that of our ſchoolboys, 
by continual exerciſe, and their taſte diſagreeable, and 
to fatten them would not anſwer the charge. Then, as 
to the females, it would, I think, with humble ſubmiſſion, 
be a loſs to the public, becauſe they ſoon; would become 
' breeders themſelves: and beſides, it is not improbable, 


that ſome ſcrupulous people might be- apt to cenſure ſuch: 


2 practice, (although indeed very unjuſtly), as a little bor- 
deriog upon cruelty; which, I confeſs, bath always been 
with me the ſtrongeſt objection againſt any project, how: 
well ſoeyer-intended.  _- | 

But in order to juſtify my friend, he confeſſed, that 
this expedient was put into his head by the famous Sal- 
manaazor, a native of the iſland Formoſa, who came 
from thence to London above twenty years ago, and, in 
converſation, told my friend, that in his country, when 
any young perſon happened to be put to death, the ex- 
ecutioner ſold the carcaſes to perſont of quality as a prime 
dainty ; and that in his time the body of a plump girl of 
hfreen, who was crucified for an attempt to poiſon the 
Emperor, was ſold to his Imperial Majeſty's prime mi- 
niſter of ſlate, and other great mandarins of the court, 
in joints from the gibbet, at four hundred crowns, Nei- 
ther indeed can I deny, that if the ſame uſe were made 
of ſeveral plump young girls in this town, who, without, 
one ſingle groat to their fortupes, cannot ſtir abroad with- 
out a chair, and appear at a playhouſe and aſſemblies in 
foreign ſineries Which they never will pay for, the king- 
dom would not be the worſe. 

Some perſons of a deſponding ſpirit are in great con- 
cern about that vaſt number of poor people, who 4 
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diſeaſed, or maimed ; and I have been deſired to employ 
my thoughts, what courſe may be taken to eaſe the na- 
tion of ſo grievous an incumbrance. But I am not in the 
leaſt pain upon that matter, becauſe it is very well known, 
that they are every day dying, and rotting, by cold and 
famine, and filth and vermine, as faſt as can be reaſonably 
expected. And as to the young labourers, they are now 
in almoſt as hopeful a N they cannot get work, 
and conſequently pine away for want of nouriſhment, to 
a degree, that if at any time they are accidentally hired 
to common labour, they have not ſtrength to perform it; 
and thus the country and themſelves are r delivered 
from the evils to come. 

T have too long digreſſed, and therefore ſhall return to 
my ſubject. 1 think the advantages by the propoſal 
whieh [ have made, are obvious and many, as well as of 

the higheſt importance. 

For, firſt, as I have already obſerved, it would great- 
ly leſſen the number of Papiſts, with whom we are yearly 
over-run, being the principal breeders of the nation, as 
well as our moſt dangerous enemies, and-who ſtay at home 
on purpoſe to deliver the kingdom to the pretender, ho- 
ping to take their advantage by the abſence of ſo /o many 
good Proteſtants, who have choſen rather to leave their 
country, than ſtay at home and pay tithes againſt their 
conſcience to an Epiſcopal curate. 

Secondly, The poorer tenants will have ſomething va- 
luable of their own, which by law may be made liable 
to a diſtreſs, and help to pay their landlord's rent; their 


con and cattle being already ſeized, and money a tbing - 


unknown. 

Thirdly, Whereas the maintenance of an hundred 
thouſand children, from two years old and upwards, can- 
not be computed at leſs than ten ſhillings apiece per an- 
zum, the nation's ſtock will be thereby increaſed fifty 
thouſand pounds per annum, belides the profit of a new 
diſh introduced to the tables of all gentlemen of fortune 
in the kingdom, who have any refinement in taſte, And 
the money will circulate among ourſelves, the goods being 
entirely of our own growth and manufacture. 

Fourth iy, The conſtant breeders, beſides the gain of 
eight 
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eigkt ſhillings Sterling per annum by the ſale of their chil- 
dren, will be rid 'of 'the charge of maintaining them after 
the firſt year. F 4H | 

Fiſtbly, This food would likewiſe bring great cu/tom 
to taverns; Where the vintners will certainly be ſo pru- 
dent as to procure the beſt receipts for dreſſing it to per- 
fection, and conſequently have their houſes frequented 
by all the fine gentlemen, who juſtly value themſelves up- 
on their knowledge in good eating; and à {kilful cook, 
who underſtands how to oblige his guefts, will contrive to 
make it as expenſive as they pleaſe. 

Sixthly, This would be a great inducemerit to mar- 
Tiage, which all wiſe nations have either encouraged by re- 
wards, or inforced by laws and penalties, It would in- 
creaſe the care and tenderneſs of mothers towards their 
children, when 'they were ſure of a ſertlement for life to + 
the poor babes, provided in ſome ſort by the public, to 
their annual profit inſtead of expenſe. We ſhould ſoon 
ſee an honeſt emulation among the married women, which 
of them could bring the fatteſt child to the market. Men 
would become as fond of their wives during the time of 
their pregnancy, as they are now of their mares in foal, 
their cao in calf, or /ows when they are ready to farrow ; 
nor offer to beat or kick them (as is too frequent a prac- 
tice) for fear of a miſcarriage, 

Many other advantages might 'be 'enumerated, For 
inſtance, the addition of ſome thouſand carcaſes in our 
exportation of barreled beef: the propagation of inet 
fi/h, and improvement in the art of making good bacon, 
ſo much wanted among us by the great deſtrustion of pigs, 
too frequent at our tables; which are no way comparable, 
in taſte or magniſicence, to a well-grown, fat, yearly child, 
which roaſted. whole, will make a conſiderable figure at a 
dord mayor's feaſt, or any other public entertainment. 
But this, and many others, 1omit, being ſtudious of bre- 
vity. 1 42 
 Suppoſing that one thouſand families in this city would 
be conſtant cuſtomers for infant's fleſh, beſides others who 
might have it at merry meetings, particularly at weddings 
and chri/tenings, I compute, that Dublia would take off 
annually about twenty thouſand carcaſes; and the reſt _ 
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of the kingdom (where probably they will be ſold ſome. 
what cheaper) the remaining eighty thouſand, 

I can think of no one objection, that will poſſibly be rai- 
ſed againſt this propoſal, unleſs it ſnould be urged, that the 
number of people will be thereby much leſſened in the 
kingdom. This I freely own, and it was indeed one prin- 
cipal deſign in offering it to the world, I defire the read- 
er will obſerve, that I calculate my remedy for this one 
individual kingdom of IRELAND, and for no other that e- 
ver vas, it or, I think, ever can be upon earth, There- 
fore let no man talk to me of other expedients : of taxing 
our abſentees at five ſhillings a:pound : of aſing neither 
cloaths nor houſehold furniture, except what is of our own 


growth and manufacture: of utterly rejetting the mate- 


rials and inſtrumentt that promote foreign luxury: of 


curing the expen/iveneſs of" pride, vanity, idleneſs, and 
gaming in our women: of introducing a vein of par/ſimo- 
ny, prudence, and temperance : of learning to love our 
country, in the want of which we differ even from Lar- 
LANDERS, and the inhabitants f TOPINAMBOO : of quit- 
ting our animaſities and ſuctiont, nor acting any longer 
like the Feaur, who were murdering one another at the very 
moment their city was taken : of being a little cau- 


tous not to ſell our country and -conſciences for nothing: 


of teaching landlords to have at leaſt one degree of mercy 
towards their tenants : laſtly, of putting a ſpirit of ho- 


nefly, induſtry, and ſkill. into our ſhopkeepers, who, if a 


reſelution could now be taken to buy only our native goods, 


would immediately unite to cheat and exact upon us in the 
price, the meaſure, and the goodneſs, nor could ever yet be 
brought ts make one fair propoſal of juſt dealing, though 
often and earneſtly invited to it. | 


Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of theſe and 


the like expedients *, till he hath at leaſt ſome glimpſe of 


hope, that there will ever be ſome hearty and ſincere at- 


tempt to put them in practice. 


_ *® Theſe expedients had been propoſed before, ſome of them 
by the Dean, and to urge the practice of them by ſhewing the 


only alternative, ſeems to have been the deſign of this pepcr. 
| Bat, 


Hawke. 


t 
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Baut, as to myſelf, having been wearied out for many 

years with offering vain, idle, viſionary thoughts, and a- 
length utterly deſpairing of ſucceſs, I fortunately fell upon 
this propoſal ; which, as it is wholly new, ſo it hath fome- 
thing ſolid and real, of no expenſe and little troubte,. full 
in our own power, and whereby we can incur no danger in 
diſobliging Ex AND. For this kind of commodity will 
not bear exportation, the fleſh being of too tender à con- 
ſiſtence to admit a long continuance in ſalt, although, per- 
haps, I could name a country, which would be glad to eat 
up our whole nation without it, 

After all, I am not fo violently bent upon my own opi- 
nion as to reject any offer propoſed by wiſe men, which 
ſhall be found equally innocent, cheap, eaſy, and effectual. 
But before ſomething of that kind ſhall be advanced in con- 
tradition to my ſcheme, and offering a better, I deſire 
the author or authors will be pleaſed maturely to confider 
two points, Firſt, As things now ſtand, how they will be 
able to find food and raiment for a hundred thouſand uſe - 
leſs mouths and backs. And, ſecondly, There being a 
round million of creatures in human figure throughout this 
kingdom, whoſe whole ſubſiſtence put into a common ſtock 
would leave them in debt two millions of pounds Sterling, 
adding thoſe who are beggars by. profeſſion,. to the bulk of 
farmers, cottagers, and labourers, with their wives and 
children, who are beggars in effect; I defire thoſe politi- 
cians who diſlike my overture, and may perhaps be ſo bold 
to attempt an anſwer, that they will firſt afk the parents of 
theſe mortals, whether they would not at this day think 
it a great happineſs to have been ſold for food-at a year 
old, in the manner I preſcribe, and thereby have avoided: 
ſuch a perpetual ſcene of misfortunes, as they have ſince 
gone through, by the oppreſſion. of landlords, the impoſſi- 
bility of paying rent without money or trade, the want” * 
of common ſuſtenance, with neither houſe nor cloaths to co- 
ver them from the inclemencies of- the weather, and the 


moſt inevitable preſpect of entailing the lite, or greater. 


miſeries upon their breed for ever. 
I profels, in the ſincerity of my. heart, that I have not 
the 1:aſt perſonal intereſt in endeavouring to promote this 
Ee 2 neceſſary 
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neceſſary work, having no other motive than the public 


good of my country, by advancing our trade, providing ' 


for infants, relieving the poor, and giving ſome pleaſure 
' to the rich, I have no children, by which I can propoſe 
to get a ſingle penny; the youngeſt being nine years old, 
and my. wife paſt childbearing. - | 


To 


To the Honourable honſe of Commons, Cc. 


The linmble PT I Tex of the FooT MEN in 
and about the city of Dublin, 


[ritten in the. year 1732 ]: 


Humbly ſheweth, 

HAT your petitioners are à great and numerous? 
ſociety, endowed: with ſeveral privileges time out- 
af mind. 

That certain lewd, idle, and diforderly perſons for 
ſeveral. months paſt, as it is-notoriouſly known, have been 
daily ſeen in the public walks of this city, habited ſome- 
times in green coats, and ſometimes /aced, with long oak- 
en cudgels.in.their- hands, and withont ſwords; in hopes- 
to procure. favour, by that advantage, with a great num- 
ber of ladies who frequent thoſe walks; pretending and. 
giving themſelves out to be true genuine Iriſh foormer ; 
whereas they can be proved to. be no better than common 
toupeer, as a judicious eye may foon-diſcover, by their. 
awkward, clumſey, ungenteel gait and behaviour; by their 
unſkilfulneſs in dreſs even with the advantage of our ha- 
bits; by their ill fayoured countenances, with anair-of 
iupudence and dulnefs. peeultar to the reſt of their bre - 
thren, who have not yet arrived at that tranſcendent piich 
of aſſurance; although it may be juſtly apprehended that. 
they will do ſo.in time, if«theſe -counterfeits ſhall. happen 
to ſucceed. in their-evil deſign of paſſing for real footmen, 
thereby to render .themſelves more amiable to the ladies. 

Your petitioners do farther- allkdge, chat many of the” 
fid counterſeits, upon a. ſtrict examination; have been 
found in the act of frutting, ftaring,. ſwearings fwag-- 
gering, in a-manner that plainly ſhewed-their. belt endea - 
yours to imitate us. Wherein, although they did not 
lucceed, yet by their ignorant and ungainly way of co- 
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pying our graces, the utmoſt indignity was endeavoured 
to be caſt upon our whole profeſſion, [ 
+ Your petitioners do therefore make it their humble re- 
queſt, that this Honourable houſe (to many of whom your 
petitioners are nearly allied) will pleaſe to take this grie- 
vance into your moſt ſerious conſideration : humbly ſub. 
mitting, whether it would not be proper, that certain off- 
cers might at the public charge be employed to ſearch for, 
and diſcover all ſuch counterfeit footmen ; to carry them 
before the next 7u/7ice of peace, by whoſe warrant, upon 
the firſt conviction, they ſhould be ſtripped of their coats 
and oaken ornaments, and be ſet two hours in the ſtocks; 
upon the ſecond conviction, beſides ſtripping, be ſer fix 4 
hours in the ſtocks, with a paper pinned on their breaſts, 
fignifying their crime, in large capital letters, and in the 
following words: A. B. commonly called A. B. Eſq; a 
toupee, and a notorious impoſtor, who preſumed to per- 
fonate a true Iriſh ſootman. ES 
And for any other offence, the faid toupee ſhall be eom- 
mitted to Bridewell, whipped three times, forced to hard 
labour for a month, and not to be fer at liberty till he ſhall 
have given ſufficient ſecurity for his good behaviour. 
Your Honours will pleaſe to obſerve, with what lenity 
we propoſe to treat theſe enormous offenders, who have 
already brought ſuch a ſcandal on our honourable calling, 
that ſeveral well-meaning people have miſtaken them to be 
of our fraternity, in diminution to that credit and dignity 
whereby we have ſupported our ſtation, as we always did, 
in the wor/? of times, And we farther beg leave to re- 
mark, that this was manifeſtly done with a ſeditious deſign 
to render us leſs capable of ſerving the public in any great 
employments, as ſeveral of our fraternity, as well as our 
anceſtors, have done. 4 
We do therefore humbly implore your Honours to give 
neceſſary orders for our relief in this preſent exigency, and 
Your petitioners (as in duty bound) ſhall ever pray, Ec. 
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A PROPOSAL for iving badges to the Bad- 
GARS in all the pariſhes of Dublin. 


By the Dean of St Patricks. 
Written in the year 1737. 


[ T hath been a general complaint, that the poor-houſe: 

(eſpecially fince the new conſtitution by a& of parlia- 
ment) hath been of no benefit to this city, for the eaſe of. 
which it was wholly intended, 1 had the honour to be a: 
member of it many years before it was new modelled by. 
the legiſlature ; not from any perſonal regard, but merely. 
as one of the two Deans, who are of courſe put into moſt 
commiſhons that relate to the city; and I have likewiſe the 
honour to have been left out of. ſeveral. commiſhons upon. 
the ſcore of party, in which my predeceſſors time out of 
mind, have always been members. 

The firſt commiſſion was made up of about fifty perſons. 
which were the lord mayor, aldermen, and ſheriffs,. and: 
ſome few other citizens; the judges, the two archbiſhops, 
the two deans of the city, and one or two more gentlemen, 
And I mult confeſs my opinion, that the diſſolving the old 
commiſſion, and eſtabliſhing a new one of near three times 
the number, have been the great cauſe of rendering ſa. 
good a deſign not only uſeleſs, but a grievance inſtead of a 
benefit to the city. In the preſent commiſſion all the city- 
clergy are included, beſides a great number of ſquires, 
not only thoſe who reſide in Dublin and the neighbour- 
hood, but feveral who live at a great diſtance, and cannot 

poſlibly have the leaſt concern * the advantage of the 
city. 
At the few general meetings At I have attended Gon 
the new eſtabliſhment, I obſerved very little was done ex- 
cept one or two acts of extreme juſtice, which 1 then 
thoyghy might as well haye been ſpared: and 1 — 
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found the court of aſſiſtants uſually taken up in little 

les about coachmen, or adjuſting accounts of meaÞ 
and ſmall beer; which, however neceſſary, mighr ſome- 
times have* given place to matters of much greater mo- 
ment, I mean ſome ſchemes recommended to the general 
board for anſwering the chief ends in erecting and eſta · 
bliſhing ſuch a poor-houſe, and endowing it with»fo con- 
fiderable a revenue: and the principal end- I take to have 
been that of maintaining the poor and orphans of the city, 
where the pariſhes are not able to do it; and clearing the 


ſtreets from all ſtrollers, foreigners, and ſturdy beggars, 


with which, to the univerſal complaint and admiration, 
Dublin is more infeſted ſince the eſtabliſhment of the 
poor-houfe, than it was ever known to be fince its firſt 


erection. 1 


As the whole fund for ſupporting this hoſpital is raiſed” 
only from the inhabitants of the city; fo there can be- 
hardly any thing more abſurd than to ſee ir miſemployed 
in maintaining foreign beggars, and baſtards, or orphans” 


of farmers, whoſe country landlords never contributed one 


ſhilling towards their ſupport. I would engage, that half 
this revenue, if employed with common care, and no very 
great degree of common honeſty, would maintain all the 
reaÞ objects of charity in this · city, except a ſmall num- 
ber of original poor in every pariſh, who might, without” 
being burthenſome te the. pariſhioners,” find a tolerable ſup- 

r.. 5 

F bave for ſome years paſt applied myſelf to ſeveraf 
lord mayors, and the late Arehbiſhop of Dublin, for- 
2 remedy to this evi of foreign beggars; and they all 
appeared ready to receive a very plain propoſal, I mean 
that of badging the original poor of every pariſh, who 
begged in the ſtreets; thar rhe ſaid · beggars ſhould be 
conſined to their o pariſhes ; that they ſhonld wear 
their badges. well ſewn upon one of their ſhoulders, al- 
ways viſible, on pain of being whipped' and turned out of 
town; or whatever legal puniſhment may be thought pro- 
per and effectuak But, by the wrong way. of thinking in 
fome clergymem and the indifference of others; this me- 
thod was perpetually de feated: to their own continual dif- 
Miet, which they da not ill deſerve; and if the grievance 
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affected only them, it would be of leſs conſequence; be- 
cauſe the remedy is in their own power: but all ' Mach 
walkers and ſhopkeepers bear an equal ſhare in its hourly 
vexation. 

I never heard more than one objection againſt this expe - 
dient of badging the poor, and confining their walks to 
their ſeveral pariſhes. The objection was this: What ſhall 
we do with the foreign beggars? muſt they be left to 
ſlarve? I anſwered, No; but they muſt be driven or 
whipped out of town; and let the next country-pariſh. do 
as they pleaſe, or rather, after the practice in England, 
ſend them from one pariſh to another, until they reach their 
own homes, By the old laws of England ſtill in force, 
every pariſh is bound to maintain its own poor; and the 
matter is of no ſuch conſequence in this point as ofa 
would make it, whether a country-pariſh be rich or 
In the remoter and poorer pariſhes of the kingdom, al 
deceſſaries for life, proper for poor people, are compara- 
tively cheaper; I mean butter-milk, oat-meal, potatoes, 
and other vegetables; and every farmer or cottager, who 
is not himſelf a beggar, can ſometimes ſpare a ſup ot a 
morſel, not worth the fourth part of a farthing, to an in- 
digent neighbour of his own pariſh, who is diſabled from 
work. A beggar native of the pariſh is known to the 
ſquire, to the church-miniſter, to the Popiſh prieſt, or 
the conyenticle-teacher, as well as to every farmer: he 
hath generally ſome relations able to live, and contribute 
ſomething to his maintenance. None of which advantages 
can be reaſonably expected on à removal to places where 
be is altogether unknown. If he be not quite maimed, 
he and his trull, and litter of brats (if he has any), may 
get half their ſupport by doing ſome kind of work in their 
power, and thereby be leſs burdenſome to the people. In 
ſhort, all neceſſaries of life grow in the country, and not 
in cities, and are cheaper where they grow; nor is it equi - 
table that beggars ſhould put us to the charge of giving 
them victuals, and the carriage too. 

But when the ſpirit of wandering takes him, attended 
by his females and their equipage of children, he becomes 
a nuiſance to the whole country: he and his female are 


thieves, and teach the trade of ſtealing to their * at 
ur 
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four years old; and if his infirmities be counterfeit, it is 
dangerous for a ſingle perſon unarmed to meet him on the 
road. He wanders from one country to another, but ſti}j 
with a view to this town, whither he arrives at laſt, and 
enjoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. | 
I do not wonder that the country-Tquires ſhould be ye. 
ry willing to ſend up their colonies ; but why the city 
| ſhould be content to receive them, is beyond my imagins- 
Hay 5421 | fe he tt 


If the city were obliged by their charter to maintain z 


thouſand beggars, they could do it cheaper by eighty 
cent. a hundred miles off than in this town, or in any of its 
ſuburbs, EDS 

There is no village in Connaught, that in proportion 
ſhares fo deeply in the daily increafing miſeries of Ireland, 
as its capital city ; to which miferies, there hardly remain- 
ed any addition, except the perpetual ſwarms of foreign 
beggars, who might be baniſhed m a-month' without ex- 
penſe, and with very little trouble. 

As I am perſonally acquainted with a great number of 
ſtreet - beggars, I find ſome weak attempts have been made 
in one or two pariſhes to promote the wearing of badges; 
and my firſt queſtion to thofe who aſk an alms, is, Where i: 
your badge ? I have, in feveral years, met with about a 
dozen who were ready to produce them, fome out of their 
pockets, others from under their coat, and two or three 
on their ſhoulders, only covered with a fort of capes which 
they could lift up or let down upon occaſion. They are 
too lazy to work; they are not afraid to ſteal, nor aſha- 
med to beg, and yet are 3 to be ſeen with a badge, 

as many of them have confeſſed to me, and not a few in 
very injurious terms, particularly the females. They al 
look upon ſuch an obligation as a high indignity done to 
their office. 1 appeal to all indifferent people, whether 
ſach wretches deferve to be relieved; As to myfelf, I mult 
confeſs, this abſurd infolence hath ſo affected me, that for 
ſeveral years paſt I have not difpofed of one ſingle farthing 
to a ſtreet-beggar, nor intend to do fo until l fee a bettet 
regulation; and I have endeavoured to perſuade all my 
brother- walkers to follow my example, which moſt of them 
aſſute me they do. For, if beggary be not able to beat 
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out pride, it cannot deſerve charity. However, as to per- 
ſons in coaches and chairs, they bear but little of the per- 
ſecution we ſuffer, and are willing to leave it entirely upon 
us. | f 
To ſay the truth, there is not a more undeſerving vi- 
tious race of humankind than the bulk of thoſe who are 
reduced to beggary, even in this beggarly country, For, 
as a great part of our public miſeries is originally owing to 
our own faults, (but what thoſe faults are, I am grown by 
experience too waxy to mention), ſo I am confident, that 
among the meaner people nineteen in twenty of thoſe who 
are reduced to amſtarving condition, did not become ſo by 
what the lawyers call the work of God either upon their 
bodies or goods; but merely from their own idleneſs, at* 
tended with all manner of vices, particularly drunkenneſs, 
thievery, and cheating. | 

Whoever inquires, --as I have frequently done, from 
thoſe who have aſked me an alms, what was their former 
courſe of life, will ind them to have been ſervants in good 
families, broken tradeſmen, labourers, cottagers, and 
what they call decayed houſekeepers; but (to uſe their 
own cant) reduced by loſſes and croſſes, by which nothing 
can be underſtood but idleneſs and vice. 

As this is the only Chriſtian. country where people, con- 
trary to the old maxim, are the poverty and not the riches 
of the nation; ſo the bleſſing of increaſe and multiply, 
is by us converted into a curſe ; and as marriage hath 
been ever countenanced in all Free. countries, ſo we ſhould 
be 'leſs miſerable if it were diſcouraged in ours, as far as 
can be conſiſtent with Chriſtianity. It is ſeldom known in 
England, that the labourer, the lower mechanic, the fer- 
vant, or the cottager, thinks of marrying, until he hath * 
faved up a ſtock of money ſufficient to carry on his buſi- 
neſs 5 nor takes a wife without a ſuitable portion; and as 
ſeldom fails of making a yearly addition to that ſtock, with 
a view, of-proyitiag for his children, But in this kingdom 
che eaſe is deal ee de many thouſand couples 
re yearly married, uhoſe whole united fortunes, bating 
the rags on their backs, would ng be ſufficient to purchaſe. 
a pint of butter- milk for their wedding-ſupper, nor have 
any proſpect of ſupporting their Þazourable ate but by 
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ſervice or labour, or thievery. Nay, their happineſs is oft. 
en deferred until they find credit to borrow, or cunning 
to ſteal a ſhilling to pay their Popiſh prieſt, or infamous 
couple-beggar. Surely no miraculous portion of wiſdom 
would be required to find ſome kind of remedy againſt this 
deſtructive evil, or, at leaſt, not to draw the conſequen- 
ces of it upon our decaying city, the greateſt part where. 
of muſt of courſe in a few years become deſolate, or in 
ruins. 

In Il other nations, that are not abſolutely barbarous, 
parents think themſelves bound by the law of nature and 
reaſon to make ſome proviſion for their children ; but the 
reaſon offered by the inhabitants of Ireland for marrying 
is, that they may have children to maintain them when 
they grow old, and unable to work. 

1 am informed, that we have been for ſome time paſt 
extremely obliged to England for one very beneficial branch 
of 'commerce ; for, it ſeems,. they are grown ſo gracious 
as to tranſmit us continually colonies of beggars, in return 
for a million of money they receive yearly from hence, 
That I may give no offence, I profeſs to mean real Engliſh 
beggars in the literal meaning of the word, as it 1s uſually 
underſtood by Proteſtants. It ſeems the juſtices of the peace 
and pariſh-officers in the weſtern coaſts of England have a 
good while followed the trade of exporting hither their ſu- 
pernumerary beggars, in order to advance the Engliſh Pro- 
teſtant intereſt among us; and theſe they are ſo kind to 
ſend over gratis and duty-free. I have had the honcur 
more than once to attend large cargoes of them from Che- 
ſter to Dublin: and I was then ſo ignorant as to give my 
opinion, that our city ſhould receive them into Bride well, 
and, after a month's reſidence, having been well whipped 
twice a-day, fed with bran and water, and put to hard la- 
bour, they ſhould. be returned honeſtly back with thanks, 
as cheap as they came: or, if that were not approved of, 
I propoſed, that whereas one Engliſhqum is allowed to be 
.of equal intrinſic value with rn in Ireland, we” 
ſhould in juſtice return chegg dozen for one to diſpoſe of 
as. they pleaſed. 7 
As tothe native poor of this city, there would be little 


or no damage in conſigiſſg them to their ſeveral pariſhes. 
J | For 
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For inſtance : a beggar of the pariſh of St Warborongh's, or 
any other pariſh here, if he be an object of compaſſion, hath 


an equal chance to receive his proportion of alms from eve- - 


ry charitable hand : becauſe the inhabitants, one or other, 
walk through every ſtreet in town, and give their alms, 
without conſidering the place, where-ever they think it 
may be well diſpoſed of; and theſe helps, added to what 
they get in eatables by going from houſe to houſe among 
the gentry and citizens, will, without being very burthen- 
ſome, be ſufficient to keep them alive, 

It is true, the poor of the ſuburb-pariſhes will not have 
altogether the ſame advantage, becauſe they are not equal- 
ly in the road of buſineſs and paſſengers ; but here it is to 
be conſidered, that the beggars there have not ſo good a 
title to public charity, becauſe moſt of them are ſtrollers 
from the country, and compoſe a principal part of that great 
nuiſance which we onght to remove. 

I ſhould be apt to think, that few things can be more 
ickſome to a city-miniſter, than a number of beggars which 
do not belong to his diſtrict, whom he hath no obligation 
to take care of, who are no part of his flock, and who take 
the bread out of the mouths of thoſe to whom it proper- 
ly belongs. When I mention this abuſe to any miniſter of 


a city-pariſh, he uſually lays the fault upon the beadles, 


who, he ſays, are bribed by the foreign beggars ; and, as 
thoſe beadles often keep alehouſes, they find their account 
in ſuch cuſtomers. This evil might eaſily be remedied, if 


the pariſhes would make ſome {mall addition to the ſalaries 


of a beadle, and be more careful in the choice of thoſe of- 
ficers. But, I conceive, there is one effectual method in 
the power of every miniſter to put in practice; I mean, 
by making it the intereſt of all his own original poor to 
drive out intruders : for if the pariſh-beggars were abſo- 
lutely forbidden by the miniſter and church-officers to 
ſuffer ſtrollers to come into the pariſh, upon pain of them- 
ſelves not being permitted to beg alms at the charch-doors, 
or at the houſes and ſhops of the inhabitants, they would 
prevent interlopers more effectually than twenty beadles. 
And here I cannot but take notice of the great indiſere · 
tion of our city-ſhopkeepers, who ſuffer their doors to be 
daily beſieged by erouds of beggars (as the gates of 
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a lord are by duns), to the great diſguſt and vexatton 
of many cuſtomers, whom I have frequently obſerved to 
go to other ſhops, rather than ſuffer ſuch a perſecution ; 
which might eaſily be avoided, if no foreign beggars were 
allowed to infeſt them. | | 
'- Wherefore I do aſſert, that the ſhopkeepers, who are 
the greateſt complainers of this grievance, lamenting that 
for every cuſtomer they are. worried by fifty beggars, do 
very well deſerve what they ſuffer, when a prentice with 
a horſe-whip is able to laſh. every beggar from the ſhop, 
who is not of the pariſh, and doth not wear the badge of 
that pariſh on his ſhoulder, well faſtened, and fairly vi- 
ſible ; and if this practice were univerſal in every houſe to 
all the ſturdy vagrants, we ſhould in a few weeks clear the 
town of all mendicants, except thoſe who have a pro- 
per title to our charity: as for the aged and infirm, it 
would be ſufficient to give them nothing, and then they 
mult ſtarve, or follow their brethren, ; 

It was the city that firſt endowed this hoſpital, and thoſe 
who afterwards contributed, as they were ſuch who ge- 
nerally inhabited here, ſo they intended what they gave to 
be for the uſe of the city's poor. The revenues, which 
have ſince been raiſed by parliament, are wholly paid by 
the city, without the leaſt charge upon any other part of 
the kingdom; and therefore nothing could more defeat the 
original deſign, than to miſapply thoſe revenues on ſtrol- 
ling beggars or baſtards from the country, . which bears no 
ſhare in the .charges we are at. | | | 

If ſome of the out-pariſhes be overburthened with poor, 
the reaſon muſt be, that the greateſt part of thoſe poor are 
rollers from the country, who neſtle themſelves where 
they can find the cheapeſt lodgings, and from thence infeſt 
every part of the town, out of which they ought to be 
whipped as a molt inſufferable nuiſance, being nothing elle 
but a profligate clan of thieves, drunkards, heathens, and 
whoremongers, fitter to be rooted out of the.face of the 
carth, than ſuffered to devy à vaſt annual tax upon the 
city, which ſhares too deep in the public miferies brought 
on us by the oppreſſions we lie under from our neighbours, 
our brethren, our countrymen, our Fellow-Proteſtanrs, and 


ſellou - ſubjects. 
Some 
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some time ago I was appointed one of a committee to 
inquire into the ſtate of the workhouſe ; where we ſound 


that a charity was beſtowed by a great perſon for a certain 


time, which in its conſequenees operated very much to 
the detriment of the houſe ; for, when the time was elap- 
ſed, all thoſe who were ſupported by that charity conti - 
nued on the ſame foot with the reſt on the foundation; 
and, being generally a pack of profligate, vagabond wretch- 
es from ſeveral parts of the kingdom, corrupted all the 
reſt; ſo partial, or treacherous, or intereſted, or igno- 
rant, or miſtaken, are generally all recommenders, not only 
to employments, but even to charity itſelf. 

I know it is complained,. that the difficulty of driving 
foreign beggars out of the city is charged upon the Gel- 
lowers, (as they are called), who find their accounts belt 
in ſuffering thoſe vagarants to follow their trade through 
every part of the town. But this abuſe might eaſily be 
remedied, and very much to the advantage of the whole 
city, if better ſalaries were given to thoſe who execute 
that office in the ſeveral pariſhes, and would make it 
their intereſt to clear the town of thoſe caterpillers, ra- 
ther than hazard the loſs of an employment that would 
give them an honeſt livelihood, But, if that ſhould fail, 
yet a general reſolution of never giving charity to a ſtreet- 
beggar out of his own pariſh, or without a viſible badge, 
would infallibly force al vagrants to depart. ; 

There is generally a vagabond ſpirit in beggars, which 
- eught to be diſcouraged, and ſeverely puniſhed. It is- 
owing to the fame cauſes that drove them into poverty; 


I mean, idleneſs, drunkenneſs, and raſh marriages with- 


out the leaſt proſpect. of ſupporting a family by honeſt en- 
deavours, which never came into their thoughts. It is: 
obſerved, that hardly one beggar in twenty looks upon 
himſelf to be relieved by receiving bread, or other food; 
and they have in this town been frequently ſeen to pour 
out of their pitchers good broth, that hath been given 
them, into the kennel ; neither do they much regard 
cloaths, unleſs to ſell them; for their rags are part of 
their tools with which they work : they want only ale, 
brandy, and gther ſtrong liquors, which cannot be had! 
| Ft 2 without: 
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without money: and money, as they conceive, always » 
abounds in the metropolis, 18 id 15 

I had ſome other thoughts to offer upon this ſubject. 
But as I am a deſponder in-my nature, and have tolerably 
well diſcovered the diſpoſition of our people, who never 
vill move a ſtep towards eaſing themſelves from any one 
lingle grievance; it will be thought, that I have already 
faid too much, and to little or no purpoſe, which hath 
often_been the fate or fortune of the writer, | 
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AnVice to the freemen of the city of Da#- 
blin, in the choice of a MEMBER to repre-- 
ſent them"in PARLIAMENT ®, 


HOSE few writers, who, ſince the death of Alder-- 
man Burton, have employed their pens in giving: 
advice to our citizens, how: they ſhould proceed in elect- 
ing a new: repreſentative. for the next ſeſſions, having laid 
aſide their pens; I: have reaſon to hope, that all true lo- 
vers of their country in general, and particularly thoſe who » 
have any regard for the privileges and liberties of this 
great and ancient city, will think a. ſecond, and a third 
time, before they come to a {inal determination upon what 
perſon they reſolve to fix their choice. 
ls am told, there are only two per ſons who ſet up for: 
candidates; one is the preſent Lord Mayor +, and the o- 
ther 1, a gentleman of good eſteem, and alderman of the 
city, a merchant of reputation, and poſſeſſed of a conſider - 
able office || under the crown. The queſtion is, Which 
ol theſe two perſons it will be moſt for the advantage of 
the city to elect? I have but little acquaintance with ei- 
ther, 60 that my inquiries will be very impartial, and 
—4 only from the general character and tuation of 
th 
ln order to this, I muſt offer my countrymen and fel- 
low-citizens ſome reaſons: why I think they ought to be 
more than ordinarily careful at this juncture, upon whom 
they beſtow their votes. 
To perform this with more clearneſs, it may be pro- 
per to give you a ſhort {tate of our unfortunate country. 


This piece was publiſhed in the year 1733; and as it may 
be uſeful upon a Jike occaſion, we have here given it a on . 

+ Humphry French. 

+ John Macaral. 


! Regiſter to the berrac!s. - | 
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We conſiſt of two parties, I do not mean Popiſh and 
Proteſtant, high and low church, Epiſcopal and Sectarians, 
Whig and Tory; but of thoſe of Engliſh who happen to 
be born in this kingdom, (whoſe anceſtors reduced the 
whole nation under the obedience of the Engliſh crown), 
and the gentlemen ſent ſrom t'other ſide to poſſeſs moſt of 
the chief employments here. This latter party is very much 
enlarged and ſtrengthened by the whole power inthe church, 
the law, the army, the revenue, and the civil adminiſtra- 
tion depoſited in their hands : although for political ends, 
and to ſave appearances, ſome employments are ſtill depo- 
ſited (yet gradually in a ſmaller number) to perſons born 
here. This proceeding, fortified with good words and ma- 
ny promiſes, is ſufficient to flatter and feed the hopes of 
hundreds, who will never be one farthing the better, as 
they might eaſily be convinced, if they were quahſied ro 
think at all. 0 | | 
Civil employments of all kinds have been for ſeveral 
years paſt with great prudence made precarious, and du- 
ring pleaſure z by which means the poſſeſſors are, and muſt 
inevitably be, for ever dependent: yet thoſe very few of 
any eonfequence, which being dealt with fo ſparing a hand 
to perſons born among us, are enough to keep hope alive 
in great numbers, who deſire to mend their condition by 
the favour of thoſe in power. . | 

Now, my dear fellow-citizens, how is it poſſible you can 
conceive that any perſon who holds an office of ſome hun- 
dred pounds a-year, which may be taken from him when- 
ever power ſhall think fit, will, if he ſhould be choſen a 
member for any city, dothe leaſt thing, when he fits m the 
houſe, that he knows or fears may be difpleaſing to thoſe 
who gave him, or continue him in that office ? Beheve me, 
theſe are no times to expect fuch an exalted degree of vir- 
tue from mortal men. Blazing ſtars are much more fre. 
quently feen than ſuch heroical worthies. And I could 
fooner hope to find ten thouſand pounds by digging in my 
garden, than ſuch a phenix by ſearching among the pre- 
fent race of mankind. N k 

r rannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous as well as 
modern maxim of politics in the Engliſh nation, to take 
every opportunity of depreſſing Ireland, whereof an _ 
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dred inſtances may be produced in points of the higheſt 
importance, had within the memory of every- middle-aged 
man: although many of the greateſt perſons among that 


party which now prevails, have formerly, upon that ar- 


ticle, much differed in their opinion from their preſent 


ſocceſſor e. d 1h | Jo 645 Yo r 75 (8 

But ſo the fact ſtands at preſent, It is plain, chat the 
court and — party here (I mean in the-houſe of 
Commons) very ſeldom agree in any thing but their loy- 
alty to his preſent Majeſty, their reſolutions to make him 
and his viceroy eaſy in the government, to the utmoſt of 
their power, under the preſent condition of the kingdom. 
But the perſons ſent from England, who (to a trifle) are 
poſſeſſed of the ſole executive power in all its branches; 


with their few adherents in poſſeſſion who were born 


here, and hundreds of expectants, hopers, and promi- 
ſees, put on quite contrary notions with regard. to Ireland. 
They count upon a univerſal ſubmiſſion. to whatever ſhall 
be demanded ;- wherein they act ſafely; becauſe. none of 
themſelves, except the candidates, -feel the leaſt of our 
preſſures. | | n 


I remember a perſon of diſtinction ſome days ago afe 


firmed in a good deal of mixed company, and of both 
parties, that the gentry from England, who now! enjo 
our higheſt employments of all kinds, can never be 


ſibly loſers of one farthing by the greateſt calamities that 


can befal this kingdom, except a plague that would ſweep 


away a million of our heuert of -wqod, an, drawers of 


water; or an invaſion that would fright our. grandees out 
of the kingdom. For this perſon argued, that while 
there was a penny left in the treaſury, the civil and mi» 
litary liſt muſt be paid; and that the Epiſcopal revenues, 
which are uſvally farmed out at ſix times below the real 
value, could hardly fail. He inſiſted farther, that, as 


money diminiſhed, the prices of all neceſſaries for life 


muſt of conſequence do ſo too, which would be for the 
advantage of all perſons in employment, as well as of my 
Lords the Biſhops, and to the ruin of every body elſe. 
Among the company there wanted not men in office, be- 
ſides one or two expectanis: yet I did not obſerve any of 


hem diſpoſed to return an anſwer i but the conſequence: 


drawn 
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draun were theſe: That the great men in power ſent hi. 
ther from the other fide were by. no means upon the ſame 
foot with his Majeſty's' other ſubjects of Ireland. They 
had no common ligament to bind them with us; they ſuf. 
fered not with our ſufferings, and if it were poſſible for 
us " have any cauſe. of rejoicing, they. could not rejoice 
with us. 1. lr 


Suppoſe a perſon, born in this · kingdom, hall happen 


by his ſervices for'the Engliſh intereſt- to have an employ- 
ment conferred on him worth four hundred pounds a-year ; 
and that he hath likewiſe an eſtate in land worth four hun- 
dred pounds a-year more: ſuppoſe him to ſit in parlia- 
ment: then, ſuppoſe a land - tax to be brought in of five 
ſhillings a- pound for ten years; I tell you how this gen - 
tleman will compute. He hath four hundred pounds a- 
year in land: the tax he muſt pay yearly is one hundred 
pounds ; by which, in ten years, he will pay only a thou- 
ſand pounds. But if he gives his vote againſt this tax, 
he will loſe four thouſand pounds by being turned out of 
his employment, together with the power and influence 


he hath, by virtue or colour of his employment; and thus 


the balance will be againſt him three thouſand pounds. 

1 deſire, my fellow - citizens, you will pleaſe to call to 
mind how many perſons you can vouch for among your 
acquaintance, who have ſo much virtue and ſelf- denial, 


as to loſe four hundred pounds a-year for life, together 


with the ſmiles and favour of power, and the hopes of 
higher advancement, merely out of a generous love of 
his country. 8 | | 
* The contentions of parties in England are very differ- 
ent from thoſe: among us. The battle there is fought for 
power and riches; and ſo it is indeed among us: but, 
whether a great employment be given to Tom or to Peter, 
they were both born in England, the profits are to be 
ſpent there. All employments (except a very few) are 
beſtowed on the natives: they do not ſend to Germany, 
Holland, Sweden, or Denmark, much leſs to Ireland, for 
chancellors, biſhops, judges, or other officers. Their ſa- 
laries, whether well or ill got, are employed at home: 
and whatever their morals or politics be, the nation is not 
the poorer. 

The 
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The. houſe of Commons in England have frequently en» 
deavoured to limit the number of members, who ſhould 
be allowed to have employments under the crown, - Se+ 
veral acts have been made to that purpoſe, which many 
viſe men think are not yet effectual enough, and many of 
them are rendered ineffetta] by leaving the power of re- 
election. Our houſe of Commons conſiſts, I think, of a+ 
bout three hundred members; if one hundred of theſe 
ſhould happen to be made up of perſons already provided 
for, joined with expecters, compliers, eaſy to be per- 
funded, ſuch as will. give a vote for a friend who is in 
hopes to get ſomething ; if they be merry companions; - 
without ſuſpicion, -of - a natural baſnifulneſs, not apt or 
able to look forwards ; if good words, ſmiles, and careſ- 
ſes, have any power. over them, the larger part of a ſe- 
cond hundred may be very my mug in at a en ; 
ſonable rate, 

There is an idee * of no Jong kantig * 
us, but in an employment of great truſt, power, and pro- 
fir, This excellent perſon did lately publiſh, at his own 
expenſe, a pamphlet, printed in England by authority, to 
juſtify the bill for a general 72 or inland duty, in or- 
der to introduce *. bleſſed ſcheme among us. What 
a tender care mult ſuch an Engliſh patriot for Ireland have 
of our intereſt, if he ſhould condeſcend to ſit in our par- 
liament? I will bridle my indignation. However, me- 
thinks -I long to ſee that mortal, who would with plea- 
ſure blow us up all at a blaſt : but be duly receives his 
thouſand pounds a-year ; makes his progreſs like a king 
is 3 pomp at every town f and village u * 
travels, and ſhines in the Engliſh news- papers. 

I will now apply what I have ſaid to yon, my ict 

and fellow-citizens, Count upon it, as a truth next to 
your creed, that no one perſon in office, of which he is 
not maſter for life, whether born here ar in Eogland, will 
bee ee for "the b this country. 


' . at mnie 
ne eee 61; member of parliament for York, 


and a commiſſioner of the revenue of Ireland. 
+ Mr Thompſon was preſented with his n of ſeveral 


_—_— in Ireland, 


One 


350 ApVICE To THE 

One of your candidates is of this kind, and I believe him 
to be an honeſt gentleman, as the word horeft is generally 
underſtood. But he loves his employment better than he 
doth you, or his country, or all the countries upon earth, 
Will you contribute or give him city-ſecurity to pay him 
the value of his employment, if it ſhould be taken from 
him during his life, for voting on all occaſions with the ho- 


neſt country · party in the houſe? although I much queſtion, 


whether he would do it even upon that condition. 

- Wherefore, fince there are but two candidates, I intreat 

you will fix on the preſent Lord Mayor. He hath 

hewn more virtue, more activity, more kill, in one 
s government of the city, than an hundred years can 

equal. He hath endeavoured with great ſuecefs to-baniſh 

frauds, . and * other abuſes from amongſt 


A dozen ſuch men in power mink be able to reform a 
kingdom. He hath no employment under the crown ; nor 
is likely to get or ſolicit for any; his education having not 
turned him that way, I will aſfare for no man's future 
conduct; but he who hath hitherto practiſed the rules of 
virtue with ſo much difficulty, in ſo great and buſy a ſta - 
tion, deſerves your thanks, and the beſt return you can 
make him; and you, my brethren, have no other to give 
him, than chat of repreſenting you in parliament. Tell 
me not of your engagements and to another. 
Your promiſes were ſins of inconſideration at beſt; and 
you are bound to repent and annul them. That gentle- 
man, although with good reputation, is already engaged 
on the other ſide. He hath” four hundred pounds a- year 
under the crown; which he is too wiſe to part with, by 

ſo good an eſtabliſiment to the empty names of 
virtue, and love of his country. I can aſſure you, the 
Dzavitr'is in the intereſts of the preſent Lord Mayor, 
whatever you may be told to the contrary. I have lately 
heard him declare ſo in public company; and offer ſome of 
theſe very reaſons in defence of his opinion; although he 
hath a regard and eſteem for the other gentleman, but 


would not anſwer the _ of the __ and the kingdom for 
The 


a compliment. 
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The Lord Mayor's ſeverity to ſome unfair dealers 
ſhould not turn the honeſt men among them againſt him. 
Whatever he did, was for the advantage of thoſe very 
traders whoſe dimoneſt members he puniſhed, He hath 
hitherto been above temptation to act wrong; and there- 
fore, as mankind goes, he is the moſt likely to act right as 
a repreſentative of 98 * as he * did in the 
9 of it. N 


Some ConsStDERATIONS humbly offered to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, the court 
| 2 een and Common Council of the 
Hon. city of Dublin, in the choice of a Rx- 
' CORDER *. 


* 
= 


HE office of recorder to this city being vacant by 
the death of a very worthy gentleman, it is ſaid, 

that five or ſix perſons are ſoliciting to ſucceed him in the 
employment, I am a ſtranger to all their perſons, and to 
molt of their characters; which latter, I hope, will at this 
time be canvaſſed with more decency, than it ſometimes 
happeneth upon the like occaſions. Therefore, as I am 
wholly impartial, I can with more freedom deliver my 


thoughts, how the ſeveral perſons and parties concerned 


ought to proceed in electing a recorder for this great and 
ancient city. 

And firſt, as it is a very natural, ſo I can by no means 
think it an unreaſonable opinion, that the ſons, or near re- 
lations of aldermen, and other deſerving citizens, ſhould 
be duly regarded, as proper competitors for an employment 
in the city's diſpoſal : provided they be equally qualified 
with other candidates; and provided that ſuch employ- 
ments require no more than common abilities and common 
honeſty. But, in the choice of a recorder, the caſe is en- 
tirely different He ought to be a perſon of good abilities 
in his calling; of an unſpotted character; an able practi- 
tioner; one who hath occaſionally merited of this city be- 
fore : he ought to be of ſome maturity in years ; a mem- 
ber of parliament, and likely to continue fo ; regular i in 
his life ; firm in his loyalty to the Hanover ſucceſſion ; ; in- 
dulgent to tender conſciences; but, at the ſame time, 2 


firm adherer to the eſtabliſhed church. If he be ſuch a 


one who hath already ſat in parliament, it ought to be 


* Upon the death of Mr Stoyte, recorder of the city of Dublin, 
in the year 1723, ſeveral gentlemen declared themſelves candidates 
to ſucceed him: upon which the Dean wrote this paper; and 
Eaton Stannard, Eſq; (a gentleman of great worth and honour, 


and very knowing in his profcſſion), was elected. . 
| inquired 
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inquired of what weight he was there; whether he voted 
on all occaſions for the good of his country; and particu- 
larly for advancing the trade and freedom of this city: 
whether he be engaged in any faction, either national or 
religious: and laltly, whether he be a man of courage; 
not to be drawn from his duty by the frowns or menaces 
of power, nor capable to be corrupted by allurements er 
bribes. Theſe, and many ether particulars, are of in- 
finitely more conſequence than that ſingle circumſtance 
of being deſcended by a direct or collateral line from any 
alderman, or diſtinguiſhed citixen, dead or alive. 

There is not a dealer or ſhopkeeper in this city of any 
ſubſtance, whoſe thriving, lefs or more, may not depend 
upon the good or ill conduct of a recorder. He is to watch 
every motion in parliament, that may the leaſt affect the 
freedom, trade, or welfare of it. ö ; 

In this approaching election, the Commons, as they are 
a numerous body, fo they ſeem to be moſt concerned in 
point of intereſt ; and their intereſt ought to be moſt re- 
garded, becaufe it altogether dependeth upon the true in- 
tereſt of the city. They have no private views; and gi- 
ring 'their votes, as I am informed, by balfoting, they 
he under no awe, or fear of difobliging competitors, It 
is therefore hoped, that they will duly conſider, which of 
the candidates is moſt likely to advance the trade of them- 
ſelres and their brother-citizens ; to defend their liberties, 
both in and our of parliament, againſt all attempts of in- 
croachment or oppreſſion. And ſo God direct them in the 
choice of a recorder, who may for many years ſupply that 
important office with ſkill, diligence, courage, and ſideli- 
ty. And fer all the people fay, Amen. | 
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The LasT SPEECH and DvinG WorDs of 
EBENEZER ELLISTON, who was executed 
the 2d- day of May 1722 *. 


© Publiſhed at his defire, for the common good, 


About the time that the following ſpeech was written, the 
town was much peſtered with fireet-robbers ; who, in a barbarous 
manner, would ſeize on gentlemen, and take them into remote 
corners, and after they had robbed them, would leave them 
dound and gagged. It is remarkable, that this ſpeech had ſo 
good an effect, that there have been * few robberies of that 
kind committed ſince 4 


1 AM now going to ſuffer the juſt 888 * my 

crimes, preſcribed by the law of God and my country. 
1 know it is the conſtant cuſtom, that thoſe who come to 
this place ſhould have ſpeeches made for them, and cried 
about in their own hearing, as they are-carried to execu- 
tion; and truly they are ſuch ſpeeches, that, although our 
fraternity be an ignorant illiterate people, they would make 
a man aſhamed to have ſuch nonſenſe and falſe Engliſh 
charged upon him, even when he is going to the gallows, 
They contain a pretended account of our birth and family, 
of the fact for which we are to die, of our ſincere repent- 
ance, and a declaration of our religion, I cannot expect 
to avoid the ſame treatment with my predeceſſors. -- How 
ever, having had an education one or two degrees better 
than thoſe of my rank and profeſſion, I have been conſi- 


* This piece had a moſt excellent effect. The thieves, vaga- 
bonds, and all the lower claſs of people, thought it the real 
work of Ebenezer Elliſton, who had received the grounds of 2 
good education; and the ſtyle of this paper is fo natural for a 
perſon in ſuch circumſtanccs, that it would almoſt deceive the 
. Ficeſt judgment. Orrey, | 

dering, 
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dering, ever ſinoe my commitment, what it might be pro- 
per for me to deliver u a” this occaſion, 

And firſt, I cannot ſay from the bottom of my heart, 
that I am truly ſorry for the offence 1 have given to God. 
and the world; but I am very much ſo, for the bad ſuc- 
ceſs of my villanies in bringing me to this untimely end. 
Tor it is plainly evident, that after having ſome time ago 
obtained a pardon from the crown, I again took up my old 
trade; my evil habits were ſo rooted in me, and I was 
grown ſo unfit for any other kind of employment. And 
therefore, although, in compliance with my friends, I re- 
ſolve to go to the gallows after the uſual manner, kneeling, 
with a book in my hand, and my eyes lift up; yet I ſhall 
feel no more devotion in my heart than I have obſerved in 
my comrades, who have been drunk. among -common 
whores the very night before their execution, I can ſay 
farther from my own knowledge, that two of my fraterni- 
ty after they had been hanged, and wonderfully came to 
life, and-made their eſcapes, as it ſometimes happens, pro- 
red afterwards the wickedeſt rogues I ever knew, and fo 
continued until they were hanged again for good and all; 
and yet they had the impudence at both times they went to 
the gallows to ſmite their breaſts, and lift up their ever de 
heaven all the way. 

Secondly, From the knowledge I have of my own wie- 
ked diſpoſitions, and that of my comrades, I give it as my 
opinion, that nothing can be more unfortunate to the pu- 
blic, than the.mercy of the government in ever pardoning + 
or tranſporting us; unleſs. when we betray one another, as 
we never fail to do, if we are ſure to be well paid, and 
then a pardon may do good ; by the ſame rule, That it is 
better to have but one fox in à farm than three or four. 
But we generally make a ſhift to return after being 
tranſported, and are ten times greater rogues than before, 
and much more cunning. Beſides, I know it by experience, 
that ſome hope we have of finding mercy, when we are 
tried, or after we are condemned, is aways a "ou en- 
couragement to us. ; 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle youdy fet- 
lows than the company of thoſe odious common whores 
we frequent, and of which this town is full: theſe wrerch- 
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es puts us upon all miſchief to feed their Juſts and extra- 
vngancies: they are ten times more bloody and eruel than 
men, their advice is always not to ſpare if we are purſued 
they get drunk with us, and are common to us all; and 
yet, if they can bet any thing by it, are ſure to be- our be- 
ayers, 

Now, as I art a dying man, ſomething. I have done which 
may be of good uſe to the public. * have left wich an 
koneſt man, (and indeed the only honeſt man l was ever 
aqquainted with), the names of all my wicked brethren, 
the preſent places of their abode, with a ſhort account of 
the chief erimes they have committed; in many of which 
have been their accomphiece, and heard the reſt from their 
own mouths; Flave likewiſe ſer down the names of thoſe 
we call uur ſetters, of the wicked houſes we frequent, and 
of thoſe who receive and buy our ſtolen goods, I have 
ſolemnly charged this honeſt man, and have received his 
promiſe upon oath, that whenever he hears of any rogue 
to be tried for robbing, or houſe-breaking, he will look 
into his Jiſt, and if he finds the name there of the thief 


concerned, to ſend the whole paper to the government. 
Ol this I here give my eompanĩons fair and pablic warning, 

and hope they will take it. 
Ins. the paper above mentioned, Which 1 left with my 
friend, I have alſo ſet: dows the names of feveral gentle- 
men who have beed robbed in Dubli ſires for three 
years paſt : I have told the circumſtances of thoſe rob- 
beries; and ſhewn plainly. that nothing but the want of 
common courage was the cauſe of their misfortune, I have 
therefore deſired my friend, that. whenever any gentleman 
happens to be robbed in the ſtreets, he will get that rela- 
tion printed and publiſhed. with the firſt letters of thoſe 

ntlemens names, who by their own want of bravery are 

kely to be the cauſe of albthe miſchief of that kind which 

may happen for the future. | 

I cannot leave the world without a ſhort deſcription: of 
that kind of life, which I have led for fome years paſt ; 
and is exactly the ſame with the reſt of our wicked bre- 


Alchough we are generally ſo corrupted * our child 


hood, as to have no ſenſe of goodneſs; yet ſomething 
| heary 
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heavy always hangs about us, I know not what it is, that 
we are never eaſy till we are half-drank among our whores 
and companions ; nor ſleep ſound, unleſs we drink longer 
than we can ſtand, If we go abroad in the day, a wiſe 
man would eaſily find us to be rogues by our faces, we 
have ſuch a ſuſpicious, fearful, and conſtrained counte- 
nance ; often turning back, and linking through narrow 
lanes and alleys. I have never failed of knowing a bro- 
ther-thief by his looks, though I never ſaw him before. 
Every man among us keeps his particular whore, who is 
however common to us all, when we have a mind to 
change. When we have got a booty, if it be in money, 
we divide it equally among our companions, and ſoon 
ſquander it away on our vices in thoſe houſes that receive 
us ; for the maſter and miſtreſs, and the very tapſter, go 
ſnacks; and beſides make us pay triple reckonings, If 
our plunder be plate, watches, rings, ſnuff-boxes, and 
the like; we have cuſtomers in all quarters of the town to 
take them off, I have ſeen a tankard worth fifteen pounds 
ſold to a fellow in ſtreet for twenty ſhillings ; and 
a gold watch for thirty. I have ſet down his name, and 
that of ſeveral others in the paper already mentioned, 
We have ſetters watching in corners, and by dead walls, 
to give us notice when a gentleman goes by; eſpecially if 
he be any thing in drink. I believe in my conſcience, 
that if an account were made of a thouſand pounds in ſtolen. 
goods; conſidering the low rates we fell them at, the bribes 
we mult give for concealment, the extortions of alehouſe - 
reckonings, and other neceſſary charges, there would not 
remain fifty pounds clear to be divided among the robbers, 
And out of this we muſt find cloaths for our whores, be- 
ſides treating them from morning to night; who in requital 
reward us with nothing but treachery and the pox, For 
when our money is gone, they are every moment threatening 
to inform againſt us, if we will not go out and look for 
more. If any thing in this world be like hell, as 1 have 
heard it deſcribed by our clergy, the trueſt picture of it muſt 
be in the backroom of one of our alehouſes at midnight; 
where a crew of robbers and their whores are met toge- 
ther” after a booty, and are beginning to grow drunk ; 
from which time, until they are paſt their ſenſes, is ſuch 
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a continued horrible noiſe of curſing, blaſphemy, lewd- 
neſa, ſcurrility, and brutiſh behaviour, ſuch roaring and 
confuſion, ſuch a clutter of mugs and pots at each other's 
heads; that bedlam, in compariſon, is a ſober and or- 
derly place. At laſt they all tumble from their ſtools 
and benclies, and ſleep away the reſt of the night; and 
generally the landlord or his wife, or fome other whore 
who has a ſtronger head than the reſt, picks their pockets 
before they wake. The misfortune is, that we can never 
be eaſy till we are drunk; and our drunkenneſs conſtantly 
expoſes us to be more eaſily betrayed and taken. 

This is a ſhort picture of the life I have led; which 
is more miſerable than that of the pooreſt labourer who 
works for four pence a-day; and yet cuſtom is ſo ſtrong, 
that I am confident, if I could make my eſcape at the foot 
of the gallows, I ſhould be following the ſame courſe this 
very evening. So that, upon the whole, we ought to be 
looked upon as the common enemies of mankind ; whoſe 
intereſt it is to root us out like wolves and yy miſchievous 
vermin, againſt which no fair phy is required, 

If I have done fervice to ite in what E have ſaid, k 
ſhall hope I have done ſervice to God; and that wilb be 
better than a filly fpeech made for me, full of whining 
and eanting, which T urterly deſpiſe, and have never been 
uſed to; yet fach a one I expect to have my eass tor- 
mented with, as Þ am paſſing along the ſtreets. | 

Good people, fare ye well; bad as I am, b leave many 
worfe behind me. I hope you ſhalt fee me die like a man 
the death of a dog. 
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Ir may be faid, without offence to other cities of 
1 much greater conſequence to the world, that our town 
of Dublin doth not want its due proportion of /o/ly and 


vice both native and »mported ; and as to thoſe imported. 


we have the advantage. to receive: them laſt, and conſe- 


* The Intelligenzcr was a weekly paper undertaken by the Dean 
and Dr Sheridan in 1728, of which no more than twenty numbers 
were ever publiſhed. The if, zd, 5th, 7th, th, ſome venſes im 
the 8th, and at the end of the roth, the 1th, and the roth, were 
written by the Dean. The th and 7h are put together and. 
printed as they were publiſhed by Mr Pope in the 4th volume of 
their mifcettanies,. unden the-title of Ars Ae onibe fates of clergy- 
men, vol. 7. p. 189. The poetry in the 8th, is the dialogue be- 
tween mad: Mullinia and I imothy, whichis printed, as it was alſo 
claſſed by Mr Pope, in vob. 6. p. 193. The 9th he intitied An 
eſc en modern education, and by that name it will be found in 
vol. 7. p. 197. The verſes at the end of the ioth, called Tim and 
the Fables, are printed in vol. 7. p. 66. The 15th is a pamphlet 
which Dr Sheridan, having written a ſhort introduttion to, took in- 
to the Intelligencer, merely to fave the labour of writing a paper. 
It is printed in volume 3. and Mmtitled, 4 for? view of the flute of 
Ireland. No 19. is alſo a tract which has been before publiſhed 
by:irfelf, and was taken into the Intelige mr for the ſame reaſon 
at the former. The Dean and the Doctor ſoon beeame weary of 
a periodical work, in which they were diſappointed of afliſtance : 
the price was but one halfpenny; and ſo few were ſold, that the 
printer could not afford to engage a young man of propes qualifi> 
_ cations to work up ſuch hints as ſhould be ſent him; of which 

there were enough, and which the undertakers hoped thus to 
communicate, with leſs labour to the public. The Intelligencers 
were collected into a volume, and reprinted in England in +730. 


See letter 62. yot. 8. p. 143. 144. G 
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quently, after our happy manner, to improve and refine 


upon them. 


But, becauſe there are many effects of folly and vice 
among us, whereof ſome are general, others confined to 
ſmaller numbers, and others again perhaps to a few indi- 
viduals ; there is a ſociety lately eſtabliſhed, who at great 
expenſe have erected an office of intelligence, from which 
they are to receive weekly information of all important 
events and ſingularities, which this famous metropolis can 
furniſh, Strict injunctions are given to have the trueſt 
information; in order to which, certain qualified perſons 
are employed to attend upon duty in-their ſeveral poſts; 
ſome at the play-houſe, others in churches, ſome at balls, 
aſſemblies, coffeehouſes, and meetings for quadrille ; ſome. 
at the ſeveral courts of juftice, both ſpiritual and tempo» 
ral; ſome at the college, ſome upon my lord mayor and 
aldermen in their public affairs; laſtly, ſome to converſe 
with favourite chambermaids, and to frequent thoſe ale- 
bouſes, and brandy-ſhops where the footmen of great fa- 

ies meet in a morning; only the * barracks and parlia- 
ment-houſe are excepted ; becauſe we have yet found no 
enfans perdus f bold enough to venture their perſons at 
either. Out of theſe and ſome other forehouſes, we 
hope to gather materials enough to inform, or divert, or 
correct, or vex the town. | 

But as fads, paſſages, and 8 of all kinds are 
like to have the greateſt ſhare in our paper, whereof we 
cannot always anſwer for the truth; due care ſhall be 
taken to have them applied to feigned names, whereby 
all juſt offence will be removed; for if none be guilty, 
none will have cauſe -to bluſh or be angry; if otherwiſe, 
then the guilty perſon is ſafe for the future upon his pre- 
ſent amendment, and ſafe for the preſent 2 15 al bur * 
own conſcience. 

There is another reſolution taken among us, which 1 6 
fear will give a greater and more general diſcontent, and is 
of ſo ſingular a nature, that 1 have hardly confidence e- 


* Barracks, buildings for the lodgment of ſoldiers. 
+ Enfans perdus, forlorn hope. See preface to the Biſhop of 
Sarum's introduction, vol. 7. p. 215. 
; nough 
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nough to mention it, although it be abſalutely neceſfary dy 
way of apology for /o beld and unpepular an attempt. 
But ſo it is, that 5 have taken a deſperate counſel to 
produce into the world every diſtinguiſhed action either of 
juſtice, prudence, genereſity, charity, friendſhip, or pu- 

blic ſpirit, which comes well atteſted to us. And although 

we ſhall neither here be fo daring as to aſſign names, yer 

we ſhall hardly forbear-ta give ſome hints, that perhaps, 

to the great deſpleaſure of ſuch deſerving; perſons, may en- 

danger a diſcovery, For we think that even virtue itſelf” 
ſhould ſubmit to Mn a mortification, as by its. viſibility | 
and example will render it more uſeful to the world. Bur 
however, the readers of theſe papers: need not be in pats 
of being overcharged with ſo dull and ungrateſul a ſub _— 
And yet who knows, but ſuch an.occafion may be offered 
to us once in a year or two, after we have ſettled a cor- 
reſpondence round the 4 

But after all our boaſts of . ſent us by our ſe- 
veral emi//aries, we may probably ſoon. fall ſhort, if the 
town will not be pleaſed to lend us further aſſiſtance to- 
wards entertaining File. The unrld beſt knous its n 
fautts and virtues, and whatever is ſent ſhall be faithfully 
returned back, only a little embelliſhed according to the 
cuſtom of auTrwors. We do therefore demand and 
exper? continual advertiſements in great numbers to be 
ſent to the ynINTER of this paper, who hath employed 
A judicious ſecretary to collect fuch as may de molt uſeful 

for the public. 

And atthough we do not intend to expoſe our own per- 
ſons by memioning names, yet we are ſo far from requi- 
ring the ſame caution in our correſpondents, that, on the 
contrary, we expreſsly charge and command them, ia all 
the facts they ſend us, to ſet down the names, titles, an 
places of abode at length; together with a very particu - 
lar deſcription of the perſons, dreſſer, diſpofitions of the 
ſeveral lords, ladies, 'ſquirer, madams, lawyers, game- 


err, toupees, fots, wits, rakes, and informers, whom 
they ſhall have occaſion to mention ; otherwiſe it will not: 
be poſſible for us to adjuſt our tyle to the different: qua- 
lities and capacities of the perſons concerned, and treat 


them with the reſpec or familiarity, that may be _ to 
eie 


— 
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their lation and characters, which we are determined to 
obſerve with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs, that none may have 
cauſe to complain, 1 | 


NUMBER in. 


bye per omnes 


"ie perſonar, et turbam reddgg iu unan. 


＋* players having now almoſWone with the co- 
medy called the Beggar's Opera for the ſeaſon; it 
may be no unpleaſant ſpeculation, to reflect a little upon 
this dramatic piece, ſo ſingular in the ſubje& and manner, 
ſo much an original, and which hath frequently giyen ſo 
very agreeable an entertainment *, 
Although an evil taſte be very apt to prevail, both here 
and in London ; yet there 1s a point, which whoever can 
rightly touch. will never fail of pleaſing a very great ma- 
jority ; : ſo great, that the diſlikers, out of dulneſs or affec- 
tation, will be ſilent, and forced to fall in with the herd: 
the point I mean, is what we call humour; which in its 
perfection is allowed to be much preferable to wit; if 
it be not rather the moſt uſeful er ſpecies of it, 
I agree with Sir Wilkam Temple, that the word is pe- 
culiar to our Engliſh fongue; but I differ from him in the 
opinion, that the thing iſelf is peculiar. to the Engliſh 
2 becauſe the contrary may be found in many Spa: 
niſh, Italian, and French productions: and particularly, 
whoever hath a Za/te for true humour will find an hun- 
dred inſtances of it in thoſe volumes printed in France under 
the name of Le Theatre Htalien ; to ſay nothing of Rabe- 
lais, Cervantes, and many others. 
Now, I take the comedy or farce (or whatever name 
the critics will allow it) called the Beggar's Opera to ex- 
cel in this article of humour; and upon that merit to 


have met with ſuch prodigious ſucceſs, both bere and j in 


Eogland. 
As to poetry, eloquence, and .muſi 5c, which are faid to 


*® See haters to and from Dr Swift, vol. 8. 


have 
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have moſt power over the minds of men; it is certain that 
very few have a ta/te or judgment of the excellencies of 
the two former ; and if a man ſucceed in either, it is up- 
on the authority of thoſe few judges, that lend their ta/te 
to the bulk of readers, who have none of their own. 1 
am told there are as few good judges in mu/ic; and that 
among thoſe who croud the operas, nine in ten go thither 
merely out of cur#o/ity, faſhion, or affectation. | 
But a taſte for humour is in ſome manner fixed to the 
very nature of man, and generally obvious to the vulgar, 
except upon ſubjects too refined, and ſuperior to their un- 
derſtanding. 1 | 

And as this ta/te of humour is purely natural, ſo is 
tumour itſelf; neither is it a talent confined to men of 
wit or learning; for we obſerve it ſometimes among 
common ſervants, and the meaneſt of the people, while 
= very owners are often ignorant of the gift they poſ- 

els. | | 

I know very well, that this happy falent is contemp- 
tibly treated by critics under the name of /aw humour, 
or /ow comedy: but I know likewiſe that the Spamards 
and Italians, who are allowed to have the moſt wit of 
any nations in Europe, do moſt excel in it, and do moſt 
elteem it. | 

By what diſpoſition of the mind, what influence of the 
ſtars, or what ſituation of the climate, this endowment is 
be{towed upon mankind, may be a queſtion fit for philoſo- 
phers to diſcuſs. It is certainly the beſt ingredient to- 
wards that kind of ſatire, which is molt uſeful, and gives 
the leaſt offence; which, inſtead of laſhing, laughs men 
out of their follies and vices z and is the character that 
gives Horace the preference to Juvenal. 

And although ſome things are too ſerious, ſolemn, or 
ſacred to be turned into ridicule, yet the abuſes of them 
are certainly not ; fince it is allowed that corruptions in 
religion, politics, and law, may be proper topics for this 
kind of ſatire. 

There are two ends that men propoſe in writing ſa- 
tire: one of them leſs noble than the other, as regarding 
nothing further than the private ſatis faction and pleaſure 
of the writer; but without any view towards 2 

; malice : 
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malice : the other is a public ſpirit, prompting men of 
geniur and virtue to mend the world as far as they ate able, 
And as both theſe ends are innocent, ſo the latter is high · 


Iy commendable, With regard to the former 1 demand, 
whether I have not as gdod a title to laugh as men have to 


be ridiculous; and to expoſe vice, as another hath to be 
vitzous, If 1 ridicule the follies and corruptions of a court, 
a miniſtry, or a fenate, are they not amply paid by pen- 
Fons, | titles, and power, white I expect and deſire no o- 


ther reward, than that of laughing with a few friends in a 


corner? yet if thoſe who take offence, think me in the 
wrong, I am ready to change the ſcene with them when- 
ever they pleaſe. 

But it my deſign be to make mankind better, then ! 
think it is L at leaſt, I am ſure it is the intereſt 
of thoſe very courts and miniſters, whoſe follies or vices 
I ridicule, to reward me for my good intentions: for if 
it be reckoned a high point of wiſdom to get the laughers 
on our fide, it is much more eaſy,” as well as wiſe, to get 
f—_— our ſide, vo can make millions laugh when they 
My reaſon for mentioning courts and winters, ( whom 
1 never think on but with the meſt profound veneration , 
is, becauſe an opinion obrains, that in the Beggar's Opera 
there appears to be ſome reflection upon courtiers and 
flatefmen, whereof I am by no means a judge. 

It is true indeed, that Mr Ga x, the author of this pi 
hath been fomewhar ſingular in the courſe of bis from; 


for it hath happened, that after fourteen years attending 


the court, with a large ſtock of real merit, a modeſt and 


agreeable converfarion, a hundred promiſes, and five bun- 


dred friends, he hath failed of preferment; and upon a 
very weighty reaſon. He lay under the ſuſpicion of having 
written a libel or lampoon againſt a great miniſter . It 
is true, that great miniſter was demonſtratively convinced, 
and publicly owned his conviction, that Mr GA was not 
the author; but having lain under the ſuſpicion, it ſeemed 
very juſt that he flrould ſuffer the puniſhment ; becauſe 
in chis wort reformed age, the virtues of a prime minifter 


- = Sir Robert Wilpete, ' afterwards Erbhof Orford. 


N-3 THE INTELLIGENCER. 365 


are no more to be ſuſpected, than the chaſtity of Cæſar's 
wife. | | ? 
It muſt be allowed, that the Beggar's Opera is not the 
firſt of Mr Gay's works, wherein he hath been faulty with 
regard to courtierr and ſtateſinen. For to omit his other 
pieces; even in his fables, publiſhed within two years paſt, 
and dedicated to the Duke of CUumBerL and, for which 
he was -promiſed a reward, he hath been thought ſome- 
what too bold upon the courtiers, And although it be 
highly probable he meant only the-courtiers of former times, 
yet he ated unwarily, by not conſidering, that the maligni- 
ty of ſome people might miſinterpret what he ſaid to the 
diſadvantage of preſent peromt and affairs. 

But I have now done with Mr Gay as a politician ; and 
ſhall confider him henceforward only as author of the 
Beggar's Opera, wherein he hath; by a turn of humonr,en- 
tirely new, placed 'vices of all kinds.i in the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt odious light; and thereby done eminent ſervice both 
to religion and morality. This appears from the unparal- 
lelled ſucceſs he hath wet With. All ranks, parties, add 
denominations of men either crouding to ſee his opera, or 
_ reading it with/delight i in their cloſets; even miniſters of 
{tate, WH hel is thought to have moſt offended, (next to 
thoſe whom the actors repreſent), appearing frequently at 
the theatre, from a conſciouſnefſs of their own innocence, 

and to convince the world how unjuſt a parallel malice, 
*. and diſaffetion to the goverment have made. 

I am aſſured that ſeveral worthy elergymen in this city 
went privately to ſee the Beggar's Opera repreſented; andi 
that the fe coxcombs in the pit amuſed themſelves 
with 1 — and ſpreading We names of thoſe 
gentlemen round the audience. 

I ſhall not pretend to vindicate a clergyman who would 
appear openly in his habit at a fheatre with ſuch a vi- 
tious crew. as might probably ſtand round him, at ſuch c9- 
medics and profane 1raprdier as are often repreſented. 

- Beſides, I k very well, that perſons of their function 
are bound to avoid the appearance of evil, or of piving 
cauſe of offence. But when the Lords Chancettons; who 
are keepers of the King's conſcience ; when the judges of 
the land, whoſe title is reverend; when ladies, who are 

Vor. III. H h bound 
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bound by the rules of their ſex to the ſtricteſt decency, 
appear in the theatre without cenſure ; I cannot under- 
ſtand, why a young clergyman, who comes concealed out 
of curioſity to ſee an innocent and moral play, ſhould be 
ſo highly condemned: nor do I much approye the rigour 
of a great prelate, who ſaid, he boped none of his clergy avere 
there. I am glad to hear there are no weightier objections 
againſt that reyerend body planted in this city, and I wiſh 
there never may. But 1 ſhould be very ſorry that any of 
them ſhould, be ſo weak, as to imitate. a court-chaplain 
in ENGLAND, who preached againſt the Beggar's Opera, 
which will probably do more good, than a thouſand ſer- 
mons of ſo ſtupid, fo judicious, and ſo proſtitute a di- 
vine k. 

In this happy performance of Mr Gar's all the ha 
ters are juſt, and none of them carried beyond nature, or 
hardly beyond practice. It diſcovers the whole ſyſtem of 
that commonwealth, or that imperium in imperio of ini- 
quity eſtabliſhed among us, by which neither, our lives or 
our properties are ſecure, either in the highways, or in 
public aſſemblies, or even in our own houſes, . It ſhews the 
miſerable lives, and the-conſtant fate of thoſe abandoned 
wretches : for how little they ſell their lives and ſouls ; 
betrayed by their awhores, their comrades, and the recei- 
vert and purchaſers of thoſe thefts and robberies. This 
Taomed) contains likewiſe a ſatire, which, without inqui- 
ring whether it affects the preſent age, may poſſibly be uſe- 
ſiul in times to come. I mean; where the author takes the 

b of comparing thoſe common robbers of. the public, 
and their ſeveral ſtratagems of | betraying, . undermining, 
and banging each other, to the ſeveral arts of politicians 
in times of corruption. | 

This camedy likewiſe expoſeth, with great juſtice, -that 
3 taſte for Italian muſic among us, which is whol- 
ly unſuitable to our northern climate and the genius of the 
K 1, whereby we are over · run with the Italian efemina- 
. 22 Hap: nonſenſe, An old gentleman aalen io me, 
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N Dy Aba! "FAY ins to the ſociety at L incoly's im, 
afterwards Biſnop of Bangor, after ot e e of York, 
560 now Archbiſhop uf Canterbury. 2 
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that many years ago, when the practice of an unnatural 
vice grew frequent in London, and many were proſecuted 
for it, he was ſure it would be the forerunner of Italian 
operas and ſingers; and then we ſhould want nothing but 
_ or poiſoning, to make us perfect Italians. © - 
| the whole, I deliver my judgment, that nothing 
tar! ervile attachment to a party, affectation of ſingulari- 
ty, lamentable dulneſs) miſtaken zeal, or ſtudied by- 
pocriſy, can have the leaſt reaſonable ôbjection agaiuſt 
this excellent moral eee port on the e * 
Gar. T2 ; 2894 
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4 i, cry out in the night; ; in, the TORE of the- 
*. qvatches. pour out thine. heart like water before 1 face 
of the Lord; lift up hy; band. "towards | Mint, for | the 
life of thy young uren that ſaint or "I" in the 
Sa Kats? MN ly Ned a 
Pear to have may S "ae an ode Fe 
Pindar writ in honour of the iſland Delos, was in- 
ſcribed. in the temple of Minerva at Athens, in large letters 
of gold. A public and ay landable acknowledgment 
for the. poet's. ingenuity, and for no more than a bare com- 
pliment ! Such was the encouragement given, by, the great 
and. public-ſpirued Athenians, Had the et, inſpi- 
red by a noble and heroic ardour, by another ode awake - 
- and rouſed their whole ſtate againſt an invading enemy, 
or opened their eyes againſt any ſecret and wicked contri - 
= of their deſtruction, they would have etected him a 
ſtatue at leaſt, But, alas ! that ſpirit is fled from the 
world, and long ſince peglected. Virtue is become her 
- own paymaſter. My countrymen, I hope, will forgive me, 
if I een chere has been fo little natieæ taken of. 


| ee dene 9.399 in the notes. 71 
tor! 3 bail, 
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finall, but moſt excelleat pamphlet, written by the Da a» 


PIER, It is imtitled, A SHOKT VIEW/OF THE STATE 


or IRELAND [above, p. 168.]; There never was any 
treatiſe yet publiſhed, with a Zeal more generous for the 


univerſal good of a nation, or a deſign more ſeaſonable, 


-codfidering our preſent lamentable condition: yet we liſten 


not to the voice of the charmer. Whereas it ſhould have 


been inſctibed in capital letters, (as glorious as - thoſe of 
'the poet), in the moſt public: part of-erery; corparation- 
town through this whole kingdom, that people might be- 
hold the ſeveral unprovoked cauſes of their poverty, our 


offences towards heaven excepted. Nay, I will proceed 
farther, and ſay, that every head of every family ought 
to inſtru his children fo far in this moſt incomparable 
pampblet, that they fhould not only underſtand, but be a- 
ble to repeat by heart eyery, ſingle paragraph through the 
whole. This was the method laid down by the viſeſt 


lawgiver that ever the world produced, to Sein: the hearts 


ol the people, by working upon their memories: Deut. vi. 


7. 8. 9. And. 155 halt teach them ili igently unto thy 


. children, aud Spalt talk ef. them when thou eu fret in thine 


Aae, and when thou walleſ by the when thou 
lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up. 41 thou ſhalt bihd- 
them for a /ign' upon thine hand, and they ſhall be as 


{ron tlets betapeen thine eyes. e thes ſhalt write © him 


upon the pit of thy bouſe, and on thy gates. 
And where would be the great trouble, ice we have 


"Ettle elfe to do, if ety man would read a lecture of the 
& 


hott view every "day in in 


is family, after reading prayers ? 
Nor do 1- think the *expenfe would be extravagant, if he 


ſhould have every p 2 1. epfiht h to be hung up in 
frames in every Oc to of ; chat it might VB 


evident as the hand-awritin ng on the of 


And finceT have ventured thus far to praife and recom- 


mend this moſt inimitable Fr let me ſpeak a few words 


* 


ia favour of its Aurnoxk. 

1 would ptopoſe to my countrymen before all er s- 
"ney goes off, (ir is gaing as falt as Ns to convert it 
into à few ſtatdes to the DIAT IE rn thoſe memorable parts 
of this kingdom, where our heroes haveſhone with the great- 


eſt luſtre i in defence of our Wherry, and the PRO ESTAN 
RELIGION 
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RELIGLHON over all Europe; at DERRY, at ENN18K1L >” 
LEN, at BoyNE, at AUGHRIM, Nor would it be amiſs 
to ſet up a few more about our METROPOLIS, With that 
glorious. inſcription, LIBERTAS ET NATALE SOLUM. 
If our money were metamorphoſed upon ſuch a good 
occaſion as this, it would not be in the power of any Cyp- 
ſelus , to get it into his own coffers; and. it would be | 
the only method to prevent its being carried. off, except our 
viceroys ſhould act like the Roman prefects, and run away 
with our very ſtatues. " TY 
Courteous reader, mark well what follows. 
l am aſſured, that it hath for ſome time been'practi> 
ſed, ©c, [Here the, ert view, of the. flate of 
land, above, p. 168. was inſerted verbatim], 
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| IR. B. In the following diſcourſe the author perſonates a c 
try-gentleman, in the north of ireland. And this letter Is. ſuppo- - 
ſed as diretedtg the Prapier. 1 Ban 
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T JAviog, on the 12th of ORober laſt, received & let» - 
ter, ſigned AxnvzxeEw DEALER, and Parkiex 
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PEXNYLESS, I believe the following paper, juſt come to 


: LF 


e 


. , ; 8.1 R * | | ”- 4 on - . 2 | | 
AM -a country«gentleman; and a member of parti» - 


ment, with an eſtate of about 1400 J. a- year; which, 


as a northern landlord, 1 receive from above two hundred 
tenants: and. my lands having been let. near. twenty 


Cypſelus, 2 governor of Corinth who contrived u tax which 
brought all the money of that ſtate ta himſeif in ten years time. 

Aist. Polit. ; & | | | : — 
2 | Hh. 33 
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00 ago, the rents, until very lately, were eſteemed to 
be not above half value; yet, by the ibtolerable ſcarcity 
of Aver, 1 lie under the greateſt diffieulties in receiving 
them, as well as in paying my labourers, or buying any 
thing neceſſary for my family from tradeſmen, who are 
not able to belong out of their Money. But the ſufferings 
of mie, and thoſe of my rank, are triſles in — 
of what the -meater fort undergo; ſuch as the buyers-and 
fellett at fait and markets ©; the ſpeplecprrs in every 
town ; the farmers in general; all thoſe who travel with 
4155 poultry, pedlary- aware, and other conveniencies to 
fell: but more eſpecially handicra/t/men; who work for 
us by the day; and common labourers, | whom I have al- 
ready mentioned. Both theſe kind of people I am for- 
ced to employ until their wages amount to a double piſtole, 
or a mordoxe, (for we hardly have any gold of lower va- 
lae left us), to divide it among themſelves as they can: and 
this is generally done at an alebouſe or brandy/hop ; where, 
beſides the coſt of getting drunk, (which is uſually the 
caſe), they muſt pay ten pente or a billing for chan- 
ging their piece into /elver to ſome huck/tering fellow, who: 
follows that trade. But, what is infinitely worſe, thoſe 
. poor men, for want of due payment, are forced tb take up 
"their catmeal and other neceffaries of life at almoſt double 
value; and conſequently are not able to diſcharge half 
their ſcore, eſpecially under the ſcarceneſs of corn for two 


Nin patt,. and the melancholy. diſappointment of the pre- 


ent r ad Wa! ff $4 ny 11-1 
NEE bee cauſes of this, and a thouſagd other evils, are 
 elear and manifeſt to you and all tkinking men, although: 
hidden from the vulgar. Theſe indeed complain of hard 
times, the dearth of corn, the want of money, the bad-- 
neſs of feaſons; that their goods bear no priee, and the 
poor cannos find work; but their weak reaſonings never 
carry them to the hatred and eontempt borne us by our 
neighbouts and hrethren, withbut the leaſt grounds of pro- 
vocation, who bejolee at our ſuſſe rings, akhough ſome · 
times to their own diſadvantage. They conſider not the 
dead weight upon every beneficial branch of our ade; 
that half our revenues are annually ſent to England; with 
many other grievances pecular to this unhappy kingdom ; 
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| which keeps us from enjoying me common ; benefits; of 
mankind ;» as you and ſome other lovers! of their country 
have fo often obſerved with ſuch good inclinations, ad. 
fo little effect. | 
1m is true indeed, wan: aader ace n 0 io. 82 · 
neral this complaint ſon the wan of luer may appear as 
"ridiculous, as for a man ta be impatient about a — 
n and yet a poor fellow 
going to the gallows may ed * the ſmart of 
_ e - This mis fortune 
urging, and vexatinus — of ſmall traflic,. 
— fo bourly preſſing upon all-perſons in the country what- 
ſoe ver, that a hundred inconveniencies of perhaps greater 
moment in themſelves have been tamely ſubmitted to with» 
far leſs diſquietude and murmars. And che caſe ſeems 
. yertthe harder, if iv be true, what many ſuilſul men aſſert, 
. that nothing is more eaſy than a remedy; and that the 
want of favor, in proportion to the tile geld remaining. 
among us, is altogether as „ 25 it is inconve- 
nient. A perſon of diflingion aſſured me very lately; 
that, in diſcourſing with the Land Lieutenant * before his- 
. aſt return to England, his Freellency ſaid, He bad pref- 
ed the matter often, in proper time and place, and to pro- 
per perfons; and could not ſee am difficulty: of the leaſt 
moment, that Cy us: from: being e jor: | 
' this article. | 
Whoever carries to England ewemy-feven Eogliſh ſhits 
lings, and brings back one moidors of full weight; is a gain- 
er of nine pence Iriſh : in a guinea; the advantage is three · 
pence; and two pence in a pcie. The Bankers, who- 
are generally maſters of all our gold and flyer with this 
advantage, have ſent over as much of the latter, a8 came 
into their bands. The value of one thouſand moidores in 
filver would thus amount in clear. proſit to 37 J. 105. 
The ſhophecpers, and other traders, who go to Londos to 
buy goods, followed the ſame practiee; by which we ln: 
been driven into this infuppor table diſtreſa. 
To a common thinker it- ſhould: ſeem, that ative 
| would be more eaſy, than: for the | government to redreſs. 


The Lord Carteret, this 


- 
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this evil, at any time they ſhall pleaſe. When the value 
of gwincar was lowered in England from 217. and 6 d. 
to only 21 f. the conſequences: to this kingdom were ob- 
vious, and manifeſt to us . and a ſober man may be al- 
lowed at leaſt to wonder, although he date not complain, 
-why a new regulation of voin among us was not then: made 
much more, why it hath never been ſince; - It would 
. farely require no very e fkill"m.-algebra to reduce 
the difference of nine pence-in thirty: ſhillings, or three 
pence ina guinea to leſs than a farihing; and fo ſmall a 
fraction could be no temptation either to ners, to ha- 
zard their. ver at ſea, or tradeſmen = load themſelves . 
"with it in their journeys to England. In my humble opi- 
nion, it would be no unſeaſonable dence, if the 
government would graciouſly pleaſe: to ſignify to the poor 
leyal Proteſtant ſuhfecti of Ireland, either that this miſer - 
able want of ſilver is not poſſible) to be remedied in any 
degree by. the niceſt ſkill in arithmetic; . or elſe, thatvir 
doth not ſtand with the good pleaſure of England, to ſuf - 
fer any ſlver at all among us, In the former caſe, it 
vVould be madneſs to expect impoſſibilities; and in the o- 
ther, we muſt ſubmit : for lives and. 3 810 : 
the — of the CONQUEROR». . | 
he queſtion: hath been often put in e W by 
Gel DaaArrEx and others, or perhaps by the ſame wWAITER 
under different ſtyles, why this kingdom ſhould not be 
permitted to have a mint of iis own for the coinage of 
= Silver, and copper 5 which is a power . exercifediby 
many hiſbops, and every petty prince in Germany? But 
this queſtion hath never been an{wereds nor the leaſt appli- 
cation, that I have heard of, made to the croun from hence 
| r the grant of a public nuint; although it ſtands upon 
record, that ſeveral cities and corporations here had abe 
liberty of coining ſilver. I can ſee no reaſons why we 
alone, of all nations, are thus reſtrained, but ſuch as, I dare 
not mention : only thus far 1 may venture, that. Ireland is 
the firſt imperial kingdom ſince Nimrod, which ever Want- | 
ed power-to coin their own money. | 
- I know. very well, that in. Eogland it is lawful for- any 
ſubject to petition either the prince or the parliament, 
Prorided. it be done in a dutiful and regular manner: op: 
— N f | Wass.. 


— 
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what is lawful for a ſubje& of Ireland, 1 profeſs I, cannot 
determine: nor will undertake, that the Printer ſhall nos 
be proſecuted in a, court of juſtice for, publiſhing my wiſb- 
es, that a poor ſhopkeeper might be able to change a gui 
nea or a moidare, when a cuſtomer comes for a'crown's 
worth:of goods. I have known leſs; crimes puniſhed wi 

the utmoſt ſeverity, under the title of diſaſfection. A 

I'cannot bat approve the wiſdom of the ancient, who, 


aſter Aſtrea had ſled from the earth, at leaſt tggk care tp 


provide three uprighi judges for: bell. Mens ears among 
us are indeed grown ſo nice, that whoever happens to 
think out of faſhion, in what relates to the welfare of this 
kingdom, dare not ſo much as complain of the foot hach, 
Je{t our weak and bufy dabblers in polizigs ſnouldl be ready 
to ſwear againſt him for diſaſectiu nm. 


There was a method practiſed hy Sir. Ambraſa FRA oof 


the great dealer in irow-aworks, which! L wonder the gen 
ilemen of our country under this great exigence have not 
thougbt ſu to ĩmitate.  In.the ſewetal towns and villages 
where: he dealt, and many miles round, he gave nales in- 
ſtead of money (from thus. pence to twenty /aillings J. 
which, paſſed current in all ſliops. and markets, — pe 


in houſes; where meat or drink was ſold 1 ſee po-reaſon 


why the lie practice may not be introduced among us wich 
ſome degree of ſucceſs ; or at leaſt may not : ſerve as a p 
expedient in this our bieſſed age paber; which, as it 
diſchargeth all our greateſt payments; may be equally uſe- 
ful in the ſmaller, and may juſt keep us alive until an Eug- 
lim ac f par lia mens ſhall fotbid it. 


I have been told, that among ſome of but paoreſt Ame . 


W colomies upan the continent, the people enjoy the 
lberty of cutting the lietle money. among them: ini0 halves 
and quarters for the conveniencies of ſmall trafhc.' How 


happy ſhould we be in compariſop of our preſent condition, 


if the like privilege were gramted to us of employing the 
ſheers, for want of a mint, upon our ſareigu go(d,: by elip- 


ping it into 44415 croauri and ſhillings, and even lower deno—- 


minations ; for peggar muſt be content to live upon ſcraps : 

and it would be our felicity, that theſe ſcraps could never 

i exported-10 other countries, EAN Rt 
. | | 
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If neither af theſe projects will avail,” I ſee nothing left 
us but to truck and barter our goods le the wi 4 Indians 
with each other, or with our too powerful neighbours; 
only wieh this diſad vantage on our ſide; that the Indians 
enjoy the product of their own land; whereas the bettet 
half of ours is ſent away, Without lo much as a recom 
penſe i in bugles or glaſt" in return. 

It muſt needs be a . comfortable tac in/ the. 
preſent. Juncture, that fonie' thouſand fümilies are gone, 

. are going, or preparing to g0 from hence and ſettle them- 
ſelves in America: the poorer ſort for want of work; the F 
farmers, whoſe beneficial bargains are now become a rack: a 
rent too hard to be borne; and thoſe who have any reach 
money, or can purchaſe any by the ſale of iheir goods or il ; 
leaſes, becauſe they find their fortunes hourly decaying, 
that their goods will bear no price, and:that-few or none 1 
have any Avcmen op buy the very neceſſaries of life, are hx | 
ſtening to follow their departed neighbours. It is true, ö 
corn among us carries a very bigh price; but it is for the f 
fame reaſon, that rats, and cats, and dead Horſer | _—_ been | 
often. bought for geld in a tawy beſieged, 8 

There is 2 et quality la tay neiyt>durdood; who | 

toenty years ago, when he was juſt come to age, being 

une xperienced and of a generous temper, let bis lands, eren 
as times went then; at a low rate to able tenants; and con- 
ſemquently by the riſe of land ſince that time looked upon 

| his eſtate to be ſet at half. value: but numbets of theſe te · 

|  nants or their deſcendents are now offering to ſell their 

| leaſes by cant *, even thoſs which were for lives, ſome of 
them renewable for ever, and ſome ſee farms, which the 
landlord himſelf hath. bought in at half the price they 
would have yielded ſeven years ago. And ſome leaſes let 
at the ſame time for lives have deen given op to him with- 
out any conſideration at all;:: 
Thies is the moſt favourable face of all does at preſent 

among eus; 1 fay, among us of the north, who are eſteem - 
ed the only thriving people of the kingdom. And how far, 
and wv" "avg e ere ae is _ 
© fore : 

Ihe vaſſ tuner: y daily carried off by our nume- 
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rous adyenturers to America, have deprived us of our gold 
in theſe parts, almoſt as much as of oH Aver. And the 
good wives who come to our honſes offer us their pieces 
of linen, upon which their whole dependence lies, for 10, 
little profit, that it can neither half-pay their rents, nor. 
half-ſupport their families. 6 1 el d: £3 

It is remarkable, that this enthuſiaſm ſpread among pur, 
northern people, of ſheltering themſelves in the. continent 
of America, hath no other foundation than their preſent 
inſupportable condition at home. I have made all poſhble 
inquiries to learn what encouragement our peqple have met 
with, by any intelligence from thoſe plantations, ſufficient 
to make them undertake;ſo;tedious and hazardous a voyage, 
in all ſeaſons of the year, and ſo ill accommodated in their 
| ſhips, that many of them have died ren in their paſ+ 

ſage, but could never get one ſatisfactory anſwer, Some; 
body, they know not who, had written a letter to- his 
friend or couſin from thence, inviting him by all means to 
come over; that it was a fine fruitful country, and to be 
held for ever at a penny an acre. But the truth of the fact 
is this: The Engliſh eſtabliſned in thoſe colonies are in great 
want of men to inhabit that tract of ground, which lies 
between them and the 9vi/d Indians, who are not reduced 
under their dominion. We read of ſome barbarous people, 


* whom the Romans placed in their army for no other ſervice * 


than to blunt their enemies ſwords, and afterwards to fill 
up trenches with their dead bodies. And thus our people, 
who tranſport themſelyes, are ſettled in thoſe interjacent 
tracts, as, a.ſcreen, againſt the inſults of the /avages; and 
may have as much. lands as they can clear from the woods 
at a very reaſonable rate, if they can afford to pay about a 
hundred years purchaſe, by their labour, Now, beſides the 
fox's os *, which inclines all thoſe who have already 
ventured thither to repreſent. every thing in a falſe light, as 
well for juſtifying their own conduct, as for; getting com- 
panions in their miſery, the governing people in thoſe plan- 
rations have alſo. wiſely proyided, that no letters ſhall be 
ſuffered, to paſs from thence hither without being firſt 
viewed by the council; by which our people here are 
* The fox who, having loft his tail, would have perſuaded 
the reſt to cut off theirs. ein 
n. | wholly 
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holly Seteived in the opinie ions they hape of the happy 


2H 2 of \thetr: elde gone before them. This was 
pts Ade ſomde months ago by an honeft man, 


ported kümfelf and family thither, and 
y contrary to his hoje, bad the lack 


to convey private note by a farchful hand to bis relation 


Bere, intrenfing hidi vot to think of fuch a voyage, and to 
Aiſcourage-all His frech Tro attempting it. Fe 


Although it be 2 trüth wen Kopwn, bath produced very 


little effect; ten ds 1 manger of wonder ; for as it it 
patural 5. e ie ro't tn often, although with: 
e of hen he ts purſped, toJedp dow 


to the e of relief, 28 it rip: ever o LY 
viſionary: WT 20 e 331 

ſcrve, chat 1 have Acpertch . 
gan with, and ny the EE 
mipal che lealt deb aint hath 
chunt, hodweve er Teafonable: 7 1 15 intend 


it may never, at leaft 5 
nutndoes 45 1 Tale; 2 lg we, Wi {nd 125 8 


a chot for a man to roar” andér an atote fit of the gout ;. 
_ which, 'befides the loſsand the danger, would be very in. 


od with th& 


4 7. 
Heese 


ebivenient'ts ode © of wy age, {© feverely 


1 wiſh your! Y 5 othife you l 
an en eo 15 Yo t 1 0 


view either to reputation or Perhaps your 15 
58, that none but villains Eto: of ek country 
can be Four enemiet. Upon which. 1 hape lite to fay, ha- 


ing not the honour to be acquaimed with many of that 


ted” 0 12102 fer retired” we W 

yy [> a 5 go Q 6 0 815 7M 7 8. 7 1 os 

12 3 AW wp e Eh 
- uy Hunte Point, : 

: A. North, 
1 of x e bet: neunds oft9.- A S053 1 
Dec. 2. 1728, of 5 r Bo 20h 4s i hc 


i 4&4 W-+0 
* | 7 i ws | REMARKS 
. . . * * 
" | ” + * 


"fort 3-ant therefore, as yo — Lore path 1 am <ompel- : 


* 


\ 


REMARKS on Dr SwirTs TRacTs. relating te 
IRELAND. _ 


Taken from Mr Dz ax Swirr's EssAv. 


Theſe tracts may, for any thing I know to the contrary, be 
thought local and temporary; and perhaps for that reaſon may 
chance to be neglected by ſucceeding generations; which hap- 
pens to be the fate of almoſt all other points of hiſtory, except- 
ing thoſe only which are ſtiffly ſupported by the clamour and vi- 
rulence of contending parties, according to their ſeveral views 
and intereſts. in the commonwealth. But as. the writings of Dr 
Swift, and particularly the Dragier*s Ketters, are founded on the 
ſecure baſis of the laws of his country, and ſupported through- 
out the whole with the warmeſt zeal for liberty, they will for 
ever command the veneration of thoſe who are not unworthy to 
enjoy the bleſſings of our conſtitution. . For although it be a truth 

' ſcarce ever regarded, the ſubject matter which happens to give 
riſe to any political treatiſe whatſoever is but of little conſequence;, 
that ſpirit which is conveyed in the writings of a patriot, who is 
equally faithful to his King and country, being that alone which 
improveth our faculties, and therefore hath a claim to all the 
deepeſt of our attention, let what age or nation ſoever boaſt of 
the honour of his genius. But if the inhabitants of theſe nations, 
and particularly the people of Ireland, will continue to be like 
the deaf adder, which refuſeth to hear the voice of the charmer, 
charm he never ſo wiſely; the time may come, when, for want of 
a patriot inſpired like Dr Swift to appriſe them of their danger, 
they may be doomed to chains and ſlavery, by the contrivance of 
ſome wicked impoſtor that may lie in wait for their deſtruction. 
Conſider therefbre, ye ſons of Ireland, what hardſhips had like 
to have been inflicted upon your wife, your courageous patriot ; 
conſider what perſecutions. were ſet on foot againſt him by ſlaves 
and wretches, for no other crime but that of defending your liber- 
ties, or rather indeed for maintaining the very exiſtence of your 
country, againſt one vile inſignificant mechanic. Think not becauſe 
that evil Jay is. paſt, that in the womb of time there cannot be any 
further projects to undermine your liberties. Have ye not ſeen pre- 
tended patyiotsof late years, which have proſtituted their impious 
pens to ſerve the vileſt purpoſes? But thanksbetoGod! theirwritings 
have periſhed, and their names are univerſally pronounced with 
abhorrence, contempt, and cxecration. Read thereſore and im- 
bibe the political principles of Dr Swift; ingrave them on the 
tablet of your hearts; teach them unto your childrens children; 

and above all things remember to fix-an indelible mark of infamy - 
upon thoſe men who by their words, their actions, and other 
wicked inſinuating artifices, endeavour to ſap the vitals of your 
liberty. For be aſſured, that in the day of trial they will ap- 


Vox. III. 1i 3 prove 


— —— — —— W — pero a_ gg EY r 


We _—— — 2 — — — ” ” 


— —— — OS AA EE 


r 


378. REMARKS ON SWIFT's TRACTS. + 


prove themſelves to their maſters to be corrupted ſlaves and tra- 


tors to their country. 

- As to the piece intitled, 4 ſhort view of the ſlate of Ireland, 
written in 1727, [above, p. 168.7], T cannot but declare myſelf 
heartily ſorry, that I am forced to diſagree with Lord Orrery 
with regard to his critic on it [above, p. 175.] For ſurely among 
all the pleaſures and delights which have any reſpect unto this 
habitable world, there can be none more generous, more intel. 
lectual, and more divine, than to rejoice in the proſperity of 
our country. But alas! the miſeries of Ireland being the ef- 
fects of a thouſand cauſes, are, I am afraid, incurable. At leaſt 
all remedies but one (which is aboliſhing the uſe of gold and 
ſilver out of the whole community; a ſcheme too philoſophical, 
and perhaps too chimerical for ſo corrupted an age to reduce into 
practice) appear to be ſo exceedingly deſperate, that] verily be- 
heve it would require a legiſlator equal to the conductor of the 
Iſraelites out of the land of Egypt, to make them a rich and 
flouriſhing people, notwithſtanding the fertility of their ſoil, and 
the temperature of their climate. 

I wonder that any man could poſſibly re ſide for the greater part 

of cighteen years in Ireland, without remarking to his infinite re- 
gret, that no pcople in the Chriſtian world are ſo deſtitute of rai- 
ment, food, and all the conveniencies cf life, as the inhabitants of 
- that wretched kingdom, notwithſtanding that by God and nature it 
is perhaps the moſt favoured of any country upon earth. Of tima 
ratio,” pefſima gens, was, I remember, Dr Swift's periphraſis for 
Ireland, whenever his patriot indignation was raiſed againſt the 

abſurdity of their conduct and politics. 

In the ſhort view the Doctor enumerates fourteen cauſes of 
any country's flouriſhing and growing rich, and then examines 
what effects ariſe from theſe cauſes in Ireland. 1 am well con- 
vinced, that ſome few alterations have taken place ſince 1727. 
But whether in fact theſe alterations have at all contributed to 
the intereſt of the weal public; or whether it appears thcy have 
had the leaſt effect towards baniſhing complaining from our ſtreets, 
is at preſent one of the points to be conſidered; and the other 
is, how far the remarks of Dr Swift are equally true at this 
day as they were in 1727. 

I cannot but infiſt upon it, that Ireland, with regard to twelve 
articles out of the fourteen is juſt in the ſame condition, and 
labours under the fame diſadvantages, this prefent year 1754, as 
it did in the year 1727. 

With reſpect to the ſeventh article above, p 169. 151.] which 
concerns the improvement of land, and the encouragement of 
agriculture, nieland is by far in a worſe ſituation at preſent than 
it was in 1727, notwithſtanding many Spprananoes to the con- 
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trary. For although it be certain that great improvements, 
and particularly the fineſt roads perhaps in the world, have 
been made ſince that epech, flocks and herds have been only 
thereby multiplied. Ard although it be aſſerted by Lord Or- 
rery [above, p. 175.] that agriculture is cultivated [i. e. that 
the culture of land is cultivated] in Ireland; the greater part 
of the huſbandmen, the labourers, and the poor, have, merely 
for the ſake of thoſe curſed cattle which are the bane of Ire- 
land, been driven out of their wretched habitations, and ba- 
niſhed the country, helpleſs, naked, and forlorn; to rot, ſtarve, 
and periſh in deſolate places, to the great diminution of the 
inhabitants. 

And as to the- fourteenth article [above, p. 167. 172.], the 
people of Ireland, by their folly, their madneſs, their luxury, 
and diſregard to all public intereſt, are by many degrees in a 
more wretched condition than they were- in 1727; the moſt 
common neceſſaries, even their corn, their ale, and their pota- 
toes being, to the ſhame and confuſion of their politics, imported 
from abroad, as well as their tea, their claret, and their ſpices. 
As to the pamphlet intitled, 4 modeſt propoſal, &c. [above, 
p. 323. J, it is a humerous treatiſe, equally the product of deſpair 
and benevolence; and ſeemeth to have been written in the bit - 
terneſs of the Dean's ſoul, and principally addreſſed to the con- 
ſideration of thoſe mercileſs. tyrants which flarve and oppreſs 
their fellow-creatures, even to the ſhame and deſtruction of 
their country. His propoſal is, to fatten up the children of beg- 
gars, cottagers, and farmers, as they do lambs and pigs for the 
markets, and ſell their carcaſes to the rich; a food which he 
declares to be very proper for landlords; who, as they have al- 
ready devoured moſt of the parents, ſeem to have the beſt title 
to their children. 

As to Dr Swift's political tracts relating to Ireland, whoa 
the rights of the clergy and the cauſe of Chriſtianity are ex- 
preſsly and immediately concerned, I ſhall only obſerve in gene- 
ral, that Swift, being a thorough maſter of politics, and, far be- 
yond all the wiſeſt of his contemporaries, deeply verſed in the 
hiſtory of parties, could diſcover at a ſurpriſing diſtance the na- 
tural conſequences of thoſe efforts which had been frequently 
made during the time he flouriſhed, to ſubvert our happy con- 
ſtitution both of church and ſtate; inſomuch that he appears, 
from a great variety of his tracts, to have been one of tit moſt 
ſagacious watchmen that ever was known in the church of 
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The End of the Tad vor vue. 


